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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR 


@\y is this man smiling? If you don't know the answer to that, you 
haven't been following the sports or the economic news lately. 

Bobby Bonilla helped ensure a second straight division title for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates with his offensive contributions last season. Then he 
signed a $29 million free-agent contract with the New York Mets, 
insuring financial security for himself. “It will be hard to knock the smile 
off my face,” admitted Bonilla. The Mets will be elated if he knocks in 
100 runs again. Rookie general manager Al Harazin said he was 
“tickled to death” to add Bonilla to a lineup that includes another free 
agent, Eddie Murray ($7.5 million), and the National League’s home 
run leader, Howard Johnson. 

Across town, the New York Yankees signed their own free agent, 
former Kansas City Royals’ slugger Danny Tartabull. | was surprised 
and happy | could go after him,” said GM Gene Michael, referring to : 
his team’s late entry in the offseason player auction. “! like spending : 
money.” Tartabull carried a $25.5 million price tag, which apparently 
is for basic service. An interesting clause in his contract guarantees 
him an additional $50,000 if he makes the All-Star team, proving that 
his agent, Dennis Gilbert (who also represents Bonilla), has a terrific 
sense of humor or is the world's greatest salesman. Oh, well, nowa- 
days the consumer does pay extra for the warranty. “I couldn't be 
happier,” said Tartabull. 

Other players were wearing million-dollar grins over the winter. 
Steve Buechele elected to remain with the Pirates for $11 million. 
Wally Joyner left the Angels and joined the Royals ($4.2 million). Ex- 
Dodger Mike Morgan, with a 67-104 career won-lost record, signed 
with the Cubs ($12.5 million). Los Angeles replaced him with Tom : 
Candiotti ($15.5 million) of Toronto, which added Dave Winfield ($2.3 
million) of California and Jack Morris ($10.85 million) of Minnesota. 

Baseball fans were all smiles last fall, especially in Atlanta and 
Minnesota, when the Braves and the Twins rose from last place to first 
and staged a stirring World Series won by the Twins in a classic Game 
7. There were other thrills earlier in the season. On May 1, Oakland's 
Rickey Henderson broke Lou Brock's record with his 939th stolen 
base and, later that same night, Nolan Ryan, age 44, of Texas tossed 
his seventh career no-hitter. On July 28, Montreal's Dennis Martinez 
threw a perfect game against the Los Angeles Dodgers. Baltimore's 
Cal Ripken Jr. won his second MVP and his first Gold Glove while 
stretching his consecutive-game streak to 1,573. Boston's Jeff Rear- 
don and St. Louis's Lee Smith continued their inexorable pursuit of the 
major league record of 341 saves set by Rollie Fingers, who joined 
Tom Seaver as the newest members of the Hall of Fame. And the 
National League awarded new franchises to the Colorado Rockies 
and the Florida Marlins. They will begin competition in 1993. 

As for us, we'll be glad when we hear those familiar words again: 
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Ships that skim the water at 40 knots. Planes that fly 
over twice the speed of sound. 

Today's Navy definitely has the high-tech equipment 
to put you on the fast track. In careers like aviation, electronics, 
telecommunications, and healthcare. 

You can get state-of-the-art training in one of over 
60 fields. And have challenges, responsibilities and growth 
potential that other companies J 

The Novy’s hands-on experience provides a variety of 

can't offer a person your age. challenges like ploting a high-tech assal cof 
4 You'll learn leadership skills, the value of teamwork 
and how to handle pressure. In short, the very things that will 
let you chart a successful course into the future. 

Interested? Talk to your Navy 
*, __ Recruiter today. Or call 1-800-327-NAVY. 
——— fF ye Then get ready to make your move fast. 
sme timtorkisapardftheNayeqerinee, Because in today’s high-tech Navy, you YQ AND THE NAVY, 


whether you’re traveling the seas with. enee or training 


inone of over 60 fields only go one way: Full speed ahead. FULL SPEED AHEAD. 
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Letters 


Errors of Omission 
mmm |'m a devoted Arkansas State fan current- 
ly stranded on the West Coast, and I've come 
to depend on your magazine for my only 
source of printed information on the Indians. | 
bought the magazine, took it home, then real- 
ized ASU and rival Louisiana Tech were com- 
pletely left out! | couldn't believe it. Your staff 
compiled lengthy articles on schools like 
Ramapo and Ferrum (two of my favorites) but 
didn't bother to write about a pair of NCAA 
Division I-A schools? | hope this was a terrible 
oversight on the part of your magazine and 
not, as some Indian fans would half-jokingly 
contend, a conspiracy put together by the 
University of Arkansas to keep a more talent- 
ed ASU team out of the national spotlight. As 
penance, you should put Arkansas State and 
Louisiana Tech on next year’s cover! 
Jim THomas, Monterey, CA 
mm | am writing to point out that the 1991 Col- 
lege Football issue did not include a schedule 
for the Temple Owls. It hurts to see listings for 
Villanova, Penn, etc., and not Temple. Despite 
this omission, | enjoyed the magazine, as usual. 
Jay WEISSMAN (Temple-1985), 
West Orange, NJ 
Our apologies to Arkansas State, Louisiana 
Tech, and Temple for the oversight. 


Braves’ New World 

mmm | realize it's easy to second-guess a writ- 
er's preseason predictions, but Maury Allen in 
the 1991 Street & Smith's Baseball picked the 
Atlanta Braves for sixth (last) place in the 
Western Division of the National League. | 
quote from his summary: “The Braves won't 
win anything in [1991]. . ." 

Is Mr. Allen still on your staff, and has he 
written anything lately about the Atlanta 
Braves? 

RayMonob W. Dew Jr., Raleigh, NC 
One of the best baseball stories of 1991 was 
the rise of the Braves (and the Twins) from last 
place to first. For Mr. Allen’s 1992 forecast, 
see page 42. 


On Target 
@—— Your Baseball publication, which | have 
followed since 1974, has well-written and in- 
formative articles. | especially enjoy the statis- 
tics about the players present and past. One 
thing that puzzles me, however, is the omis- 
sion of certain players from the Hitters’ Tar- 
gets. Under Hits, George Sisler (2812) has 
been omitted since 1985. Under RBIs, Willie 
Stargell (1540) has been omitted since 1989, 
and under Home Runs, Greg Luzinski (307) 
has been omitted since 1989 and Yogi Berra 
(358) since 1991. 

Eowarb B. CHAPIN JR., Arlington, VA 
The name of those players appear in this is- 
sue's Targets. 
mmm +i, | just wrote to say a couple of things. | 
enjoy reading Street & Smith's Pro Football. 
There was one thing that you left out of your 
magazine. There was a receiver who played 
for only 10 years with the Dallas Cowboys. 
Tony Hill had 479 receptions and he should've 
been included in the Targets section. | don't 
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know if Hill caught any passes after his distin- 
guished career with Dallas. If you should have 
that same list in the '92 edition, please put 
Tony Hill in his proper place, tied with Art Pow- 
ell. Hill was a great receiver. Only 30 players 
caught more passes in NFL history. Let's not 
overlook Tony “The Thrill” Hill (Career Cow- 
boy Stats: 479 receptions, 7,988 yards, 16.7 
avg., 51 TDs). 

Rick Feporick, E. Moriches, NY 


You’re Welcome 

@™—™ Thank you very much for selecting me to 
your 1991-92 underclassmen Honorable 
Mention All-America Basketball team. It is a 
great honor, and | appreciate it. | only hope 
that | may be able to repeat being selected 
again next year. 

Eric PALIwoops, West Hartford, CT 
™™—™ My son, Sean Martin, is a sophomore from 
Bishop Hendricks High School in Warwick, RI, 
and was recently mentioned on your Honor- 
able Mention list of High School Basketball 
All-Americas. His father and | were so excited 
to see his name in your publication, and we 
thank you for this special recognition of him 
and his skills. We know how many hours of 
practice, road trips, and sacrifices are in- 
volved for a young man to earn this honor, and 
we congratulate him and all the others you 
chose to acknowledge in your publication. 

MAUREEN L. Martin, Seekonk, MA 


Pro Football 


mmm | have enjoyed reading your Pro Football 
magazine for many years. | am also one of the 
few remaining fans of the old Chicago Cardi- 
nals. That is why | am writing today. In your 
1991 edition, you stated that the Los Angeles 
Rams traded nine players to the St. Louis Car- 
dinals for Ollie Matson. | believe this is an 
error. | recall that Ollie Matson was traded 
following the 1958 season. The Cardinals’ fi- 
nal season in Chicago was 1959. 

DONALD Harrison, Chicago, IL 
m™™™ Despite the fact that your Pro Football 
magazine seems to be looking down its aristo- 
cratic nose at it, the AFC will win the Super 
Bow! this year! | don't say the Houston Oilers 
will be in the Super Bowl—yet! But they are 
ever so near, and yes they will win it with the 
run-and-shoot, coached by Jack Pardee and 
run by Warren Moon. They will win their divi- 
sion this year. Larry Felser, in his “On the Of- 
fensive” article, denigrates the run-and-shoot, 
mostly because he feels it doesn't seem to set 
up the run very well, especially inside the 20- 
yard line of the opponent. Pardee says he will 
open the gaps between the offensive linemen 
and this will free Lorenzo White to run better. 

A statement was made that the smash- 
mouth, down-your-throat football of the New 
York Giants was more exciting to the fans than 
the passing game of the run-and-shoot. | can 
tell you fans want wide-open football with lots 
of passing. 

Now for my major gripe. In "Rating the 
Draft,” Frank Litsky (of the New York Times) 
says the Houston Oilers had a “fairly good” 
draft. Yet what can you expect from someone 
in the East trying to write about a team in the 
Southwest! Anyway, he says John Flannery, 
the Syracuse center/guard, was taken in 
Round 3. He was in fact the No. 2 pick of the 


Oilers in Round 2. Small—maybe petty—but 
true nonetheless. 

It seems to me (and this has been building 
up for several years) that you and your East- 
ern writers hold the AFC, and especially 
Houston, in contempt. | don’t need to spend 
my hard-earned money on that. 

Ron Forrester, Houston, TX 


State of the Game 
mm As a long-time reader of Street & Smith's 
Pro Football and Basketball issues, my com- 
pliments on another outstanding Football is- 
sue. There was one glaring error, however. 
You stated, ‘Dallas set its sights on Miami 
University defensive tackle Russell Mary- 
land." | can assure you, Mr. Maryland is not of 
Miami Redskin lore, but of the University of 
Miami. Please don't confuse Miami University 
of Oxford, Ohio, the “Cradle of Coaches,” 
which spawned such greats as Ara Parsegh- 
ian, Bo Schembechler, and Woody Hayes—to 
name a few—with those Hurricanes down 
South. When Miami University was founded in 
1809, the Spaniards still owned Florida! 
BriAN Kinasmore, Lakewood, OH 
@—™— Thank you for providing us hoops fans 
with such good coverage of College Basket- 
ball. | enjoy your magazine and agree with 
many of your 1991-92 All-America picks. One 
player | would like to add to the list of Next 
Best Blue-Chippers is |siah B. Morris (“IBM”) 
from the University of Arkansas. And while I'm 
at it, let's move Arkansas to No. 2 on the Top 
25 and bump LSU to No. 3! Shaquille O'Neal 
is great, but LSU lacks the depth needed to 
beat the Hogs! You're right. . .I'm one of those 
hog-callin’ Razorback fans! Again, keep the 
magazine coming out for us. | loved the cover- 
age given to the Hogs. 
SHARON E. BREYMAN, Tampa, FL 
mmm As a lifelong University of Alabama fan, | 
couldn't help but notice an error in the 1991 
Street & Smith's College Football. In your syn- 
opsis of the Crimson Tide you state that Gene 
Stallings’ alma mater is Alabama. Stallings at- 
tended Texas A&M University as a player un- 
der Paul Bryant. Of course, coach Stallings 
was an assistant at A&M and Alabama as well 
as head coach at A&M from 1965 to 1971. 
Despite this error, | must congratulate you on 
another outstanding issue. To me, it's just not 
football season until I've read Street & Smith's. 
Keep up the good work. 
KENNETH J. ROBERTS, Wetumpka, AL 


Team Game 
m@m— Are you aware that when one looks at your 
sports magazines, it is easy to find what your 
predictions for the upcoming year are, but dif- 
ficult to find out how the teams actually fin- 
ished the year before? In the case of your 
1991-92 Pro Basketball, it is impossible. No- 
where can | find how the teams finished the 
year before. Is that important? The individual 
statistics are featured prominently. Come on, 
it's still a team game. Please give us the 
standings somewhere. 

DENNIS MCGEEHAN, West Chester, PA 


Correspondence should be addressed to 
The Editor, Street & Smith's 
304 East 45th Street, New York, NY 10017 
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With Nikon binoculars, you can stare 
danger in the face and love every moment. 

Or simply get an exhilarating new 
perspective on a ballgame, a concert, the 
theater or the backyard birdhouse. 

Our legendary multi-coated optics 
create images that are larger than life. 
Startlingly brilliant. Super clear and detailed. 
To the point that you can count the scales 
on this snake’s body. Almost hear the crazed 
rattle of its tail. 

With over 30 different models, there’s 
a Nikon binocular that will strike your fancy. 


Choose from our #1 rated compacts, rug- 
ged waterproof sporting binoculars, unique 
StayFocus Plus™ Series with both “no focus” 
and “close focus” capability, and many more. 
All covered by Nikon's 25-year limited 
warranty. 

See the full line at your Nikon dealer 


today. If an e * 
image like this | ko 
doesn’t get you | t] 
moving, you SPORT OPTICS 


must already You'll never see things 
own a Nikon. quite the same again. 


For a free catalog, call 1-800+247-3464. ©1991 Nikon Inc. 


by DAVE ANDERSON 


Here’s to those players who perform with 
grace on and off the field 
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Too often in baseball now, it's not wheth- 

er you win or lose, it's how you play the 
game. Not the game between the lines on the 
field, the game between the lines on the con- 
tract. The money game. Too many baseball 
players rate themselves only by what they 
make, not by what they accomplish. And in 
thinking only of dollars, they never think of 
dignity. Of what sports people call “class.” 

The sunny afternoon in Oakland early last 
season when Rickey Henderson stole his rec- 
ord 939th base, surpassing Lou Brock's total, 
he proclaimed himself “the greatest.” He 
meant greatest base-stealer. But others 
thought of him as the greatest whiner, the 
greatest sulker, the greatest renegotiator. He 
had signed a four-year $12 million deal prior 

to the 1990 season. Yet when Roger Clem- 

ens signed a four-year $21.5 million con- 
tract extension with the Boston Red Sox 
before the 1991 season, Henderson 
whined that A’s owner Walter Haas 
had promised that the club 
“would take care of” him if oth- 
er players made more mon- 
ry ey. A's general manager 
7 Sandy Alderson offered to 
shorten Henderson's contract 
to two years, thereby allowing Henderson to 
go to arbitration after last season. Hender- 
son's bluff was called. He didn't want to risk 
the guaranteed $3 million for each of the last 
two years of his contract. 

Just as Henderson had sulked at half- 
speed in earlier contract disputes with the 
Athletics and the Yankees, he sulked at half- 
speed last season. Although he scored 105 
runs, his batting average dropped to .268, he 
stole just 58 bases, he drove in only 57 runs. 
After having been voted the American 
League's Most Valuable Player Award in 
1990, his name wasn't on any of the 28 ballots 
last season, not even for 10th place. 

Henderson isn't alone. Too many other ball 
players whine and sulk about money, as if 
their signature on a contract had been forged. 
But money isn't everything to everybody in 
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A KIRBY PUCKETT 


OF BASEBALL 


baseball. Dignity still endures. Class still glis- 
tens. Kirby Puckett is among those who are 
proof of that. Shortly before Henderson 
signed his four-year $12 million contract, 
Puckett was baseball's first $3 million player. 
With a three-year $9 million contract, he had 
baseball's highest salary. And when Hender- 
son started whining because the market had 
allowed too many players to pass him on the 
salary scale, Puckett was asked if he had any 
complaints. 

“| signed a contract,” the Twins’ center 
fielder said. “| think | should honor it.” 

But wasn't he upset that at least 20 players 
would be earning more money last season? 

“I'm not upset,” Puckett said. “It's just their 
time. Maybe when my contract's up, it will be 
time for me. Money and all that is great, and 
we all know that, but | want to have fun at what 
| do. I'm fortunate to have a job that when | 
was a kid, | dreamed of doing. Every day | 
come to the ballpark, I’m living that dream. So 
how can | get upset about it?” 

Kirby Puckett was as good as his signature. 
As good as his sense of dignity and class. 
And with Puckett upbeat rather than upset, 
the Twins last year rose from last place in the 
A.L. West in 1990 to win the World Series after 
having dethroned the Athletics for the divi- 
sional title, the same A's whose Rickey Hen- 
derson sulked at half-speed for $3 million. 

“Kirby has never uttered the word ‘renegoti- 
ation,’” said Andy MacPhail, the Twins’ GM. “1 
don't think it could come out of him.” 

Hero is usually the wrong word for a sports 
figure. Hero is a word that should describe a 
soldier in the Persian Gulf war or a fireman 
who rescues an infant from a burning build- 
ing. Whatever the semantics, many kids look 
up to baseball players as heroes, as role mod- 
els. But just because somebody wears a big- 
league uniform doesn't necessarily make him 
somebody to emulate. 
® Kids should have learned that when Lenny 
Dykstra of the Philadelphia Phillies was arrest- 
ed for drunken driving last May. 

@ Kids should have learned that when Barry 
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AMERICA’S GOOD TIME SPIRIT 


WHAT DO YOU KNOW 
ABOUT BASEBALL? 


This eee series of Classic Major League 
Baseball’ Board Games are sure to bea 
hit. Series 1 is now available and Series 2 is 
coming out later this year. Both include 99 
icture trivia cards. Don't miss the 1992 
ollector's Edition, with 200 player trivia 
cards, to be released soon! 


(01992 Classic Games, Inc. is olficially Soensed by Major League Baseball and the Major League Baseball Playors Assodiution, (©1992 Classic Games, Inc., a aubsksary of The Score Board, Inc.-Al rights reserved. @Classic is a registered trademark of The Score Board, inc. 


Bonds, whose salary was $2.4 million last 
year, griped so loudly about how he was so 
underpaid after having been the National 
League’s Most Valuable Player in 1990 that 
Pittsburgh Pirates’ manager Jim Leyland told 
him to shut up. 

@ Kids should have learned that when Rob 
Dibble of the Cincinnati Reds was suspended 
twice last season for temper tantrums. 

But for other ball players, being a hero, be- 
ing a role model is something that just seems 
to come naturally, as it does for Nolan Ryan, 
the Texas Rangers’ 45-year-old right-hander, 
who has pitched seven no-hitters. He is the 
essence of the sports role model. Baseball 
man. Family man. Businessman. Quiet man. 
At last count, 10 of his teammates have 
named a son Ryan for him. When he suspect- 
ed that some Little League kids were chewing 
tobacco maybe because he did, he stopped. 
Nobody ever has anything bad to say about 
him. Nobody has ever had a better work ethic 
in maintaining physical condition for the phys- 
ical occupation of pitching. 

“The bottom line," Ryan often says, “is that | 
still enjoy what | do and | know |’m not going to 
be here a lot longer. My life revolves around 
my workout routine now. | enjoy the competi- 
tion, the being in shape.” 

That work ethic evolved from his father, who 
got up every morning at 1 A.M. to work his sec- 


Focus On Sports 


ond job: delivering the Houston Post on the 
rural roads around nearby Alvin. Nolan Ryan 
also got up at 1 to roll the newspapers and 
ride in the car with his father before returning 
home for a few hours’ sleep before going to 
school that morning or doing his chores 
around the house. Three decades later, he 
hasn't changed. 

“| know my father didn’t want to get up at 1 
every morning,” he has said, “but it was 
something he knew he had to do. | know what 
| have to do to continue to pitch at this level, 


and that's what I'll do until | don't do it any 
longer.” 

Not that he isn’t aware of the money. His 
salary this season will be more than $4 million. 
But having signed that contract, he won't ask 
the Rangers to renegotiate. If another pitcher 
makes more money, he won't sulk at half- 
speed. He never has. 

If Nolan Ryan’s father inspired his work eth- 
ic, Cal Ripken Jr.'s father inspired him to be 
baseball's iron man. Assuming that the name 
of the Baltimore Orioles’ shortstop will be on 
the lineup card for their season opener this 


year, he will be playing in his 1,574th consec- 
utive game, the second-longest streak in his- 
tory. To break Lou Gehrig’s record of 2,130 
consecutive games, he must continue until 
sometime in June of the 1995 season. 

“I'm sure that whatever | am as a man and 
as a ball player,” Ripken has said, “comes 
from the way | was raised and comes from 
having a good teacher in my father.” 

Cal Ripken Sr., an Orioles’ coach, was a 
minor-league catcher in the Baltimore farm 
system who never made the big leagues but 
taught his son what baseball meant. 

“My bedtime stories,” Cal Jr. has said, 
“were about foul tips splintering up fingers 
and taping them together, spitting a little to- 
bacco juice on them and saying to the umpire, 
‘Let's play.’ Hearing those stories, it was like 
my dad would have had to break his back to 
stay out of the lineup.” 

Beginning on May 30, 1982, Cal Ripken has 
played in every Orioles game. His attitude 
goes back to a snowy day in Aberdeen, MD, 
during one offseason. Cal's father attached a 
plow to an old tractor, but the tractor’s battery 
was dead. 

“My dad started to hand-crank it and the 
engine backfired,” Cal once recalled. “The 
crank flies up and opens up a gash on his 
forehead and |'m saying, ‘Let's go to the hos- 
pital.’ My dad says, ‘Just go on home.’ He got 
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an oily rag and held it up to his head. He goes 
in the bathroom, slaps a couple of butterfly 
bandages on it, goes back out and starts the 
tractor and plows the snow off the road. That's 
my dad.” 

And this is that dad’s son. He not only con- 
tinues to play shortstop game after game, he 
endorses milk. “The reason | didn't smoke 
and drank a lot of milk," he has said, “was that 
| wanted to be an athlete.” 

This too is that dad’s son. To combat adult 
illiteracy in the Baltimore area, Cal and his 
wife, Kelly, donated $250,000 to an adult-edu- 
cation center, for which he received the Bart 
Giamatti Caring Award. 

Many major league players grew up without 
their father in the household, such as Harold 
Reynolds, the Gold Glove second baseman 
for the Seattle Mariners who has twice been 


HOWARD JOHNSON 


on the All-Star team. One of eight children, he 
was raised in Corvallis, OR, by his mother. 
Reynolds has returned to Corvallis at Christ- 
mas to sponsor a dinner and holiday gifts for 
800 underprivileged kids and their families. 

“Those kids need positive role models,” he 
once explained. “I've been there. | know what 
it's like not to have a role model around.” 

He can afford it. His salary last season was 
$1.8 million. But some ball players earn much 
more and do much less. He supervises the 
Harold Reynolds Children's Foundation that 
provides Mariners tickets for kids based on 
their schoolwork and class attendance. He 
works for Role Models Unlimited. When he re- 
ceived the Daily Point of Light Award from 
President George Bush two years ago, he was 
the 195th recipient, but the first professional 
athlete. Last year he received the Roberto 
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Clemente Award, baseball's highest humani- 
tarian honor. 

“To be rewarded for helping people is 
nice," he has said, “but some of these things | 
do should be the norm, not the exception.” 

In baseball, the norm is to be virtually physi- 
cally perfect. Strong and healthy in every re- 
spect. Someone without a right hand, theoreti- 
Cally, could never pitch in the big leagues. Yet 
one of baseball's best pitchers, Jim Abbott of 
the California Angels, was born without a right 
hand. He learned to pitch by stuffing his glove 
under his right armpit, throwing with his left 
hand, then snatching his glove with his left 
hand to catch his catcher's return throw or to 
catch a batted ball. 

“Sometimes,” says Kirk McCaskill, another 
Angels’ pitcher, “you forget how special the 
guy is." 

McCaskill was reminded of how special 
when Abbott happened to mention one day 
last season that if his catcher throws the ball 
back a little too hard, it stings his fingers. 

“Jim then has to pitch with that same hand, 
those same fingers," McCaskill says. “Think 
about that.” 

For disabled people, there has never been 
a sports role model quite like Jim Abbott, a 
major league pitcher with only one hand. 
When baseball was desperate for players dur- 
ing World War II, the St. Louis Browns had a 
one-armed outfielder, Pete Gray, who batted 
.218 in 77 games. Even against inferior pitch- 
ing, what Gray did was remarkable. But what 
he did was nowhere near as remarkable as 
what Jim Abbott did last year: an 18-11 record 
with a 2.89 earned-run average for an 81-81 
last-place team. Not that he wants any sympa- 
thy. Not that he wants to ignore what it means 
to other disabled people. 

“At times I've felt like saying | can't give any 
more, but it's there,” he says. “You don’t want 
to become jaded to how much it means.” 

To one 7-year-old boy who had lost parts of 
two fingers on one hand, it meant the biggest 
moment of his life when he walked through the 
Angels clubhouse at Anaheim Stadium to Jim 
Abbott's locker and shook hands. 

“Did kids tease you?” the boy asked. 

“People said to me, ‘Your hand looks like a 
foot,’ " Abbott said. 

“They called me ‘Crab’ at camp.” 

“Yeah, they teased me too,” Abbott said. 
“Do you think it's a problem?" 

“No.” 

“Is there anything you can't do?” 

“No.” 

“| don't think so, either. Look at me,” Abbott 
said, glancing around the Angels clubhouse. 
“I'm playing with all these guys. I'm playing 
with them and I'm just like you.” 

Jim Abbott, of course, isn’t quite like any- 
body else because nobody else has ever 
pitched in the big leagues with one hand, 
much less pitched so well. He's one of Ameri- 
ca’s great success stories, the rights to which 
book publishers and motion-picture studios 
have sought to purchase. But he has declined 
their offers. 

“They were all promoting the idea, ‘Look 
what I've overcome,'” he has said. “But I'm 
here to pitch. That's my job. I’m not here to be 
anybody's crusader or anything.” 


Howard Johnson of the Mets isn’t a crusad- 
er either, just a born-again Christian who led 
the National League with 38 homers and 117 
runs batted in. On a team that has earned a 
reputation for whining and backbiting, Hojo 
has always provided a touch of class. When 
he was asked to move to the outfield late last 
season after a career mostly at third base, he 
reacted with an openly enthusiastic work eth- 
ic. But when a teammate questioned the Mets’ 
character last season, Johnson was openly 
annoyed. ‘I'd never say something like that,” 
he said. “What does it achieve?” 

To him, achievement is performance. At a 
muscular 5-10 and 195 pounds, Hojo is the 
first switch hitter to lead the National League 
in runs batted in; the first switch hitter to lead 
the N.L. in homers since Jimmy (Rip) Collins, 
then the St. Louis Cardinals’ first baseman, hit 
35 in 1934 to share the lead that year with Mel 
Ott of the New York Giants. One of Hojo's 
homers soared into the top deck at Three Riv- 
ers Stadium in Pittsburgh. Hojo’s season also 
answered those baseball philosophers who 
believe that a spiritual rebirth tends to drain a 
player's competitive zeal. He showed that it 
required only a different mental approach. 

“| used to get angry and mean and use that 
as a motivational tool,’ he said midway 
through last season. “But | wasn't the same 
person, and yet | still felt that some sort of 
mental edge was necessary. My thought pro- 
cess just had to change. | started keeping 
books on pitchers, studying their tendencies. 
It allowed me to concentrate better than | ever 
have. I've been able to do what's got to get 
done to play well.” 

To play well. And to play with some dignity. 
To play with some class. O 
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by DWIGHT CHAPIN 

SAN FRANCISCO EXAMINER 

@rs cards used to be something 
kids collected and their moms threw 

away. Now, kids and their moms and dads all 

collect baseball cards, and no one would 

dare throw them away. 

What everybody does with baseball cards 
these days is put them in plastic sheets and 
albums immediately after taking them out of 
the packs, so they will stay in absolutely pris- 
tine condition—and then check the price 


guides every month to see how much the 
cards have gone up in value. 


Baseball cards have 
a history that goes 
back almost as far as 
the game itself. 


It's anyone's 
guess as to 
whether hardly 
touching the 
cards makes col- 
lecting them more 
fun than it was 
when little boys car- 
ried them in their 
back pockets, stuck 
them in their bicycle 
spokes, and didn't 
get terribly upset after . 
discovering their moth- | 
ers tossed them out. | 
But fun is really not the 
issue with many collec- 
tors today. The nostalgia 
of the game and the pure 
pleasure of the pursuit © 
don't drive baseball card collecting anymore. 
Money does. Those small pieces of paste- 
board have become very big business. 

For most of the century that baseball cards 
have been around, this sort of commercialism 
was unimaginable. The cards have a history 
that goes back almost as far as baseball itself. 
The first ones came along only about a de- 
cade after the National League began play in 
1876. Goodwin & Company inserted them into 
packages of Old Judge cigarettes beginning 
in 1887 to enhance sales, and to keep the 
packages from crumpling. 

Those early cards, which featured sepia- 
toned photographs pasted onto thick card- 
board, were far removed from the glitzy prod- 
uct modern collectors have come to expect. 
The photos were shot in studios rather than in 
stadiums, and in some cases players were 
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posed pretending to catch balls that were 
suspended by strings. But the tobacco cards 
proved popular, and they remained the rage 
in the early 1900s, when some of the most 
beautifully crafted products ever were made. 
Those gave way to cards issued with candy in 
the 1920s, and then to the first gum cards in 
the 1930s. Production was halted during 
World War Il, as all available paper went to the 
Allied military effort, but in 1948 the cards re- 
turned, in mass-produced quantities, pack- 
aged with slabs of pink, almost unchewable 
bubble gum that would become at least as 
memorable as the cards. 

Card collecting gained popularity, but in the 
1950s there were still no pretensions that it 
was anything but a kids’ diversion. Yes, there 
were a few adult collectors then, but they were 
mostly grown-up kids who were viewed as 
slightly strange by anyone over the age of 12. 

In the years when Eisenhower was presi- 
dent and Williams and Musial (and then Man- 
tle and Mays) were kings of baseball, the hob- 
by, such as it was, was built on trading as 
much as on buying and selling. Cards were 
issued in different series at the time, not all at 
once, and the later series of Topps and Bow- 

man cards, which came out in the East in late 
summer and early fall, never seemed to get 
much beyond Chicago, if that. So, in order 
to complete sets—which was the object of 
nearly all the early collectors—you had to 
trade. Those in the East and Midwest were 
willing to swap current gum cards for so- 
called “regional” cards produced in oth- 
er areas of the country. Trust never 
seemed to be a problem. Many times, a 
collector wouldn't even wait to see what 
a potential trading partner needed. 

He'd simply ship off a bunch of cards 

in hopes he’d get a bunch of different 


ant cards back. The thrill was as much in 


the anticipation as in the realization. 
If the person didn't like or need the cards be- 
ing offered, he'd just return them. And if he 
had to wait four or five months to complete a 
trade, no problem. He knew it would be com- 
pleted. Fairly. 

Some of the legendary names in card col- 
lecting were among the most active traders, 
including Buck Barker of St. Louis, one of the 
fathers of the hobby and later its pre-eminent 
historian. Then there was Wirt Gammon, a 
Chattanooga, TN, sportswriter who got hun- 
dreds of kids started—mothers undoubtedly 
would say hooked—on baseball card collect- 
ing. In addition to trading, both Barker and 
Gammon would send cards on “approval.” 
Which meant if you liked them, you kept them, 
and sent back a modest payment. If you didn't 
like them, you just returned them, no ques- 
tions asked. That was the way baseball card 
collecting proceeded through the 1950s, '60s, 
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and '70s— 
so quietly it was hard to tell it was 
there, unless you were a real aficionado. 

In the early-to-mid-'70s, a few more collec- 
tors began to surface publicly—most of them 
people who had collected in the '50s but then 
dropped out to start families and build careers 
rather than baseball card inventories. And a 
few cards gained some media attention, 
mainly a 1910 Honus Wagner cigarette issue 
(from a set designated as T-206 in the Ameri- 
can Card Catalogue). It was billed as the most 
valuable card in the hobby, supposedly be- 
cause Wagner, worried about his image being 
associated with tobacco, insisted it be pulled 
from the market. Thus, only a few copies sur- 
vived, and the rarity drove up the price. 

Largely because of that, there was some 
talk of old tobacco and gum cards being “a 
gold mine in the attic" of American homes. But 
when the 1980s began, most worthwhile 
cards still could be obtained for almost noth- 
ing. One example: In 1980, a 1973 rookie card 
of Mike Schmidt, who was well into what al- 
most surely will be recognized as a Hall of 
Fame career, went for 65 cents. It now sells for 
up to $450, 

Things began to change rapidly in 1981, 
when the monopoly of Topps Gum Company, 
which had been issuing cards almost without 
competition since 1951, was broken through a 
lawsuit, and two other firms, Fleer and Don- 
russ, entered the market. Fleer previously had 
produced a few small sets, and Donruss’ par- 
ent company, Leaf, had issued the first post- 
war color set, in 1948 and 1949. But those 
were only minor forays into a market con- 
trolled by the colossus, Topps—not the major 
assault that was launched after a judge ruled 
against the Brooklyn-based company. The 
new competition, and the attention that result- 
ed from it, were the key factors in turning col- 
lecting into a high-profile hobby. And before 
long, it became a high-stakes phenomenon 
fueled by the promise—or illusion—of instant 
wealth. 

The '80s was the boom decade. Children of 
the '50s and '60s—now yuppie businessmen 
and women—rediscovered cardboard pic- 
tures of their baseball heroes, and came into 
the hobby not just as collectors reinvigorated 
by the history of the game, but as investors 
and speculators looking for another market to 
play. Baseball cards exploded into the most 
publicized investment of the '80s—maga- 
zines like Money and Forbes said the best 
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investment. 

Newspapers across the country 

wrote stories on cards that were outperform- 

ing stocks, bonds, precious metals, and oth- 
er, more traditional, investments. 

Card magazines and price guides not only 
spurred the surge, some turned into collectors 
items themselves, particularly a string of suc- 
cessful publications started in 1979 by Dr. 
James Beckett of Dallas, who has a degree in 
statistics. Card shops sprang up all over 
large- and small-town America. Shows and 
conventions followed, and so did baseball- 
card investment groups and newsletters. 
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First-season cards of major league baseball 
players became such a national mania that 
the question “Is that his rookie card?” was as 
common in the '80s as “What's your sign?” 
was in the ’60s. 

“You can't tell which rookies will become 
popular with fans,” said Kit Kiefer, editor of 
Baseball Cards magazine. “But that's part of 
the fun. To a baseball card collector, nothing 
compares to the feeling of having a rookie 
card of an unproven ballplayer skyrocket in 
value after taking a chance on it.” 

Later in the '80s, Sportflics, Score, and Up- 
per Deck, which has become the class of the 


field, began 
marketing cards nationally along 

with Topps, Fleer, and Donruss. Now, every 
Tom, Dick, and Harry seems to be making— 
and selling—them. Card stores are every- 
where, to the point that two firms, Big Bob’s 
and Field of Dreams, now are franchising 
them, like McDonald's or Denny's. The choice 
of cards is enormous, too. They're available 
not only in the neighborhood shops, but at 
shows, conventions, and through mail-order 
ads and catalogues, in department stores and 
specially designed display areas in conve- 
nience stores and supermarkets. 

Card collecting has become a billion-dollar 
industry that encompasses not just the cards, 
but supplies of all sorts: plastic sheets and 
sleeves and holders, albums, storage boxes, 
and assorted bric-a-brac aimed at protecting 
cards that routinely used to be held together 
with rubber bands and kept in shoeboxes. 
Baseball cards also are chronicled in a pleth- 
ora of publications that grows ever fatter and 
more frequently issued. One, Krause Publica- 
tions’ Sports Collectors Digest, is printed ev- 
ery week. continued on page 20 
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The tireless 

Cal Ripken won his 
second MVP and 
his first Gold Glove 


by KENT BAKER 


BALTIMORE SUN 


es: last stand at Baltimore’s Memorial 
Stadium was designated “A Season to 
Remember” and Cal Ripken ur. did not forget 
to celebrate. While the Orioles floundered and 
flopped, victims of weak starting pitching, 
their shortstop stamped his ticket to Coopers- 
town with a season Ernie Banks could envy. 

If there were any remaining doubt that Rip- 
ken is destined for the Hall of Fame when his 
time comes, 1991 erased it with an exclama- 
tion point. He earned his second American 
League Most Valuable Player Award and his 
first Gold Glove and the restored faith of the 
Oriole followers, who were beginning to ques- 
tion his insistence on playing all day every 
day, season after season. 

Yet, despite one of the most prolific all- 
round years by a shortstop in baseball history, 
Ripken remained a low-key, self-effacing indi- 
vidual who sincerely meant it when he said: “I 

don't think anything can replace not hav- 

ing a winning season. Not to downplay 

the MVP Award, but there is no compar- 

» ison. Winning is the only thing that really 

matters.” 

That the Orioles finished sixth in the 

A.L. East and lost slugger Glenn Davis, 

the man who was to protect Ripken in the 

batting order, for much of the season only 

underscored the magnitude of Ripken's 

achievements. The son of Oriole coach and 

former manager Cal Ripken was tremendous- 

ly consistent (his hallmark) on offense, but he 

beat out Detroit's Cecil Fielder for the MVP 

honor because of the long overdue aware- 

ness of his defense at one of the toughest 
positions on the field. 

One year earlier, Ripken was denied a Gold 
Glove (which went to Chicago's Ozzie Guil- 
len), although he committed a grand total of 
three errors in 161 games and compiled the 
highest fielding percentage ever by a short- 
stop (.996). The award is determined by a 
vote of managers and coaches, and Texas 
manager Bobby Valentine said he was “em- 
barrassed by my peers” after the announce- 
ment was made. But it was typical of the way 
Ripken is taken for granted by nearly every- 
one except his own team. 

“| know the average fan doesn’t appreciate 
him,” said Orioles’ manager John Oates. “And 
| don’t think opposing players fully appreciate 
him. He doesn’t make headlines, battle with 
teammates, hit 600-foot homers, or complain 
about his contract. He does his job without 
flair or a lot of recognition. He comes into 
town, beats you, and leaves teams muttering 
‘Who was that guy, anyway?’ ” 

Ripken left his calling card at the All-Star 
festivities in Toronto when he hit 12 home runs 
in 22 swings during the home-run derby, win- 
ning the contest single-handedly for the 

continued 
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American League. The next night, he socked 
a three-run homer off former teammate Dennis 
Martinez to win the All-Star game, 4-2, and 
climax a first half in which he hit 348, The 
amazing part of the story is that he just kept 
going . .. and going. After hitting a puny .209 
during the previous three Septembers, Ripken 
batted .349 with eight homers and 27 RBIs in 
1991 and was the league's player of the 
month. So much for the fatigue factor, a popu- 
lar explanation for his previous tailspins. 

"The strong finish was important not only 
because it capped off a very good year," he 
said, “but because it silenced the critics and 
alleviated all the talk about being tired. | never 
attributed the troubles in September to that.” 

In one late series at Detroit, he knocked in 
11 runs. The MVP voters duly noted that he 
wasn't slumping this time. Meanwhile, Fielder 
was laboring to the wire, and when the winner 
was revealed more than a month later, Fielder 
was livid, not at Ripken but at the ballotters. 
After finishing as the MVP runner-up for the 
second straight year, Fielder called the vote 
"a joke” and said he was extremely upset los- 
ing to someone from a sixth-place team. It 
marked the first time a player from a losing 
team had won the American League award. 

As usual, Ripken steered clear of any con- 
troversy. Earlier, he had doubted he would 
win, he said, because the “MVP Is someone 
who helps the team win. | guess you can't 
make a case for me. We didn't really have a 
good season. When | was a kid, | thought of 
the MVP as a player of the year award, but 
when you get to the big leagues, it seems like 
a lot of emphasis is put on a winning effort." 

But the voters were not swayed by the Ori- 
oles' ineptness. Most cited the difficulty of 
Ripken's position and his durability. And in the 
impressive setting of the team's new home, 
Oriole Park at Camden Yards, Ripken drank a 
milk toast from a champagne flute and admit- 
ted, "| didn't think |'d be as excited as | am. | 
tried to downplay it.” 

In the middle of the previous season, Rip- 
ken was wondering about himself. While try- 
ing to carry too heavy a load, he lunged and 
lurched at the plate and his productivity suf- 
fered, He even entertained the idea that "my 
days as a player, my years as a player, might 
be numbered, | was frustrated. | had hit rock 
bottom." With the help of his father, plus for- 
mer manager Frank Robinson and former hit- 
ting coach Tom McCraw, Ripken rededicated 
himself during the winter and spring. By the 
start of 1991, he had already found his 
groove, It was simply a matter of basics. He 
spread his feet, flexed his knees, and used his 
hands more, The ball started jumping off his 
bat to all fields in spring training and never 
stopped. By the end of the season. Ripken 
had become: 

® The 10th player in A.L. history with more 
than 30 homers and fewer than 50 strikeouts 

® The first Oriole with two 200-hit seasons 

@ The first shortstop with at least 30 homers 
and 40 doubles 

® The second shortstop with at least a .300 
average, 30 homers, and 100 RBIs (Banks did 
it twice) 

® The major league leader in multi-hit 
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games (73), extra-base hits (85), and total 
bases (368). Two of those were club records, 
the other a career high 

® The eighth player with 20 or more homers 
in his first 10 full seasons 

® The only player in the league who ranked 
in the top 10 in hits (210), batting average 
(career-high .323), homers (34), and RBIs 
(career-high 114) 

@A player with an average no lower than 
.318 after the second day of the season 

@The league runner-up with 46 doubles 
and a .566 slugging percentage 

® The league leader in fielding percentage 
(.986) for the second straight year, putouts 
and chances for the fourth time, double plays 
for the fifth time, and assists for the sixth 

It had all come together for baseball's mod- 
al of consistency, the 20th player ever to cap- 
ture more than one MVP Award and the first 
Oriole. He was the fifth player to win the 
league and All-Star MVP honors in the same 
season, a double play that restored both his 
confidence and his place among the elite. 
Ripken's previous best year (.318, 211 hits, 27 
HR, 102 RBI) culminated in his first MVP in 
1983, the Orioles’ last championship season. 
Only one player had ever gone longer be- 
tween MVP Awards: Willie Mays (1954-65). 

"The first time | was young and excited, 
jumped into the big leagues, went to the World 
Series, and won the MVP,” he said. "Every- 
thing happened so fast, | don't know if | truly 
appreciated it. Now |'ve experienced the low 
points and the high points. It's very special 
this time around. | appreciate it very much," 

“He was green behind the ears the first 
time,” added teammate Mike Flanagan, “He 
came up to 4 real good team and had quick 
success, Now he has obviously matured." 

Ripken, 31, first arrived for a look during the 
strike-torn 1981 season, then edged Minneso- 
ta's Kent Hrbek as Rookie of the Year the next 
summer, hitting 28 homers and knocking 
home 93 runs. It Was on May 30, 1982, that 
manager Earl Weaver, tired of searching for 
an adequate shortstop, moved the kid Ripken 
from third base to the position Mark Belanger 
had handled so smoothly and skillfully in Balti- 
more for almost 15 years. 

Ripkén has now completed nine consecu- 
live years without missing a game at short- 
stop, playing 14,199 of 14,301 innings. Of his 
1,573 straight games, all but 27 (third base) 
have been at short. During that span, the other 
25 major league teams have used 371 short- 
stops. No discussion of Ripken is complete 
without mentioning what is known simply as 


The Streak, a challenge to the 2,130 games. 


played consecutively by Lou Gehrig in what is 
considered one of the game's invincible re- 
cords, In an era of coast-to-coast travel, the 
162-game schedule, night baseball, and 
countless media distractions, Ripken's feat is 
remarkable regardless of whether he eventu- 
ally passes Gehrig. He seems to have the en- 
ergy of two men. 

“If he played anything—soccer, basket- 
ball—he went to play, not to sit," recalled Cal 
Sr. "As long as you have that desire, it's all you 
need,” 

What if Junior had become a pitcher, the 


position for which he was originally scouted? 
“| think maybe he would have talked some- 
body into putting him out there on days he 
wasn't pitching," reasoned Cal Sr. 

Since 1983 Ripken has played steadily and 
resolutely for bad to mediocre teams (except 
for '89, when the young Orioles nearly stole 
the A.L. East title from Toronto). At times, Cal 
Jr. flinched last season when The Streak was 
the topic. He admitted that occasional 
thoughts about it pop into his mind in a weak 
moment” and confessed that on some days, 
particularly when the team is dragging in the 
standings, It is tough to take the field. “You 
find yourself searching for ways to stay moti- 
vated, whether you win or not,” he said. 

Ripken has little ways to get a breather, 
skipping batting practice or infield or coming 
out of blowout games early. He didn't take BP 
often last September and studiously avoided 
his father, who has always emphasized the 
importance of practice. Still, he kept hitting in 
a season "when | didn't really have a slump. 
All | want now is to be better next year, but 
statistically, | don't know if that's possible." 

"In the offseason, he works as hard as any 
player I've ever known," said his representa- 
tive, Baltimore attorney Ron Shapiro. “His life 
is built on a strong set of values, He's a sensi- 
tive and caring person who's putting a lot 
back into the community.” The Ripken Adult 
Learning Center was built to. combat adult illit- 
eracy in the Baltimore area primarily through 
his financial backing, and there are many off- 
shoots of the campaign, including the Read- 
ing, Runs, and Ripken program. “And he 
won't sign autographs at card shows for mon- 
ey,” said Shapiro. "He uses his draw in a char- 
ity context." When Davis superseded him as 
the highest-paid Oriole ($3,275 million con- 
tract), Ripken never uttered a public word. 
“He didn't react at all {o the salary thing,” said 
Shapiro, “The only thing he talked about with 
me was how Glenn would add to a potent 
offense. Cal goes forward, never back." 

He will be playing on an option this season 
and signing him will be a top-level Oriole prior- 
ity. |t seems inconceivable that Cal Ripken will 
not be the third famous Oriole (Brooks Robin- 
son and Jim Palmer are the others) to spend 
his baseball career in Baltimore. 

After regaining his satisfaction and consis- 
tency and learning how to cope with the con- 
stant talk about The Streak, Ripken is a new 
man, revitalized and refreshed. But the one 
thing he never lost was his perspective. 

"I'm not looking ahead to the Hall of Fame," 
he said. “That would be counterproductive, 
My career could end tomorrow. | don't even 
categorize myself as a superstar. | have a 
special talent that happens to be in baseball. 
But that doesn't make you better than anyone 
else, | have trouble dealing with it when play- 
ers are put on too high a pedestal.” 

“He's a superstar on the field, in the club- 
house, and off the field," Oates said. “If you 
really look at his season, everything was alittle 
up, except batting average, which was up 
greatly. It was just another consistent year 
irom Cal. I've seen guys have a year like that, 
but not too many have 10 consecutively. 
That's the bottom line." Oo 
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DAVE KOCH SPORTS 
1992 Baseball Card Sets 


1992 Topps Set (792 cards) Dontruss will be greatly improving product quality and significantly 
1992 Score Set (900 cards) reducing production in an effort to compete with Upper Deck. We 
1992 Fleer Set'....s-rss0ss0rrssevse00 sss will have a limited quantity of both sets, available on a first-come, 
1992 Donruss Set sississsrrorccssvernsesccaseceesacnneacensesssoesdzeseee first-served basis. The 1992 sets will be shipped beginning in April. 
*=Pricing will be available in January. In 1992, Fleer and Don’t miss this opportunity to add these sets to your collection! 


Baseball Card Sets 1981-1991 


1991 Topps (792 cards) ....-secseeseceseceeseners $27.95 1982 Topps (792) .csecsesessssessesesecrensenceees $120.00 1991 Topps Traded Set (132 cards)........ $13.95 
1991 Fleer (715)... wa 923.95 1981 Topps (792)..... $115.00 1991 Fleer Update Set (132) 
1991 Donruss (784) .. $35.95 1990 Fleer (660) ..csssssssssscsessersssssrsssessseseene $24.95 1991 Score Update Set (120) 


$49.50 1990 Domruss (715) sorvscscsssarsssanensnes $24.95 1991 Donruss Rookies Set (56) ssmssne« "$13.95 
$29.95 1990 Score (704) sacsscsrssuerescesreaeunesceon $29.95 1990 Topps Traded Set (132 cards)....... $12.95 
S3495 1989 SCOLE(G60) sans esscccersccrecararensios $26.95 1990 Fleer Update Set (132) 


1991 Upper Deck (800). 
1991 Bowman (704) .. 


1991 Score (900)....... 


1990 Topps (792)... $26.95  19BB Score (660) ...cssssssrsssessseccsscessceseesecees $28.95 1990 Score Update Set (120) Pe 

1989 Topps (792)...... $26.95 1990 Bowman (528 ...ccccseressesssesssrenssenesees $24.95 1990 Donmuss Rookies Set (56) .......0000 $9.95 

1988 Topps (792)...... $26.95 1990 Upper Deck (800) .....ecsseesssserneerneees $49.50 1989 Fleer Baseball Update (132) .......... $16.95 

1987 Topps (792)...... $42.95 1990 Sportflics (225) ...erssesssssseesesessseesees $39.95 1989 Score Baseball Update (110) ......... $14.95 

1986 Topps (792)...... wae 342.95 1991 Nolan Ryan Upper Deck 1988 Topps Baseball Update (132) ........ $29.95 

1985 Topps (792)...... .. $110.00 Baseball Heroes (10) vcrssssesesesseseresesesrerersees $8.95 1987 Topps Baseball Update (132) ........ $14.95 

1984 Topps (792) seossossessssseesesssssnsssessee $115.00 1991 Leaf Studio (264) .serssssesessssesssssssssses $55.00 1991 Topps Debut Set (192) .......sssssssseee $22.95 

Football Sets Basketball Sets Hobby 

1991 Topps (660 cards)... $26.95 1991-92 Fleer (240 cards) ............ $17.95 li 

1991 Score Pinacle (415) ..........000+ $49.50 Het ale (B30) \csscecsessecsztec: a Pret pee 

1991 Upper Deck Update (200)........ $24.95 1991-92 Star Pics ........sccresersserees ; : nich 

1991 Pro Set Series [...seassssentese $24.95 1991-92 SkyBox (350) .seseceseore Sm renga tice pring 

1991 Pro Set Series II ..........:ss-sese000s $24.95 1990-91 Hoops Series I (336)....... $24.95 holdeudito i acar ean d Sican 3. 

1991 Pacific (550) ...-sscesssessessesneesnes $39.95 1990-91 Fleer (198) ..e.ssessseessesesee $15.95 mi Binder DrofacENGhreae ds! 

1991 Pacific Update (110)...........4.. $15.95 1988-89 Fleer (132) ...........0:00-. 5110.00 & : y' : 

1991 Star Pics (112) ..cecsesssessseeseerseens $22.95 

1991 Bowmiat (561) .cssssccrersesssacere $24.95 Hockey Sets ys es seosnnnnenseceaneesunees pean 

1991 Fleer Ultra (300) ...... cesses $39.50 1991-92 Topps .....cececersercsserreereee PM te ate cae EE : 

1991 Fleer Ultra Update (100) ......... $22.95 1991-92 Bonet hela Rage ee GardiAliume 

199] Fleer (432). ...:..s..ceccososscesseoseres $22.95 1991-92 Score USA (440) ............ 29.95 : ro 

1991 Score (690) ccccssccssasssssssossseosesa $23.95 1991-92 Score Canadian (330) ..... $22.95 Sel Bee os cick Stor Oc 

1991 Score Update (110) .......:ccse+ $13.95 1991-92 Star Pics (72) .....ecseeseene: $22.95 $6.95 each. Alb jovs: Red, bl 

1990 Topps (528) ...-sssccsseccsseeesseeens $22.95 1990-91 Pro Set Series I...........04+ $18.95 black Gach. Album Colors, Ked, DIME, 

1990 Topps Traded (132) ..........e $15.95 1990-91 Pro Set Series II ............. $18.95 a 

tot oe (605) Sipgeutemmeassisretens $22.95 1990-91 Topps (396) ....e.sseserreesees $16.95 SUPER SPECIAL: 250 sheets plus 
ro Set Series I (378) .............. S105, ae te, Te Re 5 alb hoi € colors): 

1990 Pro Set Series I (385) .......-+--» $19.95  Freeshipping anywhere in the continental atOuins Pe choice of colors): 

1990 Score Young Superstars (40) ... $12.95 United States. For orders from Alaska, only $59.00. 

1989 Pro Set Series III (23) -.....se--00 $8.95 oii ab eine arpereei oe 

1986 Topps (396). an plait a ae are subject to change. Credit card orders F, REE SH l P P ] N G! 

JOS Topps (396) sesicsscissnsatscan sends $95.00 are billed at time of purchase. We reserve D fE 

{083 Topps (396). cucnanccasaennneST 300)  theaight to limit get aud box: quantities. ri . 

1981 Topps (528) ssvsessssssesssssseeveeeen $230.00 | THANK YOU FOR YOUR ORDER! KO Cc H 

a __ el 


Baseball Starter Sets 


1969 Topps (100 cards), EX........00+- $50.00 1982 Fleer (200), MT ........scsseseseees $14.00 S Pp O RTS 


1970 Topps (100), EX vescsecsseeccsseerseness $35.00 1983 Fleer (200), MT ..s.sessseesssssees $14.00 

1971 Topps (100), VG-EX ....sessecssee $25.00 1984 Fleer (200), MT -.....sssssessessese $20.00 Dept. SM 
1972 Topps (200), EX ..ecscssesssssseeesesees $45.00 1985 Fleer (200), MT .....-ssssessssneeee $15.00 

1973 Topps (200), EX .-sssssecseereeeeseers $55.00 1986 Fleer (200), MT .....ssessssssecee $12.00 P.O. Box 656 
1974 Topps (200), EX ..sessssseesseeeesens $50.00 1984 Donruss (100), MT ..........sees- $15.00 . 
1975 Topps (200), EX soveccssssesersseesssens $45.00 1985 Donruss (100), MT ....se.sssseee $9.50 Stevens Point, 
1976 Topps (200), EX-MT .esesscsesssee $39.00 1986 Donruss (200), MT ......sss0se0 $15.00 WI 54481 
1977 Topps (200), EX-MT ......s::s000 $32.00 1988 Topps Big (100), MT ...........-. $9.50 

1978 Topps (200), EX-MT ....ccccsseses $26.00 1988 Leaf (100), MT wsssssssssssessesssre $9.50 715-344-0610 
1979 Topps (200), EX-MT .....-sseese0s0 $20.00 1990 Leaf (100), MT .ssessssseeessssesees $17.00 Hours: 

1980 Topps (200), EX-MT ....sssssssss000+ $19.00 1989 Upper Deck (200), MT ......... $19.00 M Fri. 10-9: 
1981 Topps (300), EX-MT .........:ss00s $19.00 1987 O-Pee-Chee (100), MT .......+.- $9.50 On.-Fri. 1U-7; 
1982 Topps (300), MT «...sssessscsssseesees $19.00 1991 Topps Stadium (100), MT..... $19.00 Sat. 9:30-5; 
1983 Topps (300), MT ....ecceceecerensres $19.00 Condition Guide: MT = Mint; EX-MT=Excel- Sun. 11-5 

1984 Topps (300), MT .....:.eseseeeeseseees $19.00 lent-Mint; EX=Excellent; VG-EX=Very Good- : s 


1985 Topps (300), MT ......-s-s-seeesensees $19.00 Excellent. Starter sets include common play- es =a 
1981 Fleer (200), MT .....:-ssssssseseeevees $15.00 ers, minor stars and rookies. RS ae 


ALL IN THE CARDS continued from page 15 


Given all this activity, it probably is:no sur- 
pise that old cards increased tenfold in val- 
ue—and in some cases more—in the ‘80s. 
The new totals definitely were no longer mea- 
sured in small change. Mickey Mantle’s 1952 
Topps card, the most ballyhooed of modern- 
day issues, jumped to almost $10,000 in mint 
condition by the end of the decade. And a 
complete '52 Topps set of 407 cards, if you 
could find one, went for around $40,000. A 
1951 Bowman Mantle now sells for $5,000, a 
"51 Bowman Willie Mays for $2,000, and a '52 
Topps Mays for $1,350. A 1954 Topps rookie 
card of Hank Aaron also goes for $1,350, a 
1968 Nolan Ryan for $1,250, a 1967 Tom 
Seaver and a 1955 Roberto Clemente for 
$1,150 each. A 1963 Topps Pete Rose rookie 
card still brings $600, despite his banishment 
from baseball. 

Several of the nation’s major auction 
houses, such as Sotheby's and Christie's, 
jumped on the bandwagon. Last year, New 
York-based Sotheby's, which is used to deal- 
ing in fine art, auctioned a sports card collec- 
tion owned by Southern California sporting 
goods magnate Jim Copeland for $4.2 mil- 
lion—well above the pre-sale estimate of $3.6 
million. A T-206 Wagner card sold for an as- 
tounding $451,000 to Los Angeles Kings own- 
er Bruce McNall and his superstar player, 
Wayne Gretzky. A '52 Topps Mantle card, 
which received more than a dozen bids that 
topped $25,000, eventually went for $49,500, 
Other cards sold for stratospheric sums, too. 
A 1910 Turkey Red tobacco card of Ty Cobb 
garnered $13,000, a 1933 Sport King Babe 
Ruth card $5,750. A complete set of 1915 
Cracker Jack cards went for an astonishing 
$60,000. All told, the 880 lots brought more 
than $4 million. 

“Sotheby's obviously reached people with 
money,” said veteran New York dealer and 
hobby magazine publisher Lew Lipset. "Fifty 
thousand is just pocket change to some of the 
people who were bidding. They might spend 
$40 million for a Van Gogh.” 

Still, those were amazing totals for just plain 
old baseball cards, which once would have 
been sniffed at by serious auctioneers. 

The rapid escalation in prices and the rapid 
growth in card collecting that went along with 
it didn’t happen without considerable growing 
Pains. When the new riches became appar- 
ent, fast-buck artists and shady operators 
aplenty entered the hobby. Heading into the 
1990s, the sports memorabilia community suf- 
fered a black eye inflicted by a highly critical 
1989 series in the Philadelphia /nquirer, which 
chronicled abuses and sleaze of all sorts. 
Counterfeiting, card alteration, overgrading of 
cards, and price gouging all became serious 
concerns. Several card-grading services 
jumped into the market, offering—for a sub- 
stantial fee—the opportunity to pinpoint the 
condition of a card and then seal it forever- 
more in plastic, like a rare coin. It was an idea 
whose time did not appear to have come. 

At the 1991 National Sports Collectors Con- 
vention in Anaheim, CA, there were several 
mob scenes as unruly crowds stormed the 
hall, scrambling for free samples of special- 
issue promotional cards that were handed out 
by various sponsors, Some of the cards then 
were quickly sold for whopping prices in 
places like the convention parking lot. Every- 
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where you looked were hype and heat sur- 
rounding baseball cards. Old-timers won- 
dered where their once cloistered, friendly lit- 
tle hobby was headed. 

One argument of the ‘80s was between 
those who saw the baseball market as an un- 
stoppable force and those wha envisioned an 
imminent collapse. The economic slump of 
the late ‘80s did thwart some card investors, 
but the market didn’t crash. 

Financial wizards warned that buying newer 
cards for future investment was a much riskier 
proposition than purchasing older cards, 
which were printed in far fewer numbers. But 
the counter argument was that there will al- 
ways be new players and new collectors inter- 
ested in their cards, sustaining and extending 
the appeal. In the early 1990s, that certainly 
seemed to be the case, as young players 
such as Ken Griffey Jr., Frank Thomas, and 
Steve Avery became fan favorites. It's amaz- 
ing when you consider the quantities of cards 
that are printed today, but Griffey Jr.'s 1989 
Upper Deck rookie card and Thomas's 1990 
Leaf rookie card each sells for about $60. 

All the major cardmakers except Sportflics, 
which offered three photos per card in what 
was called “Magic Motion" animation—and 
proved too gimmicky—survived into the new 
decade. And the survivors kept expanding, 
despite the still-sluggish economy. 

The hit of the '90s so far has been upscale 
cards: well-made, high-tech products that are 
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also high in cost but relatively low in numbers 
manufactured. Almost every major cardmaker 
went to high-quality products, such as Leaf, 
Fleer Ultra, and O-Pee-Chee Premier. But 
Topps Stadium Club, a 600-card set issued in 
two, 300-card series in 1991, created the 
greatest stir. It carried a suggested retail price 
of $1.25 a pack, but shortly after its release, 
dealers were asking—and getting—four or 
five times that much for first-series cards. 

“We thought the Stadium Club cards would 
do pretty well," said Topps spokesman Timm 
Boyle. “But we were disappointed that some 
people in the marketplace took advantage of 
the limited supply and charged such high 
prices. We realize, though, that once dealers 
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buy the product, they can do whatever they 
want with it.” 

The major unanswered question was 
whether the perceived scarcity of the Stadium 
Club cards made the steep asking price valid. 
Topps, which has always guarded its produc- 
tion figures as closely as the Pentagon does 
defense secrets, was no help. It didn’t release 
numbers this time, either. Many collectors 
also wondered, because of the intense inter- 
est in the upscale sets, what would happen to 
the regular-issue baseball card sets that have 
become hobby staples. 

It seemed certain, however, that baseball 
cards—whatever their form or cost—were 
here to stay. Because, after being on the 
fringes of collecting for so many years, they 
now have become too ingrained in the Ameri- 
can consciousness to go away. Duane Gar- 
rett, president of Richard Wolffers Auctions of 
San Francisco, an old-line stamp auction firm 
that has become one of the nation’s leading 
players in'sports memorabilia sales, thinks the 
phenomenon is tied to the increasing popular- 
ity of baseball itself. 

“There has been such.an explosion of inter- 
est in baseball in this country,” said Garrett, a 
prominent attorney and long-time collector 
who has managed to merge business and 
pleasure through baseball cards. "Its effect 
on the American psyche is like that of no other 
sport, and with expansion, it will grow even 
larger. Many people are obsessed with base- 
ball, as | am. | love the pastoral nature of it. 
The game provides an enormous release, and 
its cards and memorabilia provide a flood of 
memories.” 

The memories, combined with the big mon- 
ey, have produced a unique mix, Last Octo- 
ber, in the first sports collectibles auction held 
by Superior Galleries of Beverly Hills, CA, 
whose majority Owner just happens to be 
sports entrepreneur McNall, a 1952 Topps 
baseball card set that could have been 
pieced together for pennies the year it was 
issued sold for $100,000. 

That was enough to make even people wha 
didn't know Mickey Mantle from Mickey 

Mouse pay attention. 
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Please tell us about yourse 


rom time to time we at STREET & SMITH’S BASEBALL have questions wed 
like to ask our readers. Today we need help from many of you—even those who 
don’t often answer questionnaires. We won’t take much of your'time, and who 
knows, you may even win a compact disc player, a video cassette recorder or a stereo TV; 
Just fill in this brief questionnaire and mail the form as soon as possible. Thank you! 


4. Which of these other STREET & SMITH’S SPORTS MAGAZINES do you read? (Please check as many as apply.) 


Pro Football s-1 College Football G -2 Pro Basketball Q -: College Basketball (3 -4 
2. How long have you been reading STREET & SMITH’S Baseball? 
New reader (2-1 2 Years 3 4 Years 0-5 6-9 Years 7 
4 Year 2-2 3 Years 2-4 5 Years Q-6 410 Years or More 4-8 
3. How much of this book would you say you have read? All or Practically All Q10-1 About 3/43 
About 1/2 (4-2 1/4 or less )-a 
4. Inan average week during the season about how often do you refer to the Baseball Issue? 
times. 12- 


5. Not including yourself, how many other friends or family members will read or look through your copy of 
STREET & SMITH’S Baseball? 


Number of Males____- Md Number of Females___ ie 
6. a) Did you buy either of the following sports books last year? 
Bill Mazeroski’s Baseball Yes Oi7- NoQ2 
Sporting News Baseball Yearbook Yes (y1e-1 Nog 
b) Please indicate how often you read each of the following publications. 
Read Read Hardly Never 
Regularly Occasionally Ever Read Read 
Inside Sports oO ia] Q Gi9- 
Sport Q a] oO Q20- 
Sports Illustrated oO QO Oo (y2t- 
The Sporting News 4 Q 4 ae 


7. Inan average week what percentage of your television viewing time is spent watching college and professional 
sports events? Less than 25% (234 25%-49% 2 50%-74% 3s 75%-100% Oa 


8. Do you ever take a radio or television with you when attending sports events? Yes (24-1 Nog. 


PASSENGER CARS 
9. a) How many passenger cars, including station wagons, are currently owned by all the people in your household? 


Number of Cars______ 2- None Q-o 


For each car currently owned, please indicate: 1st Car 2nd Car 3rd Car 
b) Make (i.e., Oldsmobile, Mercury, BMW, Toyota) 


©) Model (i.e., Toronado, Cougar, 318, Celica) a ee eee 
d) Year Model ; rn ee a 
e) Was it bought new or used?: New Qj301 Usedg-2 News: UsedQ-2 New(j4o1 Used Q2 
40. a) Do you or any member of your household plan to buy a car in the next 2 years? Yes Dya1-1 NoQ2 
b) If yes, will it be a: Domestic Car Qa2-1 Imported Car 2 Not Sure 3 


CAR MAINTENANCE 
44. a)Do you ever do your own car maintenance work? Yes (43-1 NoQ-2 
b) If so, which of the following do you do? (Please check as many as apply.) 
Replace Tires Qy44-1 Change Oil O-3 Change Oil Filter G-5 
Change Air Filter 2 Tune-Ups 2-4 Replace Windshield Wipers 2-6 
TRUCKS, MINI-VANS, VANS & SPORT/UTILITY (OFFROAD) VEHICLES 


42. a) Do you or any member of your household currently own any pick-up trucks, mini-vans, vans or sports utility 
(offroad) vehicles used partly or entirely for personal or recreational uses? Yes Qy4s-1 No.2 
b) If so, which of the following? 
Compact/ Mid-Sized Pickup Qs-1 Full Size Pick-up 9-3 Mini-van Q-4 Van (3-5 


Sport/Utility (offroad) 2-2 Please con ti nue 
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Please tell us a little more... 


BEVERAGES 
13. Please “X” those beverages that you personally drink or serve at home or away from home. If you have mixed 
drinks, such as whiskey sours, check the type of liquor they contain. 
Domestic Whiskies Q47-1 — Scotch/Canadian/Irish Whisky Q-s Vodka/Rum/Gin/Tequila Q-s 
Brandy/CognacQ 2 Cordials/Liqueurs Q-6 Wine/Champagne/Vermouth Q-3 
SchnappsQ 3 Domestic Beer 9-7 Imported Beers 9-0 
Bottled Spring or Mineral Water - Tonic Water/Club Soda/Ginger Ale etc. Q-x 
b. If your drink/serve beer, do you ever buy it by the case? Yes (yas-1 Nog 
Cc, In an average month, approximately how often do you entertain at home? ao. 


50- 
MEN'S TOILETRIES & GROOMING AIDS 
14. Which of the following men’s toiletries or grooming aids do you use? (Please check as many as apply,) 
Pre-shave Lotion Qs1-1 Disposable Shaver 2-4 Hair Grooming Products 2-7 
Shaving Cream or Gel -2 After-shave Lotion G-5 Cologne Q-a 
Blade Shaver) -3 Electric Razor Q-6 
SPORTS PARTICIPATION 
15. Do you yourself actively participate in any sports activity? Yes Q)52-1 No Q-2 
a) If so, which activities? 
b) In the past year have you purchased any running/athletic shoes? Yes Qs5-1 Nog 
HOME ELECTRONICS 
16. Do you or any member of your household own a video.cassette recorder? Yes Os61 Nog 
a) If so, approximately how many blank and/or pre-recorded tapes have you purchased in the past year? 
Blank Tapes______57- Pre-recorded Tapes________ 52. 
b) Do you tape televised sports events? : Yes Qei-1 No.2 
c) Do you or any member of your household own: 
ACompact Disc Player? Yes Qe2-1 
A Camcorder? Yes je3-1 
CHARACTERISTICS 
17. Are you: Male Qe-1 Female 2-2 
18. Yourage: Under 18 Ges-1 25-2993 35-39 -5 45-4997 55-59 -9 65 or over -x 
18-249 2 30-3494 40-44 2-6 50-54 Q:8 60-64 2.0 
19. What is your marital status? Single Qes-1 Married (-2 Widowed, Divorced, Separated -s 
20. Are you: White Qje7-1 Black .2 Hispanic -3 Oriental -4 Other Q-s 


21. Which of the following best describes your present employment status? 

Employed Full-Time Qes-1 Employed Part-Time Q-2 Not Employed Q-3 

If employed full or part time: a) What is your particular job called? 

b) Does the job have a title? What is it? 
C) Please indicate below the annual income you personally get from your job before taxes: 
Less than $10,000 73-1 $15,000-$19,999-s $25,000-$34,999 gs $50,000 or More Q-7 
$10,000-$14,999 -2  $20,000-$24,999-  $35,000-S49,999 c)-. 
. What is the highest level you completed in school? 

Some High School or Less (74-1 Attended College 1-3 Years (-4 
High School Graduate Q 2 College Graduate Q-s 
Attended College Less Than 1 Year 3 Professional or Graduate School After 4 Years of College Qs 


. What is the total combined annual income before taxes of all members of your household including yourself, that is, 
income from jobs as well as other sources? 


Less than $15,000 Q75-1 $20,000-$24,999.g)-3 $30,000-$34,999 4s $40,000-$49,999 1.7 $75,000 & OverQ.s 
$15,000-$19,999Q -2 $25,000-$29,999 G-4 $35,000-$39,999 19-6 $50,000-$74,999 Gs 


76-802 
OPTIONAL: If you wish to be entered in the sweepstakes, please fill in your 
Than k you for your help. name, address, phone number, prize preference and return by June 3, 1992. 
j ‘ A i en i ee 
Please mail to: 


ADDRESS. 
John Seney CITY, STATE, ZIP 


Street & Smith’s Sports Group a. a ae 
360 Madison Avenue PRIZE PREFERENCE: 


New York, New York 10017 Compact Disc Player g Video Cassette Recorder Q StereoTVQ 
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Pick the 
#1 Teams 
in the 
American 
& National 
League at 
the end of 
the 992 
season 


Here's my prediction for 1992 
American League National League 

#1 Eastern __ #1 Eastern 
#1 Western #1 Western 


Name 


Address 


City. State Zip 


Mail to: Street & Smith’s 

ve World Series Sweepstakes 
304 East 45th Street 

N.Y. N.Y. 10017 


"Not sponsored or endorsed by Major League Baseball” 


OFFICIAL RULES: 1.NO PURCHASE NECESSARY. To enter complete the official entry form or a hand-drawn facsimile and mail to “Street & Smith's World Series Sweepstakes”, 304 East 45th Street, New York, 


forms will be eligible. Not responsible for lost, late, damaged, misdirected, illegible or postage due mail. No 


NLY. 10017. Entries for the drawing must be received by July 14, 1992. Only completed ent 

photocopied or mechanically reproduced entries will be accepted, Only one entry per envelope. 2.One winner will receive one pair of tickets to one game in the 1992 World Series. The winner will be chosen ina 
random drawing of all the entries who have correct selected the teams that win their divisions as indicated on the entry, by the publisher of Street & Smith's Sports Group, whose decision is final. Drawing will 
be held one week after the official concluding date of the regular 1992 Major League Baseball season. The prize is not transferable, and has a 
sponsor in case of unavailability in which case a prize of equal value or greater value will be substitute 
required to complete an affidavit of eligibility and a liability/publicity release which must be returned within 14 days of date of notification, or al 
responsibility of the winner. Acceptance of prize constitutes permission to use the winner's name and likeness for p 


face value of approximately $100. No substitution for prize except by 


d. Transportation and other expenses are not included in the prize. Winner will be notified by mail and may be 
Iternate winner will be selected. Income and other taxes, if any, are 


ublicity purposes without additional compensation. 3.Sweepstakes is open to general public of 


f its affiliates, subsidiaries, dealers, advertising and production agencies and their families. If a minor wins the prize, it will be awarded to his 


any age except il of Street & Smith’s Sports say and any o' n e t 
or her parent or guardian. Odds of winning are determined by the total number of entries raceived. Subject to all Federal, State, and local rules and regulations. Void where prohibited. 4.For name of the winner, 
send a self-addressed envelope, before November 15, 1992 to “Street & Smith's World Series Winner's List”, 304 East 45th Street, New York, N.Y. 10017. 


by BOB SNYDER 
SYRACUSE HERALD-JOURNAL 


Attention, agents, investment bankers, 
real estate brokers, and money men ev- 


erywhere: Here are tomorrow's multimillion- 
aire ball players. Get out your calculators, put 
on your best suit, and start your sales engines. 

Fate has smiled on baseball's raokies in re- 
cent even-numbered years. Roger Clemens, 
Dwight Gooden, Mark Langston, Terry Pen- 
dleton, Kirby Puckett, and Juan Samuel were 
the top freshmen in 1984. The 1986 season 
produced Barry Bonds, Jose Canseco, Will 
Clark, Wally Joyner, Barry Larkin, Ruben Sier- 
ra, Danny Tartabull, and Todd Worrell. Two 
years later, Roberto Alomar, Ron Gant, Mark 
Grace, Bryan Harvey, Chris Sabo, and Walt 
Weiss made their appearance on the major 
league scene. And last season's sophomores, 
featuring Sandy Alomar, Steve Avery, Scott 
Erickson, Juan Gonzalez, Dave Justice, Frank 
Thomas, and Robin Ventura, show exception- 
al promise, 

Now we present an evenhanded preview of 
the Bobby Bonillas, Jack Morrises, and Dar- 
ren Daultons of tomorrow: the Class of 1992. 


RIGHT-HANDED PITCHER 

Cal Eldred. Milwaukee (13-9, 3.75 ERA at 
Denver). You wouldn't have picked Eldred af- 
ter his 3-8 start last season in the American 
Association. But he went 10-1 the rest of the 
way, including a victory in the division clinch- 
er, and he won both of his decisions with the 
Brewers. Eldred is a strikeout pitcher who 
should fit into a rotation that annually has one 
or more starters on the disabled list. 

Contenders: Paul McClellan, San Francis- 
co; Pat Mahomes, Minnesota. McClellan 
pitched well in Triple-A after going 11-1 at 
Double-A Shreveport, but he may not begin 
the season by the bay. If not, he'll be there 
shortly. Mahomes, too, spent a majority of the 
season in Double-A (8-5, 1.78, 136 strikeouts 
in 116 innings at Orlando), but he is a candi- 
date for the opening Jack Morris created on 
the champion Twins’ staff when he jumped to 
the Toronto Blue Jays. 

LEFT-HANDED PITCHER 

Wilson Alvarez, Chicago White Sox. He was 
10-6 with a sub-2.00 ERA and averaged more 
than a strikeout per inning at Double-A Bir- 
mingham. Technically not a rookie, Alvarez 
won three of his five big-league decisions, in- 
cluding a no-hitter, in 56 innings with the White 
Sox in '91, 

Also: Lance Dickson, Chicago Cubs, On 
the other side of the Windy City, Dickson must 
show he's fully recovered from the stress frac- 
ture in his right foot that limited him to 101 
Innings at Triple-A (4-4, 3.11, 101 Ks), 
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RELIEF PITCHER 

Mark Wohlers, Atlanta. His ERA was well be- 
low 1.00 in AA/AAA, where Wohlers saved 42 
games before saving two more ahd winning 
three for Atlanta, He should be a stopper for 
Bobby Cox this season. 

Contenders: John Wetteland, Montreal: 
Daryl Irvine, Boston; Darrin Chapin, Philadel- 
phia Phillies. Wetteland, successful in 20 of 21 
Triple-A save opportunities as a Dodger chat- 
tel, can fill a bullpen void for Montreal. Irvine 
had 17 saves in Triple-A, where Chapin won 
10 and saved 12 with a 1.95 ERA. 

CATCHER 

Todd Hundley, New York Mets. Because the 
Rangers’ Ivan Rodriguez jumped from the 
Texas League to 288 at bats in the majors, 
we'll go with Hundley, son of the former Cubs’ 
backstop. Known for his defensive prowess, 
he displayed some pop from both sides of the 
plate at Tidewater (.273, 14 HR, 66 RBI), He 
didn't hit in his brief stint with the Mets last 
season, but he should be the No. 1 catcher. 

Contenders: Dave Nilsson, Milwaukee; Car- 
los Hernandez, Los Angeles; Lenny Webster, 
Minnesota; Tom Prince, Pittsburgh; Eddie 
Taubensee, Houston; John Ramos, New York 
Yankees. A Wealth of good young catchers. If 
B.J. Surhoff brushes aside his challenge, Nils- 
son (.418 in 65 games at E] Paso) will have to 
play every day in Triple-A. Hernandez (.345 in 
95 games at Albuquerque) can throw out run- 
ners and give Mike Scioscia a breather, Web- 
ster already has had a glimpse of big-league 
postseason play. Prince was the best defen- 
sive catcher in the American Association. The 
Astros dealt with Cleveland for Taubensee 
(.310 at Colorado Springs) and now plan to 
move Craig Biggio to second base. Ramos 
may have won a big-league job by hitting over 
300 in Triple-A. 

FIRST BASE 

Lee Stevens, California. Wally Joyner's depar- 
ture makes Stevens the Angels’ man at first. 
His 19 home runs and 96 ribbies (.314 aver- 
age) at Edmonton, plus seven doubles in 58 at 
bats for California in September, suggest he's 
ready at last for an everyday role. 

Contenders: Tino Martinez, Seattle: Eric 
Karros, Los Angeles. Both had big years in the 
Pacific Coast Leagus. It's time for Martinez 
(.326, 18, 86 at Calgary) to produce in the 
majors now. Karros (.316, 22, 101 at Albu- 
querque) could compete with the newly ac- 
quired Todd Benzinger as the Dodgers try to 
replace Eddie Murray. 

SECOND BASE 

Andres Santana, San Francisco (.316 with 45 
Stolen bases al Phoenix). More likely a candi- 
date for 1993, Santana is a switch hitter who 
can run but lacks power 

Contenders; Bret Boone, Seattle; Todd 
Haney, Montreal. Boone, son of ageless 
catcher Bob Boone, may wind up at short- 
stop, Haney was the top defensive second 
baseman in the American Association. 


SHORTSTOP 

Eddie Zosky, Toronto (.264 at Syracuse). Be- 
cause Andujar Cedeno played 67 games with 
the Astros, last year and the Dodgers' Jose 
Offerman has had a shot already, we'll go with 
Zosky. He had the strongest arm and was the 
No. 1 playerat his position in the Internetional 
League in ’91 and should challenge Manny 
Lee for the job on the Blue Jays. 

Contenders: Wil Cordero, Montreal; Royce 
Clayton, San Francisco; Gary DiSarcina Cali- 
fornia; Rey Sanchez, Chicago Cubs. Cordero, 
20, whose Triple-A season ended when he 
was hit by a pitch on July 31, and Clayton, 21, 
who played Double-A ball, are very young. 
DiSarcina (.310 at Edmonton) is excellent de- 
fensively, but the Angels need offense. San- 
chez, who was out all of 1990, batted .290 in 
Triple-A last season. 

THIRD BASE 

Jim Thome, Cleveland, A long shot, consider- 
ing he spent most of ’91 in Double-A (337). 
But Thome's rapid climb up the minor league 
ladder (he's hit everywhere), his .255 Septem- 
ber debut in Cleveland, his 82 RBIs overall, 
and the Indians’ glaring need to find someone 
for the position are signs that he'll get a7 op- 
portunity in the spring. 

Contenders: Scott Cooper, Boston; Jave 
Hansen, Los Angeles; John Wehner, Pitts- 
burgh; Chris Donnels, New York Mets 
Doesn't Cooper have to swing the bat in Fen- 
way in April? He hit .457 in 35 late-season at 
bats with the Red Sox (.277, 15, 72 at Paw- 
tucket), Hansen (.303 at Albuquerque) could 
be @ regular at Dodger Stadium, where he 
doesn't have to compete with anyone like 
Wade Boggs. Wehner hit .340 in 37 games 
with the Pirates before being.injured, Donnels 
batted 303 at Tidewater 
OUTFIELD 
Derek Bell, Toronto; Reggie Sanders, Cincin- 
nati; Ruben Amaro, Philadelphia. Bell certain- 
ly seems prepared to add another weapon to 
the Blue Jays’ potent arsenal, He batted .346 
with 13 homers, 93 RBis, and 27 steals in Tri- 
ple-A. Sanders (.315 at Chattanooga) could 
take over center field for the departed Eric 
Davis at Riverfront. Amaro, whose namesake 
father played for the Phils, came over from the 
Angels in the trade for Von Hayes after prov- 
ing to be one of the P.C_L.'s premier hitters 
He doesn't pack a lot of power (.326, 3, 42), 
but Amaro, who can also play second base, 
offers versatility. 

Contenders; Gerald Williams, New York 
Yankees; Luis Mercedes, Baltimore: Kenny 
Lofton, Cleveland. The Yankees wouldn't part 
with Williams during offseason trade talks, but 
will he have to spend ‘92 on the shuttle to 
Columbus? Mercedes (.334 at Rochester) 
was the top rookie in the International League. 
The Astros’ loss of Lofton, the P.C.L.'s most 
exciting player, could be the Indians’ gain. A 
former Arizona basketball star, Lofton can hit 
(308) and run (17 triples and 40 steals), 
DESIGNATED HITTER 
Reggie Jefferson, Cleveland, Last season, 
Jefferson wasn't in one place long enough to 
receive his mail. But he did hit over .300 in 
Triple-A. If he's not at first, he could be pen- 
ciled in as the DH. 

Contender: Terry Lee, Cincinnati. Another 
first baseman, Lee could find a niche—though 
not as a DH in the National League—after an 
All-Star season in the American Association, 
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If you take baseball seriously, you undoubtedly find 
yourself second-guessing the manager of your favorite 
team fairly frequently. You may even believe you could 
do a better job than the man in the dugout. If so, HERE’S 
YOUR CHANCE TO PROVE IT! 


MANAGE EVERY SINGLE BIG LEAGUE TEAM! 


Yes, you can manage all 26 clubs with the APBA Pro- 
fessional Baseball Game. APBA is the original dice- 
activated personnel baseball board game, and it’s been 
making managers out of fans for forty years. 


REALISTIC CHALLENGES FOR APBA MANAGERS 


To be a successful APBA manager, you’ll need to 
know the strengths and weaknesses of your ballplayers, 
because you’ll be making the same decisions a real big 
league skipper does. In the late innings with the score 
tied, do you pinch-run for a slow runner like George Bell, 
knowing you’ll lose his bat for the remainder of the 
game? At what point do you replace a dangerous hitter 
like Albert Belle for a better defensive outfielder? Which 
situations call for your closer — Rob Dibble, for example 
— out of the bullpen? 

You'll call for the hit-and-run, sacrifice bunts and in- 
tentional walks when you see fit. 

APBA managers face other problems as well. At times 
your players will suffer injuries, and you’ll have to find 
somebody to fill in for a star like Jose Canseco or Darryl! 
Strawberry. 

WITH APBA, IN FACT, YOU ARE MORE THAN JUST A 
MANAGER. YOU CAN MAKE TRADES. YOU CAN 
ESTABLISH YOUR OWN ALL-STAR TEAMS. YOU CAN 
EVEN CREATE YOUR OWN LEAGUE AND DRAFT 
PLAYERS FROM SCRATCH. NO MATTER WHAT YOU 
DO, YOUR PLAYERS WILL PERFORM JUST AS THEY 
DO IN REAL LIFE — IN HITTING, FIELDING AND 
PITCHING. 


NOW APBA BASEBALL IS AVAILABLE 
IN SOFTWARE FORM, TOO 


APBA Baseball is available for IBM 
computers, too! Get the full story on 
the software and its hardware re- 
quirements. Just check the second 
block on the coupon at right, or ask 


©Copyright 1992 


GRANDSTAND MANAGERS——MOVE OUT OF 
THE GRANDSTAND AND INTO THE DUGOUT! 
Manage Real Big League Baseball Players With The 


APBA PROFESSIONAL BASEBALL GAME 


APBA GAME COMPANY, INC. 
1001-11B Millersville Road 


Bats: Right Throws: Right 
Height: 5-8 Weight: 210 
Born: 3-14-61 Chicago, III. 

Kirby 

“Stub” 


PUCKETT 


(F) (OF-3) (2B-5) (3B-3) (SS-6) 
1l- 0-1 31- 9-6 51- 8-5 
12- 25-7 32- 26-7 52- 27-7 
13- 14-6 33- 0-1 53- 16-6 
14- 30-11 34- 31-11 54- 32-11 
15S- 8-2 35- 9-6 55- 8-1 
16- 28-6  36- 14-6 56- 34-6 
21- 32-6 41- 24-6 61- 12-6 
22- 0-1 42- 40-6 62- 13-6 
23- 26-6  43- 29-6 63- 31-6 
24-31-6 44- 7-1 64- 13-6 
25- 8-4 45- 14-6 65- 35-8 
26- 24-6  46- 13-6 66- 0-1 


Jl © Copyright 1991 APBA 


Above is an exact-size replica of the current edition 
Kirby Puckett card. It’s just one of 520 in the game set, 
and many, many more are optional. 

GET FREE KIRBY PUCKETT SAMPLE CARD NOW! 

We'd like to send you a FREE Kirby Puckett sample 
card, along with a full-color brochure describing the 
APBA Professional Baseball Game in detail. All we 
need is your name and address, and you'll be under 
NO OBLIGATION AT ALL. 

Just call our toll-free APBA BROCHURE SERVICE 
number below. Or, if you prefer, simply fill out and 
mail the coupon below! We'll process your request 
within one working day! 


for toll-free Brochure Service ONLY, call 


1-800-334-APBA 


ask for extension 11B 
operators on duty Monday through Friday 
8 A.M. - 12 P.M. and 1 P.M. - 5 P.M. (Eastern Time) 


for computer baseball information 
when you call. 


Post Office Box 4547 = 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17604-4547 


0) Please rush me KIRBY PUCKETT player card and 17” x 12” 
full-color brochure describing the APBA Professional 
Baseball (board) Game — BOTH FREE! | understand there is 
NO OBLIGATION to buy. 


O Send me FREE information on APBA Computer Baseball. 
Name 
SSeS ee 


Address Ee 
i ee a a a Zip 


for toll-free 
Brochure Service ONLY, call 


1-800-334-APBA 


ask for extension 11B 
8-12 and 1-5 Mon-Fri, Eastern Time 


APBA Game Company, Inc. 
1001-11B Millersville Road 
Post Office Box 4547 
Lancaster, Pennsylvania 17604-4547 


Unsolicited advice 


and observations on the 


state of the game 


Everybody's got a list these days. David 


Letterman trots out a Top 10 each night. : 


Santa Claus has been making his list and 
checking it twice for years now. Richard Nix- 
on—or was it Otis Nixon?—used to maintain 
an enemies list. You've got your wish list, 
check list, and shopping list. Your draft list, 
mailing list, and hit list. 

All of this is making us feel a bit listless. To 
remedy that, we present the following base- 
ball-related lists. Some should be taken seri- 
ously. Some are pure fantasy. You could call 
us to complain, but our phone is unlisted. 


Five moves that commissioner Fay Vincent 
should immediately make if he wakes up 
one day and discovers that he has the om- 
nipotent powers of a king: 

1. Ban Rotisserie and fantasy leagues. Our 
sport has been overrun by mercenaries wear- 
ing vinyl-pocket pen holders and dialing 1- 
900 numbers at 3am to learn if Alvaro Espinoza 
homered on the coast. These nerds aren't 
fans. They don't root for teams or follow pen- 
nant races. They care only for box scores and 
decimal points. They must be stopped, Mr. 
Commissioner. 

2. Restrict George Will from any more writ- 
ings on baseball. There's enough pretension 
around without this literary Howard Cosell 
describing baseball as “essence 
meeting infinity.” Huh? 


Please limit Will’s future xs 


Sip 
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pontifications to the political circuit and let 
others handle the really important stuff. 

3. Eject the louts. A trip to the ballpark now- 
adays can be like a trip to a waterfront saloon. 
Would someone please explain why modern- 
day Cro-Magnons get bombed and surly at 
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ball games when they could do it at a bar for : 


half the price and around comrades who 
would truly appreciate their act? 

4. Toss out the whiners. We're talking play- 
ers here, snivelers like Jack Armstrong, who 
reacted to a contract offer by saying, “I'd rath- 
er work on a tuna boat for $30,000 than let the 
Reds add injury to their insult.” Hey, good rid- 
dance. Somehow, baseball's heroes have 


évolved from Frank Merriwell into Freddy ; 


Krueger. 
5. Put in a salary cap. Enough is enough. 


We all know by now that the free-market sys- : 
tem just doesn't work in baseball. Neither, of : 


course, did the indentured servitude of the old 


days. Giving players a fixed percentage of the ; 
gross works in the NBA; it's time to make it : 


work in the major leagues. 


O.K., maybe that's just dreaming. But one : 


increasing length of the games. 
With that in mind, 
we present: 


ILLUSTRATED BY STEVE HAEFELE 


problem that baseball needs to : 
deal with soon is the ever- : 


evevesereeeeee 


by GLEN MACNOW 


PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER 


Six ways to get fans in and out of the park 
in less than three hours: 

1. Install the Deshaies Rule, limiting the 
number of pickoff attempts to, say, a half- 
dozen per runner. Is anything in baseball 
more tedious than an endless game of catch 
between pitcher and first baseman? At the 
same time... 

2. Dump the balk. If Pascual Perez wants to 
hurl it to first between his legs, we say why 
not? Let pitchers get creative. Too many slow- 
footed runners are stealing too many bases, 
which, again, slows down the game. 

3. Broadcast mound conferences between 
pitchers and catchers over the stadium loud- 
speakers. We've always suspected that 
they're out there chatting about the blonde in 
Section 38 or deciding whether to order an- 
chovies on the postgame pizza. Let the public 
hear what's going on and you'll be surprised 
how many fewer meetings they need. 

4. Install a trap door just outside the batter's 
box. Any player who spends more than 10 
seconds pulling up his gloves, adjusting his 
cup, or tapping his spikes is dropped into the 
Pit of Terror, where he spends the rest of the 
game listening to Donald Fehr and Bud Selig 
debate fiscal responsibility. 

5. Make the intentional walk automatic. 
Must we be forced to endure four silly pitch- 
outs just because once every 37 years the 
pitcher accidentally throws one away? Just 
have the ump wave the batter to first and let's 
get on with the game. 

6. Never, ever, ever allow instant replay of 
umps' calls. 

The next list could fill volumes. We limited it 
to a mere 10: 


Ten reasons why baseball is better 
than football: 

1. Baseball scores aren't nullified by a yel- 
low flag. No one ever had a home run called 
back because of clipping. 

2. You don't have to flip a coin to decide 
who bats first. 

3. Baseball managers don't wear headsets, 
carry clipboards, and mumble incoherently 
about “containment” and “intensity within the 
red zone.” They never insist upon “reviewing 
the tapes” before declaring whether someone 
made a bonehead play. 

4. Far as we know, nobody in baseball takes 
steroids to bulk up. 

5. Spring training means watching young 
phenoms blossom and grizzled vets struggle 
to hang on for one more season, all under the 
Southern sun. Football's preseason means 
waiting to see which players get injured. 

6. Every football field has the same exact 
dimensions. Meanwhile, baseball has the 
Green Monster, the Tiger Stadium overhang, 
the center-field monuments at Yankee Stadi- 
um, and the vast outfield of Busch. Even its 
negatives are unique: Candlestick’s swirling 
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winds and Minnesota's trash-bag-lined out- 
field walls. 

7. Baseball statistics speak volumes about 
every player's performance. Football stats tell 
m= YOU nothing about 75 percent of the guys on 
Q. the field. 

O 8. We recognize baseball players. Their 

deeds are individual, their faces unobscured 
by helmets. A good fan can imitate dozens of 
batting stances or pitching motions. But how 
many football players can anyone mimic? No- 
table NFLers like Mike Kenn and Don Warren 
are in their second decade of play, and how 
much do we really know about them? 

9. In baseball, you get to keep a ball that 
lands in the stands. 

10. Superior playoffs. Four teams in the 
postseason is better than 12 teams in the 
postseason. |n this case, less equals more. 
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Some baseball bests and worsts: 

Uniforms: Best—Yankees, baseball's 
equivalent of tuxedos. Worst—Blue Jays, 
stuck in the 1970s era of leisure suits and 
platform shoes. Besides, you can't even read 
the numbers. 

Stadium: Best—Wrigley’s ivy-covered 
walls, although Baltimore’s new park may 
steal the title. Worst—Montreal’s Olympic Sta- 
dium, where the action of crumbling girders 
overhead is more dramatic than anything 
down on the field. 

Ballpark food: Best—(tie) Milwaukee's brat- 
wurst with red sauce, Baltimore's crab cakes. 
Worst—Anything at Tiger Stadium, where it's 
safer to bring your own. 

Fans: Best—St. Louis, where they know the 
game and come in droves. Still, we wish 
they'd stop singing along with that infernal 
Budweiser theme. Worst—Pittsburgh, where 
the Pirates couldn't even sell out a playoff 
game last fall. 

Before, we offered unsolicited advice for 
the commissioner. Now, we suggest: 


Seven moves that major league owners 
should make: 

1. Unexpand. Twenty-eight teams is too 
many if it means another season of Dan Schat- 
zeder and Tom Foley. Come to think 
of it, 26 teams is too many. Just for 
the sake of quality, let's go back / 
to 24. So sayonara, Seattle! And (U 
ciao, Cleveland! 

2. Begin interleague play. 

Not too much, maybe just a home- 
and-home series with each club 

every other year. The way things are 
now, half the fans in North America 
never get to see Cecil Fielder in person. 
The other half never see Will Clark. 
That's not right. 


Install a trap door 
outside the batter's box. 
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3. Settle the DH nonsense. At this point, 
we're tired of debating pro and con on the 


issue. We don’t want to argue whether keep- : 
ing Jack Clark's career alive is more benefi- : 
cial than letting Bruce Hurst stumble through : 
another sacrifice-bunt attempt. But we do : 
know this: It became obvious last fall that play- : 
ing under two sets of rules can make the : 
World Series a farce. Let's stuff every owner : 
into a conference room and not unlock the : 


doors until they vote to keep the DH or kill it. 


4. Spend a little money, a pittance—about : 
as much as owners make on sales of soggy : 
nachos—to buy wood bats for college pro- : 


grams and summer leagues. Maybe then, 
pitchers would learn to challenge hitters and 
170-pound infielders would stop swinging fo 
the fences. : 

5. Play weekend World Series games dur- 
ing the day. The 1991 Series was one of the 
best ever. Unfortunately no kid east of the 
Rocky Mountains was awake to see it. If a 
nine-year-old has to go to bed after the sec- 
ond inning, what kind of fan can we expect 
him to be when he grows up? 

6. Give the postseason home-field ad- 
vantage to the team with the better regular- 
season record. Let's face it, the Twins would 
probably sweep the '27 Yankees at the Hump- 
ty Dome. That big an edge shouldn't be de- 
cided by whether this is an even- or odd-num- 
bered year. A team should have to work for it. 

7. Dump the current official scorers. Base- 
ball writers shouldn't handle this work. At the 
very least, it's a conflict of interest. The simple 
solution: Add a fifth umpire to each crew. 
Each day, one ump would be off the field and 
serve as the scorer. 


: The national pastime would survive 
: just fine without: 


1. Reds owner Marge Schott 

2. Umpires union chief Richie Phillips 

3. Two-sport mediocrity Deion Sanders 

4. The Veterans Committee of the Hall of 
Fame 

5. Detroit Tigers president Bo Schem- 
bechler 

6. Scott Boras, dogmatic agent for high- 
priced draft picks. 

7. Cleveland Stadium’s notoriously boorish 
ushers. 

8. Ballpark mascots (Phillie Phanatic ex- 


: cepted) 


; The national pastime cries for the return 


: (in one capacity or another) of: 


1. Joe Morgan 

2. The other Joe Morgan 

3. Yogi 

4. Announcer Ernie Harwell 

5. Bill Lee 

6. Mickey Rivers 

7. Bill Veeck (Well, O.K., he’s passed on. 


; But if this is a fantasy, we're going all the way.) 


8. Dallas Green 
9. Don Zimmer (What? He’s back again? 


: This man has more comebacks than Steve 


Carlton ever dreamed of.) 


Three things that Chris Chambliss, Don 
: Baylor, and Dave Lopes have in common. 


1. They're black. 
2. They're not major league managers. 
3. They carry all the “necessities” of Bill 
Plummer, Buck Showalter, 
and at least half 
the other guys running 
baseball clubs. 
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A) PRO BASEBALL JERSEYS by Russell. Same exact 
jersey as worn by the Pros! All teams in stock, both 
home and road models - including WHITE SOX Black & 
YANKEES Home! Item RPJ. Specify Home or Road. 
Sizes: 36, 40, 44, 48 $89.95 each; size 52, $109.95. 
Blue Jays, Braves, Cardinals, Expos, Phillies: add $20.00. 
B) PRO BATTING PRACTICE JERSEYS by Russell. 
Actual jersey worn by the Pros before game during 
batting practice! All teams in stock! !tem RBJ 
Sizes: S- M- L - XL $49.95. XXL $59.95. 
CUSTOMIZE YOUR PRO JERSEY! Names are $3.25 
per letter. ome 1S! ide pat igit on apes ale 

igi , cuslomize ems are not returnable. 
cigiton font, Allow 6 weeks for delivery on customized items. 
C) GREY WORK-OUT SHIRT by Bike. Ash grey heavy- 
weight cotton shirt with official team logoon front. Same 
as worn by the Pros! ALL TEAMS INSTOCK! Item BGT 
Sizes: M-L-XL $16.95; XXL $18.95 
D) REPLICA BASEBALL JERSEYS are in stock for all 
teams. 50/50 poly/cotton. Childs: M, L $14.95 each; 
Adult sizes S-M-L-XL $18.95 ea.;XXL $20.95. Item BRJ 
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*1-2 week delivery on most orders 
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*Postage: oo shipping within the U. S. 


.95 to APO / FPO, Canada, AK, 
PR, HI: (Money Orders in U.S.$ only). 


*WE MATCH ANY ADVERTISED PRICE! 


12848 SE Suzanne Drive, Hobe Sound, Fla. 33455 


Pay by: [Check OMoney Order 
Creditcard: OVISA OMC ODISCOVER DAE. 


Credit Card #: Exp. Phone #: 


wear! 
Sizes: 6 3/4, 6 7/8, 7, 7 1/8, 7 1/4, 7 3/8, 7 1/2, 7 5/8, 
7 3/4, 7 7/8....... Also available with adjustable back! 
G) PRO BASEBALL JACKETS Same STARTER satin 
jacket as worn by the Pros! Quilted lining, snap front, 
machine washable. All teams in stock! MLB-NFL-NHL- 
NBA! Item BPK Adult sizes: Small, Medium, Large, 
XLarge $84.95 each. (49ers $25.00 extra). 


H) AUTHENTIC GAME WARMER Same lightweight 
cotton jacket as worn on the fie! y the Pros! Snap 
front, unlined. Most teams in stock in limited quantities. 
Item BGW. Sizes: S - M-L - XL $44.95; XXL $53.95. 


Team lettering on back of any jacket, $25 extra. 


1) BASEBALL BUTTON DOWN JERSEYS Sport the 
“Button Down’ look of the pro jersey with this heavy- 
weight 50/50 poly/cotton blend shirt. 

ALL TEAMS IN STOCK! Home model only. Item BBD 
Sizes: S - M- L - XL $36.95 each; XXL $39.95. 

J) TURTLENECKS Official team logo embroidered on 
neck. Most -NFL-NHL teams in stock. 

Item BTN Sizes: M - L- XL $34.95; XXL $41.95. 


K) T-SHIRTS/SWEATSHIRTS High quality with team 
logo screened on front All MLB-NFL-NBA-NHL 
teams & most NCAA teams. (NCAA, NBA & NHL 
teams sizes S-M-L-XL only). 

T-Shirt, ltem BTS. Sizes: S- M-L-XL $12.95. 

XXL - 3XL - 4XL $19.98.......... Sweatshirt, Item BSS: 
Sizes: S- M-L- XL $24.95; XXL - 3XL - 4XL $32.95. 
L) AWARD JACKET by DeLong. Body is finest 24 

oz. melton wool to ensure warmth, durability and 
color fastness. Top grade leather sleeves and 
pocket trim, heavy weight quilt lining, official 

chenille emblems on chest, back & sleeves. All 
MLB-NFL-NBA-NHL teams available! Item BAK. 
Sizes: Small, Medium, Large, XLarge $244.95; 

XXL $264.95; 3XL $284.95, 4XL $304.95 
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OPINION 


MATTERS OF 


In many ways, the sport is as good as—or : 
better than—it ever was. Still, some traditions : 


have gone by the wayside. So here are, 


Eight long-gone sights and sounds 
of baseball that we miss: 


1. Ballpark scoreboards that showed the : 
score and pitching matchup of every out-of- : 


town game. 


2. Players swinging two or three bats over : 
their head while waiting on deck. Where have : 


you gone Ted Kluszewski? 


3. The Saturday afternoon game of the : 


week on NBC. All right, it’s not that long gone, 


but everyone who has suffered through CBS's : 
sporadic and inept coverage pines for return- : 
ing baseball to the network that really knew : 


how to broadcast it. 


4. The sounds of silence. Enough of these > .of the worstand created: : 


ballpark organists stumbling through “Mexi- : 


i ; = The New Seven Dwarfs 
Muzak. Disconnect the scoreboards that im- : e 
plore fans to cheer. Can't we just watch a : at least In terms of personality: 


can Hat Dance.” Halt the between-innings 


game in peace and quiet? 


5. Players who graciously sign autographs : 


without expecting cash in return. Certainly, 


some still do it, but when 18-year-old draft : 


picks get paid to prostitute themselves at card 


shows, it doesn’t speak well for the future of : 


our game. 
6. The old-time tradition of players leaving 
their gloves on the field between innings. In 
fact, it made no sense. But it was kind of neat, 
don’t you think? 
7. Bleacher seats for a buck. To be sold 
only on game day. 


a bunt down on the first pitch. 


All-time great nicknames that need 
to be recycled: 
Howard “Dr. Strangeglove” Johnson 
Rob “The Barber” Dibble 
Terry “Death to Flying Things” Pendleton 
Devon “Twinkletoes” White 
Jack “The Meal Ticket" Morris 
Roger “Big Train” Clemens 
Gary “Suitcase” Carter 
Matt “Losing Pitcher” Young 
Lenny “The Lip” Dykstra 
Carlton “The Human Rain Delay” Fisk 
While we're at it, let's dump that racially of- 


Cleveland Spiders. 


Some things about baseball remain a mys- g 


tery. For example, can anyone explain... 


1. Why the catcher is allowed to block home: years with the following message: “If |can 


plate like a triple-parked Winnebago but the : 


ies " 
second baseman may not block second? > your dreams, too. 


Make Mike Scioscia an infielder and he would 
suddenly be branded the dirtiest player in 
baseball. 


sized Taiwanese pre-teens who annually 
dominate the Little League World Series? How 
come none has ever made it to the majors? 

3. Why the strike zone isn't really the strike 
zone? The rule book clearly defines it as ex- 
tending from the knees to the armpits, but has 


strike in the past five years? 

4. The purpose of those pathways between 
the batters’ box and dugouts? What, are they 
afraid some guy is gonna lose his way? 


5. Why baseball managers wear uniforms? ; 


No one ever saw Don Shula in shoulder pads 
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: So let's give equal time to some of the game's 


: finally ends—assuming it ever does—this 
: Texas rancher will simply ride off into the sun- 
: set like some mythic Western movie hero. 


: as involved with his community as Stewart, 
: who grew up in East Oakland. Hours after the 
: Bay Area earthquake of 1989, he was out try- 


iter dea aoa : : ed signing a $4.5 million contract in 1990 by 
fensive “Indians” monicker and go back to the : throwing a party—not for himself, but for over 


: drinking, no-cussing image is no 


2. Whatever happens to those linebacker- : enerade. Murphy iselways polite and 


: the clubhouse boys. 


: Asabenchwarmer for the Tigers in the 1984 £7 


any ball above the belly button been calleda : World Series, Kuntz said, "! know how lucky UF) 


(not in the last 30 years, anyway) or—perish 
the thought—Chuck Daly in a basketball jer- 
sey. So how come 64-year-old Tom Lasorda is 
forced to embarrass himself by trying to 
squeeze into double knits? 

6. Why a stupid sport like hockey has done 
more than baseball to cut down on brawling? 
In the NHL, the third man in a fight gets tossed 
out of the game. In baseball, any pitch two 
inches inside inspires a bench-clearing scuf- 
fle. How about an automatic 10-game suspen- 
sion for the player who throws the first punch? 


e : 
In recent years, too many baseball players 
have turned into the boors of summer—all ill- 


mannered, spoiled lot who mistreat fans, man- 
agement, and each other. We gathered seven 


Barry Bonds, “Cranky” 

Rob Dibble, “Testy” 

Kirk Gibson, “Grumpy” 

Jose Canseco, “Greedy” 

Rickey Henderson, “Sulky” 

Jack Armstrong, “Nervy” 

Jack Morris, “Shifty” 

However, we choose to close on an up note. 


eeeeee 


real heroes. 


Seven of the giants of the sport: 
1. Andre Dawson, Cubs. Remember how, in 


8. Players who once—just once—could get those days of collusion, he sent the Cubs a 


blank contract and vowed to play for whatever 


: they deemed fair. Even when management 
: wrote in the insulting figure of $500,000, Daw- 
+ son signed. 


2. Nolan Ryan, Rangers. When his career 


3. Dave Stewart, A’s. Perhaps no athlete is 


ing to help the police rescue people trapped 
in the rubble, £ 
4. Harold Reynolds, Mariners. He celebrat- : 


800 impoverished kids in his home town of 
Corvallis, Oregon. 

5. Jim Abbott, Angels. Abbott has greeted 
1,000 handicapped children in the past three 


pitch without a right hand, you can realize 


6. Dale Murphy, Phillies. The milk- 


patient with everyone, from pushy 
reporters to autograph seekers to 


7. Rusty Kuntz, Mariners’ coach, 
more commonly known as Rusty Who? 


| am to be here. This is every boy's dream. “Sef 

| just wish every boy got to live it like | am.” 
Now there's a baseball man who's got his 

head on straight. 0 


Player who'‘graciously”’ 
signs autograph 
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and recreated in exacting detail. Item MNJ CI fe 18. 7 1/4, 7 3/8. 7 1/2, y alae 

izes: i : ILA.A’ White 1'45 Bi ILLIES 1 ed 
rappers xe C ie eee Ake Ais 1962 White fat Groen” REDS ‘57 Wht. ('60 Grey 


OAK. A's ‘72 (1'72 Whi. Coaches 019 Pinstripe 019 G 
(0 1944 CARDINALS Home #6. O MILWAUKEE BRAVES 1953 * ORED ‘SOX 1975 040 nay 
0 1906 CUBS Home (no # 


0 1946 BOSTON BRAVES ‘31 White/Red (Sox) 
(1945 BKLYN DODGERS Road #1 $189.95 OST.L. BROWNS 1924 Grey $29.95 [SENATORS 1969 
(1) 1955 BKLN DODGERS Home #4...$189.95 


(01946 White (1951 Brown (1926 White/Navy 
(1963 DODGERS Road #32...........$189.95  OSLE CARDINALS 1On2 {1927 White/Red 
(1951 GIANTS Home #24... 


(01957 Navy [11946 Navy/Red 0'60 Navy/Block W 
OTIGERS ‘34 [11982 Road 


Ocuss 1908 Road 01914 


C) 1969 METS Home #41... $199.95 CO 1908 Hm. Ivory) (0 '55 Blue (1929 Grey L112 White 

5 je08 RED SOX Home #6 Bree ee Oe Chas? Chiga7 Green WMINE SOx 1917, Cl1s31 
. reen 

o ia a ar elias $179.95 ON.Y.GIANTS 1957 [1936 Royal (1926-2 sox 0)'51 Black 

(0 1939 YANKEES Home #5. $179.95 0 1918 White w/pinstripes $29.95 (01968 Blue (11972 Red 


DINDIANS 1954 ()1968 Red 
DIORIOLES 1966 Bird Head (1915-16 White/Red 
(01954 Body Bird, all black (1927 Navy ($29.95) 

C) OLD-TIMER TOPS By Starter 50/50 Cotton/Poly blend 

knit with satin team name or logo sewn on front. Team name 
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D) OLD TEAM JACKETS Recreated in exacting 
detail. Sizes M, L, XL,"XXL,"3XL.“Add 10%. Item MNK 
0 1938 CUBS $334.95 Royal wool body, grey suede 
sleeves, quilt lining, zip front. Cubs logo on left front chest. 
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There was nothing sophomoric about 

last season's second-year players. The 
Class of 1990, which received fair to good 
grades as freshmen, matured so quickly last 
summer that many of its members now find 
themselves on an accelerated course for high 
honors. Scott Erickson, Steve Avery, Frank 
Thomas, Juan Gonzalez, and Albert Belle all 
failed to receive a single vote for Rookie of the 
Year in 1990, but they are at the head of the 
class Baseball America said “stacks up favor- 
ably with the best of the last 50 years.” That 
includes the Class of ’86, which produced 
Barry Bonds, Bobby Bonilla, Jose Canseco, 
Wally Joyner, Will Clark, Barry Larkin, Kevin 
Mitchell, Ruben Sierra, Todd Worrell, and 
Danny Tartabull. 

Last year, the Class of '90 was represented 
by a 20-game winner in Minnesota's Erickson, 
the major league leader in on-base percent- 
age and walks in Chicago's Thomas, the Na- 
tional League's stolen-base champion in Mon- 
treal’s Marquis Grissom, three .300 hitters, 
seven players with 20 or more home runs and 
three with at least 100 RBIs. Four of the bright- 
est members of the class showed up on 
coast-to-coast television in the World Series: 
pitchers Erickson and Kevin Tapani of the vic- 
torious Twins and left-hander Avery and right 
fielder Dave Justice of the Atlanta Braves. 

Some teams had three or more young stars, 
including the White Sox with first baseman 
Thomas, third baseman Robin Ventura, and 
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by JOE GODDARD 


CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


reliever Scott Radinsky. Also: the Cleveland 
Indians with catcher Sandy Alomar, outfield- 
ers Belle and Alex Cole, and infielder Carlos 
Baerga and the Expos with outfielders Gris- 
som and Larry Walker and infielder Delino De- 
Shields. Two reasons for the St. Louis Cardi- 
nals’ 1991 turnaround were third baseman 
Todd Zeile and outfielder Felix Jose. The Kan- 
sas City Royals righted themselves with out- 
fielder Brian McRae and pitcher Kevin Appier. 
The Cincinnati Reds almost had the N.L. bat- 
ting king in Hal Morris. 

But the four World Series players really 
called attention to the Class of 1990. Erickson 
finished with a 20-8 record and 3.18 earned 
run average despite struggling in the second 
half, and Tapani was 16-9 and 2.99. Avery 
went 18-8 and 3.38 for Atlanta after just 3-11 
and 5.64 in his rookie season, and Justice 
might have nudged teammate Terry Pendle- 
ton for National League Most Valuable Player 
had injuries not limited him to 109 games. Still, 
he hit 21 home runs and had 87 RBis. 

Erickson almost didn’t reach 20 victories. 
He started 11-2 with a 1.51 ERA but went on 
the disabled list shortly after the All-Star break 
with a strained right elbow. His out pitch is a 
sinker that required catcher Junior Ortiz to 
wear extra padding on his wrists for the ball's 
unpredictable twists and turns. “I haven't 
seen a pitch with this nasty movement, and 
I've caught Dwight Gooden, Doug Drabek, 
and Tom Seaver,” Ortiz said. Erickson is so 


High marks for the 
talented Class of’90 


locked into pitching that only his catcher is 
allowed to talk with him between innings. 
“We're here for business,” Erickson says. 
Tapani, who claims “All my pitches are hit- 
table,” believes his move from the New York 
Mets in late 1989 in the big Frank Viola trade 
was the best thing to happen to him because 
it gave him the opportunity to pitch regularly. 
“Being in a pitching organization before really 
helped, too,” he said. Tapani is proof that 
cold-weather inhabitants can play warm- 
weather baseball. There was no high school 
baseball in Michigan’s upper peninsula, so 
Tapani played only short-season American 
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Legion ball. “Baseball up there was just for 
fun,” he said. 

Avery remained modest in the postseason 
media spotlight through two victories and a 
record 16% scoreless innings against Pitts- 
burgh in the N.L.C.S. and valiant efforts in the 
seven-game World Series. “Everybody thinks 
[he's] going to do well at every level,” he said. 
“| think | did not do well until | got up here last 
year.” Avery supports a 90-plus fastball with a 
sharp curve and a cunning changeup that 
some pitchers don’t master until their late-20s. 

Justice, the Rookie of the Year in ’90, fits 
snugly between Pendleton and Ron Gant in 
Atlanta's lineup. He considers himself “an ad- 
juster. If you don't adjust, you'll be left to hit- 
ting mistakes," he explained. “And at this lev- 
el, pitchers don’t make too many mistakes.” 

Frank Thomas, the seventh overall pick in 
the June 1989 draft, hit .330 in 60 late-season 
games for the White Sox in 1990. That was just 
the prelude. In his first full season in the show 
in '91, Thomas batted .318, scored 104 runs, 
drove in 109, hit 32 homers, had a .553 slug- 
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STEVE 

AVERY 
7, 
ging average, and led the majors in walks 
(138) and on-base percentage (.453). 

“| was a free swinger in college,” said the 
23-year-old Thomas, “but | learned the pitch- 
ers wouldn't pitch to me, so | started taking 
pitches and fortunately got better at it. | know 
my role is to get on base and make things 
happen. There are a lot of capable people on 
our team who can drive in runs.” 

A 6-5, 240-pound former tight end at Au- 
burn a table-setter! Do the White Sox really 
want a power hitter taking all those pitches? 

“People ask me that all the time,” said Walt 
Hriniak, Chicago's batting coach. ‘That's 
what they said about Ted Williams, and he’s 
the greatest hitter of all time. Frank has a tre- 
mendous idea of the strike zone for a young 
guy. His idea [of it] compares only to Wade 
Boggs's. If you could chisel out a hitter who 
swings only at what he can hit, it's Frank.” 

“| know people look at my size and say, ‘He 
could hit a lot more home runs,’ but | don't 
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think about that. It's not my game,” insists 
Thomas. “I'll hit 25 or 30, but average and 
RBIs are more important to me. | don’t want to 
be Superman.” 

The White Sox will settle for Thomas being 
bat man to Robin Ventura, who plays third 
base for them and precedes Thomas in the 
lineup. Another member of the Class of '90, 
Ventura, the team's top choice in the June 
1988 draft, hit .249 with five home runs and 54 
RBIs in 1990. Last season, he made dramatic 
improvement, hiking his average to .284 with 
23 home runs and breaking Bill Melton’s 1968 
club record for third basemen with 100 RBIs. 
Ventura, batting second, and Thomas, third, 
became only the seventh White Sox duo with 
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at least 100 RBIs apiece. Now they need a 
cleanup hitter to protect them. 

Sandy Alomar Jr. had a disastrous 1991 for 
Cleveland after winning American League 
Rookie of the Year honors for a .290 mark with 
66 runs batted the previous season. A rotator 
cuff injury followed by a strained right hip flex- 
or restricted him to a .217 average and seven 
RBIs in 51 games. Still, he and Roberto, To- 
ronto's second baseman, became the first 
brothers to start an All-Star game since Joe 
and Dom DiMaggio in 1949. The Indians are 
confident Alomar will return to lead a poten- 
tially fine group of youngsters into daylight in 
darkened Cleveland. 

“The thing that impressed me most about 
Sandy in his rookie year is that when we got 
into some big games at the end, he stepped 
forward and was the one getting the big hits,” 
said baseball operations director John Hart. 

The future is laid out for Albert Belle if he 
can overcome his erratic behavior. He was 
returned to the minors last season for insubor- 
dination and lack of hustle, thus missing 39 
games. But he still managed to account for 35 
percent of Cleveland's home runs with 28 and 
22 percent of its runs, driving in 95 and scor- 
ing 60. John McNamara, fired as the manager 
of the Indians, was a fan of Belle's. “Those 
who say he’s a bad guy—that's a very unfair 
picture of him,” McNamara said. “He's hard 
on himself, that’s his biggest problem. He's a 
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mistake hitter now. He's going through a 
learning process. He's a strong hitter and has 
made himself better by sheer work.” 

Cleveland’s Alex Cole followed 40 stolen 
bases in just 63 games in 1990 with only 27 (in 
44 attempts) in 122 games last season, but he 
still led the team in hitting with .295. 

Clubs look for willingness when they move 
players from one position to another, and 
that's what the Indians saw when they shifted 
Carlos Baerga from third to second base. Al- 
though he topped all American League play- 
ers with 27 infield errors, he proved he could 
handle second. His bat (.288, 11 HR, 69 RBI) 
guarantees him a spot in the lineup. 

Marquis Grissom, Larry Walker, and Delino 
DeShields were so impressive in spring train- 
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ing for Montreal in 1990 that then-manager 
Buck Rodgers said, “There was no way | 
wanted to go with all three young players, but 
it was almost like they made me do it with the 
way they played. | had no choice.” Grissom hit 
.267 to go with his league-high 76 stolen 
bases and was second on the team with 73 
runs a year ago. Walker, a native Canadian, 
established himself with 19 homers. He fell to 
16 last season but hiked his average 49 points 
to .290, drove in 64 runs, and had 14 steals. 
The Expos are concerned, however, with sec- 
ond baseman DeShields. He stole 56 bases 
but was thrown out 23 times, committed 27 
errors, and saw his batting average drop 51 
points to .238. 

Todd Zeile led the Cardinals in homers (11) 
and runs batted in (81) and Felix Jose was 
second in hitting (.306) and RBIs (77). Each 
also proved a point last season. Zeile 
switched easily from catcher to third base. 
“There was a lot of hype, a lot of expecta- 
tions,” Zeile said. | mean, | was supposed to 
be the Cardinals’ catcher for the next 15 years 
or so." Although he made 25 errors at third, 
Zeile showed signs of improvement by the 
end of the year. Jose showed signs of proving 
the Oakland A's were wrong for letting him go 
in the trade for Willie McGee. 

Brian McRae, playing for his manager-dad, 
Hal McRae, hit .261 for Kansas City with eight 
homers and 64 RBis, plus 86 runs and 30 
steals. He’s been in a big-league park since 
age 5, when he played in the outfield before 
the Royals’ workouts got under way and num- 
bered among his friends the sons of Lee May 
and Amos Otis. They'd play tape-ball games 
in the bullpen. Hal McRae wouldn't let Brian 
play Little League until seventh grade be- 
cause he “didn't feel comfortable with it.” 

Having McRae in his father's former spot in 
the Royals’ batting order was weird for 
George Brett, who used to babysit Brian. “You 
ask yourself, how is this possible to be team- 
mates of both of them?” Brett said, laughing. 

Hal Morris of the Reds, a steal from the New 
York Yankees in a late 1989 trade, came with- 
in .001 of winning the National League batting 
title, with .318 to Pendleton’s .319 in his first 
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full season. That followed the .340 mark he 
posted in 107 games in his rookie year. He 
credits Cincinnati manager Lou Piniella with a 
weight transfer to go with a weight-training 
regimen he began. “He talked with me about 
getting a little movement with my legs and 
hips so | could drive the ball with the lower half 
of my body,” Morris explained. 

The Yankees have a mystery man in their 
current lineup. Kevin Maas, a second-half 
sensation in 1990 with 21 home runs and 41 
RBIs in the final three months, went to winter 
ball to pick up the shattered pieces of a dis- 
mal 1991. Unhappy at being a designated hit- 
ter at his age (26)—Don Mattingly is estab- 
lished at first base—Maaas hit only .220 with a 
strikeout every four at bats and poor produc- 
tion with runners in scoring position. The Yan- 
kees, though, are not giving up. Not with his 
left-handed stroke. “He's got a Yankee Stadi- 
um swing,” former coach Mike Ferraro said. 

John Olerud’s story with Toronto is required 
reading under “Inspiration.” He was in the 
major leagues one year after suffering a near- 
fatal brain aneurysm at Washington State, 
where he was both a hitter (.464 with 23 
homers and 81 runs batted in his sophomore 
year) and a pitcher (15-0, 2.49 ERA). The Blue 
Jays debated long and hard before deciding 
Olerud had more potential as a batter. He'll 
have to improve some to prove them correct. 
He hit only .256 last season with 17 homers 
and 68 RBIs in the unfamiliar cleanup posi- 
tion. But he batted just 454 times, thus giving 
rise to projections of 25 homers and 90-100 
RBIs per season. 

“Sometimes | get looking too much for one 
particular pitch and | don't react to what's be- 
ing thrown,” he said. “If | fault in one direction, 
it's usually in being too tentative.” 

Olerud fashioned his fluid, almost effortless 
swing after Brett's. “John's swing is as funda- 
mentally sound as you'll ever see,” teammate 
Rance Mulliniks said. “He's a line-drive hitter 
who sprays the ball all over the park. He has 
an excellent understanding of the strike zone. 
He'll get better—much better.” 

Ben McDonald of the Baltimore Orioles was 
set back by injuries as a sophomore, first to 
his elbow and then by a tired shoulder that 
limited him to a 6-8 record and a 4.68 ERA 
(after his rookie promise of 8-5 and 2.43). “I'll 
be fine [this] year,” vowed the 6-foot-7 right- 
hander, who has the added pressure of being 
the No. 1 draft choice (1989, out of Louisiana 
State) and the burden of being compared to 
Orioles’ great Jim Palmer and to Nolan Ryan, 
McDonald's childhood hero. 

Like Frank Thomas of the White Sox, Juan 
Gonzalez of the Rangers just missed qualify- 
ing for rookie status in'91 because of previous 
time spent on the major league roster. But he 
could gain MVP consideration in the 1990s for 
his powerful bat. Only 22, Gonzalez hit .264 in 
his first full season with 27 homers and 102 
RBls. Many observers believe he has the po- 
tential to equal Roberto Clemente as Puerto 
Rico's greatest player. High praise indeed. 
Gonzalez annually plays a winter-league 
schedule and was the youngest player on 
each of five pro teams before displacing Gary 
Pettis in center field in Texas. “He probably 
had more at bats than anyone his age in base- 
ball," said Rangers’ general manager Tom 
Grieve. “It was never a case [for us] of having 
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to develop a raw player. He's always had the 
ability, and he’s improved each year.” . 

Greg Vaughn of the Milwaukee Brewers fits 
right in with Gonzalez, Thomas, and Belle as 
powerful batters in what is shaping up to be 
an impressive decade. He hit only .244 but 
crashed 27 homers and had 98 RBIs. He will, 
he claims, do better. “I feel | belong here,” 
said Vaughn, who burst onto the scene late in 
1989 with homers off Bob Welch, Dave Stew- 
art, and Dennis Eckersley. Teammate-out- 
fielder Darryl Hamilton hit .311 as another 
class of '90 member. 

Travis Fryman is the first position player de- 
veloped by the Detroit Tigers since Howard 
Johnson in 1980, and Johnson hasn't played 
for them since 1984. Sometimes clumsy at 
third base, Fryman may eventually slide over 
to his natural position of shortstop to let Alan 
Trammell play out his career at third. Oppos- 
ing managers rate Fryman's infield arm with 
the league’s best. Fryman may have surprised 
himself last season with 21 homers. “Even in 
high school | didn’t hit a lot of homers,” he 
said. “| don't know if | was content with not 
being a power hitter; | just accepted it as fact 
that | wasn't.” 

John Burkett, an accomplished bowler, felt 
he slid backward in 1991 with the San Francis- 
co Giants when he couldn't find his slider. Af- 
ter a 14-7 mark his rookie year, he finished 
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with a 12-11 record, but had a second-half 
slump. “We were back in the race and | went 
bad,” Burkett said. “| blame myself for a lot of 
the adversity the team faced.” 

When Carlos Quintana finally got his break 
with the Boston Red Sox, he made the most of 
it with .295, 11 homers, and 71 RBIs. He's part 
of a new wave in Boston, which appears to 
have a team in transition while contending at 
the same time. “Some guys have secrets 
about hitting,” he said. “| have no secrets. | 
see the ball and hit it.” 

There were other talented sophomores: 
pitchers Stan Belinda and Randy Tomlin of 
Pittsburgh and Kent Mercker of Atlanta, and 
DH Kevin Reimer of Texas. 

It's the Class of 1990, and to think it has a 
whole decade to prove itself. O 
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The first-ever worst-to-first World Series, 

between the Atlanta Braves and the Min- 
nesota Twins, represented what has become 
exciting about baseball and what has become 
lamentable about baseball. 

The remarkable rise of the Braves and the 
Twins from last-place finishes the previous 
season (in the Braves’ case, the previous 
three seasons) grabbed the attention of fans 
everywhere, and the World Series they played 
commanded even more widespread attention 
than that. Besides playing a scintillating Se- 
ries, the Braves and the Twins made it fun to 
watch two teams catapult themselves from 
last to first. 

Not even one team had ever made that jour- 
ney, let alone fellow travelers, but the rapid 
rise of both emphasized a development that 
has made a major impact on the game: the 
dearth of consistent performances by teams 
and by individual players. If any degree of 
consistency remained, at least on the team 
level, the Braves and the Twins would have 
come no closer to the World Series than their 
television sets. 

Where were the teams that should have 
barred the way? The Oakland Athletics, who 
had dominated the American League West for 
three years. The Toronto Blue Jays, who suc- 
ceed every which way but the way that takes 
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them to the World Series. The Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates, which became the first National League 
team in 13 years to repeat as division champi- 
ons. The Cincinnati Reds, the National 
League West team that only the year before 
held first place from first day to last, then ram- 
paged past the Pirates and swept the mighty 
Athletics in four World Series games. 

Yes, the Reds, especially the Reds, where 
were they? 

“There's a lot of parity in the game so a lot of 
things have to go your way,” Lou Piniella, the 
Reds' manager, said, trying to explain his 
team's inconsistency. “You have to stay inju- 
ry-free, and you have to get top performances 
from your stars. We weren't able to do the first, 
and we didn't do as well as we should have 
with the second.” 

But the Reds' failure in their stab at consis- 
tency went beyond those elements. Like a 
string of championship teams before them, 
they found that they weren't strong enough 
artistically or mentally to overcome the instant 
roadblocks that are placed in the way of 
teams trying to do it again. 

Explaining further, Piniella said, “With the 
season being so long—162 games, then the 
playoffs and a pressure-packed World Se- 
ries—when it's all done, it takes the air out of 
you. It seems you're back in spring training 
before you know it. And when you get there, 
it's hard to get going again. There's a tribute 
here, an extra golf tournament there. The 
press is there a lot more. There's a lot of dis- 
tractions. Leaving spring training, | told my 
staff that last year we led from the first day, but 
this year we're going to have to come from 
behind; we're not ready. | wasn't ready. | 
wasn't as disciplined as | should have been 


up, but | had to be more disciplined." 
All right, perhaps legitimate, built-in rea- 
sons explain why a team no longer repeats as 
World Series champion (none has since the 
1977-78 New York Yankees), maybe even as 
division champions (no N.L.West team has 
repeated since the Los Angeles 
Dodgers of '77—78, the Pirates 
were the first N.L. East team 
to repeat since the '77-78 
Philadelphia Phillies, and 
the '80-81 Yankees were 
the last A.L. East team to 
repeat).But the lack of consistent team per- 
formance extends deeper into the standings. 
Teams have insurmountable difficulty simply 
achieving winning records. 
Only two National League teams, the Pi- 
rates and the Dodgers, won more games than 
they lost in each of the past two seasons. The 
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as, and Chicago enter this season with two 
successive winning records. But add 1989 
and we find that no National League team has 
had three consecutive winning records and 
the White Sox drop from the list of consistently 
winning American League teams. Go back 
one additional year and include 1988, and 
only the Blue Jays, the Athletics, and the Red 
Sox have had winning records each season. It 
is left to the Blue Jays to be the most consis- 
tent team, the only one with a winning record 
in each of the last five seasons, one entering 
this season with a streak of nine successive 
winning seasons and the one that has the best 
won-lost record in the major leagues in the 
past 10 years. Some of those boasts, howev- 
er, are hollow because for all of the Blue Jays’ 
consistency, they have won only three division 
titles and no pennants. 

As it has in the National Football League, 
ready or not, good or bad, desired or not, 
parity has arrived in baseball. Tom Reich, a 
representative of some of the top players in 
the game, recalls a remark made in 1976 by 
Bob Howsam, the Cincinnati general manag- 
er, when he accepted the World Series trophy 
for the second successive season. 

“You won't see a dynasty in baseball 
again,” Howsam said. 

Just before the Reds won in 1975 and '76, 
the Athletics won three consecutive World Se- 
ries. In the 16-year period from 1949 through 
1964, the Yankees twice reeled off five A.L. 
pennants in a row and once won four straight, 
and they won the World Series nine times, 
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American League has harbored a few more 
consistent teams in 1990 and '91, but nothing 
to brag about. Toronto, Oakland, Boston, Tex- 
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Free agents Terry Pendleton and Jack Morris 
helped Atlanta and Minnesota 
climb fromlastplace in 1990 to the 
World Series a year ago. 


TERRY 
PENDLETON 


DISCUS 


ATHLETIC 


f 


Discus Athletic. A Tultex Brand. Made itis. A. ©1992 
| 


CONSISTENCY IN BASEBALL 


including five in a row from 1949 through ‘53. 
The Yankees won the World Series in 1977— 
78, but a dynasty they were not. They haven't 
won anything since 1981, except ridicule for 
the way they have deteriorated. 

“You have much more parity now,” Reich 
says, “and for a variety of reasons. Baseball 
has never been more competitive since free 
agency came in. As for repeating, it is very 
hard to defend because [opposing teams] 
really get up for you when you're the champi- 
on. Plus, it's hard to have the same single- 
minded appetite when you're still digesting 
the championship, especially when you're still 
digesting it subconsciously halfway through 
the season. But hey, it ain't bad where a team 
can go from last to first.” 

A quarter of a century ago, club owners 
instituted a draft of high school and college 
players. It was aimed primarily at the dynastic 
Yankees, who for years had enjoyed the abili- 
ty to sign amateur players almost at will. By 
having clubs draft players, the Yankees, and 
any other dominant club, could grab only one 
of every 20 or 24 or 26 players, depending on 
the number of teams in the majors at the time. 
Spreading around the young talent had a 
quick and devastating effect on the Yankees 


and enabled other teams to prosper. 
Jett Carlick 


FREE AGENCY 


Then came free agency. When it became 
part of baseball in 1976, then-commissioner 
Bowie Kuhn and other doomsayers forecast 
dire consequences of the rule that allowed 
some players to change teams of their own 
volition. Free agency, Kuhn pompously pro- 
nounced, would destroy competitive balance. 
In the 15 seasons since the creation of free 
agency, 23 of the 26 teams have won a divi- 
sion championship, 17 have won a pennant, 
and 12 have won the World Series. Free agen- 
cy, it could be said, created competitive bal- 
ance, which by any other name is parity. 

Al Rosen was an all-star, home-run-hitting 
third baseman for the Cleveland Indians 40 
years ago. Now he is the general manager of 
the San Francisco Giants and knows about 
trying to create a consistent winner. He also 
knows about signing free agents. 

“Years ago, before the advent of free agen- 
cy," Rosen said, “you were able to keep a 
club intact. It was at the will of ownership to do 
that. Today it's the will of players and agents 
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to move around. If a player in his prime, like 
Bobby Bonilla, leaves you, that puts a terrific 
void in your organization. You don't have that 
kind of player coming up through your sys- 
tem. If you have a first baseman like Will Clark, 
you don't go out and sign first basemen in the 
June draft because they would be stifled. Now 
all of a sudden if you lose Will Clark, you don't 
have a replacement. You have a void and if 
you can't trade for someone, the void may 
stay with you for a while.” 
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Clubs sometimes try to fill their voids by 
signing other free agents. But if a club panics 
or makes a bad judgment, it can lead to addi- 
tional problems. 

“That probably has an effect on what you do 
with the rest of your club,” said Doug Melvin, 
the astute assistant general manager of the 
Baltimore Orioles. “You've made a decision 
and strapped yourself. You spend $12 million 
for one guy and you say [you'll] cut back on 
these other things.’ General managers, Mel- 
vin added, also are reluctant to make trades 


because they fear the consequences of a 
player's status. “Clubs don't want to trade for 
a five-year player because they don't know if 
they'll have him next year,"’ Melvin explained, 
referring to a player's ability to become a free 
agent after six years in the majors. “Clubs also 
don't want to trade for an arbitration-eligible 
player because they don't want to go to arbi- 
tration with him. So you limit yourself with the 
trades you can make.” 

But free agency doesn't have to be the evil 
ogre some GMs make it out to be. 

“A team always has the right to trade the 
player,” Tom Reich said. “They have always 
had that right. A player, after 10 years or so in 
an organization, gets an opportunity to make 
his own decision. Sometimes he gets a sec- 
ond bite. Every other year the player faces the 
club's decision. Those who would cry about a 
player having the right once in his career after 
10 years as opposed to having the right every 
day, every year, are wrong. More players are 
traded than walk as free agents.” 

Pat Gillick, the Toronto general manager, 
does not disagree with Reich's position. Talk- 
ing about the need for planning, Gillick points 
to the Twins’ trade of Frank Viola to the New 
York Mets in 1989. The Twins actually signed 
Viola in April of that year, but they did so with 
the pretty good idea that they would trade 
him. They did in July, and three of the players 
they received (Kevin Tapani, Rick Aguilera, 
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and David West) were members of their 
championship team last year. 

The St. Louis Cardinals, on the other hand, 
did not sign Willie McGee in 1990. But rather 
than lose him as a free agent, they traded him 
to the Athletics late in the season for Felix 
Jose, a good young outfielder. Last year the 
Mets had no thought of keeping Alejandro 
Pena from becoming a free agent, so late in 
the season they traded him to the Braves, who 
weren't concerned about his November sta- 
tus. In September and October, Pena picked 
up 14 saves in 14 opportunities, including 
three in the championship series. 

The availability of free agents, of course, 
often has been responsible for the rapid de- 
velopment of some teams into contenders. 
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Both the Twins and the Braves benefited last 
year from their judicious free-agent signings. 
The Twins got Jack Morris, who anchored 
their pitching staff, and Chili Davis, who was 
their offensive leader the first half of the sea- 
son. The Braves revamped their infield de- 
fense with a collection of free agents, includ- 
ing third baseman Terry Pendleton, who was 
named the National League MVP. 
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Whether it's signing free agents or trading 
them before they become free agents or mak- 
ing any other moves, clubs have to plan 
ahead. Those that act spontaneously often re- 
gret their moves. Gillick emphasizes planning 
when he discusses the consistency the Blue 
Jays have been.able to exhibit. The Blue Jays, 
remember, began as an expansion team in 
1977, and no expansion team ever has been 
more successful on a long-range basis. 

“Starting out, we had to give a 1-2-3-4-5- 
year game plan, saying where we were head- 
ed,” Gillick said. “| had never done that in 
Houston or New York, but we had this corpo- 
rate ownership and they wanted it. People say 
in sports, how can you do it? If you keep look- 
ing at the goals you set out in those plans, you 
might not get them all, but you might get some 
of them. They're down in black and white, and 
we know what we're going to strive to do. It 
puts an orderly process into your life.” In some 
instances, Gillick added, “maybe it's owner- 
ship that doesn't allow long-range planning. 
You have to have short-range and long-range 
plans, and you have to mesh those together.” 

Some owners don't want to hear about long- 
range plans. They spend so much money on 
player salaries that they expect immediate re- 
sults. Their impatience, however, often leads 
to continued instability and inconsistency be- 
cause they fire the general manager and look 
for another one who might be able to produce 
instantly. Managers used to be the most inse- 
cure people in baseball; general managers 
have joined them. In a 14-month period, from 
October 1990 through November 1991, 12 of 
the 26 teams changed GMs. 

“With a huge financial outlay out there, 
sometimes ownership doesn't think sensibly,” 
Gillick said. “In other businesses, you hear, 
‘We're going to spend x amount the first year, 
xX amount the second, then at some point 
we're going to turn the corner.’ In baseball, 
people don't say, ‘We're going to suffer this 
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year and next year, but the third year we'll 
have a chance to put something together.’ Be- 
cause of the amount of money involved, peo- 
ple want to do things in a hurry.” 

Fred Claire, who as the Dodgers’ general 
manager has made bold trades and bold free- 
agent signings, says continuity in the front of- 
fice is more important than ever “because 
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you're battling all these changes in the game 
itself. So if you're changing along with the 
changes that are taking place in the system, 
that really is a lot to deal with.” 

Instability in the front office often leads to 
instability on the field. A new GM comes in 
and sets out to get not only a new manager 
but new players. But, Claire said, “When you 
look at the consistent teams through history, 
you see a lot of stability in personnel.” 

The Dodgers know about that kind of stabil- 
ity because they had an infield of Steve Gar- 
vey, Davey Lopes, Bill Russell, and Ron Cey 
that played together for eight years, from 1974 
through 1981, and three-fourths of an infield, 
excluding Cey, that played as a unit for 11 
years. It's hard to imagine that kind of togeth- 
erness existing now, considering that only 12 
players have played for their present team for 
10 years or more. In order of longevity and 
two-way loyalty, they are: George Brett, Kan- 
sis City, and Robin Yount, Milwaukee, 18 
years; Alan Trammell and Lou Whitaker, De- 
troit, and Jim Gantner and Paul Molitor, Mil- 
waukee, 14 years; Dave Stieb, Toronto, 13 
years; Mike Scioscia, Los Angeles, 12 years; 
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Tim Wallach, Montreal, 11 years; and Cal Rip- 
ken Jr., Baltimore, Wade Boggs, Boston, and 
Kent Hrbek, Minnesota, 10 years. Ripken, of 
course, epitomizes playing consistency. The 
Orioles’ shortstop enters the season with a 
streak of 1,573 consecutive games, second 
only to Lou Gehrig's 2,130, once thought to be 
unapproachable. At one mammoth stretch 
within the streak, Ripken played 8,243 con- 
secutive innings, not missing one from June 5, 
1982 to September 14, 1987. 


CONSISTENT HITTERS 


Boggs and Tony Gwynn are the barometers 
by whom hitting consistency is measured. 
Boggs has hit higher than .300 for 10 succes- 
sive seasons and Gwynn for nine, Boggs 
ranging from .302 to .368 (hitting in the .360s 
four times) and Gwynn ranging from .309 to 
.370. Boggs won four straight A.L. batting ti- 
tles, from 1985 through 1988, and Gwynn won 
three straight N.L. titles, 1987-89. 

Hitting consistency, though, basically stops 
there. Barry Larkin has reached the .300 pla- 
teau the past three seasons, just making it the 
past two years at .301 and .302, and only six 
other players have attained that level the past 
two years: Hal Morris, Willie McGee, Ken Grif- 
fey Jr., Rafael Palmeiro, Shane Mack, and Ed- 
gar Martinez. Julio Franco and Kirby Puckett 
each have hit .300 five of the last six years, 
Franco missing with .296 and Puckett missing 
with .298, both in 1990. Molitor has hit .300 
four of the past five years and Palmeiro three 
of the last four. 

Joe Carter is the only player who has driven 
in 100 or more runs the last three years. Six 
other players have done that the last two sea- 
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sons: Cecil Fielder, Jose Canseco, Barry 
Bonds, Bobby Bonilla, Andre Dawson, and 
Ryne Sandberg. Fred McGriff has hit 30 or 
more home runs the past four seasons while 
Fielder, Canseco, Matt Williams, and Ron 
Gant have each reached that level the past 
two years. Fielder returned to the majors after 
a year in Japan and has shown impressive 
consistency, hitting 51 and 44 home runs and 
totaling 132 and 133 runs batted in. He be- 
came the first player to lead the American 

continued on page.117 
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Their personal duel dates back to 1978, 
when Jeff Reardon, pitching for Jackson, led 
the Texas League in victories and Lee Smith, 
of Midland, led the league in walks. 

“Big mosquitoes and Jeff Reardon,” said 
Smith. "That's what | remember from the Tex- 
as League, It seems like |'ve been chasing 
Jeff Reardon my whole life.” 

But soon, probably by the end of the 1992 
season, Reardon willbe the only pitcher left 
for Smith to chase. Their lives changed dra- 
matically after that 1978 minor league season 
when both were converted from starters to re- 
lievers. Both accepted their new roles reluc- 
tantly. Thirteen years and millions of dollars in 
the bank later, neither is complaining any 
more. With 327 saves, Boston’s Reardon 
tanks second only to Rollie Fingers, the all- 
time leader (341). If his 1992 season is any- 
thing like 1991, when he saved 40 games for 
the Red Sox, Reardon will own the major 
league record by the All-Star break. And St. 
Louis's Smith, whose National League-record 
47 saves in 1991 pushed his career total to 
312, will be coming right behind him. 

“| consider Rollie the finest ever," said 
Reardon. "But | don’t want to stop there. The 
way I've been feeling, I’ve been thinking about 
[400]. | know I've got big Lee right behind me, 
| Know he's pushing, so in the back of my 
mind, yes, 400 is a goal.” 

Reardon can discuss such a gaudy number 
as a reality because 1991 marked the third 
time he has saved at least 40 games. In fact, 
Boston was the third team he has saved 40 
for, having also notched 41 saves for Montreal 
in 1985 and 42 for Minnesota in 1988. The only 
other major leaguer with three 40-save sea- 
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sons is Oakland's Dennis Eckersley. Reardon 
saved 40 last season less than a year re- 
moved from back surgery that could have 
been career-threatening. Instead, Reardon 
thinks it may add a year or two to his stay in 
the majors. 

“| never really thought about reaching 300 
last season, because after back surgery, | 
didn't know if | would pitch 10 innings and 
have my back blow out. My spine has a bit ofa 
curve to it and | could never bend past my 
knees. But last year for the first time | felt 
healthy all year,” he said. 

And Smith, who at 34 is two years younger 
than Reardon, may be feeling even better. He 
says the key to his record-breaking season 
was simple. He never had to pick up a bat. 

"I'd have to say my '83 season was my best 
overall because | was striking out lots of peo- 
ple,” Smith said. As a Cub in 1983, Smith 
saved 29 games, had a 1.65 earned run aver- 
age, and struck out 91 batters in 103% in- 
nings. Last year his ERA was higher (2.34) 
and his strikeouts were lower (67) but only 
because he threw fewer innings (73). 

“Scott Terry and Cris Carpenter were the 
key guys for me last year,” said Smith, refer- 
ting to the Cardinals’ middle relievers. “They 
kept me from having to go 2 or 2% innings to 
get a save. Most of the time, they did their job, 
and | wouldn't have to come in with men on 
base or in the middle of an inning.” 

In fact, the closest’Smith ever got to the 
batter's box was the on-deck circle one game 
against Cincinnati. He was glad not to get any 
closer. “Rob Dibble was throwing and he had 
just blown a save, giving up three runs. | was 
praying for [Tom] Pagnozzi to make an out. | 
didn’t figure Dibble was too happy after giving 
up three runs.” 

Cardinals’ pitching coach Joe Coleman 
said he gained information on how to get the 
best out of Smith from former catcher Ted 
Simmons, "He was talking to [St. Louis man- 
ager] Joe Torre and me in the spring about 
Fingers and Bruce Sutter and how they liked 
to be Used. They didn't want to pitch in situa- 
tions where they were one run down or where 
they were tied on the road, because any time 
that happens, you have to pitch at least two 
innings to get the save or the win," Coleman 
said, "So Joe and | sat down with Lee and told 
him how we wanted to structure the season. 
And we were able to keep Lee right where we 
wanted to. | think there was one game all year 
where we were tied on the road and Lee had 
to pitch. That was at Pittsburgh. And he never 
came in to pitch when we were behind unless 
it was just to get some work.” 

Those meaningless situations were rare for 
Smith, as evidenced by his 47 saves and six 
victories in only 73 innings. He won or saved 
63 percent of the Cardinals’ victories. He 
threw a perfect nine innings in April over an 
eight-game stretch. At season's end he was 
just as unhittable, converting 19 of his final 20 
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save opportunities. Smith's impressive sea- 
son earned him runner-up honors to Atlanta's 
Tom Glavine in the Cy Young balloting. 

"He's one of those guys that you sit back 
and watch and you're always a bit con- 
cerned," said Coleman. “It looks like his 
back's bothering him, his knees are killing 
him. But that's just his gait. You never know if 
this is going to be the last game of his career 
or not. But the job he did speaks for itself. He’s 
intimidating when he goes to the mound be- 
cause of his size [6-6, 250]. One thing is the 
size of his hands. It looks like he devours the 
ball, He’s very tough for hitters to pick up.” 

Smith can't think of a better place to save 
games than spacious Busch Stadium. "Good 
defense, big ballpark,” he said. "| tell you 
what, Ozzie Smith is like having another pitch. 
It's awesome. And Todd Zeile at third did a 
great job, better than some people expected. 
The outfielders were typical St, Louis outfield- 
ers, catching balls all over the place. And | 
know [new first baseman Andres] Galarraga 
can play some defense, so he’s going to help 
us this year.” 

So Smith is ready to resume his charge to- 
ward Reardon. Ironically, Reardon might not 
have been the subject of Smith's pursuit if not 
for Torre. Reardon was coming off an out- 
standing 17-4 season at Double-A in 1978 
when Torre, then the manager of the New York 
Mets, changed his life. 

"They invited the kids to the Instructional 
League [where] you only throw two or three 
innings a day, and | was piling up a lot of 
strikeouts, ‘explained Reardon.About half- 
way through, Torre came to me and talked 
to me about becoming a relief pitcher. | took it 
as a slap in the face. | was coming off a great 
year. | had been Pitcher of the Year in the 
Texas League. But | said |'d give it a try. | 
wasn't a bonus baby, | didn't get a penny to 
sign. So | didn't know if they were trying to get 
rid of me or what. But actually | liked it right 
away. | felt like | was part of the team because 
| was more like an everyday player. One thing 
| had always hated was that four or five days 
sitting around between starts.” 

Reardon thinks his fastball-curveball style 
was more suited to the short man’s approach. 
“A starter has to have four pitches, but they 
don’t have to be outstanding. A closer has to 
have two and they do have to be outstanding. 
l've always been mostly fastball-curveball. | 
don't spend a lot of time trying to trick hitters.” 

While Reardon made the adjustment in the 
Mets’ organization, he never did become New 
York's closer. He can’t even remember his 
first major league save. As a middle man in 
1979-80, he saved eight games before a 
1981 trade for outfielder Ellis Valentine sent 
Reardon to Montreal. From 1982 through 
1984, Reardon was a solid if not overpowering 
closer, averaging 23.3 saves per season be- 
fore a 41-save season in 1985 earned him 

continued on page 116 
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Ted Turner had the tomahawk chop in 

1991, Jane Fonda, and the National 
League champions. Not a bad package deal 
for any television sitcom. The Atlanta Braves 
had a storybook ride into the October classic 
with a fast finish in edging the Los Angeles 
Dodgers in the West, a convincing champion- 
ship series victory over the Pittsburgh Pirates, 
and a World Series hope into the 10th inning 
of the last game. There was dancing on 
Peachtree Street after the Braves came home 
from Minnesota last fall, but imagine how gid- 
dy it would have been if the youthful Braves 
could have clipped Jack Morris's mustache, 


WESTERN DIVISION 

Atlanta won't get as far this year because 
the Los Angeles Dodgers mean business 
again. Every couple of years the Dodgers de- 
cide they owe their fans another title and go 
out and build just the right team with excellent 
pitching, a strong offense, and just enough 
defense to keep them honest. The addition of 
Eric Davis (.285, 11 HR, 33 RBI) off an injury- 
filled disappointing season in 89 games for 
the Cincinnati Reds could be the most signifi- 
cant change in the league, not counting Bob- 
by Bonilla's stuffed ($29 million) bank book. 
Davis and old high school buddy Darryl 
Strawberry (.265, 28 HR, 99 RBI), both closing 
in on put up or shut up time at age 30, have 


ERIC DAVIS 


42 


the year. The Dodgers lost an aging Eddie 
Murray to the New York Mets via free agency, 
not much of a loss at this stage of his declining 
career, but they were able to add pitching with 
Tom Candiotti, a knuckleballer capable of 20 
victories in a hot season with a decent catch- 
er, and the re-signing of Orel Hershiser, who 
shows signs of being a major medical miracle 
as he regains his Cy Young form of 1988. 

The Braves have the finest young staff in the 
game with Steve Avery, John Smoltz, and Cy 
Young winner Tom Glavine. They have a pos- 
sible superstar of the '90s in David Justice 
(.275, 21, 87) and a solid manager of these 
growing talents in Bobby Cox. Terry Pendle- 
ton, the league's Most Valuable Player, had a 


career year with a .319 average, 22 homers, 
and 86 RBis. It is unlikely he can repeat that 
kind of production with the pressure of being 
watched. He is not a Joe Morgan, Dale Mur- 
phy, Mike Schmidt, or Ernie Banks, famed 
back-to-back MVP winners. Atlana doesn't 
have much catching and the defense was the 
third-weakest in the league, something that 
could be damaging in a close race, especially 
if the Dodgers improve their defense. 

The San Francisco Giants used to have 
some impressive pitching. Now they are re- 
building their staff and hoping the hitting of 
two of the three toughest outs in baseball, Will 
Clark and Matt Williams, will offset the loss of 
Kevin Mitchell from their awesome threesome. 
GM Al Rosen decided to ship Mitchell to Seat- 
tle for three strong-armed pitchers, including 
prime reliever Bill Swift, who might wind up as 
a starter, in hopes that better pitching carries 
the Giants into contention. The Giants may try 
Dave Righetti as a starter if they can see clear 
of adding 24 saves somewhere else. It could 
give them another needed arm on a weak- 
ened staff. It could also give Righetti a chance 
for a second no-hitter. He got his first as a 
Yankee against the Boston Red Sox in a July 
4th celebration nine years ago. When Goose 
Gossage left the Yankees, Righetti was given 
the save job, and no one has ever been willing 
to try him as an opener again. 


TIM 
BELCHER 


1991 FINAL STANDINGS 
WESTERN DIVISION WL PCT. GB _ EASTERNDIVISION WL PCT. GB 
Atlanta ..ccccccseceese: 68 580 —  Pittsburgh.............. 98 64 605 — 
Los Angeles........... 69 (574 1 St. Louis....... ». 84 78 519 14 
San Diego 78 519 10 Philadelphia........... 78 84 .481 20 
San Francisco........ 75 87 .463 19 Chicago... « 77 83 .481 20 
Cincinnati 88 457 20 New York... « 77 84 .478 20% 
HOUSTON ......c.cseeeee: 97 .401 29 Montreal................. 71 90 441 26% 
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Manager Lou Pinella's Reds were 17 games 
short of their championship form of 1990. It 
couldn't have all been the fault of Randy My- 
ers. The wacky reliever went from 31 saves to 
six in one of the most pronounced reversals of 
fortune since Claus Von Bulow. Rob Dibble 
had the 31 saves last season and he will be 
the main stopper for the Reds in 1992. Now all 
he has to do is harness that hard fastball and 
control that explosive temper. The Reds ob- 
tained Tim Belcher (10-9, 2.62 ERA) for Eric 
Davis to shore up their pitching and could 
move Norm Charlton back into the rotation 
with Jose Rijo, Tom Browning, Greg Swindell 
and Belcher, a formidable foursome. They still 
have one of the finest talents in the game in 
shortstop Barry Larkin, one of the National 
League's top 10 batters, along with other .300 
hitters Hal Morris and Chris Sabo. If there is 
any sleeper in the N.L. West in 1992, it has to 
be the Reds. 


Bruce Hurst was 15-8 for the San Diego 
Padres and Tony Gwynn, regardless of 
whether he is the ultimate team player, batted 
.317 in another example of pure professional 
hitting. GM Joe Mclivaine doesn't have the 
flow of young talent here that he had in New 
York, but he is clearly building his own organi- 
zation with manager Greg Riddoch and 
changing characters. Benito Santiago (.267, 
17 HR, 87 RBI) is still the Padre most coveted 
by other clubs in trade talks. He is as fine a 
receiver as there is in the game and at the age 
of 27 should just about be ready to reach that 
special level of success so few in the game 
achieve. His bullet throws from a kneeling po- 
sition can take your breath away. 

Art Howe's Astros won all of 65 games last 
year, a figure of futility second only to Cleve- 
land's 57 on the frustration scale. It would be 
enough to make a man lose all his hair if that 
already hadn't happened to the Houston skip- 
per. Craig Biggio hit .295 and Pete Harnisch 
was a 12-game winner, but the Astros just 
aren't going anywhere with muddled owner- 
ship problems, few young prospects, and the 
retirement of sore-armed Mike Scott. 


EASTERN DIVISION 

The Pittsburgh Pirates won 98 games last 
year, couldn't beat the Braves, and lost Bobby 
Bonilla and his 100 RBIs. They could lose Bar- 
ry Bonds to a trade that guarantees him over 
$6 million a year before the ink on this paper is 
dry. If that happens, Jim Leyland’s club could 
be in serious trouble. The Pirates are not that 
deep. They have won with the killer Bs, Bonilla 
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and Bonds, strong starting pitching, and a 
makeshift bullpen. If they lose Bonds's 116 
RBls, then the N.L. East is anybody's party. If 
Bonds stays, the Pirates win. It is as simple as 
that. Andy Van Slyke should have a stronger 
year than last season’s .265, especially if both 
Bonds and Bonilla are absent. He likes the 
idea of being the main man. Doug Drabek (15- 
14, 3.07 ERA) seemed to find his fastball in 
July, which gives the Pirates’ rotation a right- 
handed anchor. 

Ryne Sandberg may well be the finest all- 
round player in the game, Andre Dawson may 
be the steadiest of superstars, and Shawon 
Dunston may just about be ready to deliver as 
promised when he was the No. 1 draft pick in 
the country eight years ago over a right-hand- 
ed pitcher from Tampa named Gooden. The 
Chicago Cubs were clearly baseball's major 
disappointment in '91, and a restructured 
front office and a new manager in Jim Lefeb- 
vre, who did a marvelous job in Seattle, may 
be enough to give the Cubs another shot at 
the top. Greg Maddux (15-11, 3.35) is one of 
the finest young pitchers in the game and 
Mark Grace, who slumped to .273 from .309 in 
1990, still has the sweetest swing this side of 
Will (The Thrill) Clark. The Cubs could bounce 
back as fast as they fell down. That's the way 
baseball is to be in the 1990s. 

The noise the Mets made in signing the 
highest-priced player in baseball history, 
Bobby Bonilla, and trading for two-time Cy 
Young Award winner Bret Saberhagen may 


not be reflected in the standings. Bonilla, a 
solid hitter from both sides of the plate, has 
never been a Gold Glove candidate at third, in 
the outfield, or at first base, where he might 
eventually wind up as Eddie Murray winds 
down. Only the Astros had more trouble 
catching the ball last year than the Mets. 
Advice to the students of the game is freely 
given. Never forget that strength up the 
middle—pitching, catching, second-base 
combination, and center field—has won pen- 
nants since Abner Doubleday did or did not 
invent the game. The Mets proved over the 
winter they had a rich treasury and for once, 
under new GM Al Harazin, they were willing to 
part with much of it for the right guys. They did 
not prove they will be a better defensive team 
than they have been. The Mets won the World 


Series in 1986 and their division in 1988 on the 
strength of their pitching. That was named 
Dwight Gooden. The doctor is coming off 
shoulder surgery in '92. He could be the old 
ace for new skipper Jeff Torborg or the worst 
headache. Saberhagen, a topsy-turvy guy off 
a 13-8 season at Kansas City, still complained 
of some elbow tenderness last year, Which 
Saberhagen will show up at Shea? 

Joe Torre turned the dreadful Cardinals of 
1989 into the lively new-era Gashouse Gang 
of 1991. They have added some punch in 
Andres Galarraga, who Torre believes can't 
possibly be a .219 hitter. They also have a 
brute of a talent in burly Felix Jose, a .305 
hitter who should be a home-run man if he 
learns to pull and loft some of his line drives. 
Ozzie Smith hit .285 last year. He is pushing 
38 and shortstops aren't supposed to be hit- 
ting .285 and covering the turf the way Ozzie 
does at that advanced age. But, hey, this is 
the Wizard of Oz, and a step slower for him is 
stilla step faster than most. 

The Phillies finally unloaded Von Hayes af- 
ter trading half their team for him a few years 
back, and then sent their other Hayes, third 


baseman Charlie, to the New York Yankees. 
Manager Jim Fregosi is a spirited guy who 
urged the Phillies into third place last season, 
They were still 20 games out and there are no 
indications they will do any better this year. 

The Expos have to be content with surviving 
in a rebuilding year and trusting the Olympic 
Stadium roof will stay off their heads. They had 
a few close calls in the 1980s at the top but 
now seem destined to be the poor relative of 
their Canadian cousins, the Blue Jays, wha 
don't win the big ones but at least fill the stadi- 
um with four million people and keep the roof 
sound when necessary. 

The Braves and Dodgers should battle it out 
again in the West in another one-game pen- 
nant race. This time, with Davis and Strawber- 
ry combining for 80 homers and 200 RBIs, the 
Dodgers (the last National League team to 
repeat as champions some 13 years ago) 
should squeak through. The Pirates, of 
course, are the class of the East, but without 
Bonilla and with Bonds making noises about a 
$6 or $7 million salary next year, things could 
be scrambled, Chalk up '92 as another fun run 
for a lot of clubs. Oo 
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LOS ANGELES DODGERS 

Fred Claire is a soft-spoken, well-dressed 
gentleman who seems to be as tough as nails 
when it is contract time and as determined as 
a mule when itis trade time. He saw the Dodg- 
ers miss the National League West by a game 
to the surprising, last-to-first Atlanta Braves. 
He went right to work on that project. 

He lost free agent Eddie Murray to the Mets 
and replaced him with line-drive-hitting Todd 
Benzinger from the Royals. He saw a shortage 
of pitching after losing Tim Belcher in a deal 
with the Reds and Mike Morgan as a free 
agent to the Cubs. So he came up with the the 
big bucks to re-sign Orel Hershiser, nab 
knuckleballer Tom Candiotti as a free agent, 
and add hard-throwing reliever Rudy Seanez. 

The Dodgers had the best pitching in the 
league last year (3.06 ERA) and should be 
about the same this year. They could even be 
a bit better if Hershiser is all the way back and 


Candiotti gives the National League hitters 
fits, as expected, with his flutterball. 

The most important change in the Dodgers 
could be the addition of Eric Davis, Darryl 
Strawberry's high school pal. The Dodger GM 
is gambling on human nature here. He is hop- 
ing the addition of Davis will stimulate both 
players in a friendly rivalry, sort of a modern 
Maris-Mantle home-run chase of the '90s. 
When Strawberry joined the Dodgers as the 
most expensive free agent in baseball histo- 
ry—now relegated to something like No. 10 on 
the game's salary list—he pressed to show 
off. Not much happened into June. 

“Did he just forget how to hit?” an exasper- 
ated Tommy Lasorda plaintively asked, 

Strawberry started creeping in July, walking 
in August, and rushing in late Steptember as 
he carried the offensive burden. He ran out of 
gas at the wrong time, about a week before 
the pennant race was settled, and the Dodg- 
ers blew the lead in the final five days of the 
season. He still slugged 28 homers, knocked 
in 99 runs, and proved that as he approaches 
30, there is life in his bat yet. 

Davis was injured chasing a fly ball in the 
1980 World Series against the A's, damaged 
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a kidney, spent time in an Oakland hospital, 
and was upset that Cincinnati didn't send a 
chartered jet for him when it was time to leave. 
We're dealing with spoiled brats here, of 
course. He really never recovered his health 
last year. But the Dodgers say they love him, 
they love Strawberry, and they are confident 
these two homegrown Los Angelenos will 
bring another pennant to Chavez Ravine. | be- 
lieve them. 

The Dodgers are strong on the mound, be- 
hind the plate, and in the outfield. The infield, 
as it has been since the glory years of Garvey- 
Lopes-Russell-Cey, is not much to write home 
about. Benzinger, 29, is a smooth glove and a 
professional hitter without much power. He 
won't give the Dodgers the slugging of Mur- 
ray, but he also won't wear out in September, 
as Murray did last year. Outfielder Kal Daniels 
(.249, 17, 73) was rumored to have picked up 
a first baseman's mitt in order to keep his bat 
in the lineup. Eric Karros, the club's minor 
league player of the year (.316, 22, 101 at 
Albuquerque), also plays first. 

Mike Sharperson (.278) is adequate and 
Juan Samuel (.271, 12, 58) offensive at sec- 
ond base and shortstop Jose Offerman, who 
hit only .195 last season, has a nifty glove. The 
Dodgers would like to see a bit more offense 
out of him. Rookie Greg Smith may be ready to 
make a bid for the job. Lenny Harris (.287) will 
be the third baseman with Jeff Hamilton (.223) 
and Dave Hansen (.268) battling it out as in- 
field backups. Once you get past the Dodger 
infield, they are an impressive team. 

Ramon Martinez (17-13, 3.27 ERA and 150 
strikeouts) is the leader of this deep staff. He 
is a very hard thrower with a tight slider and a 
good change. He is improving each year with 
regular work. Hershiser, Lasorda’s old Bull- 
dog, was 7-2 in 21 games in his shakedown 
season after shoulder surgery. At the age of 


33, he should have a few more good years in 
the L.A. cause. Bob Ojeda (12-9, 3.18), 
knuckleballer Tom Candiotti (13-13,-2.65 with 
Cleveland/Toronto), and highly rated rookie 
Pedro Astacio give the Dodgers excellent 
pitching depth. Pedro Martinez, 20-year-old 
brother of Ramon, won 18 games at three mi- 
nor-league stops in '91. The bullpen is also 
deep with John Candelaria as the left-handed 
short man, Jay Howell and Roger McDowell 
as the right-handers, and Steve Wilson and 
Jim Gott in the left/right setup roles. 

Mike Scioscia (.264, 8, 40) is 33 years old 
and has a little more trouble than he used to 
catching those day games after night games. 
Still, he is so slick with his pitchers and such a 
team leader that the Dodges push him as he 
pushes himself. A lot of Dodger fans will never 
forget and a lot of Met fans will never forgive 
the home run he hit off Dwight Gooden in the 
1988 playoff. Rookie Carlos Hernandez (.345 
at Albuquerque) may be ready to take some of 
the burden off Scioscia’s broad shoulders, 

Brett Butler, one of baseball's finest leadoff 
men, will be the bedrock of the Los Angeles 
outfield between Strawberry in right and Davis 
in left. He hit .296 with 112 runs scored last 
year. A brilliant fielder, he played in 161 of the 
Dodgers’ 162 games. 

Los Angeles will present a different front, as 
they say in football, in 1992. The addition of 
Davis, Candiotti, and Benzinger should help 
the Dogers past the Braves this time around. 
One thing is certain if the Los Angeles club 
makes it to the World Series: Peter O'Malley, 
their leader, won't fall asleep, as Ted Turner 
did on Jane Fonda's shoulder last October. 
You can bet your last tomahawk on that. 


MIKE 
~ SCIOBCIA 
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ATLANTA BRAVES 


The story of the Atlanta Braves in 1991 was so 
warm, so wonderful, so unbelievable that 
many people are certain it will happen again. 

It won't. There is this crazy thing in baseball 
called hunger. The Braves don't have it any- 
more. They had that urge, that looseness, that 
desire, that intensity, that willingness to gam- 
ble and unwillingness to lose that allowed 
them to catch the Dodgers from behind, pass 
them, fall back again, and finally surge on to 
their destiny wth Minnesota. 

The final loss to Jack Morris and the also- 
unbelievable Twins could not take one mo- 
ment of pride and excitement out of the Atlan- 
ta picture. Ted Turner has been spending 
money and his people have been building a 
farm system for years. It all came together last 
year under the wise hand of rookie Atlanta GM 
John Schuerholz, manager Bobby Cox, and 
the entire organization. 

For the last few years baseball people kept 
saying the Braves had remarkable young 
pitching. And all they did was finish last. Final- 
ly, in a twinkling, two kids named Steve Avery 
and John Smoltz became Koufax and Drys- 
dale. The rest, as they say in the storybooks, 
was history. Smoltz battled Morris in that final 
Series game last fall in one of the grittiest per- 
formances by a young pitcher since Johnny 
Podres won Game 7 of the 1955 Series for 
Brooklyn over the Yankees. 

Avery was 18-8 and Smoltz was 14-13 in 
their breakthrough years. Tommy Glavine was 
20-11 with a 2.55 ERA, but after all he is a 
veteran pitcher of 26 by now. The baseball 
scouts just love to argue about the future of all 
three of these incredible young men. If they 
are as good as they showed last year through 
the seventh game of the Series, the Braves 
are a dynasty in the making. Realistically, 
young players tend to grow weary, have some 
off years, and may even suffer serious injury 
(see Dwight Gooden) after a few years of fire- 
balling big-league pitching. Charlie Lei- 
brandt, a grizzled 35-year-old, contributed 
mightily with a 15-13 mark during the season 
but was pitched out in October. The Braves 
might start showing off some more of their 
kiddie corps pitchers (Ben Rivera, David 
Nied, Matt Murray) if the hop is gone from 
Leibrandt's hummer. Or they could turn to 
Mike Bielecki (13-11 with the Cubs). 

Mike Stanton, a mean left-hander, should 
be the short man this year after winning the 
job with some wicked pitching late last sea- 
son. Mark Wohlers is another impressive arm. 
Pete Smith, Kent Mercker, Alejandro Pena, 
and old war horse Juan Berenguer shore up 
the Braves’ bullpen. 

While everyone focused on Lonnie Smith's 
base-running mistake in the eighth inning of 
the seventh game of the Series, it was little 
noted or hardly remembered that Sid Bream 
hit into an inning-ending double play with the 
lead runner on third base. It was one of the 


only failures the first baseman had all year. He . 


had a strong season after coming over from 
Pittsburgh as a free agent and gave the 
Braves a needed left-handed threat. He will 
get some help from Brian Hunter on hot Geor- 
gia days this summer. 

Mark Lemke, who almost stole the Series 
thunder from his teammates and the Twins, 
will probably beat out Jeff Treadway despite 
Treadway's impressive .320 average in 106 
games. Treadway is the better hitter but 
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Lemke is a wonderful fielder and a strong per- 
former when the stakes are high. Rafael Bel- 
liard and Jeff Blauser handle shortstop quite 
well, thank you, and Terry Pendleton, the Na- 
tional League’s Most Valuable Player, showed 
what a change of scenery can do for a good 
man, Pendleton hit .219, had 22 homers, and 
knocked in 86 runs. He will be 32 in July and 
'91 was clearly his career year. If he feels any 
pressure to repeat that remarkable season, it 
could be’a major mistake. Career years are to 
be enjoyed, if hardly ever duplicated. 

Greg Olson, 31, has spent a lifetime in the 
minor leagues, threatened to give up the 
game a couple of times, and finally wound up 
as one of the most durable catchers in base- 
ball. He hit only .241 last year but handled the 
baby Braves like a charm. His play in the Se- 


ries, especially some of those tumbling tea 
kettle tags, showed up well in all the winter 
videos of the classic. Damon Berryhill, ac- 
quired late in the season from the Cubs, will 
see plenty of work. 

Otis Nixon stole 72 bases but lost his 
chance at Series competition when he was 
suspended for drug use, He owes 18 more 
days of that hard time into the 1992 season, 
according to the doctrine of commissioner 
Fay Vincent. Nixon will get back in time for the 
first crucial series in late April, and with his 
improved hitting (.297), he may be ready for 
an even bigger year, 

David Justice, a wonderful young player 
who hit .275, slugged 21 homers, and 
knocked in 87 runs in just 109 games, could 
be the league's next legitimate superstar. He 
can do it all and has many times. Ron Gantis a 
slugger supreme with 32 homers and 105 


DAVID JUSTICE 


runs batted in last year. He stole 34 bases and 
plays a professional center field’ with a strong 
arm: There also has to be a place in the 
scheme of things for Lonnie Smith. He is too 
good a player, even at 36, to come off the 
bench once a week as a pinch hitter. Then 
there is Keith Mitchell, who had 14 homers 
and 69 RBIs at three stops while batting over 
.300. Bobby Cox may have to come up with 
some creative platooning. 

The Braves had a wonderful run last sea- 
son. It just seems too much to ask of their 
young pitchers to do it again when everybody 
is focusing on them. A key injury or a non- 
career year by Pendleton might open the door 
for the Dodgers. 
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SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 
The San Francisco Giants are still fighting off 
the strong winds of Candlestick a half dozen 
years after they were supposed to build anew 
park by the bay or move to a new city. It is as 
good a4 reason as any for their failure. 

Every baseball player wants to be a big lea- 
guer. Not every one wants to wear a macki- 
naw, fur gloves, and thermal underwear in 
summer. “The coldest winter | ever spent,” 
wrote Mark Twain, “was a summer in, San 
Francisco,” 

Kevin Mitchell hit 109 home runs in the last 
three years with the Giants. General Manager 
Al Rosen rewarded him for his performance 
above and beyond the call of duty with a trade 
to the sterile atrnosphere of Seattle’s King- 
dome. Mitchell could easily hit 50 homers 
there, embarrassing the Giants not one whit, 
who were rmore concerned about unloading 
this troublesome young man than tolerating 
his capricious behavior, 

Manager Roger Craig knows as much 
about pitching as any man alive. He also 
knows he doesn't have much. Rosen thinks 
that situation was improved immeasurably by 
obtaining three strong arms from Seattle—Bill 
Swift, a Yankee killer, Mike Jackson, and Dave 
Burba—in the deal for Mitchell, the 1989 Na- 
tional League MVP. Swift (1-2, 1.99 ERA, 17 
Saves) might become a San Francisco starter 
after a career in the American League as a 
long-relief man and spot starter, If the Giants 
get lucky with Swift and can make him a 
steady winner at the age of 30, they could be 
a major force in the West. 


“We have enough offense even without 
Mitchell,” said Rosen. "We'll score runs.” 

The Giants have Will (The Thrill) Clark, Matt 
Williams, table-setter Willie McGee, Mike 
Felder, and Kevin Bass, if he can return to his 
Houston form, as run producers. The pitching 
apparently is improved with the three new 
arms, the defense is sound, the offense is im- 
pressive, and the depth is adequate. Now if 
they could only turn off that wind, please. 

Clark (.301, 29 HR, 116 RBI) has become 
one of the most dominant batsmen in the 
game, this generation's Ted Williams, a pic- 
ture-perfect hitter that all other hitters study. At 
27, he is just entering those golden years and 
may soon be doing for San Francisco what he 
did in college at Mississippi State, batting 
.420 in his senior year. There was a great deal 
of friction between Mitchell and Clark, if the 
clubhouse confidential sources are to be be- 
lieved. Now the Giants can look forward to a 
more peaceful summer and some improve- 
ment in their fourth-place finish of last year. 

Williams (.268, 34, 98) is clearly established 
now as one of the game's most devastating 
long-ball hitters as well as one of the quickest 


gloves around. The 26-year-old third base- 
man is balding, dour, and a little heavy at 
times, but he swings a nasty bat. Williams can 
explode on a high fastball as rapidly as any 
batter in the game. 

McGee hit .312 in 131 games, and if the 
Giants can get the 33-year-old center fielder 
out there about 25 more times, their situation 
should improve immensely. McGee scored 
only 67 runs last year. The Giants need 100 
from the leadoff position to have an impact in 
the race. McGee has to play more, get on 
more, and be pushed around more for San 
Francisco to win more. Darren Lewis batted 
-340 in half a season with Phoenix, then hit 
.248 filling in for McGee. He had 45 steals on 
the year and 104 runs. Ted Wood batted .311 
and drove in 109 runs for Phoenix. 

Clark is a stylish first baseman in addition to 
having a glorious bat. Robby Thompson hit 
.262 with 19 homers, a rather impressive total 
for any second baseman who isn't named 
Ryne Sandberg. Williams, as noted, is a de- 
fensive force at third as well as being as pro- 
ductive an offensive player as there is in the 
game. The Giants are looking for more out of 
the shortstop position than Jose Uribe (.221) 
gives them. Andres Santana, a 23-year-old 
Dominican rookie, may be ready to unseat 
Uribe at the slot. He hit .316 at Phoenix with 45 
stolen bases and will get plenty of competition 
from Royce Clayton, who batted .280 at Dou- 
ble-A Shreveport, A little more help at short- 
stop and the Giants have an All-Star infield. 

Two young catchers, Steve Decker, who 
has long-ball potential, and Kirt Manwaring, 
who does not, will battle it out for the No. 1 
spot. Manwaring is probably the better receiv- 
er and Decker should prove to be the better 
hitter. An old Casey Stengel truism fits here. 
“When you have two catchers, you don't have 
one." Easy for old Casey to say that. He had a 
guy named Yogi Berra. 

The Giants opened up the free-agent sys- 
tem in 1990 with the overpriced signing of left- 
hander Bud Black. It wasn't so much the mon- 
ey because, after all, only Bob Lurie, the team 
owner, had to worry about that. It was more 
that Black, 34 now, refused to win early when 
everybody was looking. He finished at 12-16, 
but by that time the Giants were 15-plus 
games back. 

Dave Righetti had 24 saves and a 2-7 mark 
with a 3.39 ERA last year. He is 33 years old 
now and if he is ever to be a starter again after 
a distinguished short-relief career, mostly with 
the Yankees, this is the time. The Giants hope 
to go from pitching poor to Rags to riches. 
Skipper Craig said he will do it in 1992. Kelly 
Downs (10-4, 4.19), Trevor Wilson (13-11, 
3.56), John Burkett (12-11, 4.18), and Paul 
McClellan (3-6, 4.56 after 13-3 at Shreveport/ 
Phoenix) give the Giants more starting depth 
than most clubs have. If Scott Garrelts (limited 
to 19% innings) returns from elbow surgery or 
if Swift and Righetti both start, there will be a 
battle to make this rotation. 

Jeff Brantley (5-2, 2.45, 15 saves), rookie 
Jim Myers (6-4, 2.48, 24 saves at Shreveport), 
and Jackson (7-7, 3.25, 14 saves) could do 
the work out of the bullpen. 

The Giants won't break into the two-team 
Dodgers-Braves race, but they should be the 
best of the rest. It could even be better if Swift 
makes an impressive transition and Righetti 
remembers July 4, 1983 and thinks he is only 
facing the Boston Red Sox. 
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CINCINNATI REDS 

Lou Piniella will look at his pitching rotation 
one early spring afternoon and see Jose Rijo, 
Tom Browning, Greg Swindell, Tim Belcher, 
and Norm Charlton. Whew. Do they look good 
on paper! 

The Reds finished fifth last year after a 
World Series championship in 1990 over the 
Oakland A's. Piniella spent a good part of the 
winter trying to figure out where had all the 
flowers gone. 

Belcher, 10-9 with the Dodgers, and Swin- 
dell, 9-16 with the Indians (60-55 lifetime, an 
impressive figure with a depressing team), 
are supposed to add depth to a shallow rota- 
tion. Belcher, a 30-year-old gritty right- 
hander, and Swindell, a 27-year-old left-hand- 
ed power pitcher, aren't quite in the class of, 
say, the Mets’ pickup of two-time Cy Young 
Award winner Bret Saberhagen. Marge 
Schott, the impatient owner of the Reds, may 
not be pleased as Swindell tries to learn the 
league and gets his ears pinned back in the 
doing. Belcher was 15-12 in the Los Angeles 
championship season of 1989. He is 12 
games over .500 for his career. That gives the 
Reds a chance to improve on their sub-.500 
(74-88, 20 games back) season of a year ago. 

Rijo was 15-6 with a 2.51 ERA last year after 
his World Series MVP season. He can be a 
trifle difficult to deal with, especially on money 
matters, so the Reds have to hope he is willing 
to give them a full year of pitching for a full 
year of salary. Browning, the chubby left- 
hander, was 14-14 with a 4.18 ERA in as in- 
consistent a season as a pitcher could have. 
He will be 32 years old in April and could be 
losing an itty bitty bit off that fastball, just 
enough to make him a welcome mound visitor 
for hungry N.L. batsmen. Charlton is 29 and 
the Reds still aren't sure if he will be better off 
pitching every fifth day or relieving every other 
day. While they struggle over that decision, 
the career of the left-hander seems to be on 
hold. Scott Ruskin (4-4 with Montreal) offers 
additional left-handed support. 

The Reds finally gave up on wonderful, 
wacky Randy Myers, shipped him west to San 
Diego, and put all their relief pitching eggs in 
Rob Dibble's basket. The overwhelming right- 
hander with the 100-mph heater and the 200- 
mph temper now has the short chores all to 
himself. This is what he has screamed about 
for three years. If Dibble is as good as he says 
he is, the Reds will prosper. If he is not even as 
good as Myers, there's trouble in Riverfront 
city. And by the way, Dibble is hereby warned 
to throw to his first baseman's glove and not at 
a runner's feet. 
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Joe Oliver (.216, 11 HR, 41 RBI) and Jeff 
Reed (.267, 3, 31) share the catching, with 
Oliver the better receiver and Reed the guy 
the Reds hope will add more punch to their 
attack. We're not talking Johnny Bench here. 

Piniella, who can smell a hitter a mile away, 
loved the stroke of first baseman Hal Morris 
when Morris was a struggling Yankee farm 
hand. He pushed GM Bob Quinn to get him 
two years ago. Piniella has been rewarded 
with .340 and .318 seasons, including the im- 
pressive power totals last year of 14 homers 
and 59 RBIs in 478 at bats. 

Second baseman Bill Doran (.280, 6, 35) is 
one of those players who slides through the 
game unnoticed, underappreciated, and 
probably underpaid. A lifetime .270 hitter with 
good range, exceptional double-play skills, 
and quiet efficiency, Doran is lost in the Reds’ 
shuffle. Only the game's serious students rec- 
ognize his skills. 


Everybody recognizes the skills of Barry 
Larkin, the heir to Ozzie Smith as the shortstop 
by which all other shortstops in the league are 
measured. He had another picture-perfect 
year (.302, 20 HR, 69 RBI) as everyone 
around him floundered. Larkin is the strong 
anchor for the Reds; if they are to compete 
again in the top strata of the division, he will 
lead them there. : 

Chris Sabo (.301, 26, 88), one of the favor- 
ites of old Cincinnati skipper Pete Rose (re- 
member him?), has emerged from his strug- 
gling big-league start to become a solid pro- 
fessional. He plays the position with vigor and 
bravery, runs the bases with élan, gets his 
uniform ripped and dirty, and hardly ever 
changes his airplane goggle glasses. 

The Reds added Bip Roberts (.281) from 
San Diego in the Myers deal and Dave Marti- 
nez (.295, 7, 42) from Montreal to shore up the 
weakest part of the team, the top of their bat- 
ting order. 

Now that Eric Davis is off gallivanting in Los 
Angeles with old buddy Darryl Strawberry, 
Southern League All-Star Reggie Sanders 
could make the big jump from Double-A to 
center field in Riverfront Stadium. Paul O'Neill 
(.256, 28, 91) has become a legitimate long- 
ball threat with full-time work in right field. He 
is approaching his peak, and if part-time early 
work in his career did not diminish his skills, 
this quick-swinging slugger can only get bet- 
ter. Piniella will have to sort out the rest of his 
outfield from among Roberts, Martinez, Billy 
Hatcher, Chris Jones, Glenn Braggs, and 
rookie Cesar Hernandez. 

The Reds were covered with star dust two 
years ago when they ended that foolish Oak- 
land dynasty talk and embarrassed Tony La- 
Russa. Now they will find out just how hard itis 
to come back from 20 games out. 
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SAN DIEGO PADRES 
Look at these numbers: .309, .351 and a bat- 
ting title, 317, .329, 370 and a bat title, 313 
and a bat title, 336 and a bat title, 309, and 
.317. Those are the kind of numbers that got 
players such as Ted Williams, Ty Cobb, Stan 
Musial, Rogers Hornsby, and Rod Carew into 
the Hall of Fame. 

All it gets Tony Gwynn is aggravation. The 
whispers persist that Gwynn worries more 
about his average than his team's average, 
that he counts hits instead of victories, that he 
lacks Triple Crown power, and that he doesn't 
get along with teammates. Jack Clark, who 
passed through San Diego on his way to Bos- 
ton millions, chewed Gwynn over when he left 
town. Regardless of the personality problems, 
this 31-year-old left-handed-hitting machine 
deserves more recognition and appreciation 
for his batting exploits. No more Rodney Dan- 
gerfield for Mr. Gwynn. All together now, say 
it: We respect Tony Gwynn. 

Joe Mclvaine came to San Diego from the 
Mets with a reputation as an aggressive deal- 
er. He pulled off a trade this winter for relief 
pitcher Randy Myers without giving up very 
much. It should shore up the pitching. The 
Padres finished six games over .500 last year 
but didn't improve as much as the clubs 
around them, the Giants and the Reds, who 
picked up more pitching. 
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Bruce Hurst (15-8, 3.29 ERA), Ed Whitson 
(4-6, 5.03), Andy Benes (15-11, 3.03), Greg 
Harris (9-5, 2.23), and possibly rookies Rafael 
Valdez and Frank Seminara could make for a 
competitive rotation. Hurst has won 26 games 
in two San Diego seasons and doesn’t miss 
the unfriendly short porch at Fenway Park one 
bit. Benes developed into a confident pitcher 
last year and Whitson, who had shoulder 
problems much of the season, should be able 
to take their turns as regular starters. 

Lefty Myers will patrol the mound, antago- 
nize hitters with his delays, and save 30-plus 
games. Until his arm falls off, he'll be an elite 


saver. Craig Lefferts had 23 saves but just one 
victory and a 3,91 ERA a year ago. Mike Mad- 
dux (7-2, 2.46) offers long relief. 

Benito Santiago, the San Diego catcher, is a 
thrill a minute behind the plate: lively, aggres- 
sive, unafraid to throw the ball around, and a 
clever caller of games. He hit .267 with 17 
homers and 87 RBIs. At age 27, he is the best 
in the league. The Padres might do well to sell 
him off for a couple of 20-game-winning pitch- 
ers and go with backups Dann Bilardello and 
Tom Lampkin. 


The Padres got all they had hoped for in 
Fred McGriff when they made the big deal a 
year ago involving Roberto Alomar and Joe 
Carter with the Blue Jays. The first baseman 
hit .278, had 31 homers, and knocked in 106 
runs in his first National League season. He 
had about a week's adjustment period and 
then he just started losing baseballs all over 
National League cities. In the old baseball 
parlance, that was a deal that really helped 
both teams. 

Tony Fernandez, who arrived with McGriff 
from Canada, was a splendid pickup at short- 
stop with wide range, a strong arm. He is set 
there for another half dozen years, Rookies 
Tom Redington (.284), Ray Holbert (.264), 
Jose Valentin (17 HR), and Guillermo Velas- 
quez (21 HR) could work into the San Diego 
infield picture. Paul Fairies proved last year 
(.177 in 57 games) that he wasn’t going to add 
much to the offense. 

Gwynn doesn't have a lot of help in the San 
Diego outfield. Manager Greg Riddoch has to 
get lucky there if he is to offer a competitive 
team in the West. Darrin Jackson showed that 


he had power aplenty (21 HR in just 359 at 
bats) in his first full season with the Pads, He 
will give the Padres some pop with McGriff 
and Santiago, Tom Howard and rookie Will 
Taylor could earn more playing time; Jerald 
Clark (.228, 10, 47), despite a potential home- 
run bat, might wind up with less. 

The Padres were a surprising third-place 
finisher in the National League West last year. 
They seemed to sneak up on the division while 
the Dodgers and Braves were trying to settle 
the thing. That won't be the scenario this time 
around. The Dodgers are better, the Braves 
just as good, and the Giants and Reds seem 
to have advanced their cause over the winter. 
There isn't enough room for all of them at the 
top. But no matter what happens to the Pa- 
dres, they can still enjoy the sunny beaches 
around San Diego. 
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HOUSTON ASTROS 

The last-place Houston Astros of 1991 (65- 
97—and lucky to be that good) will not be the 
first-place Houston Astros of 1992. These 
guys in the funny suits are not Atlanta, Minne- 
sota, or even St. Louis. There are no miracles 
waiting to happen here. 

At least the horrific Astros are smart enough 
to get out of town most of the summer. They 
are turning over their indoor, subterranean As- 
trodome for the Republican convention. May- 
be they ought to turn over some of their play- 
ers with it, Despite rumors to the contrary, the 
Astros do have a few quality big-league ball 
players. They just don't have enough of them 
to compete in a division which seems to be 
powerful this year. 

Craig Biggio (.295, 4 HR, 46 RBI) is a quality 
catcher with a strong arm, a solid contact bat, 
and a hustling style. He can run well, a rare 
trait for catchers, and he does a decent job on 
those few occasions when he is called on to 
go to the outfield when manager Art Howe has 
seen enough. The Astros traded two of their 
top minor leaguers, Kenny Lofton and Dave 
Rohde, to Cleveland for catcher Eddie Tau- 
bensee (.310, 13, 39 in Triple-A), freeing Big- 
gio for a possible move to second base. 

Casey Candaele does a creditable job at 
second, hit .262 in 151 games, and shows 
occasional power. The Astros depend a lot on 
Ken Caminiti, a slugging third baseman who 
knocked in 80 runs, hit 18 homers, and batted 
.253 in 152 games last year. He is a winning 
ball player and deserves a fate better than a 
lifetime of servitude inside the air-conditioned 
splendor of the ninth Wonder of the World. 

Luis Gonzales led the Astros in extra-base 
hits (50) and drove in 69 runs in his first full 
season. Steve Finley (.285, 8, 54) is the best of 
the outfielders. He is one of those ball players 
who seems to be improving every year of his 
professional career, He has done better 
against National League pitching than he did 
against Triple-A or American League pitching. 
He arrived in the trade a year ago involving 
slugger Glenn Davis. Right-hander Pete Har- 
nisch (12-9, 2.70 ERA) came along in that 
same deal. He is only 25 years old and Howe 
is counting on him to anchor this staff through 
the long season and the long, lost summer 
journey to 11 other National League cities 
while the Republicans debate the merits of 
one George Herbert Walker Bush. 

Rookie of the Year Jeff Bagwell (.294, 15, 
82) did an impressive job in replacing the 
traded Davis at first base. He is one of the 
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brightest spots in the gloomy Texas picture in 
Houston. Shortstop Andujar Cedeno has the 
right name for this team and showed some 
flash after being promoted from Tucson 
(.303). And, yup, his Triple-A teammate Gary 
Cooper had some pop in his bat (.305, 14 HR, 
75 RBI) before he joined the Astros. There 
were other impressive numbers at Tucson 
from catcher Scott Servais (.324), infielder 
Andy Mota (.299), and outfielders Eric Antho- 
ny (.336) and Gerald Young (.304). But their 
major league performances all fell far short of 
those marks. 

Mike Scott's arm went south on him last 
year. He finally had to admit he couldn't get it 
charged up again. He retired rather than take 
money from the Astros, a remarkable act 
among high-salaried heroes of today. Scott 
didn’t win a game for the Astros last year, but 
the hope persisted that he would eventually 
come back and add some experience, poise, 
and split-fingered fastballs (did anybody say 
sandpaper?) to the staff. No such luck. 

Now Howe will look for pitching help any- 
where he can get it. Mark Portugal was 10-12 
with a 4.49 ERA, the kind of numbers, if he 
were a country of the same name, would be 
looked on as less than thrilling. Howe may try 
reliever Curt Schilling, baseball's first Alaskan 
native, as a starter. He has a live arm, is big 
and strong, and saved eight games last year 
in 56 outings. Al Osuna, who had a dozen 
saves, and Xavier Hernandez (2-7, 4.71) will 


handle most of the work out of the bullpen as 
short men. With this thin pitching staff, there is 
bound to be plenty. 

The Astros may have been involved in the 
most exciting set of National League playoffs 
ever, the extra-inning thrillers against the Phil- 
lies in 1980 and the Mets in '86. Since then it 
has all been downhill in Houston. The oil busi- 
ness is flat, the boom days are over, and the 
Astros are going nowhere fast. 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE 


EASTERN DIVISION 
PITTSBURGH PIRATES 


There used to be an old expression in tennis 
that the best men’s doubles team in the world 
was John McEnroe and anybody. Just about 
the same could be said for the Pittsburgh Pi- 
rates’ outfield. Barry Bonds and Andy Van 
Slyke won't have Bobby Bonilla with them in 
the Pirate attack but they will team up with 
anybody for a pretty fair country outfield. 

Manager Jim Leyland will have a handful of 
candidates to succeed Moneybags Bonilla in 
tight field, including Gary Redus, Cecil Espy, 
Lloyd McClendon or rookies Terry McDaniel 
and Albert Martin. The 100 RBIs that Bonilla 
accounted for won't be easily replaced, but 
with careful juggling of talent, Leyland should 
be able to manage. 

The 1991 Pirates won the National League 
East non-race by 14 games. Bonilla added a 
good part of the muscle in that attack, but 14 
games’ worth seems a bit much. Even with 
improved performances by the Cubs, Mets, 
and Cards, the Bucs still seem to have more 
than enough depth to march into the champi- 
onship series again. 

If the game doesn't start until somebody 
lets go of the ball, the Pirates have more than 
enough pitching to sustain the rigors of Penn- 
sylvania's spring chill and late-summer hu- 
midity. The 1990 Cy Young Award winner, 
Doug Drabek, had trouble finding his rhythm 
early last season. He had to pitch 150 innings 
before he could feel comfortable driving off 


BARRY BONDS 


35 starts. This is a bulldog of a right-hander 
who won't.be 30 until July. Left-hander John 
Smiley, one of the league's two 20-game win- 
ners (along with Atlanta's Tom Glavine), was 
20-8 with a 3.08 ERA in 33 starts. He is only 27 
years old and should give the Pirates’ opposi- 
tion fits for years. Zane Smith (16-10, 3.20) 
can't throw a baseball through a pane of 
glass. Big-league hitters hate him. He 
bounces his slider, spots his fastball, and sur- 
prises with his changeup. 

Bill Landrum (17 saves), Stan Belinda (16 
saves), and left-hander Bob Patterson (4-3, 
4.11) give Pittsburgh maneuverability out of 
the bullpen. Lefties Randy Tomlin (8-7, 2.98) 
and Neal Heaton (3-3, 4.33) can each start or 
relieve and Leyland isn't embarrassed to use 
half a dozen pitchers in any game in his bull- 
pen by committee strategy. 

The Yankees romanced Pirate third base- 
man Steve Buechele in the free-agent sweep- 
stakes last winter but couldn't pull the trigger. 
Pittsburgh re-signed the slick-fielding infield- 
er, who batted just .246 with the Bucs but had 
22 home runs and 85 RBis for the year. John 
Wehner made an impression, batting .340 in 
37 games before being sidelined with back 
surgery, The Pirates will make some changes 
in their infield with strongboy Jeff King, held to 
only 33 games last year with back problems, 
trying it at first. Redus can also play there, as 
can Orlando Merced (.275, 10 HR, 50 RBI) 
and backup catcher Tom Prince. 

The rest of the infield is first class all the 
way, especially with those two ballet artists at 
shortstop and second base, Jay Bell and Jose 
Lind. Bell hit .270 with 16 homers, numbers 


that are very warming for any skipper when a 
shortstop covers ground and throws the way 
Bell does. At the age of 26, he is fast moving 
into the league's select shortstop company of 
the aging Ozzie Smith and MVP candidate 
Barry Larkin. Lind hit .265 and made only nine 
errors in 796 chances, many of them of such 
spectacular style that they left fans breathless 
and opponents scowling. Only Ryne Sand- 
berg made fewer errors, but Lind arguably 
covers much more ground than the Cubs’ 
second baseman. 

The heart of the Pittsburgh offense, if there 
are no last-second deals before spring, are 
the two leftover outfielders. Bonilla is a Met but 
Barry Bonds and Andy Van Slyke give the Pi- 
rates a powerful force as they hope to fight off 
the challenges of wealthier teams. Two years 
ago, many baseball people thought Van 
Slyke, a strong left-handed hitter and a grace- 


ful, energetic fielder, was the best all-round 
player in the game. He slipped to .265 with 17 
homers and 83 RBIs last year. He should do 
better than that if he can stay free of injury. He 
is at his peak at age 31, and if he wants Bonilla 
bucks, he has to have a big year in 1992. 

Bonds, who may now be the best in the 
game, simply has to avoid getting hit by a bus 
to get better than Bonilla bucks, even if he 
doesn't get them from the Bucs. The son of 
one of the game's best 30-30 men, Bobby 
Bonds, Barry is coming off another very pro- 
ductive year. He hit .292 with 25 homers and 
116 RBIs. He will miss his pal Bonilla, but he 
shouldn't concern himself with that as free 
agency beckons. Bonilla got about $6 million 
a year from the Mets. Bonds won't be 28 until 
July, and there must be a team out there will- 
ing to give him about $35 million for the next 
six years, 

Don Slaught, who wears his britches high— 
the way baseball players used to—and the 
left-handed-hitting Mike LaValliere (.289), will 
handles most of the catching. Prince will get 
some work and rookie Armando Romero 
might be ready. 

The Pirates will recover well from the loss of 
Bonilla. If they can hold on to Bonds and if Van 
Slyke shakes off the injury jinx, it could be 
another N.L. East runaway. If not, they will set- 
tle for a simple two- or three-game margin as 
they try again to make it to the World Series. 
They don't have Bonilla laughing it up in their 
clubhouse anymore, but they should get back 
some bucks when he comes to town in the 
orange and blue of the Mets. 
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CHICAGO CUBS 


The Chicago Cubs finished 20 games out of 
first place last year. That so upset the Chicago 
Tribune bosses that Don Zimmer, Jim Essian, 
and Jim Frey all had to take long walks off 
short piers. New manager Jim Lefebvre, the 
guy called Frenchy by his old Los Angeles 
Dodger teammates, has been asked to bring 
this team back into contention. With some im- 
proved pitching, a little better hitting, and the 
avoidance of injuries, Frenchy might just be 
able to do that. 

The Cubs thought they had solidified their 
pitching early last year when they signed ex- 
pensive free agent Danny Jackson. He won 
exactly one game for Chicago. Did anybody 
say give-backs? Jackson worked out hard all 
winter and reportedly was coming to camp fit. 
If he can add a dozen wins to the Chicago 
total, the Cubs could keep the Wrigley Field 
fans flying all summer long. 

The Cubs had the worst pitching in the 
league last year, with a 4.03 ERA. Greg Mad- 
dux (15-11, 3.35 ERA) is the anchor of this 
team. He has such good stuff that every year it 
figures he should win 20 games. If he does it 
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this season, the Cubs will threaten. Behind 
Maddux, the starting pitching wasn't anything 
to write home about and the relief pitching, led 
by the disappointing Dave Smith from Hous- 
ton as a replacement for Lee Smith, wasn't 
much. Smith didn't win a game, had only 17 
Saves, and an ERA of 6.00—not a healthy fig- 
ure for a short man. 

Zimmer was trying to be patient with his 
young pitching. It cost him his job. Mike Mor- 
gan, who had a career year with the Dodgers 
(14-10, 2.78), was signed as a free agent. 
Shawn Boskie (4-9, 5.23) and Frank Castillo 
(6-7, 4.35) could fill out a rotation if they adjust 
to big-league tremors at the same time. Not 
very likely. Big Mike Harkey made just four 
starts before undergoing arthroscopic sur- 
gery on his right shoulder. Lefty Lance Dick- 
son, 22, and Turk Wendell (11-3, 2.56 in Dou- 
ble-A), obtained from Atlanta, offer promise. 
The Cubs are hopeful that Smith, 36, is not too 
far gone to make a comeback to what he was 
at Houston, one of the most reliable closers in 
the game. Paul Assenmacher (7-8, 3.24, 15 
saves) provides left-handed short relief. 
Chuck McElroy went 6-2 with a 1.95 ERA ina 
club rookie-record 71 games and swingman 
Les Lancaster (9-7, 3.52) was re-signed. 

Joe Girardi, disabled most of the season, 


and Hector Villanueva (.276 with 13 HR) give 
the Cubs enough depth behind the plate with 
Rick Wilkins, a fine receiver, ready to assume 
more of the burden after batting .271 at lowa. 

The Cubs ' infield is about as good as it gets. 
First baseman Mark Grace slipped back a bit 
last year (.273, 8 HR, 58 RBI) but is still capa- 
ble of a batting title. He has a swing as sweet 
as his name with line-drive power to all fields. 
The mano a mano put on by Grace and Will 
Clark in the championship series three years 
ago was as pretty a thing to watch as any 
baseball show in years. 

Ryne Sandberg (.291, 26, 100) is a manag- 
er's dream. He is as good in April as he is in 
September. As good in the day as he is at 
night. As good on the road as he is at home. 
The Cubs’ second baseman can just flat out 
play this here game. He would be a star with- 
out a bat because his defense and field lead- 
ership are exceptional. He can hit with power, 
run, field, and throw, just the way Branch Rick- 
ey used to judge stars before big salaries be- 
came the measure of success. 

Shortstop Shawon Dunston, who throws 
harder than any pitcher on the Cubs, has to 
have that super season soon. This may be the 
summer. Dunston is 29 and the Brooklyn na- 
tive never has put a full year together yet. 
Baseball history is filled with people like that. 
He batted .260 last year with 12 homers and 
60 RBIs. Most scouts look at that talent, that 
bat speed, that body, and expect much more. 
Another season without star numbers and 
Dunston has to fall into the also-ran class. 

Luis Salazar (.258, 14, 38) is no All-Star at 
third but he is not the reason the Cubs disap- 
pointed last year. He usually does about what 
is expected of him. Jose Vizcaino batted .262 
in a reserve role and young Pedro Castellano 
(.303, 10, 87 in Class-A), the MVP in the Caro- 
lina League, could be a year away. 

Grumpy George Bell (.285, 25, 86) had a 
decent season in his Cubs’ debut. More is 
expected of him. If a guy isn't going to sell 
tickets with affability, he should at least be 
able to sell some with productivity. Too many 
games seem to end with the tying run at sec- 
ond and Bell popping up. 

At 37, Andre Dawson is moving in a direc- 
tion that could lead him to Cooperstown. This 
is a guy who is almost as consistent in what he 
does as Sandberg is in what he does. His 
knees are forever aching but he continues to 
deliver in style. Last year he batted .272 with 
31 homers and 104 RBls. Dawson still plays a 
strong defense and has one of the most accu- 
rate arms in the game. If Lefebvre doesn't get 
too greedy and overplay Dawson, he should 
get another potential MVP year out of the 
classy veteran outfielder. : 

Jerome Walton, Dwight Smith, Doug Das- 
cenzo, and Cedric Landrum will split most of 
the playing time in center field until Lefebvre 

decides on his man. What Joe Torre said of 
the Mets holds true for the Cubs as well: no 
center fielder. ; 

Maybe the Cubs believed everything writ- 
ten about them last year, how they were con- 
tenders, how they could win with a break, how 
they would finally get comfortable with lights 
in Wrigley Field. Lots of bad things happened 
on the way to 77 victories and another lacklus- 
ter September. 

Hardly a man is now alive who remembers 
41945. The Cubs actually won a pennant that 
year. Sorry, gramps, this won't be the year. 
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NEW YORK METS 

The new-look New York Mets offer a new gen- 
eral manager, a new skipper, and old money 
in their quest for a return to the top in 1992. Al 
Harazin, the hand-picked successor to tight- 
fisted Frank Cashen, made a big splash in his 
first weeks on the job with the signing of 
switch-hitting Bobby Bonilla of the Beat 'em 
Bucs for a little under $6 million a year for five 
seasons. The howls could be heard all the 
way to Pittsburgh's Gateway Center. 

“Checkbook baseball,” screamed Pirate 
fans, who lost their husky hitter to the allure of 
New York cash. 

“The Mets are trying to financially mug the 
smaller markets,’ screamed Pittsburgh man- 
ager Jim Leyland. 

New York manager Jeff Torborg, whisked 
away from the White Sox with some of that 
same Fred Wilpon real estate money and Nel- 
son Doubleday publishing cash, could only 
ponder how many runs Bonilla would count for 
in the Mets’ attack. 

“We're not concerned,” said manager Joe 
Torre of the 1991 runner-up Cardinals. “The 
Mets don't have a center fielder. They have 
Vincent Coleman in center field. The Mets 
don't have a center fielder.” 

Torre had succinctly stated the case. The 
Mets can't win because they can't catch the 
ball. Bonilla, with all his millions, cannot 
change that scenario. He will take his strong 
bat (.302, 18 HR, 100 RBI) to right field, That's 
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the good news. He will also take his weak 
glove, That's the bad news. An outfield of Bon- 
illa in right, Coleman in center, and Howard 
Johnson—a solid MVP candidate (.259, 38, 
117, 30 steals and 108 runs) if the Mets had 
had a winning season—for the dearly depart- 
ed Kevin McReynolds in left field, does not 
mean the Mets will play Willie Mays defense. 

Torborg was talking of making veteran Bill 
Pecota the second baseman and trying Dave 
Magadan or rookie Chris Donnels (.303 at 
Tidewater) at third. Magadan (.258), who was 
injured and seemed to lose his stroke and his 
confidence last year, is probably the guy. 
Don't bet against Johnson returning to third. 
Any way, the defense is not a pretty picture. 

Before they added Bonilla, the Mets took on 
sourpuss Eddie. Murray (.260, 19, 96) in an- 
other example of long-lost love. Harazin knew 
Murray as a young star at Baltimore and be- 
lieves he can still add punch to the Mets at the 
age of 36. 

Pecota is a glove man who hit .286 in 390 at 
bats for Kansas City. Torborg thinks he can 
play every day and also back up Kevin Elster 
when needed at shortstop. Elster (.241) 
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should be fully recovered from shoulder sur- 
gery now to give the Mets some stability in 
the infield. And long-time Yankee second 
baseman Willie Randolph, who batted .327 at 
Milwaukee, offers professionalism and ma- 
neuverability. 

The Mets let veteran catcher Rick Cerone 
go and are now committed to rookie Todd 
Hundley, son of Cubs’ star Randy Hundley. 
Young Hundley is a handsome lad who can 
catch, throw, and call a good game. As for his 
hitting, in Jack Benny's immortal word, 
“Well...” He did bat .273 with 14 homers and 
66 RBls at Tidewater, but just .133 in 21 
games with New York. The Mets still have 
Charlie O'Brien, a proven .185 hitter, as a 
backup. Mackey Sasser, who has a live left- 
handed bat, should fitin here or in the outfield. 
New outfielder Dave Gallagher (.293), ob- 
tained from California in a deal for Hubie 
Brooks, can go behind the plate in an emer- 
gency, but he’ll get plenty of defensive duty in 
that outfield. 

The Mets became a serious team more than 
two decades ago when they discovered 
youngsters named Tom Seaver, Jerry Koos- 


man, and Nolan Ryan. They won again a half 
dozen years ago with Dwight Gooden, Ron 
Darling, and Bob Ojeda. Gooden is coming 
off rotator-cuff shoulder surgery, a good rea- 
son not to believe the Mets can get to the top. 
He was soft-tossing in December, expects to 
start by April, and hopes to gain arm strength 
by June. Any setback could change this 
hopeful strategy. If Gooden doesn’t come all 
the way back, the Mets hope two-time Cy 
Young Award winner Bret Saberhagen, only 
28, will be their pitcher of the '90s. He went 13- 
8 with a 3.07 ERA at Kansas City last season. 
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David Cone (14-14, 3.29) has to be the main 
man on this staff until Gooden shows he is the 
old doctor. Considered to have the best stuff, 
Cone struck out 200 batters for the second 
year in a row, but lacks consistency as a bell- 
wether pitcher and sometimes lets his com- 
petitive temper get the best of him. 

Sid Fernandez was 1-3 in eight games be- 
fore his knees gave out after a spring wrist 
injury. He now has to tape his knees but 
should tape his mouth if he wants to keep his 
legs strong and his figure trim. Fernandez un- 
derwent knee surgery and diet therapy over 
the winter. What's the fuss all about? This is a 
guy who has never won more than 16 games 
despite being almost unhittable at times. 
Rookie Anthony Young (7-9, 3.73 at Tidewat- 
er) and youngsters Wally Whitehurst, Doug Si- 
mons, and Pete Schourek (a combined 14-19 
with the Mets) fill out the rotation. 

John Franco (5-9, 2.93, 30 saves) will be the 
No. 1 man in the bullpen. There is some doubt 
that Franco is still the pitcher he was in Cincin- 
nati a couple of years back or even the guy 
the Mets traded Randy Myers for. Tim Burke 
(6-7, 3.36, 6 saves), once Montreal's closer, is 
no longer that reliable. Lefty Paul Gibson was 
obtained from Detroit (5-7, 4.59, 8 saves), 

The Mets made a lot of noise over the win- 
ter, putting out a lot of cash to get Bonilla and 
Murray and a lot of talent to get Saberhagen. 
That did not help their defense, next-to-last in 

1991, or give them any more guarantees on 
the mound. Unless Bonilla hits 30 homers, 
Murray returns to his Baltimore form, Saberha- 
gen has another Cy Young season, and Goo- 
den makes the greatest medical comeback 
since the Frankenstein monster learned to 
walk after a jolt of electricity, the Mets are not a 
contender for the pennant. As Torre said, 
“They don't have a center fielder.” It is very 
hard to get to the World Series without one 
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ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 

What if Todd Worrell comes back from the 
graveyard of fallen arms and saves 45 
games? What if Todd Zeile emerges as a su- 
perstar at third, Rich Gedman finds that left- 
handed home-run bat he once showed in 
Boston, and the Big Cat, Andres Galarraga, 
responds to Joe Torre's musings with a Triple- 
Crown-type season? 

The Cards made an improbable run from 
the bottom of the National League East the 
year before to a commendable second-place 
finish last season under the light touch of old 
St. Louis hero Joe Torre. Unlike other last- 
place finishers, the Atlanta Braves and the 
Minnesota Twins, the Cards couldn't make it 
all the way to the World Series. , 

Torre's luck may just run out in 1992. The 
Cardinals really aren't that good. What al- 
lowed them to close within 14 games of the 
Pirates last season was the remarkable year 
Torre was able to get out of grizzled veteran 
Lee Smith. He saved 47 games, won six, 
turned in a 2.34 ERA, and appeared in only 67 
games. That last figure is usually overlooked. 
It means he hardly ever pitched except when 
he had a solid chance at the save. Cris Car- 
penter relieved in 59 games, winning 10. 

The St. Louis starters, led by Bryn Smith 
(12-9, 3.85 ERA), were nursed, coaxed, and 
maneuvered into a rotation with Torre’s deft 
hands. If ever the handling of a pitching staff 
was accountable for a strong run, this is Ex- 
hibit A. Smith received some help from Omar 
Olivares, who started and relieved, turned in 
an 11-7 mark, and could develop into a vital 
pitching asset. Torre got 11 victories and 12 
losses but lots of work out of journeyman Bob 
Tewksbury. Jose DeLeon was 5-9 and will 
never be a reliable starter. The Cardinals were 
encouraged by the rehabilitation of former 
ace left-hander Joe Magrane, who missed the 
'91 season following elbow surgery. With an- 
other strong year from Smith and some help 
from rookies Mike Milchin and Mark Clark, the 
Cards could have adequate pitching. 

Tom Pagnozzi hit .264 as the No. 1 catcher 
and Rich Gedman could remember every one 
of his 10 hits in a .106 year. This was actually a 
guy the Red Sox once thought would be the 
strong successor to Carlton Fisk. Somewhere 
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along the way he lost all sense of what a man 


iS supposed to do when he is standing at 
home plate with that piece of wood. 

Galarraga, obtained from Montreal in a deal 
for pitcher Ken Hill, will add some defense as 
well as potential offense. He is too big at 6-3 
and 235 pounds to hit only .219 with nine 
homers and 33 RBls. Torre has been suc- 
cessful before in reclaiming long-lost bats, so 
Galarraga, who had 23 homers and 85 RBis in 
1990, should be his major spring project. 

Jose Oquendo is not yet 30 but it seems as 
if he has been an the National League scene 
for several dozen years. The Mets signed him 
at age 16 and he didn't become a regular until 
he was 28. Oquendo teams remarkably well 
now with the Wizard of Oz around second 
base. He is a better hitter than his .240 of last 
year and should prove it this season. Ozzie 
Smith doesn’t give us the thrills he did in the 
years the Cards were making it to the Series, 
but he is still the class act at shortstop. The 
Cards wouldn't give him a long-term contract 
this year, but he will play for somebody for four 
or five more seasons. He may have lost a step 
or two, but nobody is close to Ozzie in range 
or smarts at that position. 

Zeile hit .280 with 11 homers and 81 RBIs as 
he learned third base. Free from the catching 


burdens he despised, Zeile, 26, could be one 
of the National League stars of the 1990s. 

When scouts look at Felix Jose, they start 
muttering sweet nothings to each other. He 
just looks like a ball player with a bruising 
body, thick wrists and wide shoulders, and a 
whippet swing, He hit .305 last year with only 
eight homers and 77 RBIs. Torre thinks Jose 
can maintain his average and still improve on 
his long-ball production. 

Milt Thompson hit .307 in 115 games and 
Torre makes good use of his speed. Bernard 
Gilkey (.216), Ray Lankford (.251, 9, 69 and 
44 stolen bases), and fast Lonnie Maclin 
should fill out the outfield for the 1990s edition 
of the Gashouse Gang. 

The Cards probably have more depth on 
their bench than many other clubs in the East. 
Gerald Perry, a premier first baseman with the 
Braves, will get some playing time behind Ga- 
larraga and take a few turns in the outfield; 
Rex Hudler could play second, shortstop, or 
third on days when the regulars are rested. 
And Pedro Guerrero (.272, 8, 70) will get his 
swings somehow. 

The Cards brought the fans back to Busch 
Stadium last year with their hustling play and 
their impressive turnaround after a dismal 
1990. Now it is up to Torre to build on that 
momentum. But with the other N.L. East clubs 
more improved and the Cardinals having 
some obvious holes, it isn’t likely. Unless Zeile 
becomes a superstar and Torre finds more 
pitching, the Cardinals don’t seem to be a 
legitimate threat. 
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PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 

The good news about the Phillies last year 
was that they tied for third place in the Nation- 
al League East. Very impressive. The bad 
news was that they finished 20 games behind 
the champion Pittsburgh Pirates. 

They weren't that good. Manager Jim Fre- 
gosi succeeded Nick Leyva and the Phillies, 
especially Lenny Dykstra, who recovered 
from a near-death experience in his car, liked 
Fregosi’s bouncy ways. They rallied for as 
strong a finish as could be expected. The Phil- 
lies were last in hitting and ninth in pitching. 
Somehow that combined for a tie for third, 
proving once again statistics can mislead. 

Mariano Duncan may prove to be a useful 
pickup and Dale Sveum, a name nobody can 
spell or pronounce, could take up the glove at 
shortstop. He once hit 25 home runs for the 
Milwaukee Brewers. If he does that for the 
Phillies, it could encourage their fans that this 
year could actually be an improvement on last 
season. And for nostalgia buffs, a rookie out- 
fielder named Ruben Amaro Jr., son of one of 
the all-time Philadelphia favorites, could land 
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a job on this transitional team. He and promis- 
ing left-hander Kyle Abbott were obtained 


from the Angels in the trade for Von Hayes. 


Terry Mulholland (16-13, 3.61) gives Phila- 
delphia a legitimate starter every fifth day. He 
is a hard-throwing left-hander who manages 
to win close ball games. He also pitched 232 
innings with eight complete games in an era of 
wimpy starters. Tommy Greene, a 6-5, 227- 
pounder, was 13-7 last year and no-hit the 
Montreal Expos in May. The Phillies think he is 
ready to make some noise in this league at the 
age of 24. Jose DeJesus was 10-9 on a club 
six games under .500. He deserves watching 
at the age of 27. Pat Combs, another tall left- 
hander, was advertised as the pitcher who 
would bring the Phillies into contention with 
his hard fastball and excellent control. He was 
only 2-6 last year with a 4.90 ERA. He needs 
more innings. Andy Ashby was 11-11, 3.46 in 
Triple-A. The Phillies re-signed relief ace 
Mitch Williams (12-5, 2.34, 30 saves). Joining 
him in the bullpen are Barry Jones (13 saves 
with Montreal), Mike Hartley, and Wally Rit- 
chie. Toby Borland won eight games and 
saved 24 for Double-A Reading. 

Ricky Jordan (.272, 9 HR, 49 RBI) will get a 
full shot at the first-base job with Von Hayes 
dispatched to California. The Philadelphia in- 
field shapes up as the strongest part of the 
team, especially if Sveum regains his old Mil- 
waukee form. Wally Backman (.243) is as grit- 
ty an infielder as there is and Dave Hollins 
(.298, 6, 21 in 56 games) takes over at third 
base with the trade of Charlie Hayes to the 
New York Yankees, 

Dykstra (.297) came back to play in 63 
games after running his car into a tree. He was 
lucky to escape with relatively minor injuries, 
including a separated shoulder, after so se- 


vere a crash. He gave the Phillies a lift when 
he returned and Fregosi is counting on the ex- 
Met to liven things up in 1992. Dykstra is the 
table-setter for this club. He will only be 29 this 
season, so there should be a lot of baseball 
left in the tobacco-chewing center fielder. 

John Kruk (.294, 21, 92) is the power pro- 
vider on the Phillies. He could play first base 
full time if Jordan doesn't cut it in the spring or 
he may wind up back in the outfield. Either 
way, he can be counted on to hit some of the 
hardest line drives in Veterans Stadium since 
Mike Schmidt hung up his bat in a flood of 
tears, mostly his own. Wes Chamberlain pro- 
vided bursts of excitement while hitting .240 
with 13 homers and 50 RBIs. 

The Phillies have to decide if they want to 
squeeze another year out of Dale Murphy 


(.252, 18, 81) at 36 or start moving in some of 
the kids. Rookies Tony Longmire, a husky 22- 
year-old Californian, appears about ready af- 
ter a couple of tries. Julio Peguero, a slight 
Dominican, may not be far behind. Murphy 
came back well last year after settling in with 
the Phillies, but it is clear he will never play on 
a Philadelphia winner, making him the Ernie 
Banks of this generation, the best player of his 
time never to get to the World Series. 

Darren Daulton signed a huge free-agent 
contract with the Phillies before the 1991 sea- 
Son, Was a passenger in the Dykstra car, and 
ended up with another sub-.200 season 
(.196). Doug Lindsey (.259 at Reading) was 
rated the best defensive catcher in the East- 
ern League, 

Fregosi will have a chance to take this team 
to spring training, infect them with his own 
competitive ways, and move in some young 
people in another rebuilding year. 
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MONTREAL EXPOS 

Maybe the Montreal Expos are just interested 
in reliving the excitement of the early 1980s, 
when they were legitimate contenders in the 
N.L. East almost every year. Why else would 
they rush out to sign old pal Gary Carter? Car- 
ter hit .246 in 101 games for the Dodgers last 
season, but he has lost most of his bat speed, 
is still troubled by aging knees, and will be 38 
shortly after opening day. Who do the Expos 
think they have here, Carlton Fisk? 

Then again, neither Gilberto Reyes (.217) 
nor Darrin Fletcher has the career Hall of 
Fame catching credentials that the Kid has. It 
could simply be that the Expos are positioning 
themselves with a new popular skipper if Tom- 
my Runnells is given the heave-ho by early 
summer. The Expos finished a solid last in 
1992 (71-90, 26'% back) and should hold that 
position with ease this year. 

The biggest change for the Expos in 1992 
will be the return of their confidence that no 
cement blocks or loose steel will fall on them if 
they play poorly. The best Montreal engineers 
swear the Olympic Stadium is now fully re- 
paired from the damage last year which 
forced the Expos to take some unpleasant 
road trips in September. 

The Expos do have some talented players, 
which guarantees a competitive start to the 
season if not a successful finish. Dennis Marti- 
nez pitched a perfect game last year, had 14 
victories and an impressive 2.39 ERA, and 
started 31 games. The Expos will be a tough 
opening-day team for that reason alone. Ken 
Hill (11-10, 3.57) was obtained from the Cardi- 
nals in the Andres Galarraga deal and should 
be the main man in the rotation behind Marti- 
nez. Mark Gardner (9-11, 3.85) was inconsis- 
tent but showed on occasion that he could be 
a very difficult pitcher to beat. Blaine Beatty, 
once a highly regarded prospect for the Mets, 
went 12-9 at Tidewater Jonathan Hurst, ac- 


quired from Texas in the Oil Can Boyd trade, 
went 15-3, 2.27 at three minor-league stops in 
91. Chris Nabholz, Chris Haney, and Brian 
Barnes complete the unsettled rotation for 
Montreal. John Wetteland (4-3, 2.79, 20 saves 
at Albuquerque) arrived from Los Angeles via 
Cincinnati and he'll get plenty of relief work. 
Jeff Fassero, Steve Frey, and possibly young- 
sters David Wainhouse and Pete Young will 
also be in the bullpen. 
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The Expos are hoping a rookie named 
George Canale is ready to step in where Ga- 
larraga left off. He doesn't have to hit much to 
pass the Big Cat's .219 mark. He is already 
considered a big-league glove. Delino De- 
Shields stole 56 bases, hit .238 (a drop of 51 
points), and covers much ground around sec- 
ond base. He is a winning, aggressive ball 
player and Runnells will let him run wild. Bret 
Barberie hit .353 in 57 games and 20-year-old 
Wilfredo Cordero could join him in the majors 
this year. Second baseman Todd Haney was 
an American Association all-star at Indianapo- 
lis, where he batted .312. Spike Owen (.255) 
doesn't have a great deal of range at short- 
stop and his arm can be suspect at times. He 
is a player who gives his all and is another of 
Runnells's favorites. Tim Wallach (.255, 13 
HR, 73 RBI) is 34 and the glory days are about 
over. He is the last link to those exciting Mon- 
treal teams of a decade ago (not counting 


prodigal son returnee Carter) and is sad 
about his career winding down without a 
championship in Canada. 

Ivan Calderon (.300, 19, 75) had an impres- 
sive year for the Expos and should be able to 
stay at that high level at the age of 30. Larry 
Walker hit .290 (with 16 HR and 64 RBI) and 
Marquis Grissom (.267, 6, 39) led the National 
League with 76 steals in 1991. If the Expos hit 
more behind him, he might have been able to 
score well over 100 runs, instead of 73. Left- 
handecd-hitting outfielder John Vander Wal 
was another Triple-A all-star (.298, 15, 71) and 
Canadian native Matt Stairs was the Eastern 
League MVP (.333, 13, 78 at Harrisburg). The 
Expos need more punch in their lineup. 

The toughest days are probably ahead for 
the Expos. They need an infusion of young 
talent, a couple of significant free-agent sign- 
ings, and a stadium that stays up all year, It 
looks like another rebuilding year in Canada. 
Gary Carter can hardly be the cornerstone of 
a Montreal youth movement into the 1990s. 


TIM WALLACH 
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HITTERS’ TARGETS 
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Se ee 
HITS 
(Inactive players 2800 or more) 


Pete Rose ... 
Ty Cobb... 
Hank Aaron. 
Stan Musial. 
Tris Speaker... 
Honus Wagner... 
Carl Yastrzemski.... 
DHS COMMS ka caee ces reap ucoeyes nag aarnessederansessest 
Willie Mays.. 
Nap Lajoie.. 
Paul Waner.. 
Rod Carew.. 
Cap Anson,. 
Lou Brock... 
Al Kaline......... 
Roberto Clemente . 
Sam Rice... 
Sam Crawford. 
Willie Keeler....... 
Frank Robinson.. 
Jake Beckley ..... 
Rogers Hornsby 
Al Simmons... 
Zack Wheat 
Frank Frisch c.....cccccceeeee 
YOUNT, Robin, Brewers .. 


Babe Ruth FS 
Brooks Robinson... 2848 
Charlie: Gehringer..... 2839 
BRETT, George, Royals ..2836 
George Sisler............ 

PARKER, DaVve........-:s:se0 rar 
WINFIELD, Dave, Blue Jays 2697 
MURRAY, Eddie, Mets...... 2502 
EVANS, Dwight, Orioles 2446 
DAWSON, Andre, Cubs... ..2354 
FISK, Carlton, White Sox.. ..2303 
GRIFFEY, Kenic... cere 2143 
RANDOLPH, Willie, Mets . 2.2138 
TEMPLETON, Garry...... +2096 
MURPHY, Dale, Phillies «2095 
MOLITOR, Paul, Brewers. 2086 
WILSON, Willie, A’s.......... 2038 


TRAMMELL, Alan, Tigers. 
DOWNING, Brian, Rangers. 
CARTER, Gary, Expos..... 
BOGGS, Wade, Red Sox . 
WHITAKER, Lou, Tigers... 
SMITH, Ozzie, Cardinals .. 
LANSFORD, Carney, A's - 
HENDERSON, Rickey, A’s... 
BAINES, Harold, A's... 
SAX, Steve, White Sox .. 
CLARK, Jack, Red Sox. 
RIPKEN, Cal, Orioles... 
RAINES, Tim, White Sox ... 
SANDBERG, Ryne, Cubs .... 
GWYNN, Tony, Padres......... 
PARRISH, Lance, Angels.. 
GRIFFIN, Alfredo, Dodgers.. 
GANTNER, Jim, Brewers... 
BUTLER, Brett, Douglas... 
FRANCO, Julio, Rangers... 
PUCKETT, Kirby, Twins ....... 
GUERRERO, Pedro, Cardinals 
WALLACH, Tim, Expos........ 
MATTINGLY, Don, Yankees.. 
McGEE, Willie, Giants... 
MOSEBY, Lloyd... 
HRBEK, Kent, Twins... 
BROOKS, Hubie, Angels.. 
BELL, George, Cubs... 
TERR IGG cincetce aces 
GAETTI, Gary, Angels... 
DAVIS, Chili, Twins. 
WILSON, Mookie ... 
RAMIREZ, Rafael... 
PENA, Tony, Red Sox.... 


RUNS BATTED IN 
(Inactive players 1500 or more) 


Hank Aaron.. 
Babe Ruth... 
Lou Gehrig... 
Ty Cobb.... 
Stan Musial... 
Jimmie Foxx. eo 
VTE MAY ss sarvesecterasmicvvcenenvieesessscSesewct 
IGT GIR toate oo acts sn ceatontacs Fate aisonn teh tans to 
Carl Yastrzemski . in 
Ted Williams..... 
Al Simmons...... 
Frank Robinson... 
Honus Wagner. 
Cap Anson....... 
Reggie Jackson.. 
Tony Perez....... 
Ernie Banks . 
Goose Goslin...... 
WINFIELD, Dave, 
Nap Lajoie 
Mike Schmidt... 
Rogers Hornsby . 
Harmon Killebrew ... 
Al Kaline .......... 
Jake Beckley ... 
Tris Speaker... 
Willie McCovey 
Harry Heilmann....... 
Willie Stargell ...... 
Joe DiMaggio . 
Sam Crawford.. 
Mickey Mantle 
PARKER, Dave....... 
MURRAY, Eddie, Mets 
BRETT, George, Royals 
EVANS, Dwight, Orioles 
DAWSON, Andre, Cubs ue 
FISK, Carlton, White Sox............ cece eee 1305 
YOUNT, Robin, Brewers ............:.ccsceee 1278 
MURPHY, Dale, Phillies ee 
CARTER, Gary, Expos .. 
CLARK, Jack, Red Sox..... =F 
DOWNING, Brian, Rangers... 1034 
PARRISH, Lance, Angels...........c:.csererse 998 
BAINES, Harold, A's ..... oa 
RIPKEN, Cal, Orioles . 
HRBEK, Kent, Twins...... 4; 
GUERRERO, Pedro, Cardinals .............-+. 882 
TRAMMELL, Alan, TigerS.......0.-.000ccccceees 865 
WHITAKER, Lou, Tigers.... j 
WALLACH, Tim, Expos ............ 
STRAWBERRY, Darryl, Dodgers. ve 
MATTINGLY, Don, Yankees...... ... 827 
BELL, George, Cubs .... 
GAETTI, Gary, Angels .. 
LANSFORD, Carney, A's..... 
BRUNANSKY, Tom. Red Sox... 
CARTER, Joe, Blue Jays... 
DAVIS, Chili, Twins ..... 
BROOKS, Hubie, Angels.. 
SANDBERG, Ryne, Cubs . 
MOSEBY, Lloyd ..2.:....0..... 
BARFIELD, Jesse, Yankees . 


Active players in 1991 in CAPS 


SSeS ee) 
HOME RUNS 
(Inactive players 300 or more) 


Hank Aaron 
Babe Ruth.... 
Willie Mays 
Frank Robinson... 
Harmon Killebrew ... 
Reggie Jackson... 


Mike SCHMIdt...........eecrereeee 548 
Mickey Mantle ..........:...:0000- 536 
Jimmie Foxx..... 534 
Willie McCovey 521 
Ted Williams..... 521 
Ernie Banks ..... 612 
Ed Mathews. 512 
Mel Ott...... 511 
Lou Gehrig... 493 
Stan Musial. 475 
Willie Stargell ... 475 
Carl Yastrzemski . 452 
Dave Kingman. 442 
Billy Williams... 426 
Darrell Evans ... 414 
Duke Snider 407 


WINFIELD, Dave, BlueJays . 
VAL GIG Sian ceeereoettckersceresd 
MURRAY, Eddie, Mets... 
Graig Nettles ...... 
Johnny Bench..... ‘ 
MURPHY, Dale, PHiIi@S......ccceeeeeetceeteeeees 
EVANS, Dwight, Orioles.... 


Orlando Cepeda. rc 
MONIYIPE TE Stas. teoseecvecactvelicscionreresoo vr osvertrctls 
NOE CASH trea acieattehasrreittrah tatstoistansans er 
DAWSON, Andre, Cubs a 
Rocky Colavito........c0« 
FISK, Carlton, White Sox... 


SAIN ROCG Se atte teencescrertrcorvensrorrrenes orga a 370 
FRCUDDLT FIadeaastenrrtaxnttabinasscavinscsrissctarenacsace 369 
Joe DiMaggio . 361 
Johnny Mize... ..309. 
Yogi Berra... 308 
Lee May 

Dick Allen 


George Foster. 
Ron Santo....... 


PARKER, Dave 

Boog Powell 

Don Baylor 

Joe Adcock .........-. 336 
CLARK, Jack, Red Sox. ..335 
Bobby Bonds............. 332 
Hank Greenberg............... 331 
Willie HOFtON ...ccseeesenee £3025. 
CARTER, Gary, Expos .. 319 
Roy Sievers..........., 318 
Ron Cey....... 316 


Reggie Smith.. 314 
Greg Luzinski . ..807 
Al Simmons... ..307 
Fred LYNN... ..306 


PARRISH, Lance, Angels.. ‘ 
Rogers Hornsby ........... 301 
Chuck Klein .............. 

BRETT, George, Royals....... 
STRAWBERRY, Darry!, Dodgers. i 
DOWNING, Brian, Rangers ..... 265 
RIPKEN, Cal, Orioles......... 259 
HRBEK, Kent, TWINS..<sc:ccescsessseeseecencessseseess 243 
BARFIELD, Jesse, Yankees ................0028 239 
BRUNANSKY, Tom, Red Sox... 
YOUNT, Robin, Brewers ... 5 
BELL, George, Cubs. ..... 227 
BAINES, Harold, A's ...... 
GUERRERO, Pedro, Cardinals if 
GAETTI, Gary, Angels .......... 219 
CANSECO, Jose, A's. 
GIBSON, Kirk, Royals .... 
CARTER, Joe, Blue Jays... 
JOHNSON, Howard, Mets 
WALLACH, Tim, Expos... 
DAVIS, Chili, Twins 


STREET AND SMITH’S BASEBALL 


Itssecond and third. 


Twoouts. Time fora pinch-hitter. 


A quick look at the bench gives you three choices... 


Go with the back-up rightfielder 


riding a streak of 7 for 12 off the bench. 
Or the veteran pinch-hitter. He’s delivered 
in the past, but he’s struggling lately. 
Your last choice is the switch-hitter 
just called up from the farm. He has 
all the tools. But is it too soon to , 
throw him into the fire? 
This is what baseball is all about. ¥ 
Strategic maneuvers that play to your 


The Sporting News delivers baseball 
insight and analysis 52 weeks a year. 
r Stay on top of the action with our detailed 
team-by-team reports. Get in-depth stats that 
show who’s hot and who’s not. Follow 
all the news on trades, signings and 
Le) shake-ups off-season, the time when 
A if franchises are rebuilt. Spot the stars of 
eae the future with our minor league 
¥, reports. Get the breakthrough stories, 
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team’s strength. Knowing the weak- 7 interviews and opinions from writers who 
nesses in the other dugout. Thinking a A yy live the game. 
few innings ahead. Peed Baseball’s just the beginning. 


If you truly know and love the game, 
you owe it to yourself to dig into base- 
ball like you’ve never seen it before, in “3> 
the pages of The Sporting News. EZ 
Special introductory offer: 21 
issues for just 69¢ each. Why the 
low price? We’d like to show you 
exactly why The Sporting News has 
been America’s baseball authority for 
over 100 years. As a new subscriber, 
you'll get 21 issues for just 69¢ each — 


and a view of the game you just won’t 
find anywhere else. 


The Sporting News gives you weekly coverage 
of all the major sports, including a scout’s eye 
view of basket-ball, football and hockey — in 

season and out. 
So step up to the big leagues with The 
Sporting News, and get an up close look at 
baseball. Simply mail the postage-paid reply 
card or the coupon below. For fastest service, 

call toll-free. 

You'll find we take the game as seriously 

as you do. 


Call toll-free 1-800-358-8883 


_ Name. 
na) (Please Print) 
i y i i} 
p 7) yg 


Get the stories behind the 
box scores —just 69¢ an issue. 
Introductory offer for new subscribers only. 


) Send me 21 issues of The Sporting News 
for just 69¢ each. 


Address. 


City — Sate ep 


| My payment of $14.49 is enclosed L Bill me later ine 
Canadian residents add $16.38 for subscription postage. [bas ix NNT 
U.S. funds only, Other international rates available on request. ; 4 || 0 Q 

The Sporting News is published weekly, with special double issues. 


R&. MORE THAN JUST THE SCORE 
8CSR5 


Mail to: The Sporting News, 
P.O. Box 50074, Boulder, CO 80322-0074 
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Not every major leaguer is willing to do 
whatever is necessary to “make the play.” 


by MARTY NOBLE newspay 


The line separating valor from its better 
part, discretion, was well defined. It mea- 
sured three inches by 330 feet, running from 
home plate to the foul pole in left field at Busch 
Stadium in St. Louis. Anyone in the ballpark 
last September 13 could have seen it. Rex 
Hudler saw it, and he ignored it. And in the 
second inning, he crossed over it. Airborn. 

It was a gallant effort to be sure by the Car- 
dinals' left fielder. But exactly what was 
Hudler doing? New York Mets’ rookie Chris 
Donnels, a left-handed batter, had hit a line 
drive down the left-field line. The ball was slic- 
ing away from Hudler and threatening to be- 
come an extra-base hit. Or a harmless foul. 

Hudler never considered the less damag- 
ing alternative. Indeed, he considered little, 
least of all his own well-being. So what if no 
one was on base? Or that it was still early in 
the game. The Pirates had all but eliminated 
both teams from the division race, so what if 
Donnels’s line drive might have fallen fair? In- 
deed, what would it have mattered if it had 
bounced away for an inside-the-park homer? 

But Hudler dived, made an extraordinary 
catch, and then skidded across the artificial 
turf. He broke his skid by nearly breaking his 
skull on the base of the wall. Two months later, 
healed and not the least bit mindful of the risk 
he had assumed, Hudler defended his ac- 
tions. “Yeah, | know, but | made the play,” he 
said. “The idea always is to make the play.” 

There, in one simple sentence, Hudler 
spoke the thought paramount in his mind 
whenever he plays and in the mind of every 
player who has earned the most coveted 
identification in major league baseball: 
gamer. The idea always is to make the play. 
It's the credo of the gamer. Professional foot- 
ball has Al Davis's “Just win, baby.” Baseball 
has “Make the play.” How it's made and the 
risks incurred in making it are not factors a 
gamer choses to consider. Just do it. 

Gamers are a special species, dangerous 
to their opponent and to themselves. They are 
those who play the game as Hudler plays it: 
purposefully, selflessly, courageously, and, if 
need be, recklessly. Gamers do whatever is 
necessary to make a play, whether it means 
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pulling Nolan Ryan's best heat to advance a 
runner, hanging in at second base with Don 
Baylor approaching, or knocking Mike Scios- 
cia on his S to score a run. 

Meeting the demand of the moment may be 
as seemingly simple as taking two strikes to 
allow Tim Raines to steal second base or as 
difficult as playing nine innings when the man- 
ager, trainer, and 24 teammates know your rib 
cage won't allow you to breathe normally, 
much less swing a bat. It may be Pete Rose 
trying to score the decisive run in the 1970 All- 
Star Game—and damaging catcher Ray 
Fosse’s shoulder and career. Rose, the patron 
saint of gamers for a generation, was trying to 
make the play. 

“Whatever it takes. That's what you do when 
you're a gamer,” Hudler explained. “! don't 
know if other people think | am. I'd like to be 
considered one. But it's not something you 
call yourself. Someone else decides whether 
you're a gamer.” 

That identification doesn’t come quickly. 
There is a baseball rite of passage. “You don't 
become a gamer in your first week in the big 
leagues,” said Mike Pagliarulo, the veteran 
third baseman regarded by many as a gamer. 
“It's earned over a long time. You've got to go 
through your first slump and your first dog-day 
summer and still do everything. It's not easy.” 
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Michael Ponzini 


Inflation has affected the language of base- 
ball, just as it has damaged the everyday vo- 
cabulary. Stars no longer are just stars—they 
are superstars. “Superstar” no longer covers 
the Cansecos, Goodens, and Ripkens. They 
now are megastars. But the term “gamer” re- 
mains unaffected, not at all cheapened by 
overuse. The identification remains pure and 
sacrosanct. “Great” is tossed around casually 
by writers, broadcasters, managers, players, 
and fans alike. But identification as a “gamer” 


Michael Ponzini 
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is no more easily attained now than when Ty 
Cobb stuck his sharpened spikes into some 
second baseman or when Bob Gibson tried to 
pitch with a broken leg. 

A popular perception is that there are fewer 
gamers nowadays and too many players with 
an attitude, period, rather than the “whatever- 
it-takes” attitude. The feeling is that free agen- 
cy, born in 1976, and the subsequent and 
dramatic escalation in salaries have under- 
mined players’ motivation and willingness to 
meet the requirement of the moment. 

“When we played, only a few guys on each 
team made more money than an average guy 
on the street,” former home run champion 
Ralph Kiner said. “The way to increase your 
earnings was to win. And the best way to win 
was to play hard and do all the things that had 
to be done to win. Today, a utility player on a 
last-place team is making 10 times more than 
a teacher. And if he hits seven balls out of the 
park, he'll get a raise in arbitration. He’s not 
the kind of player who's gonna hit behind the 
runner. Money's changed the game for sure, 
and I'd say yes, there are fewer guys than 
ever you'd want to call a gamer.” 

So how many among the more than 650 
current major leaguers qualify as gamers? Are 
there more on the rosters of championship 
teams than on those of also-rans? 

“How many? | don’t know. | don’t think there 
are too many,” said Hudler. “| can't really de- 
fine one in words, but I'll recognize one when | 
see one. And there aren't a lot. | play the way | 
play because | think that’s the right way. | only 
know one speed.” 


“I'm not sure how many guys give you ev- 
erything they've got,” Pagliarulo said. “! think 
[the Twins] had a lot of tough players—guys 
who put their bodies on the line. Remember 
the shots [catcher Brian] Harper took in the 
fourth game [of the World Series]. Look at 
Jack Morris. He’s always been a bulldog. 
Look at the way Chuck Knoblauch plays.” 
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Malcolm W. Emmons 


LEGENDARY GAMERS 

Unwittingly perhaps, Pagliarulo ended his 
list with three entries. Which is not to say that 
Kirby Puckett is in some way less a player 
than Knoblauch, the sturdy-looking second 
baseman who won the 1991 American 
League Rookie of the Year Award. But talent- 
ed players frequently are not perceived as 
gamers if only because certain facets of the 
game come comparatively easily to them. 
Frank Robinson was legendary as a gamer; 
Willie Mays wasn't. One historic home run and 
stiff-legged trot 
against Dennis 
Eckersley 


gained permanent gamer recognition for Kirk 
Gibson in 1988. But is Puckett less of a gamer 
because he circled the bases without a limp 
when he beat the Braves in Game 6 last fall? 
Consider the words of Charlie Fox, former 
major league manager and current scout for 
the Astros. “Willie did everything Frank did, 
but he did it too easily, and he smiled more 
than Frank,” Fox said. “Frank had a reputation 
for always knocking a second baseman on his 
ass; Willie didn't. | think that was because Wil- 
lie got to second base so fast, he was already 
safe and thinking about going to third when 
the second baseman got the ball. Hey, the last 
person I’m knocking is Frank Robinson. He 
played as hard as anybody. I'm just saying 
things aren't always the way they look.” 
Indeed, how many outfielders ran into as 
many walls and made as many circus catches 
as Fred Lynn? But teammates sometimes 
questioned Lynn's gamesmanship, especially 
when a particularly effective left-handed 
pitcher was scheduled to oppose Lynn's 
team. He would do what was necessary to 
make a play, but not everyday. 
Lynn seldom was called a gamer. 
Mickey Mantle was. 
He played in pain throughout 
his career. But he readily 
admits he could have been 
kinder to his body off the 
field and thereby extended 
his career and 


mame Bob Gibson (left) 
achieved legendary 
status when he tried 

to pitch with a 
broken leg in 1967. 
Pittsburgh's 
Doug Drabek 
(opposite page) 
injured himself 
when he tried to 
take the extra 
base inGame 1 of 
last season's 
championship 
series. 


Bob Rosato 


played more games in a given season. Yet 
Mantle inspired the players around him, par- 
tially because of his willingness to endure 
pain and partially because of his remarkable 
skills. Gamers have that effect. 

Certainly Bob Gibson did. “He would do 
absolutely anything to win. | mean an-y-thing,” 
said Dal Maxvill, Gibson's shortstop for 10 
years with the Cardinals. “The effect he had 
on the other people around him was unbeliev- 
able. He made you play better. God, he'd 
scare you into playing better. If | dropped a 
ball at shortstop, he wouldn't say a word or 
even look at me. He knew that was a physical 
error. But if somebody made a mental error, 
God help him. Gibby'd just glare at him. He'd 
burn holes in him. As fast as he worked, it 
seemed like there were two minutes between 
pitches if Gibby was staring at you. 

“Or he'd get you in the dugout. He wouldn't 
say a word. He'd just position himself in front 
of the bat rack when it was your turn to hit and 
he wouldn't let you by unless you made eye 
contact with him. And nobody wanted to look 
him in the eye if he just screwed up. It was like 
Gibson was saying, ‘This is my day to pitch. 
Screw up on someone else's day.’ 

“We had a bunch of guys like that. When 
Joe [Torre] played with us...he had those 
eyes—real dark. And it always seemed like he 
needed a shave. He could look very mean. 
And he'd just look at you. If there was some 
kid in our dugout, he'd have Joe on one end 
and Gibby on the other. He'd have to look 


straight ahead or down at his shoes.” (When 
Torre managed the New York Mets, he hired 
Gibson in 1981 as his “attitude coach.") 

In his current role as Cardinals’ general 
manager, Maxvill sees players with similar im- 
pact but for different reasons. Hudler, for all 
his willingness to make the play, is nonethe- 
less a player of modest skill. Yet he has a 
profound effect on his teammates. 

“He shames them into playing harder,” 
Maxvill said. “Nobody wants to be shown up 
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by a guy with less talent. Rex is always trying 
to do something extra, even when he's not in 
the lineup. He's like a caged animal in the 
dugout, pacing back and forth. He wants to 
play, and everyone knows it. He makes other 
guys want to play. If he’s notin the lineup, he's 
in Torre's office immediately, asking why and 
when he can get in. That kind of enthusiasm 
rubs off on the guys around him. With Rex, 
they know it's genuine. They respect that. 
Hey, he's a very important player for us, not 
just because the fans love him. He'll play any 
position. You say ‘Catch?’ and he says ‘Oh 
yeah, | caught.’ 

"Joe will say 'When? Where?’ And he'll say 
‘High school.’ Hey, he probably did, | guess 
he's a little crazy. But it's good crazy.” 

"| don't think I'm crazy. | just play the way | 
play,” Hudler said. Just the same, when doc- 
tors prepared to close the wound in his head 
that night last September, he requested they 
insert some brains before they stitched his 
skull closed. “Well, maybe a little nuts,” 
Hudler admitted. 

“| think Hud's missing a few cells,” said 
Pagliarulo, who roomed with Hudler in 1984 
when each played for the Yankees’ Columbus 
affiliate in the International League. "But may- 
be we're all a little crazy doing what we do.” 

Pagliarulo still questions his own decision to 
begin the 1989 season. He had undergone 
elbow surgery the preceding fall and, in retro- 
spect, now estimates he shouldn't have tried 
to play until perhaps June. But he was in Fort 
Lauderdale in February throwing a baseball 
across the diamond, hopeful of convincing 
himself and manager Dallas Green that he 
had fully recovered. 

“That's the way | am. | feel better if I'm work- 
ing at something. When | got to college [Uni- 
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northeast. These kids down here probably 
have played five times as much baseball as | 
have just because of the difference in the 
weather.’ So | thought | had to catch up. That's 
why | started staying late everyday after prac- 
tice, taking extra ground balls and extra BP. 
Now that's part of me.” 

That sort of realization doesn't explain why 
Pagliarulo puts his chest or his chin in front of 
ground balls or why Gregg Jefferies doesn't. 
Why second basemen in both leagues feared 
Hal McRae and why only pitchers feared 
George Foster. Or why Baylor never budged 
in the constant war between pitchers and hit- 
ters for the outside corner. Or why Doug Dra- 
bek tried to advance from first to third base in 
Game 1 of last year's National League play- 
offs. Of course, the injury Drabek suffered en 
route damaged the Pirates' chances against 
the Braves. But manager Jim Leyland never 
said he wished Drabek hadn't attempted to 
take the extra base. He said he wished Dra- 
bek had reached third unharmed. 

“The reason he's our No. 1 pitcher is the 
same reason he tried to get to third,” Leyland 
said during the winter meetings. “He was do- 
ing everything he could to help us win. You've 
got to have some people on your team who 


plays that way if you want to win. If we had 25 
Doug Drabeks, we might not hit worth a damn, 
but we'd win a lot of games. Talent wins 
games, but sometimes you need a way to 
bring that talent out. You get a guy like Drabek 
or Terry Pendleton, guys who do anything to 
win, it ignites something in other guys.” 
“Anything means anything,” Pagliarulo 
said. “You play when you're hurt, you play 
when you're sick or tired, and when you 
play, you do everything there is to do. 


It's not easy. You've still got to do your job 
when you're out of the race and you're in 
Cleveland and it's hot and humid and you 
played 15 [innings] the night before. 

“Then there's a pop-up by the stands and 
you wish it would carry 20 rows back. But 
there’s a chance you can get it. You run over, 
you fight with the fans, and it goes two rows 
back. The only reward for all the effort is the 
knowledge that you tried to make the play. 
Maybe when you get back to the dugout 
someone slaps you on the back and says 
Way to go.'But most of the time all you get out 
of itis what you put into it. That's what a gamer 
is. It's someone who never has to apologize 
for how he's played. The results might not al- 
ways be there, but the effort always is.” 

Effort is the critical variable in this equation. 
If effort were a constant, there would be no 
such distinction as gamer. But just as not all 
players have the same skills, not all have the 
same work ethic and not all have equal willing- 
ness to put their bodies on the line for the sake 
of catching a line drive, much less a foul ball. 

“Each player starts out with a different no- 
tion of what's necessary to win or what it 
means to give everything he’s got,” Davey 
Johnson used to say in defense of Darryl 
Strawberry’s seemingly casual manner. 
“Straw might think he's busting his ass 
going after a ball. 
Most people 
would think 
he's doggin’ it. 


wae Vike Pagliarulo 
(above) of the 1991 
champion Twins 

is regarded 

as a gamer today. 

Kirk Gibson's home run 
in Game 1 of the 

'88 World Series put 
him in the Gamer Hall 
of Fame with 

Frank Robinson (left) 
and Pete Rose 
(below). 
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But then you look over there and see Mac 
[Kevin McReynolds]. He looks lackadaisical 
sometimes too. But when you need him to go 
to the wall for you, he's there. No one ever 
doubts that he gives it everything he has. 

“When we had Lenny [Dysktra] in the mid- 
dle of those two, everyone said he was reck- 
less and set a tone. | think he did. | think he 
and Wally [Backman] made us better the way 
they bounced off walls and got their uniforms 
dirty. It got our guys revved up. But | don't 
think Lenny played any harder than Mac. He 
just made it look like he did. Straw couldn't 
make it look hard. He didn’t know how. 

“So a lot of it is just perception. There are 
guys who play harder than others and guys 
who coast from the first day. But there are 
gamers, and when you get enough of them 
together you can win. You can make up for a 
small deficit in talent. If you have gamers with 
talent like we had in '86, you win by 20 games 
and win the World Series.” 

But where do you find gamers. They are no 
more plentiful than left-handed sluggers with 
speed or left-handed pitchers with control. 

“Kids who are gamers and who you think 
have a real chance to play in the big leagues 
are hard to find,” said Ray Shore, the Phillies 
scout. "Some kids can go far with limited tal- 
ent and a real will to play hard. They might get 
to Triple-A. But to get to the big leagues, first 
of all you've got to have talent. And not every- 
one with talent has all the other qualities you'd 
like to see.” 

A drop from second place to fifth last sea- 
son prompted the Mets to examine their on- 
field product. Conspicuous in its absence was 
character, an essential element in a gamer 
and an element that enables a team to 
achieve more than its talent suggests is possi- 
ble. When rookie general manager Al Harazin 
set about restructuring his team, he looked 
first to Eddie Murray, the veteran first base- 
man/run producer whose résumé begins with 
the word gamer. Certainly, the acquisition of 
Murray and Bobby Bonilla constituted im- 
provement in talent, but as Harazin said, “We 
knew we needed more than talent. We had to 
revitalize the team with special players. There 
weren't many who fit our needs.” It should be 
noted that the Mets had no intention of court- 
ing Danny Tartabull if the negotiations with 
Bonilla proved fruitless. 

But the metamorphosis went beyond the 
front line. The club imported Dave Gallagher 
from the Angels. New manager Jeff Torborg 
was familiar with him from the time the two 
spent with the White Sox. Torborg described 
him in these words: “Just what we wanted, a 
gamer.” And the Mets had every intention of 
pursuing Bill Pecota in a trade with the Royals 
if the Bret Saberhagen deal had not been 
completed. “Jeff liked him,” Harazin said. 
“He's said he’s a real gamer.” There's that 
word again. 

Harazin began his career in major league 
baseball with the Orioles while Earl Weaver 
was managing, and it was Weaver who creat- 
ed this championship recipe: “Give me a cou- 
ple of guys who can hit the ball over the fence, 
a couple of guys who can throw the ball over 
the plate, a shortstop who can catch the ball, 
and make them all gamers.” 

If only it were that simple. O 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


If you're a Jack Daniel's drinker drop us a line. We'd like to get to know you. 


A TENNESSEE MULE is a lot like a Tennessee 
whiskeymaker: Good, and stubborn. 


For seven generations in Jack Daniel's Hollow 
we've never budged from the standards our 
founder set down. We still insist on Tennessee 
cave spring water; use nothing but 

Grade A grain; and mellow our product | 
through 10 feet of charcoal before aging. [% 
So when folks call us ornery and [ 
mule-like, we're quick to agree. You 
see, if we hadn’t been so stubborn 
all these years, our whiskey 
wouldn’t be so smooth. 


SMOOTH SIPPIN' 
TENNESSEE WHISKEY 


Tennessee Whiskey * 40-43% alcohol by volume (80-86 proof) Distilled and Bottled by 
Jack Daniel Distillery, Lem Motlow, Proprietor, Route 1, Lynchburg (Pop 361), Tennessee 37352 


Placedin the National Register of Historic Places by the United States Government. 


NATIONAL LEAGUE 
player, team (first-place votes) points 
Jeff Bagwell, Houston (23). ..118 
Orlando Merced, Pittsburgh (1). . .53 
Ray Lankford, St. Louis. . .28 
Brian Hunter, Atlanta. . 
Bret Barberie, Montreal 


Wes Chamberlain, Philadelphia. 


Chuck McElroy, Chicago. . . 
Mike Stanton, Atlanta. . 


4~WwwoN 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 


Chuck Knoblauch, Minnesota (26). . .136 


Juan Guzman, Toronto (1). . .68 
Milt Cuyler, Detroit (1). . .22 


Ivan Rodriguez, Texas. 

Rich DeLucia, Seattle. 

Mike Timlin, Toronto. . 

Mark Whiten, Cleveland. . 

Leo Gomez, Baltimore. . . 

Doug Henry, Milwaukee. . . 

Brent Mayne, Kansas City. . . 

Charles Nagy, Cleveland. . . 
Phil Plantier, Boston. . 
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NATIONAL LEAGU 


E 


player, team (first-place votes) 


Tom Glavine, Atlanta (19). ..11 


0 


Lee Smith, St. Louis (4). . .60 


John Smiley, Pittsburgh. . .2 
Jose Rijo, Cincinnati (1). . .1 
Dennis Martinez, Montreal. . 
Steve Avery, Atlanta. . . 

Andy Benes, San Diego. . 
Mitch Williams, Philadelphia. . . 


AMERICAN LEAGU! 


Roger Clemens, Boston (21). . .11 
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A 
1 
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Scott Erickson, Minnesota (3). . .56 
Jim Abbott, California. . .26 


Jack Morris, Minnesota (3). . .1 
Bryan Harvey, California. . .1 
Mark Langston, California. . . 

Kevin Tapani, Minnesota (1). . . 

Bill Gullickson, Detroit. . . 
Jack McDowell, Chicago. . . 
Duane Ward, Toronto. . . 


Jon Soohoo, Bernstein Assoc. 


"Jeff Bagwell 
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Focus On Sports 


The Hall of Fame admitted two new 

members in 1992 in a memorable elec- 
tion: Tom Seaver, one of the classiest starters 
in baseball history, and Rollie Fingers, the 
game's premier finisher. They will be inducted 
on August 2. 

A total of 323 votes, or 75 percent of the 430 
cast, was needed for acceptance. Seaver, in 
his first year of eligibility, appeared on 425 of 
the ballots for a 98.8 percentage, the highest 
ever recorded (Ty Cobb received 98.2 per- 
cent in 1936). Fingers collected 349 votes 
(81.1) in his second year of eligibility. And 
Pete Rose, on baseball's ineligible list and 
thus excluded from consideration by the Hall 
of Fame's board of directors, nevertheless re- 
ceived 41 write-in votes five years after retir- 
ing as the all-time hit leader. 

Seaver was named the National League 
Rookie of the Year in 1967 after compiling a 
16-13 mark and 2.76 earned run average with 
the New York Mets, a team that lost over 100 
games for the fifth time in six years. In 1969, 
he went 25-7 with a 2.21 ERA, winning the first 
of his three Cy Young Awards and leading the 
Amazin’ Mets to an unforgettable World Series 
championship. Seaver won 59 games and two 
league ERA titles over the next three seasons, 
then his second Cy Young Award in '73 as the 
Mets captured another pennant. He won 22 
and his third Cy Young in '75, and was traded 
to Cincinnati in '77. Seaver returned to the 
Mets in 1983 and later pitched for the White 
Sox and the Red Sox before retiring in 1986. In 
all, he won over 300 games (311) and struck 
out more than 3,000 batters (3,640), one of 
only seven pitchers ever to accomplish that. 

Fingers appeared in 60 games for the Oak- 
land A’s in his first full season in 1969, starting 
eight and saving 12. He alternated between 
the bullpen and the rotation again the follow- 
ing year. But in 1971, when Oakland won the 
first of its five consecutive Western Division 
titles, he saved 17 games. During the A’s 
championship run (1972-74), Fingers had a 
hand in 88 of the club's victories, saving 61 
and winning 27. He appeared in 16 of the 19 
World Series games during that period, with a 
pair of saves in each of the three years. Fin- 
gers also pitched for San Diego and Milwau- 
kee and won the MVP and Cy Young Awards 
in '81 when he went 6-3 with 28 saves and a 
1,04 ERA for the Brewers. He finished his ca- 
reer with a record 341 saves. 


1992 HALL OF FAME VOTING 


(323 votes necessary for election) 
Tom Seaver.,.425 Curt Flood...42 
Rollie Fingers. ..349 Bobby Bonds...40 


Orlando Cepeda...246 
Tony Perez...215 

Bill Mazeroski.,.182 
Tony Oliva...175 

Ron Santo...136 

Jim Kaat...114 


Maury Wills,..110 
Ken Boyer...71 
Dick Allen...69 
Minnie Minoso...69 
Joe Torre...62 

Luis Tiant...50 
Mickey Lolich...45 


Vada Pinson...36 
Thurman Munson, ..32 
Rusty Staub, ,,26 
George Foster...24 
Vida Blue...23 
Bobby Grich...11 
Dusty Baker...4 
Dave Kingman...3 
Bill Russell,..3 
Cesar Cedeno...2 
Steve Yeager...2 
Dennis Leonard...1 
Toby Harrah...1 


Players who did not receive a vote: John Denny, 
Ken Forsch, Garry Maddox, Ben Oglivie, 
Gorman Thomas, Pete Vuckovich, 


STREET AND SMITH’S BASEBALL 


YEAR TEAM Ww tL SV PCT G GS Ip H SO 688 
1968.......Oakland 0 oOo 0 — a be a | 4 Oo 
1969.......0akland.. +3: 6 7 12 462 60 8 1190 116 Gf 41 
1970.......Oakland.. wid 7 9 2 438 45 19 1480 137 79 48 
W971... DAKIANG...csersssevssssssnnee 300 4 6 17 400 48 8 1290 94 98 30 
1972.......Oakland.. 251 WW 9 21 550 65 O07 8 113 32 
1973.......0akland.. 192 7 8 2 467 62 21262 107 110 39 
1974.......0akland.. 265 9 5 18 64 76 01190 104 9% 29 
1975.......Oakland.. 298 10 6 24 62 75 O 1262 9 115 3 
1976.......Qakland.. 247 13 11 20 542 70 O 1350 118 113 40 
1977........5an Diego. 300 8 9 35 471 78 O 1320 123 113 36 
1978.......San Diego .. 252 6 13 37 #316 67 0 1070 8 72 2 
1979..;..,..5an Diego. .450 9 9 13 500 54 0 840 9 65 3 
1980.......San Diego. 280 11 9 23 550 66 0 1030 101 69 982 
1981.......Milwaukee.. 10446 #3 2 667 47 0 780 5S 6 13 
1982.......Milwaukee.. 260 5 6 2 455 50 0 792 63 71 20 
1984.......Milwaukee.. 196 1 2 2 333 33 0 460 3 4 13 
1985... 1 6 47 143. 47 0 551 59 24 19 
Totals 290 114 118 341 491 944 37 1701 1474 1299 492 


CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 

1971.......0akland 24 2 AER 

1972.......0akland. 5.1 4 See! 

PEN Oakland. 4 4 2 

3 oe 
§ 3-2) 

Tolals 6 

WORLD SERIES 

1972 1 fF 2 Rb0Ot sbi 30 10 | | 

1973 Cf 2 OT Ge Disses 7S 8 4 

1974 o: ee das 4 0 2 

Totals ae 2 2 ay E500 6. 0) 39" 2G 25" FD 

TOM SEAVER’S MAJOR LEAGUE RECORD 

YEAR TEAM FA w Lt PCT G GS CG \P H SO BB 


1967 ....NeW York (NL).....276 16 13 552 35 34 18 2510 224 170 78 


19EB ae NEW YOtKivcnnin220 16 12 $71 36 35 14 2780 224 205 48 
1969.......NEW YOFK.......0000 2 7 .781 36 35 18 2731 202 208 82 
1970.......New York... 18 12 600 37 36 19 2910 230 263 8 
1971 ..sesNOW YOIK....scrsseeees 20 10 667 36 35 21 2660 210 289 

1972......N@W YOFK.....c0cssese02 21 12 «#636 35 35 #13 2620 215 249 7 
1973..,....N@W YORK. .....0..s00002 19 10 .655 36 36 18 2000 219 251 64 
1974.......New York., 11 11 500 32 32 12 2360 199 201 75 
1975....,...New York.. 2 9 710 36 36 15 2800 217 243 


1976.......New York. tes : 
couN.Y.-Cincinnati.....2.58 21 6 778 33 33 #19 2611 199 196 


1977. 

1978.......Cincinnali...... 16 14 «4.533 «36 «3608S 260.0 218 «= 22689 
1979.......Cincinnali. 16 6 727 32 322 215.0 187 131 61 
1980.......Cincinnati. 10 8 556 26 26 168.0 140 101 59 
1981.......Cincinnati. 144 #2 875 23 23 166.0 120 87 66 


1982.......Cincinnati uh : 
1983.......New York (NL)......355 9 14 391 34 34 
1984.......Chicago (AL)......395 15 11 577 34 3 1 


2.86311 4782.2 3971 3640 1390 
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SPORTS 


EL OG, ENTERPRISES, inc. R l 99? 


No Longer the Best Kept Secret in Sports! 


OWN A PIECE OF WORLD ay od rept a a ~ 
SERIES HISTORY LAMP A real conversation piece pet the 
i diehard fan. An authenticABC helmet 
loons Oe teot feecoen Geamin on eae \ , fitted with an ITT telephone, that fits a 
Back: World Series scores, winning pitcher and roster. Batting helmet standard modular jack. Mounted on a 
The 1969 thru 1991 Tankards feature a complete list of fashioned into a \ pred bev giclee 
all games played in playatts and World Series, stylish lamp that will ' teams aval $900" 
including winning pitcher, instead of player roster, be welcomed . an waite; a 
f 88: fs Addition to any den. 
sae $0000 G48 beara MLBB WALL PLAQUE —¥F1 4 Cottege Teams 2s0es. 
, »€a. M22y. ‘s - Tankard: .00 Comes with lamp A replica batting hetmet cut in half 
shade and is pd mounted Ona sob ca a 
1909 Boston Pigs (A) 1928 St Lave (m) 1908 Coovetars) (A) 1972 Oakdard A) Mounted on a 9 x 12° ; itn Wo poden b sand hall 
1904 No Series Has 1927 Nw Yor (A) 1950 Now Yor (A) 1973 Osha (A) oak base. All MLBB wi pss wech baal ie 
1905 HY Gare) 1828 New Yok (A) 1051 Nw Yor) 1874 Our) lenens avelable Meith a Ball for tha finkshing tou 
1906 Cheago A} 1RoP rade (A 1852 New Yo (A) 1975 Crermaa x) : by Nardi 
1907 Chicago (M) 1500 Prados (A) 1959 New Vos (A) 1975 Crarras (x) $1 T5ea WL & Cotege All MLBB teans 
1908 Chega N) 1901 St Lava 99 S964 New Yor) 1977 New York (A) 379% 549%, 
1000 Pau) 1522 Now York (A) 1965 Brack (N) 1978 New Yor (A) = Ls 
1990 Prada (A) 195) Naw Ys) 968 New York (A) 1973 Presa 04) 
1991 Praag (A) 1954 St Lous py) 1957 Mina 1) 1980 Phaadegha 9) 
1912 Boston ind SoxtA) 1835 Dewot (A) 1958 Mew Yosh (A) 1981 Loe Angeles 1) CARICATURE 
1913 Prtadephaa (A) 188 Daw Yor (A) 1956 Los Aegeles #4) 1982 St Lone 
1914 Boston Braves (A) 107 New York (A) 1960 Parsturyh (N) 1963 Batimene (A) T-SHIRTS 
{91S Boston Red Sox(A) 1908 New York (A) 1061 New York (A) 1984 Dewot (A) $s 00 Thase rugged chairs and tables are 
teal) povtechet. pee aati inven 1 4 e the same type Clarin has been 
17 Chicago Cncenat | Los Angetes 18N 
{ol boas es So pep borer $987 Twine (A) ? Adult Sizes: barecrahled gla pect 
1919 Cros (M) 192 St Lous 1965 Los Argaies (N) 1988 Dodgers (4) ae Call for 34x34x27'/s", Made with tough 
po eed brirtenhraal enue 1989 Onktand A's (A) Salem Sportwear viny! clad table top. Locking legs 
set ert pee) mec ba pce peck. ml. designed for slunline storage. 
1923 New Yor IN) 1946 St Lose ) 1962 Now Yo) 1982 7)2 wks ater gama . Clemens, K Puckett. N.Ryan, 6. Bred. hr dis Reni aa 
bamlewaen 0 : rer dincaen rs ” peach t A o, eases . and formed steel. Chair seats and 


backs are upholstered in heavy 
duty viny! aver high density 
polyurethane foam. All NFL, NBA & 
MLBB teams available. 


Table Only: 


Table & 4 Chairs ....... re 
(Save $24,75 when purchased as 2 xet!) 


Locker Room Pro-Seat Stool 
(not shown) 

12° diameter viny! covered padded 
Seat, sturdy painted finish base and 
foot support. Height 18° All 
NFL,NBA & MLBB teams available 


AUTHENTIC PRO GAME JERSEYS 
Precio Lone Avail, aeams Ful col tn sanded in 22 gold The same Rawlings game jerseys your favorite players wear. S$ 
if . or ul in . 
Set of all 26 teams $310 $12ea Set of all 28 Teams $400 $1608 Stems i — va eee Pro eee $40.00 (ok a SRENEST MOMENTS HAT 
2) MLBB 1'/roz. Black Shot Glass” 5) MLBB 12oz. Coffee Cup Sarseye shoe Geucad tants ae following: a) 1973 World Series: Carton Fisk b) 
Sat of all 28 Teams $120 $Sea Full color Logo banded in 22kt gold Siren. Med (38-40), o) 1932 World Series: Babe Ruth ¢) 1970 World 


3) Colored Ceramic Baseball Cups* ‘Set of all 28 Teams $300 $12ea 
Full color Logo banded in 22kt gold 6) MLBB 1'/oz. Shot Glass 
Sal of all 28 Teams $310 $i2zea Sel of all 28 Teams $120 $5ea 


Large(42-44), XL(46-48) *9Q™ya xxi(50-52) *109%e 
Cards/BlueJays/Braves/Mariners: $119.95 XXL $129.95 


Series: Brooks Robinson d) 1960 World Series: 
Bill Mazoroski e) Hank Aaron: 715, 


$24. 950a One size tits ai! 


THE GAMEWARMER aeaTt ta BATTING JERSEYS AND TURTLENECKS WORLD CHAMPION 
autem Damond Coecion produ . PHOTOGRAPH PLAQU 


are ripe) ee by aad BATTING JERSEYS $54". 
players and other on etd personnal. for batting practice 
Braves $64.95 


Features:» Elastic bottom 


ES 


‘ — 


Same as the pros wear XXL $89.95 


* set-in pockets with g A ded i XXL $74.95 
polyester mesh. Satin 4 
welted openings 49° 6a twill lettering or embroidered logo. 


*halt-zip front with 
aca tam tim at nak XXL $59.95 
and sleeves. 

Braves 59” 
teams avail. by Majestic 
Adult sizes: Suk XXL "69" 


All teams avail. SM,UXLXXL 
TURTLENECKS 
jogo *34™ ea 


Embroidered team 
On neck. 50% poly 50% XXL $49.95 
Cotton ribknit, deep cut 

armholes for comfort. All teams avail 


Walnut finish plaque is a great addition for any 
Sports fan's office or den. Full color team photo, 
Jogo, Scores, and complete roster. 

Available for: 1990 Cincinnati Reds, 1989 
Oaktand A's, 1988 LA Dodgers, 1987 Minnesota 
Twins, 1986 New York Mets, 1984 Detroit 
Tigers, 1977 New York 

‘Yankees, 1976 Cincinnati s4 g% 

Reds, 1975 Cincinnati ea. 
Reds, 1969 New York 

Mets, 1968 Detroit Tigers, 1955 Brooklyn 
Dodgers, 1990 Oakland A's Amer. League 
Champs., 1988 Oakland As Amer. League 
Champs., 1989 San Fran. Glants N.L. Champs. 
1989 Chicago Cubs Eastern Div. Champs., 1984 
Chicago Cubs Eastern Div, Champs. 


MLBB TEAM PHONES PLUS! Super Bowls | thru XXVI 


REPLICA JERSEYS — GREY STRIPE T-SHIRT 


Poly/Mylon shirt with full 100% Cotton Adult sizes:,L.XL 
Color logo. An authentic Avail. for: Red Sox, Yankees, 
Teplica of what the pros White Sox, A’s, Reds, Mets, 

wear. Ail home jerseys in Pirates, Dodgers, Cubs, Cards, 


The PRO CAP is 100% 
wool double stitched with 


stock. Adult sizes: S.M.UXL Braves pkg arc team The pertect way for the true 
‘24% ea 16%a zealabl lis MLB lop. factions pine fentins wen TEAM 
BASEBALL ITEMS | *17%eq 79° _ Logos 
rence Ry engocdl aaa alas si tere 


Features Include:* Tone/Pulse Presented on uniform 


Combo-Sweatshirt & 


2 Switch © Redial material, behind glass 
: Sweat Pants ...$50.00 * Wall or Desk Mount * Mute ma Ged baordinsied 
H rame. ese logos are 
, 0 Pepin Sasa Ph be ri os ae Keypad accurate down to the finest detail...exact 
‘ irt .......$29.95¢a American and National League Jogos as they 
Baseball items are available forthe * O5ea YEAR RANTY appear on the front of the players uniforms. The 
following teams: Boxer Shorts $14: R THREE j nee ! : perfect item to complete a den or office, A real 
eterna Mit ti SL Ret coatnntes, | SoerSecintitttitin, | ‘Smmioaeet 
Zins. Gants Yarkess,Red Sox Boxer Shorts -M.LXL only Cubs, Dodgers. Braves, Cardinals, Plus selected NFL, NBA and College teams Cardinals $99.95 $74 Ga. 


White Sox Marlins. Rockies, Twins Orioles, Marlins, Rockies, Twins. Cail for list and additions. New Phitlles $99.95 


OFFICIAL 
LICENSED 
PRODUCT 


MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL 


Woo! flannel jerseys trom Mitchell & 
Ness styled like the ones of 
yesteryear. Logos, numbers, letters, 


an itches: i dup 
1d sleeve pal are all duplicated pon nd A's. $170 


$225 
°55 Br. Dogders (Home-No.42) $185 
43 Br Dodgers (Road-No, 4) $185 
'S! Yankoes (Home-No. 7) $190 


Call for additions to fist at right.-Aliow 6 wks. Delivery 


Supplex® Jackets are made 
of 100% nylon Supplex® 
with a laundered matte fin- 
ish. Matching set-in 
sleeves. Hooded with a 
drawstring and toggle tas- 
teners, Side slash pockels, 
5'/:' inside inside chest 
pocket. Strech nylon knit 
waist and cuffs in team col- 
ors. Team logo on front and 
name on back direct 
embroidered. 8oz. quilt lin- 
ing with full athletic cut, 
Adult sizes S.M,L.XL 


*140"ea. 


Available for all 28 MLBB teams. Also available for over 40 colleges. 


Youth Sizes ‘110"ea 


XXL add 20%, XXXL add 30% Also available in plain colors 
without team names: $110.00ea from DeLong 


ee ‘57 Braves (Rosd-No, 21) $225 
‘42 Cardinals "60 Pirates (Home Vesi-No 21) $180 


°69 Cubs (Home-No, 14) $190 
54 Giants (Home-No, 24) $190 
‘50 Phillies (Home-No. 1) $220 


Available for: NY Yankees, Brooklyn Dodgers, Washington Senators, 
Milwaukee Braves, Boston Braves, St. Louis Browns, and NY Giants 


Avail. for Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Ty Cobb, Hank Aaron, 
Mickey Mantle, Willie Mays, Stan Musial, Jackie Robinson, 
Ted Williams, John Bench, Jim Palmer, Joe Morgan, Carl 

Yastrzemski, Rod Carew, Roberto Clemente 


A. Bumper Sticker 


FT HEADQUARTERS 


AUTHENTIC FLANNEL JERSEYS 


‘69 Mets (Home-No. 41) $195 
‘89 Mets (Road-No. 41) $200 
“19 White Sox (Home) $180 

°69 Red Sox (Home-No, 8) $185 


DISTRESSED WOOL/LEATHER JACKETS 


240z. Melton Wool body with genuine dis- 
tressed jeather sleeves. Retlects baseballs 
rich history with teams from yesteryear, 
Official Cooperstown. Team chenille on left 
chest and back. Stand-up collar, knit cutfs 
and waist. Quilt lining. Sizes: - 
M(38-40) L(42-44) XL(46-48) 
XXL(50-52) add 20%, XXXL(54-56) add fi 
30%, XXXXL(58-60) add 40% 


518™ea 


by Salem Sportswear 


OLD-TIME JACKETS 


Starter Satin Jackets. Same as the Pros wear! 


Available for Wash. Senators, NY Giants, St. 
Louis Browns, Brooklyn Dodgers, 


Adu sin, SQQ% cn, sma 


‘91 WORLD CHAMPS 


$3.00 
B. World Champ Pennant $5.00 


\MINO 


OLD-TIMERS OLOTIMERS 
FSHIRTS \fsuiea’ge om 
Eee | vsti 81 3 en, 


Adult Sizes:S-M-L-XL 
XXL-$15.00ea. 


120z. Ceramic Coffee 
Cup $42%,,, 
Banded in 22kt gold 


Wahoo Indians(H) Milwaukee Braves(H- 
§-C) Red Sox (H) Callf,Angels(H) NY 
Giants (H-S-C) Phila, Phillies (H-S) 
Wash. Senators (Red)-(H-S) Pitt. 
Pirates(H-C) St, Louis Browns(H-S-C) 
Boston Braves(H-S-C) KC A’s(H) Seattle 
Pilots(H-S) LA Angles(H) Brooklyn 
Dodgers(H-S-C) Orioles(Body Bird)-(H) 
Phila, Athletics(H-S-C) St.Louis Cards. 
{H-C) Cin. Reds(H-C) Tigers(C) 
(HsHal/S=Shirl/C=Cup) 

Many more hats avail. Call for details! 


R LEAUGES 


LEATHER-SLEEVED 
$2 40a her teams- 

fombelora ees. | MLBB JACKETS 
Sportswear college teams 


2402. wool meiton Leather sleeves. Large 
Chenille shoulder patch on front & 

back Lett shoulder has commemorative 
patch: No returns or refunds, all jackets are 
custom made All NFL team savail, Sizes; 
§(34-36), M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46-48) 
XXL(50-52) add 20% XXXL (54-56) 

add 30%, XXXXL(58-60) add 40% 


WOOL WR ReNTnAs TING 


$190%ea 


95 49ers $109.95 
S89 ea Atothernr. 
AIMLBB teams teams $04.96 


BAHL Coltege 
a 
sizes: $(36-38) M(40-42) 
(44-46) XL(48) 


PAST WORLD 
SERIES T-SHIRTS 


All 28 MLBB 
teams-Also all 


NHL, NBA, and 95 tee parca 
from DeLong NFL teams. $4 3 ©@ 1983 Orioles 
Sportswear 988 Tigers 

2402. wool melton body with contrasting Wear a piece if Royals 
wool sleeves, Official custom embroidered of World 
team logo on lett chest and back. Stand-up Series 1987 Twins 
nyton collat, knit cutts and waist in sold History 1988 Dodgers 
color with quilt lining, Siting is the same as f 1989 A's 
Leather Sleaved Jacket out sizes: 1990 Reds 
LXL 1991 Twins 
ALL LEATHER XKU-845.00 1992 20k after 
Au} 28 MLBB ALL-STAR PROGRAMS 


$ 00 
350 a teams-Aiso all 
NHL, NBA, 
from DeLong NFL and 
Sportswear college teams. 
100% Heather, Team logo embroidered 
directly on left chest and back Nylon collar, 
knit cutts, and waist in amtching colors. 


Use sizing for Leather Sleeved Jacket 
Z Addt'l charge for large sizes 


1992-At San Diego 
1991-At Toronto 
1990-At Chicago. 
1989-At Anaheil 
1988-At Cincinnati. 
1987-At Oakland 
1986-At Housto’ 


Name “NOTE 
Add’ Shipping & 
ress Sales Tax 
City Must Be 

Phone Added 
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the 
Red Sox in1967,and . 
later, the flame still burns. 


by DAN SHAUGHNESSY 
BOSTON GLOBE 


CARL 
YASTRZEMSKI 


The Boston Red Sox today represent one 

of professional sport's showcase fran- 
chises, The Sox fill their friendly old ballpark 
almost 81 days each season. They've won the 
American League East three times in the last 
six years and they've been below .500 only 
twice in the past 25 seasons. Roger Clemens 
is the game's best pitcher, Wade Boggs is a 
Hall of Fame hitter, and there's another strong 
cast of young bashers on the horizon. The 
team is always entertaining and Red Sox fans 
are probably more devout and passionate 
than any in baseball. 

It was not always like this. Fans on the shy 
side of thirtysomething can't appreciate what 
it was like to follow the Red Sox in the early 
1960s. Those were the days when 1,247 fans 
turned out to see Red Sox youngster Dave 
Morehead pitch a no-hitter in 1965. The ’65 
Boston team drew 8,000 fans per game, lost 
100, and finished a whopping 40 games be- 
hind the Minnesota Twins. In 1966, the Red 
Sox finished ninth, one half game out of the 
basement. It was their eighth consecutive 
sub-.500 season and a lot of Bostonians 
wished the Red Sox, and not the Braves, had 
left town in 1953. 

A single season forever changed the for- 
tunes of the Boston franchise. New England in 
1967 fell in love againwith the Boston Red Sox, 
and 25 years later, the flame still burns. The '67 
Red Sox were the Cardiac Kids, a ragtag 
bunch of no-names who vaulted from ninth to 
first, winning the most exciting pennant race 
in American League history on the final day of 
the season. They inspired books, poems, re- 
cord albums, and loaves of Big Yaz Bread. To 
this day, there are thousands of New England 
natives who can recite single plays from that 
162-game summer joy ride. There are grown 
men who do not know the color of their wives 
eyes, but they knew that Jose Tartabull threw 
out Ken Berry from right field to win a game in 
Chicago in late August of '67. 

The 1967 Red Sox did not win the World 
Series; they lost a seven-game squeaker to 
the St. Louis Cardinals. Other Red Sox teams 
are strapped with the curse of the near miss. 
Boston has been in four World Series since 
1946 and lost each in the seventh game. The 
86 Red Sox came closer to winning (within 
one strike) without actually winning than any 
team in World Series history. Boston also lost 
the only two one-game playoffs in American 
League history. But unlike those teams, the 
‘67 team is remembered only in the best pos- 
sible light. This was the team that brought ma- 
jor league baseball back to New England. 

Sixty-seven is a magic number in house- 
holds from East Port to Block Island. Sixty- 
seven means Carl Yastrzemski carrying a 
team on his back. It’s Billy Rohr coming within 
one out of a no-hitter in his major league de- 
but. It's Tony Conigliaro becoming the youn- 
gest player in history to crash 100 homers, 
then being felled by a fastball to the temple. 
It's Jim Lonborg pitching inside and winning 
the Cy Young Award. It's George Scott hitting 
.303 and fielding like Vic Power. It's retread 
pitchers Jose Santiago, Lee Stange, and Gary 


\. Bell. Sixty-seven is when Boston baseball fans 


learned to dream the impossible dream. 
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A BASEBALL FAN’S DREAM COME TRUE... 
SIX MONTHS OF PURE BASEBALL FUN... 


AND A CHANCE TO WIN $100,000! 


1992 $100,000 NATIONAL 


BASEBAL 


Playing fantasy baseball is fun. And 
now, because of Home Run Doggie's 
1992 $100,000 National Baseball 
Challenge, it can be profitable beyond 
your wildest dreams. Home Run Doggie 
wants to give you an opportunity to win 
$100,000! For the 1992 baseball season, 
Home Run Doggie is sponsoring a 
nationwide baseball challenge. 


EVEN IF YOU’VE NEVER 
PLAYED FANTASY BASEBALL 
BEFORE, YOU CAN TEST 
YOUR SKILL AND ENTER 
THE 1992 $100,000 NATIONAL 
BASEBALL CHALLENGE 


Home Run Doggie thinks most of the 
owners of baseball teams are crazy. 
Home Run Doggie would absolutely pay 
Cal Ripkin $5,000,000 a year, but he 
absolutely would not pay utility infielders or 
sore-armed pitchers $2,000,000 a year. 

You might agree with Home Run 
Doggie. You might feel you could do a 
better job at picking players and figuring 
out what to pay them than the guys that 
run your favorite team. In the 1992 
$100,000 National Baseball Challenge, 
you get an opportunity to prove it. The 
person who puts together the winning team 
will receive first prize money of $100,000". 
In addition, nine other prizes ranging 
from $1,000 to $10,000 will be awarded 
to the 2nd through 10th place teams. 


Stolen base 
Base on Balls 


Strike out 


First Place 

Second Place . 

Third Place .... 

Fourth Place 

5th Through 10th Place 


HRD 1992 


TOLL-FREE Hi a | 
y) 


© 


MAIL COUPON TO: HOME RUN DOGGIE, INC. 
3941-E S. Bristol St.,Suite 345, Santa Ana, CA 92704 


Complete inning pitched .... 


Earned run allowed 


$123,500 
IN CASH PRIZES!!! 


The following cash prizes” will be awarded to the 
ten teams with the highest point total at the end 
of the 1992 baseball season: 


THIS IS NOT A 
SWEEPSTAKES OR A 
DRAWING, BUT A 
GAME OF SKILL BASED ON 
YOUR ABILITY TO PICK THE 
BEST BASEBALL PLAYERS 


HALL 


When you enter the challenge, all you 
have to do is pick your team from the 
725 players listed in the 1992 HRD 
Official Player List. 

One of the most interesting parts of 
the list is the Home Run Doggie salary. 
The HRD salary does not necessarily 
correspond to a player's actual salary 
because it's based on performance! So, 
Cal Ripken's HRD salary is $5,000,000 
but other players who draw big bucks 
from their major league teams may have 
HRD salaries of only a few hundred 
thousand dollars. 

Picking your team is fun and chal- 
lenging. Everyone who enters gets 
$30,000,000 Home Run Doggie dollars 
with which to build their challenge team. 
This tests your baseball knowledge. 
Everyone will have different opinions as 
to who's worth what. Maybe you'll spot 
the players with the bargain HRD 
salaries. Maybe you'll build the best 
team. Maybe you'll win $100,000! 


FREE 
INFORMATION PACKET 


$100,000 
$10,000 
$5,000 

$ 2,500 

$ 1,000 Each 


All you have to do to find out more about 
the 1992 $100,000 National Baseball 
Challenge is call toll-free (800) 544-7776 or 
send in the coupon below. 


hallen 


Name: 
Address: 
City, State, Zip Code: 
Phone #: 
Sas 


Must be 18 or older to enter. Offer void where prohibited by law. Offer not valid 
in New York, Florida, Wisconsin, Nevada and Hawaii. Winners will be notified 20 
days after close of baseball season. List of winners will be available upon 
request. * Cash prizes based on 2,000 entries. 


THE IMPOSSIBLE DREAM TEAM 


\t was the first time Boston fans were forced 
to stay up late to hear West Coast scores that 
would have an impact on the pennant race. It 
was the first time anybody could remember 
cars refusing to enter Boston's Callahan Tun- 
nel because the Red Sox were rallying and 
car radios couldn't be heard in the tunnel. It 
was the first time the country club Sox hired a 
tough-guy manager—Dick Williams—who 
could demand and command respect. 

Williams was hired on September 28, 1966. 
He was a career utility player in the majors 
and he'd had a nice run at Boston's Triple-A 
affiliate in Toronto. He landed in Winter Haven, 
FL, in February and made one promise—a 
pledge that sounded ridiculous to Sox fans 
who'd been watching teams managed by 
Pinky Higgins and Billy Herman. Williams 
said, “We'll win more than we'll lose.” 

He was an odd choice for those times. 
America was going through changes. Walls 
were tumbling as young people protested the 
war in Vietnam, and everything else their par- 
ents stood for. There was anger in the streets 
of many American cities as young people and 
minorities bucked the establishment. Mean- 
while, the Boston baseball club hired a mili- 
tary-type taskmaster to put the young ball 
players back in step. Williams was nothing 
less than a hardball dictator. 

The Red Sox in the spring of 1967 were 
expected to be another overpaid, under- 
achieving team. Owner Thomas A. Yawkey 
had been pouring millions into his ball club 
since the early 1930s, but the Red Sox won 
only one pennant in the 48 seasons from 
1919-1966. The Sox were competitive for 
most of the Ted Williams years of the '40s and 
‘50s, but slipped badly after Williams retired in 
1960. By the spring of '67, no one in Boston 
thought about finishing first. A pennant race 


RICO PETROCELLI 
was something that happened only in other 
towns. Dick Williams's goal of .500 ball 
seemed lofty, almost beyond reach. 

There was a new tone when the Red Sox 
landed at Winter Haven for spring training. 
Williams wouldn't tolerate crybabies or tardi- 
ness. He didn’t want sore-armed pitchers 
around and he stressed that there would be 
competition for every job. He made first base- 
man George Scott play the outfield in spring 
training. He ordered Scott and third baseman 
Joe Foy to lose weight. He said he'd check the 
waiver wire every day for new players. “If | 
was going to go down, | was going to go down 
my way,” said Williams, looking back. “| made 
up my mind to run that club the way | wanted 
and the way it should have been run." 


70 


Yastrzemski showed up in the best shape of 
his life. Yaz had worked out during the offsea- 
son, a rare display of dedication for a baseball 
player in the 1960s, particularly a Red Sox 
player. (Yaz, in fact, had spent his previous 
winters working toward his degree from Merri- 
mack College.) Rookie Reggie Smith was the 
opening-day second baseman. The team 
payroll was $825,000, about one sixth of what 
Roger Clemens will be paid this summer. 

The Sox won their opening game, a Fenway 
frostbite affair, beating Chicago, 54. Game 3 
was in New York, and that was the day that 
Rohr, a 21-year-old lefty, flirted with immortal- 
ity. Yastrzemski's catch of Tom Tresh's leadoff 
liner in the bottom of the ninth is part of Bos- 
ton's sports lore. Elston Howard broke up the 
no-hitter with a two-out single. Howard wound 
up being a big part of the story. He was the 
Red Sox catcher in the 1967 World Series. 

They were looking like the same old Red 
Sox on May 12 when catcher Bob Tillman 
conked pitcher John Wyatt on the skull with a 
throw that was intended to go to second base. 
The ball caromed into foul territory, the Sox 
lost by one run, and everybody had a nice 
laugh at the Sox' expense, 

But the American League pennant was up 
for grabs because the Yankee dynasty was 
over and the reigning champion Baltimore 
Orioles were struggling. The Red Sox were 
22-20, 4% games out at the end of May, but it 
was folly to think that the upstart Sox could 
keep pace into the summer. It was clear that 


JOSE SANTIAGO 

Yastrzemski and Lonborg were having career 
years, but prevailing wisdom held that Boston 
had too many rookies and too little pitching. In 
mid-June, the Red Sox and White Sox battled 
10 scoreless innings at Fenway. Chicago 
scored a run in the top of the 11th, but in the 
bottom of the inning, Conigliaro won the game 
with a two-run homer. It would be the first of 
many days and nights like that and Sox fans 
started to think about the unthinkable. 

They were six games out at the midsummer 
break and sent four players (Yastrzemski, 
Lonborg, Conigliaro, Rico Petrocelli) to the All- 
Star game in Anaheim. In late July, the Red 
Sox ripped off 10 straight victories, capped by 
a Sunday afternoon double-header sweep in 
Cleveland. When the ball club returned to Lo- 
gan Airport, there were 15,000 fans waiting to 
greet the team. The Sunday night revelers 
caused one of the epic traffic jams in Boston 
history and delivered the Red Sox into a new 
era of appreciation. The team operated in a bit 
of a vacuum in the years before the summer of 
'67, but everything changed when the city 
was reintroduced to the joy of a pennant race. 


The Sox were two games out at the end of 
July and in August the field of contenders was 
reduced to four: Minnesota, Detroit, Chicago, 
and Boston. The Twins had Dean Chance and 
Harmon Killebrew and a pennant that was 
only two years old. The Tigers had Denny 
McLain and Al Kaline and were just a year 
away from winning a World Series champion- 
ship. The White Sox had a stable of crafty 
hurlers and feisty manager Eddie Stanky. The 
Red Sox had great karma and the Cardiac 
Kids. The Red Sox had a raft of players who 
didn't know they were supposed to lose. 

The only black mark on the season came on 
August 18, when Conigliaro was felled by a 
Jack Hamilton fastball. It was a Friday night 
game against California, a game the Red Sox 
won, 3-2. Conigliaro was done for the year 
and it was the beginning of the end of his 
brilliant career. 
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JIM LONBORG 


Two days after the beaning, the Red Sox 
beat the Angels, 9-8, after trailing 8-0. They 
were in first place on August 26—one day 
before Tartabull’s game-winning throw, The 
Twins, White Sox, and Tigers wére all within 
one game of Boston. 

September was storybook. The Sox fell in 
and out of first place almost every day. But 
they never trailed by more than a game. On 
September 7, the four contenders were tied 
fcr first, separated only by a single percent- 
age point. The September 7 cover of Life 
magazine featured Yastrzemski running out a 


GEORGE SCOTT 


STREET AND SMITH’S BASEBALL 


hit next to a headline which read, “The Fren- 
zied Pennant Race." In the middle of the 
month in Detroit, Yaz hit a ninth-inning homer 
to prevent certain defeat and Dalton Jones 
cracked a second upper-deck job in the 10th 
to win it. The next night, the Sox trailed in the 
ninth and again pulled it out. In New England, 
everyone was watching or listening. 

In the middle of the last week of September, 
the Red Sox dropped back-to-back games to 
the lowly (then, as now) Cleveland Indians. It 
looked bleak. The Red Sox trailed the Twins 
by one game with two to play. Detroit was also 
one game back, while the White Sox were 1 
behind on the final Friday of the season. Chi- 
cago dropped out on Friday night and on Sat- 
urday the Twins came to Fenway for the first of 
the final two games. Minnesota had beaten 
Boston 11 times in 16 meetings. 

Boston fell behind, 1-0, and it looked like 
lefty Jim Kaat might stuff the Sox and put an 
end to the impossible dream. However, in the 
third inning, Kaat hurt his elbow and had to 
leave the game. The Red Sox jumped on the 
Twins’ bullpen and Yastrzemski's three-run 
homer in the seventh put the game away, 6-4, 
for Boston. Santiago got the victory. Going 
into the final day, the Red Sox and Twins were 
tied for first place with the Tigers one half 
game back and set to play two games against 
the Angels in Detroit. The Tigers needed a 
double-header sweep to tie the winner of the 
Boston-Minnesota game, Boston sent Lon- 
borg to the mound for the finale, but there was 
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TONY CONIGLIARO 


concern because he was 0-3 against the 
Twins in 1967, 0-6 lifetime. Meanwhile, Minne- 
sota had Dean Chance, who was 20-13 for the 
season, 4-0 against the Sox. 

The events of that final game are a part of 
Boston's history, no less than James Michael 
Curley, the Tea Party, and “One if by land, two 
if by sea." The Twins led, 2-0, in the sixth 
when Lonborg shed his warm-up jacket and 
walked to home plate to lead off the inning. He 
noted that Twins’ third baseman Cesar Tovar 
was playing back and dropped a perfect bunt 
toward third. Tovar had no play: base hit. Jerry 
Adair and Jones followed with clean singles. 
Yastrzemski, still playing the part of Joe Har- 
dy, cracked a first-pitch single up the middle 
and it was 2-2. The Twins unraveled and Bos- 
ton had a five-run inning. Lonborg went the 
route, retiring pinch hitter Rich Rollins on a 
harmless pop to Petrocelli for the final out of 
the 5-3 victory. It was 4:36 EST. 

There was bedlam at the ballpark, Fans 
vaulted over the railings, engulfed Lonborg 
and ripped the buttons from his jersey. Enthu- 
siasts grabbed handfuls of sod—a little some- 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


thing to store in the refrigerator for the winter. 
Young fans climbed up the screen and onto 
the net that was built to carry nothing heavier 
than foul balls. It would be no exaggeration to 
argue that New England hadn't felt that kind of 
joy since the end of World War Il. 

It wasn't over yet, though. The Red Sox had 
clinched at least a tie for first place, but they 
had to await the Game 2 score from Detroit, 
which had won the opener. This was before 
the cable-television era of instant gratification. 
The Sox sat in their clubhouse and listened to 
a crackling radio, a long-distance play-by- 
play from Ernie Harwell, the voice of the Ti- 
gers, The Angels went ahead, 8-5, and won it 
when Tiger Dick McAuliffe grounded into a 
game-ending double play. In Boston, cham- 
pagne flowed. Car horns honked. Church 
bells rang. The Red Sox, the 100-1 long shots, 
were American League champions. 

A glance at the October 2, 1967 Boston 
newspapers is interesting. If you look hard 
enough you'll learn that Robert F. Kennedy led 
Lyndon Johnson in a Gallup poll of Democrat 
voters. There's an item about 300 hippies pro- 
testing the Cambridge drug arrests of 21 flow- 
er children. Mia Farrow was rumored to be on 
her way to New Delhi with the Beatles. But all 
of this news is smothered by front-page cov- 
erage of the Red Sox. 

The World Series was almost a letdown. 
There was plenty of enthusiasm, and school- 
age children were allowed to listen to the 
games during afternoon study periods, but it 
was not as exciting as the pennant chase. St. 
Louis Cardinal right-hander Bob Gibson was 
at the top of his game and beat the Sox three 
times, including a 7-2 Game 7 blowout. The 
Boston Globe headlined its front-page story 
with “The Slipper Wouldn't Fit.” 

No World Series could match the excite- 
ment of the 1967 pennant race and Red Sox 
fans didn't seem to mind losing in seven. They 
still don’t mind. The thrill was in getting there. 
Gibson won the opener. Lonborg came back 
to pitch a one-hit shutout in Game 3, but the 
Sox lost Games 3 and 4 in St. Louis. Lonborg 
came within one out of a second straight shut- 
out in Game 5 and settled for a 3-1 victory. 
The Series returned to Boston and the Red 
Sox hit three homers in an inning and won the 
SS 
Lou Brock (right) eludes Boston catcher 
Elston Howard in Game 6 of the World Series. 
Mike Shannon, Bob Gibson, Tim McCarver, 
and Orlando Cepeda (I. to r.) of the 1967 
champion St. Louis Cardinals 


sixth game, 8—4. Williams had no choice but to 
pitch Lonborg on two days’ rest in Game 7, 
and the big righty had nothing left. He gave up 
all seven runs and 10 hits in six innings while 
Gibson went the route for the champions. 

Yastrzemski hit .400 with three homers in 
the World Series. But again, it was his perfor- 
mance in the pennant race that is remem- 
bered. The Hall of Fame outfielder won the 
Triple Crown, hitting .326 with 44 homers and 
121 runs batted in. In the final two weeks, he 
hit .523 (23-44) with five homers and 16 RBIs. 
In the final two games, he went 7-for-8. He 
also won the Gold Glove. Historians have 
searched for a player who did more to carry a 
team in a pennant race. Thus far, they have 
come up with no one who can compare with 
Yaz in 1967, 

“My concentration was just fantastic," ad- 
mitted Yastrzemski. "I'd probably have to attri- 
bute it to being in a pennant race. We finished 
last or next to last my first six years, and we 
used to joke about throwing raw meat into the 
stands—you wouldn't hit anybody. Going to 
the ballpark was drudgery. But then we went 
from losers to winners and changed the atti- 
tude of the whole Red Sox organization. Sud- 
denly it was a joy to go to the ballpark.” 

The 1967 Red Sox were no great ball club. 
Their winning percentage was a serviceable 
.568. The team ERA was 3.35, good for eighth 
in the league. Only one pitcher won more than 
13 games and no catcher hit higher than .203. 
Jose Tartabull, Jerry Adair, Dalton Jones, 
Gary Waslewski in World Series games! 

But in New England, there will be no more 
baseball summers like the summer of '67. The 
Impossible Dream team awoke the slumber- 
ing masses and recruited a new generation of 
Sox watchers. 
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the Blue Jays will have 
to overcome the White Sox. 
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CHICAGO SUN-TIMES 


The American League went batty over 
the winter. The divisions didn't make cos- 
metic changes for 1992. They raided them- 
selves and the National League for sluggers 
and sometimes high-average hitters while 
also going for a few N.L. starting pitchers. 
Take the Toronto Blue Jays, please! The 
defending Eastern Division champions 
signed World Series MVP pitcher Jack Morris 
away from the champion Minnesota Twins 
and designated hitter Dave Winfield from the 
California Angels. Look at the Boston Red 


JACK MORRIS 


Sox. They went for Frank Viola, who won 33 
games for the New York Mets the last two 
years and was the American League's 1988 
MVP for the Twins. The New York Yankees 
reopened their vault for outfielder Danny Tar- 
tabull and infielder Mike Gallego. Check out 
the Kansas City Royals. They transformed 
themselves into a different team at the winter 
meetings by exchanging pitching for hitting 
with Gregg Jefferies and Kevin McReynolds 
from the New York Mets and Wally Joyner 
from the California Angels. And, hey, look at 
the Seattle Mariners. They finally gained a 
‘ight-handed muscle man in Kevin Mitchell to 
give lineup support to young superstar Ken 
Griffey Jr. 

Other teams reached more enthusiastically 
into the National League for suspicious veter- 
ans. New general manager Whitey Herzog of 
the California Angels hopes to resurrect out- 
fielders Hubie Brooks and Von Hayes, who 
had poor 1991 seasons due to injuries. Texas 
reached for shortstop Dickie Thon. Baltimore 
thinks Rick Sutcliffe will steady its young rota- 
tion. Milwaukee likes Bruce Ruffin's left arm. 
Cleveland is going to try right-handers Jack 
Armstrong and Scott Scudder. 

Gone from the American League are pitch- 
ers Bret Saberhagen, Greg Swindell, and Tom 
Candiotti. Coming into prominence are young 
new pitchers. Denny Neagle and Willie Banks 
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DANNY 
TARTABULL 


(Twins), Mike Mussina and Arthur Rhodes 
(Orioles), Jeff Johnson, Wade Taylor, and 
Scott Kamieniecki (Yankees), Todd Van Pop- 
pel, Steve Chitren, and Kirk Dressendorfer 
(A's), Wilson “No Hit" Alvarez (White Sox), 
and Jeff Mutis (Indians). 

Until then, let the batting battles begin! 


EASTERN DIVISION 

Toronto GM Pat Gillick declined the presi- 
dency of the Chicago Cubs to complete some 
unfinished business. By obtaining Morris and 
Winfield, and having minor-league sensation 
Derek Bell ready for the outfield, Gillick feels 
the pieces are in place for a World Series 
championship after three division titles in the 
last seven years. The newcomers join veter- 


GREGG JEFFERIES 


ans Joe Carter, Devon White, Tom Henke, and 
Kelly Gruber, injury-rehabbed Dave Stieb, 
and exciting youngsters Roberto Alomar, 
Juan Guzman, and John Olerud. 

The Milwaukee Brewers, under first-year 
skipper Phil Garner, will try to ride last sea- 
son's 40-19 finish with few changes from their 
fourth-place team. Ruffin from the Philadephia 
Phillies brings a much-needed left-handed 
arm to support an underrated rotation of Chris 
Bosio, Bill Wegman, Jaime Navarro, convert- 
ed reliever Dan Plesac, and rookie Cal Eldred. 
With Robin Yount and Paul Molitor back for 
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their 18th and 15th seasons, respectively, the 
Brewers hope the fan who held up a “Thanks 
for a Halfway Decent Season” banner will pre- 
pare a new one this fall. 

The Boston Red Sox, who tied for second 
behind Toronto, moved quickly to sign Viola 
after being outbid for Morris and to re-sign 12- 
game winner Joe Hesketh. They did it without 
disturbing their hitting. Keys for new manager 
Butch Hobson are the injury recoveries of 
pitchers Danny Darwin and Matt Young and 
shortstop Tim Naehring. Youngsters, led by 
Phil Plantier, are finally getting a chance. 

The Detroit Tigers continue to defy the ad- 
age that pitching is 75 percent of the game. 
Their 4.51 ERA was 12th in the league last 
season and their hitting was even worse, a 
last-place .247, But thanks to Cecil Fielder 
and four others with 20 or more home runs, the 
Tigers contended to the end by scoring more 
runs than any team but Texas. “Nobody will 
out-thunder us,” said manager Sparky Ander- 
son, whose two-year contract extension 
should make him the third-winningest skipper 
in history after the 1994 season. 

The New York Yankees, under baseball's 
youngest manager, Buck Showalter, will have 
to crawl before they walk. Disarray at the top 
has slowed development at the bottom. Thus, 
the once proud franchise is forced to force- 
feed young pitchers to help Scott Sanderson. 
“We have some holes to fill," Showalter said in 
an understatement. Free agent Tartabull 
plugs a huge gap in the batting order, and 
there are enough good position players to fill 
some of the other holes. 

The Cleveland Indians are ready to move 
up as they count down to their new park in 
1994. With Sandy Alomar, Albert Belle, Carlos 
Baerga, Mark Whiten, Mark Lewis, Reggie 
Jefferson, Jim Thome, Kenny Lofton, and 
Charles Nagy, there isn't a graybeard in the 
bunch for young manager Mike Hargrove. File 
their names for future reference. 

The Baltimore Orioles have a plan for their 
new Camden Yards park. While everyone is 
tracking Cal Ripken's path to Lou Gehrig's 
consecutive-games record of 2,130 (target 
date is the 1995 All-Star break), they'll be 
sneaking up on the division with ex-Cub Sut- 
cliffe the only veteran in a very young rotation 
and slugger Glenn Davis back to full health 
from a neck problem. 
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WESTERN DIVISION 

New manager Gene Lamont is counting on 
the rapid maturity of Alex Fernandez and Al- 
varez to boost the Chicago White Sox over the 
top after consecutive second-place finishes. 
Jack McDowell, at 17-10, was the only starter 
with a winning record last season. The others 
were 37-47 with a 4.51 ERA. Bobby Thigpen 
has to do better than 30 saves and a3.49 ERA 
after a record 57 saves and 1.83 in 1990. 
Frank Thomas, only the 38th player in history 
to reach base 300 times (317), and Robin 
Ventura are a dynamic lineup duo. 

Fans who like offense will love the Texas 
Rangers. With Thon at shortstop, the Rangers 
could lead the major leagues in scoring again 
with batting champion Julio Franco, Ruben Si- 
erra, Rafael Palmeiro, Juan Gonzalez, Brian 
Downing, Kevin Reimer, and youngsters Dean 
Palmer and Ivan Rodriguez. But the Rangers 
haven't contended in 20 straight seasons be- 
cause of lack of pitching. Nolan Ryan can't do 
it all at age 45. 

Reviving Oakland is manager Tony LaRus- 
sa's biggest challenge. Age is wracking the 
pitching staff and the club's hot prospects 
aren't quite ready. But never rule out a team 
that has Jose Canseco, Rickey and Dave 
Henderson, Harold Baines, Carney Lansford, 
Walt Weiss, Mark McGwire, and a big three 
rotation of Dave Stewart, Bob Welch, and 
Mike Moore. 

The financially troubled Seattle Mariners 
had a jump in season-ticket sales when they 
traded for San Francisco's Mitchell, who aver- 
aged 36 home runs over the last three years. 
He joins Griffey and Jay Buhner to form one of 
baseball's most fearsome outfields. If pitchers 
Brian Holman, Erik Hanson, Mike Schooler, 
and Randy Johnson stay healthy for first-year 
manager Bill Plummer, the Mariners could win 
despite the relief losses of Billy Swift, Mike 
Jackson, and Dave Burba. 
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The California Angels hope to duplicate 
Minnesota's worst-to-first championship un- 
der Herzog and skipper Buck Rodgers, who 
pledged to bring National League-style base- 
ball to Anaheim. Their best winter move may 
have been re-signing lefty Chuck Finley. Her- 
zog is hoping N.L. retread outfielders Hayes 
and Brooks have enough life left in them to 
make up for the huge loss of Joyner, whose 
first-base job goes to Lee Stevens. Closer 
Bryan Harvey is an ace in the hole. 

The Minnesota Twins have to regroup from 
their stunning World Series championship, 
which could hold up to be the most inspira- 
tional sporting event of the 1990s. The loss of 
Morris could be devastating, especially to 
Scott Erickson. Neither he nor Kevin Tapani 
seems ready to assume Morris's leadership 
role. Thus, the Twins may force-feed Neagle 
and Banks. Never underestimate the worth of 
closer Rick Aguillera. 

Kansas City GM Herk Robinson, knowing 
he wouldn't be able to retain his only slugger, 
Tartabull, went out on a limb by trading Saber- 
hagen, who won two Cy Young Awards, to the 
New York Mets for McReynolds, Jefferies, and 
Keith Miller. He also signed Joyner for one 
year and gained catcher Bob Melvin from the 
Orioles and outfielder Chris Gwynn from the 
Dodgers. “We've finished in sixth place in 
each of the last two years," Robinson said. 
"Bret Saberhagen could win four more Cy 
Young Awards and we could still finish in 
sixth. We felt we had to have hitting. We were 
able to fill three holes with everyday players.” 
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TORONTO BLUE JAYS 

The Toronto Blue Jays will be back. That was 
their pledge when they lost the league play- 
offs to the eventual World Series champion 
Minnesota Twins. The pledge seems valid. No 
team has been as consistent over the last sev- 
en years as Toronto, which has won three 
Eastern Division titles. Its worst record in that 
stretch was 86-76 and it finished more than 
two games out only once. 

To make certain the pledge is carried out, 
GM Pat Gillick rejected a chance to be presi- 
dent of the Chicago Cubs. He had, he said, 
unfinished business. Pitcher Jimmy Key put it 
best when, noting Gillick had helped bring 
them the division title by gaining Joe Carter, 
Roberto Alomar, Devon White, Candy Mal- 
donado, and Tom Candiotti in trades, said, 
“Pat did his job; we didn’t do ours.” Gillick 
continued his work by signing free agents 
Jack Morris and Dave Winfield. 

Except for Candiotti, who left as a free 
agent, the Blue Jays remain basically intact 
for another try for their first pennant. Candiot- 
ti's loss may be made up by the acquisition of 
Morris (18-12, 3.43), who rejected the con- 
tract offered by the Minnesota Twins some 
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two months after he helped secure the World 
Series championship for them. The staff 
should also see the return of Dave Stieb, who 
didn't pitch after May 22 due to a herniated 
disc. Stieb was doing nicely with a 4-3 record 
and 3.17 ERA in a follow-up to his near-Cy 
Young Award 1990 season of 18-6, 2.93, The 
Blue Jays tried not to say “Whatif. . .2” during 
the playoffs when Candiotti was knocked 
around as Stieb’s replacement, Carter was 
slowed by a badly sprained ankle, and closer 
Tom Henke was limited by shoulder tendinitis. 

The Blue Jays are well-balanced on their 
1992 mound, especially with the rapid devel- 
opment of Juan Guzman. Recalled from 
Triple-A Syracuse, Guzman went 20 starts 
without a defeat after losing his first two as- 
signments. If the Jays had brought him north 
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from spring training, Guzman probably would 
have been Rookie of the Year, As it was, he 
went 10-3 with a 2.99 ERA. He fits right in with 
Morris, Key (16-12, 3.05), the first Jays' pitch- 
er to win 10 games by mid-June, David Wells 
(15-10, 3.72), Todd Stottlemyre (15-8, 3.78), 
and possibly Stieb to form one of baseball's 
best rotations for manager Cito Gaston. 

Relief effectiveness depends, in part, upon 
the strength in Henke’s shoulder and the inner 
ear of left-hander Ken Dayley. Henke has 
saved 20 or more games for six straight sea- 
sons. He appeared en route to 40 saves be- 
fore tendinitis left him with 32 and an 0-2 re- 
cord and 2.32 ERA. Still, the bullpen will be 
sturdy, especially if former National Leaguer 
Dayley is over inner-ear dizziness. He made 
only eight appearances. Duane Ward (7-6, 
2.27) saved 23 games when Henke was hurt 
or overused and struck out 132 in 107 innings. 
Mike Timlin and lefty Bob MacDonald burst 
onto the scene with 11-6, 3.16 and 3-3, 2.85, 
respectively. With the addition of Morris and 
the recovery of Stieb, Wells could return to the 
bullpen. It will be tough for pitchers Al Leiter 
(ulnar nerve problem), Pat Hentgen, David 
Weathers, and Vince Horsman to break in. 

The Blue Jays had a power outage last sea- 
son after Carter, who became the first batter to 
drive in 100 or more runs for three different 
teams in consecutive seasons. The former 
Cleveland and San Diego slugger was in the 
MVP hunt with 33 home runs and 108 RBIs off 
a.277 average, but no other Blue Jay reached 
70 RBIs. John Olerud had to bat cleanup in his 
first full season. Only two years out of college, 
he strugged to .256, 17, 68. There wouldn't 
have been as much pressure if Kelly Gruber 
(.252) hadn't suffered himself—with a right 
thumb that was damaged in two places. He 
had 48 second-half RBIs to finish with 65 and 
20 homers. The previous year, he had 31 
homers and 118 RBls. The biggest problem, 
however, was at designated hitter. The Blue 
Jays were last in DH productivity with Rance 
Mulliniks (.250, 2, 24) and Pat Tabler (.216, 1, 
21). That problem should be solved with Win- 
field (.262, 28, 86 at California). 

The infield should be impressive, especially 
at the corners, where third baseman Gruber 
will be healthy and first baseman Olerud a 
year older, wiser, and, presumably, stronger. 
There's no concern at second base, where 
Alomar won a Gold Glove, hit .295 with nine 
homers and 69 RBIs, and stole 43 bases. And 
he was only 23. Shortstop is the team’s big- 
gest question. It suffered without Tony Fer- 
nandez, whom the Blue Jays used with Fred 
McGriff to gain Carter and Alomar from San 
Diego. The Jays hope Eddie Zosky is ready off 
a so-so season at Syracuse to challenge 
shortstop Manny Lee. Lee had his moments 
but batted only .234. Ed Sprague (.275, 4, 20) 
is the swingman. 

Derek Bell, who dominated the International 
League (.346, 13, 93), could break into the 
outfield with right fielder Carter and center 
fielder White, who gained some MVP votes for 
turning a 217 season with the Angels in 1990 
into .282, 17, 60 and fine defense in '91. Bell 
will compete for left field with Maldonado, who 
was a combined .250, 12, 48 for Milwaukee 
and Toronto. Rob Ducey and Turner Ward 
(.330 at Triple-A Syracuse) back them up. 

The Blue Jays are happy at catcher with Pat 
Borders (.244, 5, 36) and Greg Myers (.262, 8, 
36), with Randy Knorr looking in. 
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MILWAUKEE BREWERS 

There are two ways to look at the Milwaukee 
Brewers: up and down. Just don’t overlook 
them. They seem to win in spite of their inju- 
ries—and themselves. 

The Brewers ended last season on an up- 
beat 40-19 record after a downer start of 43- 
60. They finished just behind division runners- 
up Detroit and Boston. Another couple of 
weeks and...who knows? But never mind 
that now. There are new people minding Mil- 
waukee's store. Sal Bando replaced general 
manager Harry Dalton, whose long-term in- 
vestments in Teddy Higuera, Ron Robinson, 
Edwin Nunez, and Franklin Stubbs turned 
sour with injuries and weak performances; 
and Phil Garner took over as manager for Tom 
Trebelhorn, whose mistake was trying to win 
without using the whip. 

The Brewers' best move, though, may have 
come before the season was over. They hired 
a strength and conditioning coach, Toby Old- 
ham. He has a lot of work ahead of him. The 
Brewers had six players on the disabled list 
before May last season, including Higuera 
with a rotator-cuff tear. They later lost third 
baseman Gary Sheffield, who needed a 
shoulder socket shaved and a wrist rested. 
Medical woes reached into the minors, too. 
Prized catching prospect Dave Nillson need- 
ed shoulder-ligament repair. Further, Oldham 
will have to guard against old-age infirmities 
to Robin Yount and Paul Molitor. 


But Bando and Garner appear up to the 
task of picking up where last year's team fin- 
ished off. Neither has experience in his new 
role, but each seems to have the toughness 
that Trebelhorn supposedly lacked, especial- 
ly with outspoken players like Sheffield and 
Chris Bosio. "| felt it was time to get new lead- 
ership and a little different personality to get 
us to the next level,"" Bando said. 

The Brewers will level off if their middle relief 
doesn't improve and if Doug Henry isn't the 
one to succeed closer Dan Plesac, who's in 
the rotation for the first time in six major league 
seasons. The Brewers built on their rotation of 
Plesac, Jaime Navarro, Bosio, and rookie Cal 
Eldred by signing potential free agent Bill 
Wegman to four years and trading Dale 
Sveum to Philadelphia for Bruce Ruffin. Weg- 
man is only 51-51 lifetime and has more days 
on the disabled list over the last three years 
than innings pitched. He came back from the 
DL in May to finish third in league ERA (2.84) 
while posting a 15-7 record. Plesac was a 
puzzle in the bullpen, but he responded so 
well to starting that the club is overlooking his 
overall 2-7, 4.29. Navarro rode an improved 
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slider to a 15-12 record and 3.92 ERA while 
Bosio overcame a leg problem and run-in with 
fans to go 14-10, 3.25. Eldred, the team's top 
1989 draft choice, forced his way into the rota- 
tion in September (2-0, 4.50) after leading Tri- 
ple-A pitchers in strikeouts (168) at Denver. 
Ruffin was 4-7, 3.78 for the Phillies. Higuera 
and Robinson, with major surgeries are too 
risky to be considered at this time and Mark 
Kiefer may not be ready. 

Henry's surprising relief work of 15 saves 
and a 1.00 ERA in 32 appearances after arm 
miseries in the minors allowed the Brewers to 
try the slumping Plesac in the rotation. The 
trick now is to revive middle relief. The candi- 
dates are Nunez (2-1, 6.04), Julio Machado 
(3-3, 3.45), Jesse Orosco from Cleveland (2- 
0, 3.74), Mike Fetters from California (2-5, 
5.84), Mark Lee (2-5, 3.86), and possibly Dar- 
ren Holmes and Chris George. 

B.J. Surhoff, who rallied from a 5-for-49 start 
to hit .289 with five home runs and 68 RBIs, 
credited a better “disposition” for making him 
a better catcher. Australian Nillson and Joe 
Kmak are reserves. 

The Brewers are pleased with their outfield 
now that Greg Vaughn (.244, 27, 98) and Dar- 
ryl Hamilton (.311, 1, 57) have proven them- 
selves on each side of Yount in center. Left 
fielder Vaughn reminds fans of Rob Deer with 
his strikeouts (125), but his power should car- 
ry on through the 1990s. Hamilton platoons in 
right with another strong but strikeout-prone 
player in Dante Bichette (.238, 15, 59, 107 
whiffs). The club hopes Yount will rally from 
two down years after his 1989 MVP season. 
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He missed 32 games with kidney stones, but 
still drove in 77 runs (.260, 10 homers). Yount 
passed Babe Ruth for 27th place in hits, with 
2,878. Molitor, another career Brewer, returns 
from a brilliant season of a major-league-high 
133 runs plus .325, 17 homers, 32 doubles, 
league-high 13 triples, and 75 RBis. He's ad- 
justed at 35 to designated hitting. 

A physically and mentally healthy Sheffield 
at third base is the infield's key. Missing 112 
games from shoulder and wrist problems, 
Sheffield hit only .194, but he is just 23. Stubbs 
has some proving to do at first base after .213, 
11, 38. The double-play combination is in flux 
with .327-hitting second baseman Willie Ran- 
dolph gone to the New York Mets via free 
agency. Jim Gantner, who came back from 
1990 surgery to hit .283 and end a homerless 
streak of 544 games, will duel William Suero 
from Toronto at second. Shortstop is held by 
the improving Bill Spiers ( 283, 8, 54). 


75 


AMERICAN LEAGUE 


BOSTON RED SOX 

This could be the Boston Red Sox’ year. 
They've won division championships in even- 
numbered years since 1986, and this is 1992, 
the 25th anniversary of their Impossible 
Dream team, They certainly have talent with 
Cy Young Award winner Roger Clemens, one 
of the game's great relievers in Jeff Reardon, 
hard-hitting veterans who should have one or 
two productive seasons left, a bountiful crop 
of outfielders, and a farm system that's yield- 
ing future greats. 

But—there’s that word again—Clemens is 
going to need help. He can't do it all. The 
league leader in ERA (2.62), innings (271), 
and strikeouts (241) can only pitch every 
fourth or fifth day. His 18-10 record included 
six straight victories down the 1991 stretch 
run before the Red Sox faded to a second- 
place tie with Detroit behind Toronto. The rest 
of the rotation was strung out behind with 


ERAs that looked like zip codes. Former Cy 
Young Award winner Frank Viola (13-15, 
3.97), a second-half flop with the New York 
Mets, was signed as a free agent when Jack 
Morris rejected Boston's offer. Another left- 
hander, Joe Hesketh (12-4, 3.29), re-signed 
with the Red Sox. It will be the jobs of new 
manager Butch Hobson and pitching coach 
Rich Gale to get more innings and lower ERAs 
out of youngsters Mike Gardiner (9-10, 4.85) 
and Kevin Morton (6-5, 4.41), as well as better 
numbers from Tom Bolton (7-9, 5.86) and 
Greg Harris (11-12, 3.85), who at 36 has been 
pitching since 1977. 

Clemens can help with his knowledge. A 
year ago, the Red Sox of manager Joe Mor- 
gan started with a rotation that featured Clem- 
ens and two expensive free agents in 1990 
National League ERA champion Danny Dar- 
win and Matt Young. But Darwin and Young 
won only three games each because of inju- 
ries that forced them to miss most of the sea- 
son. They'll have to prove themselves again. 
Gardiner's nine victories were the most for a 
Red Sox rookie since Al Nipper's 11 in 1984, 
and Morton is considered Boston's best left- 
hander since Bruce Hurst. 

Other pitcher-rehabilitation projects be- 
sides Darwin and Young are Dana Kiecker, 
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John Dopson, Jeff Gray, Daryl Irvine, and Der- 
rick Livernois. Gray with a 2.34 ERA was one 
of Reardon's setup men until a mild stroke in 
late July ended his season. 

With Viola and Hesketh in the rotation, Har- 
fis can go back to the bullpen. Other relief 
possibilities are Jeff Plympton and Tony Fos- 
sas. Reardon (1-4, 3.03, 40 saves) will need 
all the help he can get because he's 36 now 
and has to be careful with a back problem. 
Reardon, who needs 15 saves to break Rollie 
Fingers’ record of 341, is the only pitcher in 
history to save 20 or more games for 10 
straight seasons. 

The pitchers have a friend in Gold Glove 
catcher Tony Pena, who's acclimated to the 
American League after nine years in the Na- 
tional. His .231 average (5 HR, 48 RBI), how- 
ever, was the second-lowest of his career. 
John Marzano (.263) and rookie Eric Wedge 
back him up. 

Hobson and another new coach, Rick Bur- 
leson, have nurturing projects with young hit- 
ters Phil Plantier, Mo Vaughn, and Scott Coo- 
per. They're pushing veterans to step it up or 
step aside. “l'm not saying we're a young 
team that will have only young players,” Hob- 
son said. “What I'd like to see is a situation 
where the veterans use their knowledge to 
help the young kids.” He'll need luck. The Sox 
annually lead the majors in cliques. 

Wade Boggs (.332, 8, 51), who used a 
lighter bat to add 30 points to his average for a 
second-place league finish, anchors the in- 
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field at third base. He's the fourth player with 
eight or more 40-double seasons. Cooper, 
however, is ready behind Boggs after 15 
homers at Triple-A Pawtucket and .457 in 14 
September games in Boston. There will be a 
shortstop duel if Tim Naehring is recovered 
from a bone-spur removal near his spine. Luis 
Rivera's eight homers, to go with .258 and 40 


» RBIs, were the most by a Boston shortstop 


since 1980, but he made 24 errors. Jody 
Reed, overcoming a 6-for-56 start to finish 
.283 (5, 60), may be the league's most under- 
rated second baseman. All eyes will be upon 
Vaughn to see if he can secure first base off 
.260, 4, 32 in half a season. If he's ready, 
Carlos Quintana will have to platoon with 
Vaughn or move to the outfield. 

Quintana's late-July debut in left field was 
sensational. He tied a club-record with six 
RBIs in one inning. He hit .295 (11, 71) in his 
second full season. The outfield is over- 
stocked with the development of Plantier. The 
left-handed hitter with the odd batting stance 
hit 331 with 11 homers and 35 RBIs in only 53 
games. Already in the outfield are veterans 
Ellis Burks (.251, 14, 56), Mike Greenwell 
(.300, 9, 83), and Tom Brunansky (.229, 16, 
70). Burks and Greenwell are coming back 
from injuries. In the wings are Bob Zupcic and 
Wayne House (.329 at Pawtucket). 

Jack Clark, who hopes to overcome slow 
starts, is one of the league's premier designat- 
ed hitters. He led the Red Sox in homers (28) 
and RBIs (87) while batting .249. 
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DETROIT TIGERS 

The Detroit Tigers have a rally cry: “Why not 
now?” Manager Sparky Anderson said it in 
November as an amendment to "All my sights 
are set on 1993,” after the Tigers finished in a 
second-place tie. He must have figured if they 
were good enough to finish only seven games 
behind Toronto in '91, they should be able to 
win in '92 and let '93 take care of itself. Be- 
sides, club president Bo Schembechler never 
told the football fans to be patient when he 
was the University of Michigan coach. 

The fact that the Tigers were able to finish 
so high in 1991 was remarkable considering 
an injury-induced slump by shortstop Alan 
Trammell, a strikeout every 2.6 at bats by Rob 
Deer and 3.7 by Pete Incaviglia, a sore shoul- 
der for closer Mike Henneman at the most 
inopportune time, weak middle relief, and a 
blast at the front office by pitcher Frank Tana- 
na for not obtaining stretch-run help. There 
were distractions over the forced retirement of 
Hall of Fame broadcaster Ernie Harwell, a sen- 
timental outcry against the possible tearing 
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down of Tiger Stadium, and offseason bitter- 
ness when veteran coaches Alex Grammas, 
Jim Davenport, and Vada Pinson were fired. 

The Tigers, who seem to have more bosses 
than laborers, added another in prized scout 
Jerry Walker to bring their total of leaders to 
four. Walker is the general manager, which 
had been held on an interim basis by Joe 
McDonald and been refused by Minnesota's 
Bob Gebhard, who later went to the expan- 
sion Denver club. "We discovered that the 
most qualified man was right here in our orga- 
nization,'’ Schembechler said. Walker, 
though, will share personnel power with An- 
derson, who's closing in on 2,000 career vic- 
tories. It's not a question of who has more 
power, said Anderson, “but what's best for the 
organization.” 

What's best for the team is better middle- 
relief pitching, The Tigers had three starters 
with double-digit victories in 1991, but they 
had ERAs near or at 4.00 and average 34.6 
years of age this season. The rest of the team 
is tailored for the old park. Five players hit 20 
Or more home runs, including 44 by the re- 
markable Cecil Fielder to tie Oakland's Jose 
Canseco, and Milt Cuyler can be counted on 
to go deep in center fielder. 

The club can't afford to overuse reliever 
Henneman because starters Bill Gullickson 
(20-9, 3.90 ERA), Frank Tanana (13-12, 3.77), 
and Walt Terrell (12-14, 4.24) are in their mid- 
30s and can't be expected to average 220 
innings again. Young pitchers Scott Aldred 
and Greg Gohr aren't ready for 200-plus, ei- 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


ther. Aldred, 23, didn't impress in Detroit (2-4, 
5.18) after 3.92 at Triple-A Toledo. Gohr, 24, 
was 10-8 at Toledo. They'll have to beat out 
Mark Leiter, who may not move out of the rota- 
tion from 9-7, 4.21 after missing hunks of time 
in the late 1980s with three shoulder opera- 
tions. Other starting candidates are Kevin Ritz 
(8-7 at Toledo), who has control problems, 
and forkballer Dan Gakeler (1-4, 5.74). 

Henneman had 21 saves and 10 victories 
(two losses) to go with a 2.88 ERA, but when 
he couldn't pitch from August 15 to Septem- 
ber 10 with shoulder tendinitis, the Tigers fell 
from a first-place tie with Toronto to third and 
never recovered. Paul Gibson had eight 
saves but was 5-7 with a 4.59 ERA and a .339 
average against left-handed batters. He was 
traded to the Mets. Sinkerballer John Doherty 
enters the relief picture off 15 saves and a 
2.22 ERA at Double-A London. Jeff Kaiser, 
Mike Munoz, Buddy Groom, John Kiely, and 
Kurt Knudsen get relief consideration, too. 

It's all or nothing for Detroit offensively. It led 
the majors in runs and home runs, but was last 
in league hitting at 241 and averaged a ma- 
jor-league-worst 7.3 strikeouts per game. The 
five 20-plus homer hitters were Fielder, Mick- 
ey Tettleton (31), Deer (25), Lou Whitaker (23), 
and Travis Fryman (21). 

Catchers from other teams bolstered the 
catching department. Tettleton (Orioles) was 
a major acquisition with 89 RBls and a .263 
average and Andy Allanson (Indians) was 
.232, 1, 16. Rich Rowland could squeeze in 
after 13 Toledo homers. 


FIELDER 


The infield will be solid if Trammell is recov- 
ered from an ankle sprain that limited him to 
.248, 9, 55. Second baseman Whitaker 
showed few signs of slowing down: .279, 23, 
78. Fielder followed 51 homers and 132 RBIs 
the previous year with .261, 44, 131. He was 
the first Tiger since Rusty Staub in 1978 to 
play every game. Third baseman Fryman 
(259, 21, 91) was the youngest Tiger to col- 
lect 80 RBIs since Al Kaline's 102 in 1955. 
Scott Livingstone (.291) is the swingman and 
Dave Bergman (.237, 7, 29) backs up Fielder 
at first base. 

Tony Phillips in left, Cuyler in center, and 
Deer in right bring variety to the outfield. An- 
derson felt Phillips (.287, 17, 72) was an MVP 
candidate who played six positions. Cuyler 
(.257, 3, 33) gives the Tigers speed off 41 
steals. Deer hit only .179 but had 64 RBIs to 
go with his 25 homers. Dan Gladden (.247, 6, 
52, 15 steals), after two World Series titles with 
Minnesota, signed as a free agent to replace 
Incaviglia. Ex-Met Mark Carreon (.260, 4, 21) 
and Skeeter Barnes (.289, 5, 17) fill in. 
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NEW YORK YANKEES 

Buck Showalter, baseball's youngest manag- 
er (35), promised not to pass the buck when 
he became manager of the New York Yan- 
kees. That was a trick of owner George Stein- 
brenner before he was suspended. He 
blamed everyone from his many general man- 
agers, managers, and pitching coaches to the 
pantry butler. Even Stump Merrill, last sea- 
son's manager, exited bitterly. “When | look 
back on it, | think this team did well to finish 
where it did," Merrill said of 71-91 and fifth 
place, a gain of only four games from the Yan- 
kees’ 1990 last-place finish. 

The new manager says the 1991 buck will 
stop with him. "| feel like if | do the job, things 
will take care of themselves," said Showalter, 
a protégé of the late Billy Martin who compiled 
a phenomenal 360-207 record as a minor- 
league manager in the Yankees’ system. 

Showalter supposedly will have the support 
of the players, a luxury Merrill never had. But 
Showalter needs talent more than personal 
support, and that may take a while. The pitch- 
ing staff was so deplorable last season that it 
set a major league record for fewest complete 
games (3). Merrill started with a rotation of 
Scott Sanderson, Andy Hawkins, Tim Leary, 
Chuck Cary, and Dave Eiland. The only survi- 
vor was Sanderson, who pitched so well (16- 
10, 3.81 ERA) that he accounted for 22.5 per- 
cent of the team's victories. The rest were 6- 
21, 6.18 as starters. Hawkins was released, 
Leary (4-10, 6.49) refused to go to the minors 
and was sent to the bullpen, and Cary (1-6, 
5.91) and Eiland (2-5, 5.33) were injured. Fur- 
ther, bullpen aces Steve Howe and Steve Farr 
missed time with injuries. 

Rushed into the rotation were prospects 
Scott Kamieniecki, Jeff Johnson, and Wade 
Taylor, They were a combined 14-4 at Triple-A 
Columbus, but struggled to 17-27 with the 
Yankees. Still, they showed enough for 
Showalter to consider them for his 1992 rota- 
tion. Kamieniecki (4-4, 3.91) will be brought 
along carefully from a herniated disc muscle. 
Johnson started with a 2.70 ERA, but he suf- 
fered growing pains the rest of the way to go 
6-11, 5.95. Taylor did even worse: 7-12, 6.27. 
The Yankees, then, need a healthy Pascual 
Perez. He missed a full year with a repaired 
shoulder, then had to back off in midseason 
before coming on strong to finish with a 3.18 
ERA (2-4 record), His brother Melido, ac- 
quired from the White Sox for Steve Sax, was 


1-4 as a starter but 7-3 in relief with a 2.22 
ERA. ‘Rehab projects and former prospects 
Kevin Mmahat and Alan Mills fall in behind. 

The bullpen figured to be the strong point if 
the elbows of Howe and Farr held up. But 
Howe, who was making a splendid comeback 
from repeated drug-abuse problems when his 
season ended with 3-1, 1.68, and three saves, 
was arrested on drug charges in December. 
His status was in doubt. Farr lasted through 
his elbow problem to finish 5-5, 2.19, and 23 
saves. Their combined work made up for the 
free-agent loss of Dave Righetti. The rest of 
the bullpen is solid with Greg Cadaret (8-6, 
3.62), Lee Guetterman (3-4, 3.68, 6), and 
John Habyan (4-2, 2.30). 

The Yankees’ future seems to be tied to its 
outfield. Free agent Danny Tartabull carries a 
big bat (.316, 31, 100 in 132 games with Kan- 
sas City) and a bigger salary ($25.5 million). 
The Yankees moved quickly to sign the Ameri- 
can League's leading slugger in early Janu- 
ary. There’s an age split between veterans 
Mel Hall and Jesse Barfield and young Bernie 
Williams, Roberto Kelly, and Hensley Meu- 
lens. Hall probably was the team’s most valu- 
able player after a career year of .285, 19 
home runs, and 80 RBIs despite a bad back 
the last month. Although Barfield missed most 
of the second half with a broken foot and bat- 
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ted only .225, his power (17 homers, 48 RBI in 
84 games) and outfield arm can't be over- 
looked, Williams disappointed at the plate 
(.238, 3, 34) after his recall from Columbus 
and forced the move of an unhappy Kelly from 
center field to left, where he ended up .267 
with 20 homers, 69 RBI and a team-leading 32 
steals. Meulens, with a strikeout problem of 
one every 3.36 at-bats, has some improve- 
ment to do off .222, 6, 29. Speedy Mike Hum- 
phreys is in reserve. 

Another strength is catcher. Matt Nokes 
made great strides defensively under coach 
Marc Hill while hitting 24 homers, the most for 
a Yankee catcher since Yogi Berra's 24 in 
1957. Nokes batted .268 with 77 RBI. Jim 
Leyritz (.182), suspended briefly at Colum- 
bus, and John Ramos are behind him. 

The infield has been revamped, Gold Glove 
first baseman Don Mattingly may not be a 
power hitter again with a chronic bad back, 
but he's still a threat off .288, 9, 68. Second 
baseman Sax, who jumped his average 44 
points to .304 (10, 56 with a team-high 85 runs 
and 31 steals), will be missed on offense. Pat 
Kelly, who hit .345 at Columbus but just .242 in 
New York, was out of place at third base. He 
now slides over to his more natural position at 
second with Charlie Hayes (.230, 12, 53 at 
Philadelphia) taking over at third. Alvaro 
Espinoza (.256, 5, 33) made 21 errors at short- 
stop. Free agent Mike Gallego (.247, 12, 49) 
from Oakland can play second, third, or short. 
Battling for reserve are Randy Velarde (.245); 
Torey Luvollo (.176), and Leyritz. 

The Yankees are concerned with the drop- 
off of designated hitter Kevin Maas. He did hit 
23 homers with 63 RBIs but batted only .220 
and fanned 128 times in 500 at-bats. 
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CLEVELAND INDIANS 

Think of a flower garden in May with buds 
beginning to open. Now think of the Cleveland 
Indians in September of 1994 with the flowers 
in full bloom. The Indians hope to have a con- 
tending team by then for the first year in their 
new stadium, but they have some developing 
to do. They lost more than 100 games last 
season for the third time in seven years, 
haven't won a title in 37 years (the record is 
45), and traded their only proven pitcher in 
Greg Swindell. 

They've drafted well, however, traded for 
young talent, have an $8 million budget for 
player development, and have vital, young 
leaders in executive vice president Rick Bay, 
general manager John Hart, manager Mike 
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Hargrove, and farm director Dan O'Dowd. 
“We're on a mission this year," said young 
catcher Sandy Alomar Jr., whose own season 
was destroyed by two injuries after he was the 
1990 Rookie of the Year. “It's judgment year. 
We can't do any worse." 

Everyone will be judged. With Swindell 
gone to Cincinnati, there isn’t a genuine star 
on the team. Outfield slugger Albert Belle is 
close, but he's a burning star with unpredict- 
able behavior. Reggie Jefferson and Kenny 
Lofton from Houston will need a few years to 
get established. Meantime, there are question 
marks at every position, particularly in the in- 
field, where rookies are eyeing every job. As 
former Indian Tom Candiotti put it, “Cleveland 
fans are suffering from an identity crisis." 

Identifying for Hargrove begins on the 
mound, where Charles Nagy presumably 
takes over Swindell's leadership role off a 10- 


15 record and 4.13 ERA. Nagy had brilliant 
moments, including almost 20 scoreless in- 
nings in April. The Indians were shut out in five 
of Nagy’s 33 starts. Jack Armstrong and Scott 
Scudder will be out to prove the Reds wrong 
for trading them, but they were a combined 
13-22 in Cincinnati with Armstrong 7-13, 5.48 
and Scudder 6-9, 4.35. The release of Eric 
King opens a spot for Rod Nichols, with a 3.54 
ERA and a new “forkle” pitch, and Dave Otto 
with a 4.23 ERA. They had records of 2-11 and 
2-8, respectively. Elbow-rehabilitation case 
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Eric Bell could sneak in off 4-0, 0.50 in 18 


“September innings. So could Dennis Cook 


from the Dodgers. 

Steve Olin (3-6, 3.36, 17 saves) inherits the 
closing role with Doug Jones gone. Shawn 
Hillegas (3-4, 4.34, 7 saves) and Jeff Shaw (0- 
5, 3.36) are in long relief. Also available are 
ex-National Leaguer Derek Lilliquist, plus Ke- 
vin Wickander, Bruce Egloff, Tom Kramer, 
and Jeff Mutis, who dazzled with a 1.80 ERA 
at Double-A. 

Catcher Alomar's return to full health is vital 
to both the pitching and offense. He had 
clutch hits in his 1990 top-rookie year, but two 
injuries limited him to 51 games and .217 in 


'91. Joel Skinner (.243) and Junior Ortiz (.209 
at Minnesota) back him up, 

If Belle can control his behavior and former 
Toronto Blue Jays Glenallen Hill and Mark 
Whiten can stay injury-free, the Indians. will 
have a creditable outfield with hopes for 
greatness. And that's not counting Lofton 
(.308, 17 triples, 40 steals at Triple-A Tucson). 
Belle (.282), who accounted for 22 percent of 
his team’s runs with 28 homers and 96 RBIs, 
should profit from the outfield fences being 
moved in. Hill (.262) is back from a herniated 
disc and Whiten (.256, 7, 26), with a great 
right-field arm, is over a severe ankle sprain. 
Their presence means speedy Alex Cole 
(.295, 27 steals) and Carlos Martinez (.284, 5, 
30) will compete for designated hitter. Mike 
Aldrete (.262) backs everyone up. 

The infield is so young that second base- 
man Carlos Baerga, at age 23, may be the 
most experienced. The double-play combina- 
tion could be Mark Lewis-to-Carlos Baerga-to- 
Jefferson with Jim Thome at third. They have 
to win jobs first, though. Good-field Felix Fer- 
min (.262, 31 RBI) won't yield shortstop easily 
to Lewis (.264, 30 RBI) and Jerry Browne 
(.228) went to the Instructional League to add 
third base as well as outfield to his repertoire. 
The kids could be in place by the end of the 
season, however, perhaps to stay together 
through the 1990s. Their average age when 
last season closed was 21.7 years. Jefferson 
was gained from Cincinnati through a rule- 
book technicality. It cost Cleveland Tim Costo, 
but if the switch-hitting Jefferson is as good as 
his advance notices, first base is secure. 
Baerga led league fielders with 28 errors, but 
he hit .288 (11 HR, 69 RBI) and stabilized 
second while increasing double plays. Thome 
followed .285 at Tucson with .266 in Cleve- 
land. Tony Perezchica is in reserve. 
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BALTIMORE ORIOLES 

The Baltimore Orioles are up in arms this sea- 
son. Young arms. And they have the league's 
Most Valuable Player in Cal Ripken, base- 
ball's Man for All Reasons, and an artillery 
piece in Glenn Davis, That may not be enough 
reason to expect a division championship, but 
it's reasonable to think the Orioles could move 
up from sixth place. 

Manager Johnny Oates, who took over from 
Frank Robinson last May, and new pitching 
coach Dick Bosman spent the winter making 
certain their pitchers were preparing them- 
selves, They would love a rotation of Ben Mc- 
Donald, Mike Mussina, Bob Milacki, Jose 
Mesa, Arthur Rhodes, and maybe Anthony 
Telford. They all push 90 mph and will aver- 
age only 25 years of age in 1992. It may take a 
while for the latter three to develop, but even- 
tually they could pitch as a group through the 
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1990s. “Sure, we'd like to have them grow 
together,” said Oates. “We'd like to see them 
each win 15 games next year, 18 the next, and 
20 the next. But realistically, expecting all of 
them to end up at the same place at the same 
time. , . well, that's not likely to happen." 


ire ad wee ae i _ 


What the club hopes to happen is for Mc- 
Donald to overcome injuries and win 16 to 18 
games, Mussina to blossom into a 15-game 
winner in his first full season, and Milacki to 
get back to the 14 victories he gathered in 
1989. The Orioles became impatient with Mc- 
Donald, the nation's top 1989 draft pick, when 
one injury followed another and he went home 
early with a 6-8 record, 4.68 ERA, and only 


126 innings. He was given an offseason con- 
ditioning plan to build himself up to 200 in- 
nings a year. Never mind Mussina’s 4-5 re- 
cord in his major-league baptism. The Stan- 
ford product's ERA of 2.87 would have ranked 
fourth in the league over a whole season. Mi- 
lacki was the only double-digit winner last 
season, but he was just 10-9 (4.01 ERA). He 
also led the staff in innings and strikeouts, but 
that's not saying much, since neither number 
ranked high in the league. Mesa with 6-11, 
5.97, Rhodes with 0%, 8.00 in eight starts, and 
Telford with 12 victories at Triple-A Rochester 
will be carefully tutored. Rhodes is billed as 
“the next Vida Blue." Storm Davis returns from 
Kansas City (3-9, 4.96) as a challenger with 
Rick Sutcliffe (6-5, 4.10 with the Cubs) and 
Roy Smith (5-4, 5.60) and former Red Sox 
prospect Eric Hetzel (9-5 at Pawtucket). 

Closer Gregg Olson, whose 31 saves gave 
him 95 in just three seasons to climb to within 
10 of Tippy Martinez's club record, went to the 
Instructional League to learn a third pitch be- 
cause hitters were timing his fastball. He was 
4-6 with a 3.18 ERA. Todd Frohwirth (7-3, 
1.87), one of the league's biggest surprises, 
will team with veteran left-hander Mike Flana- 
gan (2-7, 2.38) and Mark Williamson (5-5, 
4.48) to carry the ball from the starters to Ol- 
son. Jim Poole (2.79 ERA at Rochester) and 
Stacy Jones are relief candidates. 

Oates, a former catcher, is certain to have 
an effect on the catching development of 
Chris Hoiles (.243, 11 HR, 43 RBI), who is 
backed by Jeff Tackett. 
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longer has a role. The right side of the infield 
was on rehab most of last season, including 
3% months out by first baseman Glenn Davis 
for a spinal-nerve neck problem. He had a few 
good games at the end, but his season was a 
wash with .227, 10, 28. Billy Ripken missed 
most of the second half with a strained rib 
muscle and an ankle chip that had to be re- 
moved. He hit just .216 and will be challenged 
at second base by George Bell’s younger 
brother, Juan (.172), David Segui (.278) and 
Tim Hulett (.204, 7, 18) are valuable in re- 
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Everything in the infield, of course, revolves 


serve. Glenn Davis's health put Randy Milli- 
gan (.263, 16, 70) into a platoon designated- 
hitter role with Sam Horn (.233, 23, 61). 

Versatile Mike Devereaux is the only certain 
outfielder off .260 and double digits in home 
runs (19), doubles, triples, and steals. He 
drove in 59 runs and played sterling center- 
field defense. Chito Martinez (.269, 13, 33) 
came along in early July to drive Dwight Evans 
(.270, 6, 38) out of right field and into a possi- 
ble platoon DH role. A place, possibly leadoff, 
will be found for Luis Mercedes, who just 
missed the International League batting title 
with .334 at Rochester. Joe Orsulak (.278) is 
back with his major-league-high 22 assists. 
Brady Anderson (.230) is available. 


around Ripken. Just when it seemed his Ener- 
gizer batteries were running down, Ripken 
kicked in with a great season of .323, 34, 114 
while running his consecutive-game streak to 
1,572. He became only the fourth shortstop to 
hit 30 or more homers, led the league in total 
bases, extra-base hits, and multi-hit games, 
was second in hits, third in homers, and fourth 
in RBls. Already a giant defensively for his 
positioning plus sure hands and arm, Ripken 
won his first Gold Glove. 

Ripken is flanked by Leo Gomez at third 
base. Gomez led A.L. rookies with 16 homers, 
but the Orioles think he's a better hitter than 
.233 and only 45 RBIs. He wrested the posi- 
tion from Craig Worthington (.225), who no 
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WESTERN DIVISION 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX 

The Chicago White Sox believe they're so 
close to winning the Western Division with (1) 
rising stars Frank Thomas, Robin Ventura, and 
Jack McDowell (2) a stable of young pitchers 
and a veteran jockey to ride them in catcher 
Carlton Fisk (3) a top-drawer closer in Bobby 
Thigpen (4) sterling defenders Ozzie Guillen 
and Lance Johnson and (5) the possibility of a 
full season from designated hitter Bo Jackson. 
But they took two chances in the offseason, 
allowing popular manager Jeff Torborg to go 
to the New York Mets and testing credibility 
with their fans by not renewing Fisk's option 
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year and thereby making him squirm to get 
back as a reduced-pay free agent. 

It will be up to new manager Gene Lamont 
to continue the chemistry while winning 
enough games to get the White Sox over the 
hump of consecutive second-place finishes, It 
won't be easy. The White Sox averaged 90.5 
victories the last two years and still couldn't 
win the division. 

It appears ace pitcher McDowell can only 
get better. He had a 17-10 record, a 3.41 
earned run average, and a major-league-high 
15 complete games. McDowell was under Cy 
Young Award consideration through August 
with 15 victories. He was second in innings 
pitched (236) and limited opponents to a .228 
batting average. Charlie Hough, 44, just 
missed double-digit victories for the 10th 
straight year (9-10, 4.02). He's needed in 
case Greg Hibbard slips and young pitchers 
Wilson Alvarez, Alex Fernandez, Ramon Gar- 
cia, and Roberto Hernandez aren't ready for a 
full workload. Hibbard was the only other Sox 
to win at least 10 games (11-11), but his ERA 
zoomed to 4.31 after 3.16 the previous sea- 
son, when he was 14-9. Hibbard teams with 
Alvarez, the eighth-youngest no-hit pitcher in 
history (21 years, 4 months), to form a left- 
handed duo. Alvarez, who led Double-A 
pitchers with 165 strikeouts at Birmingham, 
struggled after his August 11 no-hitter at Balti- 
more to finish 3-2, 3.51. Fernandez showed 
enough in his first full season for the club to 
think he can improve dramatically on 9-13, 
4.09. Free agent Kirk McCaskill (10-19, 4.26) 
was signed. The Angels scored a total of 16 
funs in his 19 defeats. New pitching coach 
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Jackie Brown also has Garcia (4-4, 5.40) and 
Hernandez, whose season was cut in half by a 
blood-clot forearm operation, 

It will be a relief if Brown can bring Thigpen 
back to 1990, when he saved a major-league- 
record 57 games and had a 1.83 ERA. Thig- 
pen had 30 saves last year with a 3.49 ERA (7- 
5 mark), More work might do it. Sharing setup 
roles are Donn Pall (7-2, 2.41) and left-hander 
Scott Radinsky (5-5, 2.02). The rest: Ken Pat- 
terson (3-0, 2.83), Brian Drahman (3-2, 3.23), 
Jeff Carter (3.05 ERA at Triple-A Vancouver), 
Wayne Edwards, and Steve Wapnick, whose 
20 saves for Syracuse tied three others for 
Triple-A leadership. 

Fisk will have public support when he re- 
turns for his 20th season. He's 37th on the all- 
time home-run list (372) after hitting 18 last 
season (.241, 74 RBI) and can break Bob 
Boone's record of 2,225 games caught with 


79 more. Ron Karkovice (.246, 5, 22), perhaps. 


baseball’s best defensive catcher, is the 
backup. Matt Merullo provides a left-handed 
bat off the bench. 

The infield is splendid with Thomas and 
Ventura at first and third, respectively, and 
Ozzie Guillen entering his prime years at 
shortstop. Coming over from the Yankees is 
second baseman Steve Sax, who jumped his 
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average 44 points to .304 (10, 56 with a team- 
high 85 runs and 31 steals). Thomas and Ven- 
tura, ages 23 and 24, were a dynamic duo in 
1991. Thomas hit .318 in his first full season 
with 32 homers, 109 RBIs, and a major- 
league-high 138 walks. He's also back in the 
field after shoulder surgery. Ventura was .284 
with 23 homers and 100 RBIs after .249, 5, 54 
the previous season. He also won a Gold 
Glove despite 18 errors. Guillen couldn't re- 
tain his Gold Glove, but his defense never has 
been a problem. He was .273, 3, 49 at the 
plate. Craig Grebeck (.281, 6, 31) appeared 
49 times a third base, 36 at second, and 26 at 
shortstop. Joey Cora (.241) is a backup with 
either Norberto Martin or Esteban Beltre. 

The outfield is shy on power with Tim Raines 
in left and Johnson in center. Bo Jackson is 
relegated to DHing because of his football hip 
injury, so Dan Pasqua in right is the only true 
homer hitter in the outfield. He was .259, 18, 
66, but will yield to Sammy Sosa against cer- 
tain left-handed pitchers. Sosa struggled to 
.203, 10, 33 RBIs, and 13 stolen bases after 
.233, 15, 70, and 32 in 1990. In his first Ameri- 
can League season after starring for 11 years 
in the National, Raines scored 102 times as 
leadoff hitter and stole 51 bases but batted 
just .268 with five homers and 50 RBIs. John- 
son covered center field brilliantly and was 
co-league leader in triples, with 13. He hit .274 
but had no homers and 49 RBls. There is re- 
serve strength in Mike Huff (.251, 3, 25) and 
Warren Newson, who hit .364 as a pinch hitter 
en route to .295, 4, 25. 
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TEXAS RANGERS 

The Texas Rangers are capable of adminis- 
tering lethal injections with their bats, but often 
shoot themselves in the foot with their pitch- 
ing. Their rotation was in such disarray last 
year from injuries and ineffectiveness that 
they used 13 starters. In one stretch, manager 
Bobby Valentine had a six-man rotation. GM 
Tom Grieve, though, is keeping the faith. “Few 
teams can put together the kind of top-to-bot- 
tom lineup that we have, and our pitching staff 
is better than people think,” he said. “All our 
starters have enough talent to win.” 

He's right about the lineup. With the excep- 
tion of shortstop in the No. 9 spot, there wasn’t 
an easy out. The Rangers had leaders in six 
American League offensive categories last 
year, including batting champion Julio Franco 
at .341 and doubles king Rafael Palmeiro with 
49. Ruben Sierra was third in RBls with 116. 
All three had 200 or more hits. Only three other 
teams since 1938 can make that statement. 
And to think Juan. Gonzalez, Ivan Rodriguez, 
and Dean Palmer have only just begun. 

The Rangers, however, will travel only as far 
as their pitchers will carry them. Jose Guzman 
couldn't have timed his phenomenal two-year 
comeback from a rotator-cuff problem any 
better. With a 13-7 record, 3.08 ERA, and an 
opponent batting average of only .162 with 
runners in scoring position, Guzman fits in be- 
hind Nolan Ryan (12-6, 2.91), who threw his 
seventh no-hitter and had ratios of 173 to 102 
in innings-to-hits and 203 to 72 in strikeouts- 
to-walks. Ryan is 45 now, but who's counting? 
The Rangers have a major worry in Bobby 
Witt, who had rotator-cuff surgery when his 
season halted with 3-7, 6.09 after 17-10, 3.36 
the previous year, and they are concerned 
with Kevin Brown's sinker. He sank to a 9-12 
record and 4.40 ERA and led the team in the 
dubious categories of runners allowed (al- 
most 330), home runs (17), wild pitches (12), 
and balks (3). The fifth spot is up for grabs 
with Brian Bohanon (4-3, 4.84) and Hector Fa- 
jardo from Pittsburgh. John Barfield (4-4, 
4.54), whose season ended early with a ‘rib 
stress fracture, is a factor. The future of Scott 
Chiamparino is cloudy after his reconstructive 
elbow surgery. 

Relievers took most of the blame for the 
team losing 42 games in which they led. Jeff 
Russell rallied from an injury in 1990 to save 


40 games while posting a 6-4 record and 3.29 
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ERA, but the rest of the bullpen has a lot of 
catching up to do. Kenny Rogers brought his 
ERA down in relief after struggling as a starter 
but still finished 5.42 with a 10-10 mark. The 
Rangers, though, may solve middle relief with 
Gerald Alexander (5.3, 5.24), Terry Matthews 
(4-0, 3.61), and Barry Manuel. Alexander can 
start as well as relieve. Others: Wayne Rosen- 
thal (1-4, 5.25) and Steve Fireovid. 

Entrusted with bringing the pitchers along 
while he brings himself along is “Pudge” Ro- 
driguez, who at 19 was only the fourth teen- 
ager in 27 years to appear in 75 games. Laud- 
ed for a strong, accurate arm, Rodriguez 
tailed to .264 with three homers and 27 RBis 
after a strong beginning. Gino Petralli (.271, 2, 
20) backs him up. 

The outfield contains two of the best young 
players in the game in Sierra and Gonzalez. |n 
the top five in nine league categories, Sierra 
hit .307 with 25 homers, 116 RBls, and 16 
steals. He's fourth in the major leagues in RBIs 
over the last six years and he holds four club 


career records. Pitchers were able to work 
around Sierra in 1990, but it’s not advisable 
with Gonzalez behind him. In his first full sea- 
son and slowed by a bad back, Gonzalez at 
age 21 was .264, 27, 102. There's ascramble 
for the remaining outfield spot. Kevin Reimer 
returns off 20 homers (nine in August). He hit 
.269 with 69 RBIs. Gary Pettis led the team in 
steals (29) but failed to defend his Gold Glove 
and hit only .189 in his last 101 games to finish 
at .216. Others: Jack Daugherty (.194), who 
never got untracked from strained finger liga- 
ments, a bruised thigh and hip, and an appen- 
dectomy; Monty Farris, who was moved from 
shortstop after 13 homers at Oklahoma City; 
and Donald Harris. 

The left side of the infield should be settled 
with former National Leaguer Dickie Thon 
(.252, 9, 48 with Philadelphia) at shortstop. 
The Rangers have had eight regulars there 
since moving Toby Harrah to third base 15 


years ago. Jeff Huson failed with .213 in his 
first major league opportunity. Light-hitting 
Jose Hernandez is a backup. Palmer is at 
third base, having played in the outfield until 
Steve Buechele was traded to Pittsburgh. 
Palmer dominated the minor leagues with 22 
homers in half a season at Triple-A Oklahoma 
City. Although he hit 15 for the Rangers, he 
batted only .187 with 98 strikeouts in 81 
games. The infield’s right side dominates the 
American League. Second baseman Franco 
was the first Ranger to win a battling title (.341, 
15 HR, 78 RBI, 108 runs) and first baseman 
Palmeiro almost finished second before end- 
ing up .322, 26, 88. 
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OAKLAND ATHLETICS 

The 1990 defending-champion Oakland A's 
struggled with old-age infirmities, freak inju- 
ries, and inflated salaries last season. Even 
general manager Sandy Alderson had an off 
year, with unrewarded free-agent signings. 
The A's made a run of it despite themselves. 
They closed to within three games of first 
place as late as mid-August, but by winning 
only 20 of their last 50 games, they finished 
fourth after three straight division titles and a 
World Series crown. 

Manager Tony LaRussa and Alderson insist 
the veterans can recapture that old magic for 
two or three more years, even though many 
are in their mid- to late-30s. La Russa: “We 
definitely need a fine-tuning, not an overhaul.” 
Alderson: “It's not as if we're ready to turn it 
over to the next generation. There's no reason 
we can't come back and be successful with 
essentially the same players.” 

Skeptics, though, doubt it. A supposedly 
brilliant crop of young pitchers (Kirk Dressen- 
dorfer, Todd Van Poppel, David Zancanaro, 
and Don Peters) may not be ready; veterans 
Dave Stewart and Bob Welch looked like 
burnout cases last year, 1990 MVP Rickey 
Henderson and Mark McGwire weren't too in- 
terested, shortstop Walt Weiss was lost for 
most of the season with a severe ankle injury, 
and even Dennis Eckersley showed kinks in 
his relief armor. 

The first order of business is to straighten 
out the pitching. The A’s narrowly avoided 
having the league's worst earned run average 
(4.57). Stewart and Welch, who had a corh- 
bined 49-17 record the previous year, were 
23-24. Eckersley’s ERA went up 2.35 runs per 
game and the rest of the bullpen was a medi- 
cal ward with key members Rick Honeycutt 
and Gene Nelson on the disabled list. Free 
agent Eric Show was a washout and Ron Dar- 
ling, obtained from the Expos, did little. 

No one suffered more than Stewart, whose 
12 starts of at least 120 pitches each were two 
more than Toronto's entire staff. Although 
Stewart was one game over .500 with 11-10, 
he had the best run support in the league 
(6.24 a game) and his 5.25 ERA was the 
league's worst. He didn't win 20 games for the 
first time since 1986, Welch came crashing 
down from his Cy Young Award season of 27- 
6 to finish 12-13 with a 4.58 ERA. Stewart and 
Welch, then, figure to yield their co-No. 1 role 
to Mike Moore, who was as good as the rest of 
the staff was shaky. Moore was 17-8 and 2.96 
with a team-high 153 strikeouts. Darling (3-7, 
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4.08) is the fourth starter. It may be the last 
opportunity for Show (1-2, 5.92). His bad back 
limited him to five starts. Joe Slusarski made 
the most starts (19) for an A's rookie since Tim 
Birtsas in 1985 but staggered home 5-7, 5.27. 
Reggie Harris missed most of the second half 
at Triple-A Tacoma with a shoulder problem. 

The 38-year-old Eckersley is still consid- 
ered a premier reliever off 43 saves (5-4, 
2.96), but he gave up an unseemly 11 home 
runs last season after two the previous year. 
Nelson had a finger on his pitching hand 
smashed by a foul the first week of April and 
wasn't the same (1-5, 6.84). Neither was Rick 
Honeycutt, whose season of 2-4, 3.58 was 
slowed by March shoulder-cartilage surgery. 
Curt Young (4-2, 5.00) walked more men than 
he struck out. Joe Klink overcame a broken 
foot to finish 10-3, 4.35. Getting looks this year 
will be youngsters Steve Chitren (1-4, 4.33), 
Bruce Walton (20 saves, 1.35 ERA ‘at Taco- 
ma), and Kevin Campbell. 

The A's aren't giving up on their infield, 
which was wracked by shortstop Weiss's rup- 
tured ankle ligaments, third baseman Carney 
Lansford's torn knee ligaments from a 1990 
New Year's Eve snowmobile accident, and 
first baseman McGwire's slump. Weiss was 
held to .226 in 40 games and McGwire tailed 
from four straight seasons of 30 home runs 
and 90 RBIs to 22-75 to go with a .201 aver- 
age. Scott Brosius (.286 at Tacoma), Mike 
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Bordick (.230), Lance Blankenship (.219), and 
Scott Hemond are candidates to replace the 
departed Mike Gallego at second base. 

The A's feel they have a solid outfield, but 
agree they need a leadoff revival from left 
fielder Rickey Henderson, who sank from his 
MVP season of .325, 28, 61 to .268, 18, 57. 
Right fielder Jose Canseco (.266) had a near- 
MVP 1991 season with 44 homers for a league 
tie with Cecil Fielder and 122 RBIs, and center 
fielder Dave Henderson is back off .276 25, 
85. Willie Wilson (.238, 20 steals), Dan Howitt 
(14 homers at Tacoma), and Doug Jennings 
are in reserve. 

Terry Steinbach and Harold Baines bring 
stability to catcher and designated hitter, 
Steinbach overcame another beaning to com- 
pile .274, 6, 67 and Jamie Quirk with .261 
backs him up. Baines, who hit three homers in 
one game, is a top DH off .295, 20, 90. 
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SEATTLE MARINERS 
The Seattle Mariners are in a touch-and-go 
situation. They got in touch with their first win- 
ning season in 15 years, then let go of manag- 
er Jim Lefebvre. Later, they got in touch with 
banking and league authorities to indicate 
they'd go to St. Petersburg, FL, if a plan 
couldn’t be worked out to save the financially 
troubled franchise. The Mariners realize only 
$35.5 million in annual revenues, far below the 
league average of $58 million. Furthermore, 
10 players were eligible for salary arbitration 
after their winning season of 83-79. 

Spirits were lifted at the winter meetings, 
however, when the Mariners acquired slugger 
Kevin Mitchell from San Francisco. He aver- 
aged 36 homers a year for the Giants the last 
three seasons. Mitchell cost the Mariners 
three quality relievers in Billy Swift, Mike Jack- 
son, and Dave Burba, but new manager Bill 
Plummer now has a hitter to protect budding 
superstar Ken Griffey Jr. He also inherits an- 
other bopper in Jay Buhner, a potential all-star 
third baseman in Edgar Martinez, and a hand- 
ful of fine pitchers in Brian Holman, Randy 
Johnson, Erik Hanson, and Rich DeLucia. 

General manager Woody Woodward feels 
that in Plummer, who has been with the fran- 
chise in various capacities for all but one of its 
years, he has the right man. "Bill has been 
with our organization for 14 years and knows 
our players and our system better than any- 
one,” Woodward said. Woodward also thinks 
the club can win now with Mitchell. But Plum- 
mer needs a return to health of shoulder-in- 
jured starter Holman and closer Mike School- 
er, who has been inhibited by tendinitis. 

The Mariners are in trouble if Holman’s 
shoulder arthroscopy, which followed elbow 
surgery the previous year, doesn't take care 
of a torn rotator cuff. The injury cut short his 
season at 13-14 with a 3.69 ERA, but he led 
the staff in complete games (5) and shutouts 


(3), and tied in victories. The 6-foot-10 John- 
son and Hanson head the rotation. Johnson 
(13-10), who had a-knee arthroscopically 
cleaned, was only 13 strikeouts behind 
league champion Roger Clemens while pitch- 
ing 70 fewer innings. Unfortunately, a major- 
league-high 152 walks contributed to a 3.98 
ERA. Hanson (8-8, 3.81) missed a few starts 
when he, too, was slowed by an injury (elbow). 
DeLucia led all rookies with 12 victories (13 
losses), but his ERA was 5.09 from having 
allowed a major-league-high 31 homers. The 
Mariners may have a fifth starter in Dave Flem- 
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ing despite his 6.62 ERA in 18 innings. He 
made only 33 pro starts before going up. And 
there's a possibility top 1990 draft choice 
Roger Salkeld could make it off 159 strikeouts 
in 154 Double-A Jacksonville innings. 

Seattle went to a committee bullpen last 
year when Schooler, its all-time saves leader 
(85), couldn't pitch. It did fine with Swift and 
Jackson combining to win eight games and 
save 31. Swift's 1.99 ERA was the best ever 
for a club reliever. Schooler contributed 3-3, 
3.67, and seven saves. With Bill Krueger 
gone, remaining relief will come from Russ 
Swan (6-2, 3.43), Calvin Jones (2-2, 2.53), 
Brent Knackert, Jim Newlin, and Gene Harris. 
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Mitchell (.256, 27, 69 with the Giants) and 
spectacular center fielder Griffey head a po- 
tentially strong offense. Griffey rewrote the 
Mariners’ record book with .327, 42 doubles, 
.527 slugging percentage, 21 intentional 
walks, and three grand-slam home runs to go 
with 22 homers, 100 RBIs, and 18 steals. He 
won't be able to play alongside his father, Ken 
Sr., however. He retired. Junior is supported 
by Martinez (.307, 14, 52) and Buhner, who 
tied the club record for homers, with 27 (.244, 
77 RBI), while batting only 406 times. 

Martinez has developed into a fine third 
baseman. He’s expected to be throwing 
across the infield to another Martinez, Tino, 
who didn't impress in 36 Seattle games (.205) 
after 88 RBIs at Triple-A Calgary. If he’s not 
ready, veteran Pete O'Brien gets the call off 
.248, 17, 88. Second baseman Harold Reyn- 
olds (.254, 3, 57), the middle man in Seattle's 
frequent double plays, led the team with 28 
steals, Shortstop is a question. Omar Vizquel 
was steady afield with only 13 errors, but his 
lack of range and punchless .230 may allow 
Bret Boone, son of Bob and grandson of Ray, 
to move in after 19 Jacksonville homers. Rich 
Amaral and Dave Cochrane, who hit .346 and 
.321, respectively, at Calgary, are in reserve 
with Jeff Schaefer (.250). 

With Mitchell and Buhner in left and right 
and Griffey in center, Greg Briley (.260, 2, 26, 
and 23 steals), former Minnesota Twin Alonzo 
Powell, Patrick Lennon (.329 at Calgary), and 
Henry Cotto (.305, 6, 23) will duel for reserve 
duty. Cotto had shoulder surgery. 

The Mariners aren't concerned with Dave 
Valle's .194, 8, 32. He caught 129 games in 
guiding the young pitchers. Scott Bradley 
(.203) is a valued backup. 
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AMERICAN LEAGUE 


CALIFORNIA ANGELS 
Whitey Herzog went to California to interview 
for the general manager's job with the Angels 
late last season and found a mess. The team 
was about to finish last, the manager had 
been fired, and some of the better players 
were going to be free agents. The only one 
Herzog really knew was new manager Buck 
Rodgers, an adversary when the two were 
managing in the National League. It was good 
enough for him. Herzog signed a lucrative 
multi-year contract, rolled up his sleeves, and 
said, "Let's go!” 

Go where? The Angels were a slow, aging 
club last season with a high payroll. It may 
take some rebuilding, but no, Herzog said he 


isn't into that. “Nobody cares what you're go- 


ing to do in 1995," he stormed. “The fans want 
to know what you're going to do in 1992." The 
fans found out when Herzog gained outtfield- 
ers Von Hayes and Hubie Brooks at the winter 
meetings. 

Whatever the Angels do is apparently going 
to be done the National League way, and that 
means running, bunting, and opposite-field 
hitting. Rodgers, who replaced Doug Rader, 
quickly established "Buckball” with four sto- 
len bases in one game. The team hadn't sto- 
len that many in its previous 29 days com- 
bined. “| like games where we have to exe- 
cute," Rodgers said. 

Herzog and Rodgers can do some execut- 
ing with their big three, left-handed starters 
Mark Langston, Chuck Finley, and Jim Abbott: 
the American League's best-kept secret in 
closer Bryan Harvey, and splendid setup re- 
liever Mark Eichhorn. It's the offense that con- 
cerns them. Dave Parker, age 40, was re- 
leased shortly after Rodgers came in. Dave 
Winfield, who led the team with 28 home runs 
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to gain admission into the lifetime 400 Club, 
was let loose after the season when he had 
just turned 40. Gary Gaetti at 33 seemed to 
have left most of his game’ in Minnesota. 
Lance Parrish at 35 hit under .220. Dick Scho- 
field batted below his .233 career average. 
Luis Polonia was the only one with double dig- 
its in steals, but he was thrown out 23 times. 
Andonandon.,.. 

Hopes for a 1992 first-division finish, then, 
lay on the big shoulders of Langston, Finley, 
and Abbott. Combined, they had a 55-28 re- 
cord for a team that finished 81-81 after being 
half a game out of first in July. One more vic- 
tory between them and the trio would have 
tied Baltimore's 1974 record for most by left- 
ies on the same team. Langston justified a big 
1990 contract by finishing 19-10 with a 3.00 
ERA after 10-17, 4.40 in his first season with 
the Angels. Finley tapered off from a terrific 
start to go 18-9, 3.80. Abbott was 18-10 and 
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2.89, remarkable considering he started 0-4, 
his teammates scored only twice in his last 37 
innings at Anaheim, and the bullpen blew four 
of his leads. With Bert Blyleven's future in 
jeopardy from a second rotator-cuff operation, 
10-game winner Kirk McCaskill gone through 
free agency, and Kyle Abbott traded, the An- 
gels will have to look again at Joe Grahe and 
Scott Lewis. They have a year under their 
belts after suffering through 3-7, 4.81 and 3-5, 
6.27, respectively, as the No. 5 starters. Cliff 
Young (4.26) is in the picture, too. 

Harvey was only 2-4, but he had career 
bests in his league-leading 43 saves, a 1.60 
ERA, 101 strikeouts in 79 innings, and just 17 
walks. Complementing him were Eichhorn 
with 3-3, 1.98 and Scott Bailes with 1-2, 4.18, 
and now there’s Chuck Crim from Milwaukee 
(8-5, 4.63) and Michael Erb. 

There's no problem with Parrish's catching. 
Only two other catchers had better success 
against base stealers. But there is concern 
with his offensive slide. He did hit 19 home 
runs, but had only 51 RBIs. He's now fifth all- 
time among catchers in homers, with 304— 
behind Carlton Fisk, Johnny Bench, Yogi 
Berra, and Gary Carter. Backing him up are 
John Orton and the well-traveled Ron Tingley. 

The infield had much to do with only 102 
errors by the team. The club wasn't certain 
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most of the offseason if it would have first 
baseman Wally Joyner or shortstop Schofield 
(.225, 0 HR, 31 RBI), so they traded with Phila- 
delphia for outfielder Hayes to open up first 
base for Lee Stevens and had Gary DiScar- 
cina ready behind Schofield. Stevens was 
.314 at Edmonton with 19 homers and Di- 
Scarcina .310 at Edmonton. Gaetti is better 
than most third basemen despite .248, 18, 
66—he went 55 games without an error—and 
Luis Sojo (.258, 3, 20) established himself at 
second. In reserve are Donnie Hill (.301, 1, 20) 
and Bobby Rose. 

Hayes and Brooks are supposed to provide 
punch, although Hayes missed much of last 
season with an injury and Brooks made little 
impact with the Mets (.238, 16, 50). Polonia 
improved in left field defensively and just 
missed hitting .300 for the third straight time 
(.296, 2, 50 with 48 steals). Junior Felix has 
some proving to do. The former Blue Jay hit 
.283 but missed two-thirds of the season with 
injuries. Shawn Abner gets another look off 
seven combined homers with the Angels and 
San Diego, where he only hit .165, and John 
Morris (.220 at Philadelphia), 
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MINNESOTA TWINS 

Now what do the Minnestota Twins do, go 
back to the future? They find themselves com- 
ing off a World Series championship, just as 
they did in 1987, but in the desperate position 
of trying to repeat without Jack Morris, who not 
only won 18 games in 247 innings, but was a 
combined 4-0 in the playoffs and World Se- 
ries, Also gone through free agency are left 
fielder Dan Gladden, reserves Al Newman 
and Junior Ortiz, and relievers Steve Bedro- 
sian, Allan Anderson, and Terry Leach. The 
1987 team lost some of its members, too, in- 
cluding Frank Viola, Bert Blyleven, and Tom 
Brunansky. 

So, what's next? Wait a few minutes and GM 
Andy MacPhail and manager Tom Kelly will 
think of something. They usually do. Last year, 
they signed Morris, Mike Pagliarulo, and Chili 
Davis, and look what happened. “For the front 
office, this season was probably more satisfy- 
ing than '87," MacPhail said. 

The plan this year is for Kelly to fill the losses 
of veterans with homegrown products like 
pitchers Paul Abbott, Willie Banks, Denny 
Neagle, and Mike Trombley and outfielder Pe- 
dro Munoz. Fortunately, most of the hitters 
who led the major leagues with a .280 average 
are back (Davis, Kirby Puckett, Shane Mack, 
Kent Hrbek, Rookie of the Year Chuck Knob- 
lauch), along with Scott Erickson and Kevin 
Tapani, who combined for 36 victories, and 
standout closer Rick Aguilera (42 saves). 

The pitchers are young and eager to make 
up for the loss of Morris. Keeping Erickson 
healthy is important. He was one of four 20- 
game winners in the major leagues last sea- 
son (20-8, 3.18 ERA), but almost didn’t make it 
because of an elbow strain. And the Twins 
hope Tapani (16-9, 2.99) isn't damaged from 
a rough postseason (6.05 ERA). There's a 
dropoff from Erickson-Tapani to David West 
and Mark Guthrie (7-5, 4.32). Now is the time 
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for West to pitch more consistently than 4-4, 
4.54. The door is open, too, for Abbott (3-1, 
4.75), Banks (9-8 at Triple-A Portland), Neagle 
(9-4, 3.27 at Portland), and Trombley (12-7, 
2.54 at Double-A Orlando). Tom Edens is 
looking to get in off 10-7, 3.01 at Portland, as 
is George Tsamis. Rising quickly is 21-year- 
old Pat Mahomes, described by Kelly as “a 
mirror image of Erickson.” 

To get the game's last outs to Aguilera, 
pitching coach Dick Such has to find setup 
men to replace Bedrosian and Leach. He will 
sift between some of the starters and Carl Wil- 
lis (8-3, 2.63), a playoff hero, plus Bob Kipper 
(2-2, 4.65 with Pittsburgh), Gary Wayne (2.79 
ERA at Portland), and Ron Wassenaar. Agui- 
lera will take it from there. His 42 saves (4-5 
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record, 2.35 ERA) were based mainly on a 
.183 average by opponents, who hit only three 
home runs. 

Although he has defensive shortcomings, 
Brian Harper was re-signed as a free agent. 
Catchers with a .300 average are hard to find. 
Harper was .311 with 10 home runs and 69 
RBIs. With Ortiz gone as Erickson’s personal 
catcher, Lenny Webster (.252 at Portland) 
moves up with Derek Parks on the outside rail. 

Gladden's void at leadoff probably will be 
filled by right fielder Mack (.310, 18, 74), who 
should be able to improve upon 13 steals. 
Puckett with a Gold Glove in center field fol- 
lowed a .319 regular season of 15 homers and 
89 RBIs with .517 in the Series victory over the 
Atlanta Braves. Taking over Gladden's spot in 
left is Munoz, 23, who was left off the postsea- 
son roster despite .316 at Portland and .283 
with the Twins. Munoz has a strong arm and is 
expected to improve his power. Randy Bush 
(.303, 6, 23) again has to be content with be- 
ing one of baseball's better reserves. Jarvis 
Brown may be kept for late-game speed. 

Knoblauch at second and Scott Leius at 
third base, as Pagliarulo’s backup, represent 
anew wave in the infield. They fit with Hrbek at 
first and Greg Gagne at shortstop. Knoblauch 
not only hit .281 and stole 25 bases (1 HR, 50 
RB!) but filled a defensive hole. Leius (.286, 5, 
20) will have to watch behind Pagliarulo, who 
wrote postseason headlines with timely 
homers. Hrbek had a nice regular season 
(.284, 20, 89) but like Tapani has some mak- 
ing up to do for poor postseason play (.128). 
Gagne (.265, 8, 42)—and just nine errors— 
remains one of the league’s underrated. Gene 
Larkin (.286, 2, 19) backs up Hrbek and is 
outfield help. Paul Sorrento (.308 at Portland) 
is behind Hrbek, too. Terry Jorgensen may 
replace swingman Newman. A trimmed-down 
Davis defends his Designated Hitter of the 
Year Award (.277, 29, 93). 
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KANSAS CITY ROYALS 

Last year, it was Life Without Bo for the Kan- 
sas City Royals. This year, it's Life Without 
Bret... and Danny. 

The Royals improved seven games in 1991, 
which started in doubt with the release of Bo 
Jackson from his football-induced hip injury 
and the firing of manager John Wathan. But 
once everyone was accustomed to new man- 
ager Hal McRae, a member of their own Hall 
of Fame, the Royals became accustomed to 
winning again. They went from last place and 
six games under .500 late in May to being 
contenders in August before fading again to 
two games over. 

But then came the dramatic trade of ace 
pitcher Bret Saberhagen to the New York 
Mets and the departure of free-agent slugger 
Danny Tartabull, and suddenly it’s a whole 
new ball game. In their places are first base- 
man Wally Joyner, who starred at California; 
hitters Kevin McReynolds, Gregg Jefferies, 
and Keith Miller from the New York Mets; 
catcher Bob Melvin from Baltimore, and out- 
fielder Chris Gwynn from Los Angeles. “| feel 
fortunate that in my first full season | have a 
chance to win,” McRae said. 

Winning without Saberhagen, who won two 
Cy Young Awards and last season threw a no- 
hitter, is going to be sticky. The Royals were 
only sixth in league ERA (3.92) while Saberha- 
gen was 3.07. They were, however, only 
eighth in runs scored and lost Tartabull’s 31 
home runs and 100 RBis. 

The Royals have a lot of work to do with their 
pitching under new coach Gus Hansen, who, 


ironically, signed Saberhagen. They're bank- 
ing on Mark Gubicza coming all the way back 
from August, 1990 rotator-cuff surgery. 
They're also hoping for a few more good years 
from Mike Boddicker and the continued de- 
velopment of Kevin Appier and Luis Aquino. 
Gubicza had the rotation's worst numbers (9- 
12, 5.68), but the Royals were pleased with his 
progress despite losses in seven of his last 
nine starts. Boddicker, a double-digit winner 
since 1983, was 12-12 with 4.08 in his first 
Royals season and Appier 13-10, 3.42. 
Aquino's 4-1 record and 1.09 ERA in July en 
route to 8-4, 3.44 allowed McRae to use Tom 
Gordon in relief. 

The Royals should be strong in the bullpen. 
Jeff Montgomery developed into a fine closer 


JEFF 


MONTGOMERY 


with 4-4, 2.90 and success in 33 of 39 save 
opportunities. It will be Hansen's job to 
straighten out former stopper Mark Davis (6-3, 
4.45). There's little doubt about Gordon (9-14, 
3.87), a reliable swing man, After him there 
are Mike Magnante (0-1, 2.45), Joel Johnston 
(0.40 ERA in 22 innings), Wes Gardner, and 
waiver claims Alex Sanchez from Toronto and 
Rusty Meacham from Detroit. 

Offensively, veterans George Brett and Kirk 
Gibson are left to assimilate with the newcom- 
ers. It's not likely Brett and Gibson, who will be 
39 and 35, respectively, in May, will come 
close to their career years of the mid-1980s. 
Brett faded from a league batting champion- 
ship of .329 in 1990 to .255 with 10 home runs, 
61 RBis, and a partial knee-ligament tear, and 
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Gibson floundered at .236, 16, 55. Brett is 
strictly a designated hitter now and Gibson 
with his leg ailments concedes he's only good 
for facing right-handed pitchers. 

Enter Joyner, McReynolds, and Jefferies as 
the new kids on the block. Joyner sparkled for 
the Angels last season with .301, 21, 96. 
McReynolds’s RBI numbers went down the 
last four years to just 74 last season with a 
.259 average and 16 homers. Jefferies, who 
was under a microscope in New York, may 
flourish under McRae after hitting a nonde- 
script .272 (9, 62) with the Mets. Miller can hit 
for average (.280) but lacks power (2, 24). 
Gwynn hopes to play himself out of older 
brother Tony's shadow. He was .252 as a part- 
time Dodger. 

It appears then that McRae's son, Brian, will 
have to produce more. It’s a big responsibility 
for the 24-year-old. In his first full season, he 
hit .264 with eight homers, 62 RBIs, and a 
team-high 20 steals. The center fielder, 
McRae is flanked by McReynolds in right and 
Gibson and Gary Thurman (.277, 2, 13) in left. 
Gwynn, Harvey Pulliam (.257 at Triple-A Oma- 
ha), and David Clark will vie for reserve. 

McRae Sr., who wasn't afraid to disrupt the 
infield last year by benching third baseman 
Kevin Seitzer and shortstop Kurt Stillwell for 
Bill Pecota and rookie David Howard, will start 
Jefferies at third base (Pecota went to the 
Mets) and Miller at second. Stillwell, who had 
a streak of 65 errorless innings but has knee 
problems, is expected to regain shortstop off 
.265, 6, 51. Howard (.216) will back up at short 
and second. Seitzer (.265, 1, 25) and Terry 
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Shumpert (.216, 5, 34) are in limbo. Injuries 
have held back first basemen Jeff Conine 
(wrist) and Bob Hamelin (back). 

Mike Macfarlane’s return from torn knee lig- 
aments is vital to the catching department. He 
was off to his finest season with 13 homers 
and 39 RBIs before the July injury. The addi- 
tion of Melvin (.250, 1, 23 with the Orioles) 
allows time for Brent Mayne (.251, 3, 31) and 
Tim Spehr (.189, 3, 14) to mature. 
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Atlanta Braves vs. Pittsburgh Pirates 


The Pittsburgh Pirates suc- 
cessfully defended their 

Eastern championship 

and thus became the 
first National League 

team to repeat as divi- 

sion winners since 1977-— 
78, when the Los Angeles 
Dodgers and the Philadelphia 

Phillies both accomplished the 

feat. First in batting and second in 
pitching in the league, the Pirates posted the 
best record in baseball in reaching the 
championship series for the eighth time. 

The Atlanta Braves, with 
the poorest record in the 
majors in 1990, improved by 
29 games and became the 
first National League team 
to rise from Jast to first, win- 
ning their third Western title 
and first in nine years. After being 9 games 
behind at the All-Star break, the Braves 
capped a remarkable reversal by clinching 
the division on the penultimate day of the 
season. 

The Braves then made an even more dra- 
matic comeback in the championship se- 
fies, overtaking the Pirates in seven games 
by shutting them out in the final two in Pitts- 
burgh. The heart of the Pittsburgh offense 
(Andy Van Slyke, Bobby Bonilla, and Barry 
Bonds), which drove in 299 runs during the 
season, combined for three RBIs against At- 
lanta—all by the third inning of the opener. 
Steve Avery, who won Games 2 and 6 for the 
Braves by 1-0 scores, was the Most Valu- 
able Player. 


GAME 1 Pittsburgh 5, Atlanta 1 

In a meeting of Cy Young Award winners 
past and future, Pittsburgh’s Doug Drabek 
(15-14, 3.07), the 1990 recipient, prevailed 
over Tom Glavine (20-11, 2.55), who would 
accept the '91 award in November. Drabek, 
who lost six of his first seven decisions last 
spring, shut out the Braves on three hits over 
six innings. He was forced to leave the game 
when he injured his left hamstring while at- 
tempting to stretch a double into a triple. His 
replacement, Bob Walk, preserved the lead 
but not the shutout, surrendering a home run 
to Dave Justice in the ninth. 

Andy Van Slyke provided all the offense 
the Pirates would need with a solo home run 
in the first inning and an RBI double and run 
(via a Bobby Bonilla single) in the third. Dra- 
bek doubled home Steve Buechele in the 
sixth, but he couldn't continue after sliding 
hard into third base. Pittsburgh collected its 
fifth run in the eighth on.a single by Bonilla, a 
walk to Barry Bonds, a groundout, and a 
sacrifice fly by Jose Lind, 


ltantas attr seston 000 000 001— 1 5 1 
Pittsburgh .......6.00 102 001 Oix— 5 8 1 
Glavine, Wohlers (7), Stanton (8), and Olson; 
Drabek, Walk (7), and Slaught. W-Drabek, 
S-Walk, L-Glavine. HR-Van Slyke, Justice. 


GAME 2 Atlanta 1, Pittsburgh 0 

Swept in its previous league championship 
appearances in 1969 and ’82, Atlanta won 
for the first time behind 21-year-old Steve 
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Avery (18-8, 3.38) to even the series at a 
victory apiece, The left-hander, who in his 
first full year in the majors had already beat- 
en the Pirates twice during the regular sea- 
son, scattered six hits and struck out nine 
before handing the game over to Alejandro 
Pena in the ninth inning. 

Pittsburgh left-hander Zane Smith (16-10, 
3.20), a one-time member of the Braves’ 
staff, matched Avery for the first five innings. 
In the top of the sixth, Dave Justice led off 
with a single. One out later he advanced to 
second on a grounder to 
third. Mark Lemke then 
hita bouncer down the 

line that hopped over 

the glove of third base- 
man Steve Buechele and 
into left field as Justice raced 
home with the game’s only run. 
The Pirates threatened in the ninth. Bobby 
Bonilla led off with a double. After Barry 
Bonds popped up to shortstop, Atlanta man- 
ager Bobby Cox summoned Pena from the 
bullpen. Acquired from the New York Mets 
on August 29, Pena won two games for the 
Braves and was successful on all 11 of his 
save opportunities. He promptly wild- 
pitched Bonilla to third before retiring Bue- 
chele on a comebacker and pinch hitter 
Curtis Wilkerson on a called third strike. 


AUGNIENAY =<: .ctecssecren’? 000 001 000— 180 
Pittsburgh .........00 000 000 00O— 06 0 
Avery, Pena (9), and Olson; Smith, Mason 
(8), Belinda (9), and Slaught. W-Avery, S- 
Pena, L-Smith. 


GAME 3 Atlanta 10, Pittsburgh 3 

The championship series moved to Atlanta, 
where the Braves had won all six games in 
1991 against the Pirates, the major leagues’ 
best road team. Atlanta made it seven in a 
row with a decisive victory. 

The starting pitchers were John Smiley 
(20-8, 3.08) and John Smoltz (14-13, 3.80). 
Smiley, one of two 20-game winners (with 
Tom Glavine) in the National League, experi- 
enced a happy change of fortune from the 
previous year, when he had a sub-.500 mark 
(9-10). He was the Pirates’ most dependable 
starter in the stretch run, winning seven con- 
secutive games. Smoltz made a-more re- 
markable turnaround at midseason, when 
his record stood at 2-11. His revival, during 
which he won 12 of 14 decisions, coincided 
with that of the Braves, who were 912 games 
out of first place at the All-Star break. 
Smoltz’s complete-game victory over Hous- 
ton clinched the N.L. West for Atlanta. 

Orlando Merced hammered the first pitch 
Smoltz threw in the postseason for a home 
run and a short-lived lead for the Pirates. 
The Braves nailed Smiley for four runs in the 
bottom of the inning on consecutive two-out 
doubles by Ron Gant, Dave Justice, and Bri- 
an Hunter and a home run by Greg Olson. 
The Braves added single runs in the sec- 
ond, third, and seventh innings. They put the 
game out of reach on a three-run homer by 
ex-Pirate Sid Bream after he had been in- 
serted in a double switch with reliever Ale- 
jandro Pena in the eighth. 


Pittsburgh ........... 100 100 100— 3102 
Atlanta ........... 411 000 130— 10 110 
Smiley, Landrum (3), Patterson (4), Kipper 
(6), Rodriguez (8), and LaValliere, Slaught; 
Smoltz, Stanton (7), Wohlers (8), Pena (8), 
and Olson. W-Smoltz, S-Pena, L-Smiley. HR- 
Merced, Olson, Bell, Gant, Bream. 


GAME 4 Pittsburgh 3, Atlanta 2 

In winning in Atlanta for the first time since 
1990, Pittsburgh evened the championship 
series at two victories apiece. 

Atlanta jumped to an early lead with a pair 
of first-inning runs on a double by Lonnie 
Smith, a groundout, and consecutive sin- 
gles by Dave Justice, Brian Hunter, and 
Greg Olson. But Randy Tomlin (8-7, 2.98), 
with relief help frorn Bob Walk and Stan Be- 
linda, shut out the Braves the rest of the way. 
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Barry Bonds batted just .148 in the 
N.L.C.S.; Mike LaValliere's home run won 
Game 4 for the Pirates. 


ca 


The Pirates cut the lead in half in the sec- 
ond against Charlie Leibrandt (15-13, 3.49), 
the only Atlanta starting pitcher with post- 
season experience (Cincinnati in 1979 and 
Kansas City in 1984-85), on a walk to Bobby 
Bonilla, a single by Steve Buechele, and a 
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double by Don Slaught. They added an un- 
earned run in the fifth on two-out singles by 
Gary Redus and Jay Bell and a throwing 
error by right fielder Justice. 

The game remained tied until the tenth 
inning, when Kent Mercker walked Andy 
Van Slyke, who stole second and scored on 
pinch hitter Mike LaValliere’s single against 
reliever Mark Wohlers. 


Pittsburgh.........010 010 000 1— 3 11 1 
Atlanta ............ 200 000 000 0O— 2 71 
Tomlin, Walk (7), Belinda (9), and Slaught, 
LaValliere; Leibrandt, Clancy (7), Stanton 
(8), Mercker (10), Wohlers (10), and Olson. 
W-Belinda, L-Mercker. 


GAME 5 Pittsburgh 1, Atlanta 0 

Zane Smith, working on three days rest in 
place of the injured Doug Drabek, and Rog- 
er Mason extended Atlanta’s scoreless 
streak to 18 innings as the Pirates moved 
within one victory of their first pennant since 
1979. But it was the Braves' failure to exe- 
cute at bat and on the bases that had as 
much to do with the outcome. 

The Braves loaded the bases with one out 
in the second when pitcher Tom Glavine 
missed a two-strike suicide-squeeze bunt 
and Brian Hunter was trapped for the inning- 
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ending double play. In the fourth, Dave Jus- 
tice, whose ill-advised throw in Game 4 en- 
abled the Pirates to tie the score and eventu- 
ally the series, reached second on an error 
by Gary Redus. He appeared to score on 
Mark Lemke'’s subsequent single, but was 
called out for missing third base. 

An inning later, the Pirates got their run on 
a walk to Steve Buechele and singles by 


Don Slaught and Jose Lind. 
Pittsburgh ...........0. 000 010 000— 162 
Atlanta... 000 000 000— 09 1 


Smith, Mason (8), and Slaught; Glavine, 
Pena (9), and Olson. W-Smith, S-Mason, L- 
Glavine. 


GAME 6 Atlanta 1, Pittsburgh 0 
Steve Avery extended his playoff-record 
shutout streak to 16’ innings while his At- 
lanta teammates ended their own scoreless 
string at 26 innings with a run in the ninth for 
a 1-0 victory that evened the series. 
Pittsburgh starter Doug Drabek, who 
threw six shutout innings before departing 


The Braves’ Ron Gant (left) scored the only 
run in Game 6; Doug Drabek ran himself out 
of Game 1; Greg Olson hit a two-run homer 
in Game 3. 
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with a base-running injury in Game 1, held 
the Braves in check until the ninth. With one 
out, he walked: Ron Gant, who stole his 
N.L.C.S.-record sixth base and then scored 
ona double by Greg Olson. 

The Pirates had their best scoring oppor- 
tunity in the bottom of the ninth. Gary Var- 
sho, batting for Drabek, singled off reliever 
Alejandro Pena. He advanced to second on 
a sacrifice by Orlando Merced and, follow- 
ing a popup by Jay Bell, to third on a wild 
pitch. But Pena caught Andy Van Slyke look- 
ing at a third strike for his 14th save in as 
many opportunities with the Braves. 


Atlantacactnistenisss 000 000 001— 170 
Pittsburgh ...........6 000 000 0(00O— 040 
Avery, Pena (9), and Olson; Drabek and 
Slaught. W-Avery, S-Pena, L-Drabek. 


GAME 7 Atlanta 4, Pittsburgh 0 
The Braves, behind John Smoltz, shut out 
the Pirates for the second night in a row and 
won their first pennant in Atlanta. 

John Smiley, the Pittsburgh starter who 
lasted but two innings in Game 3, was inef- 
fective again, surrendering three runs be- 
fore departing in the first inning. Lonnie 
Smith led off the game with a walk, went to 
third on a single by Terry Pendleton, and 
scored on a sacrifice fly by Ron Gant. Dave 
Justice struck out but Brian Hunter hit a 
home run. Hunter added an RBI double in 
the fifth to close out the scoring. 


Atlanta tnsiesvsniersvcccs 300 010 000— 461 
Pittsburgh... 000 000 000— 06 0 
Smoltz and Olson; Smiley, Walk (1), Mason 
(6), Belinda (8), and LaValliere. W-Smoltz, L- 
Smiley. HR-Hunter. 


Atlanta's Steve Avery tossed a record 1614 
scoreless innings and was named MVP of 
the N.L.C.S. 
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Merced, Redus 2. WP—Pena 2, Stanton. BK—Walk. Umpires—Davidson, DeMuth, Froeming, Gregg, Harvey, Pulli, T— 
Game 1, 2:51. Game 2, 2:46. Game 3, 3;21. Game 4, 3:43, Game 5, 2:51. Game 6, 3:09. Game 7, 3:04. A—Game 1, 
57,347. Game 2, 57,533. Game 3, 50,905. Game 4, 51,109. Game 5, 51,109. Game 6, 54,508. Game 7, 46,932. 
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The Minnesota Twins ended the Oak- 
land Athletics’ three-year reign as 
J champions of the West for the fourth division 
title in their history. First in the American 
League in batting and second in pitching 
and fielding, the Twins, with the best home 
record in the league, improved by 21 games 
and became the first team ever to advance 
from last place to first in one year. 

The Toronto Blue Jays captured their third 
Eastern title and their second in the last 
three years. The only team in the majors with 
a winning record in. each of the past five 
seasons, Toronto shook up its roster last 
winter, trading for outfielders Joe Carter and 
Devon White and second baseman Roberto 
Alomar after losing slugger George Bell to 
free agency. The Blue Jays featured the top 
pitching staff and road mark in the American 
League. They also enjoyed the best support 
in baseball, drawing an unprecedented 
four million fans in 81 home dates. 

In the first championship series 
to be played indoors, the teams 
split the first two games at the 
Minneapolis Metrodome be- 
fore the Twins swept the Blue 
Jays in their SkyDome for their 
third pennant. Center fielder Kir- 
by Puckett, who batted .429 for 
Minnesota and led ail players with 
two home runs and six RBls, was 
named the MVP. 


GAME 1 Minnesota 5, Toronto 4 

The series opened in the Metrodome, where 
Minnesota had enjoyed a 51-30 advantage 
during the season. That home-field edge, 
however, did not extend over Toronto, which 
won four of six games there and eight of 12 
overall against the Twins. Nevertheless, 
Minnesota scored five runs in the first three 
innings and held on to win, 5-4. 

The starting pitchers were Tom Candiotti 
(13-13, 2.65), who was acquired in June by 
Toronto from Cleveland to replace the in- 
jured Dave Stieb, and Jack Morris (18-12, 
3.43), a Minnesota native who signed as a 
free agent with the Twins after 13 years and 
four playoff and World Series appearances 
with Detroit. 


EAGUE 


AMERICAN 


Minnesota Twins vs. Toronto Blue Jays 


In his first postseason game, Candiotti 
yielded turf singles to Dan Gladden and 
Chuck Knoblauch in the first inning. He 
struck out Kirby Puckett and retired Kent 
Hrbek on a fly to center that advanced Glad- 
den to third base. Knoblauch then stole sec- 
ond and scored behind Gladden on a single 
by Chili Davis, another free-agent 
signee, who produced career 
highs in homers (29) and runs 
batted in (93). 

The Twins added a pair of 
runs in their next at baton an 
infield hit and stolen base 
by Shane Mack and singles 
by Greg Gagne, Gladden, 
and Knoblauch. They 
chased Candiotti an inning lat- 
er on a walk and stolen base by 
Davis and a double (misjudged by 
right fielder Joe Carter) by Mack. 

The Blue Jays began to peck away at 
the lead inthe fourth. Roberto Alo- 
mar opened with a single and Joe 

Carter followed with a double to 

the center-field fence, But a re- 

lay from Puckett to Gagne to 
catcher Brian Harper cut down 

Alomar at home, with Carter 

moving to third, whence he 
scored when John Olerud ground- 

ed out. 

The Jays added three runs in the 
sixth. Devon White singled with one out, sec- 
ond baseman Knoblauch lost Alomar's pop- 
up in the lights, and Carter singled to load 
the bases. Olerud singled for one run and 
Kelly Gruber singled for two more. Carl Willis 
then replaced Morris and retired Candy Mal- 
donado on a fly to left and Rance Mulliniks 
on a grounder fo third. 


NOVO Oarieciscarnitoes a 000 103 000— 4 93 
Minnesota..,.......... 221 000 00x— 5 11 0 
Candiotti, Wells (3), Timlin (6), and Borders; 
Morris, Willis (6), Aguilera (8), and Harper, 
Ortiz. W-Morris, S-Aguilera, L-Candiotti. 


GAME 2 Toronto 5, Minnesota 2 
Toronto evened the championship series at 
a game apiece with a 5-2 victory behind the 
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poised Juan Guzman (10-3, 2.99), who 
picked up in the postseason where he had 
left off in a remarkable rookie summer. Pro- 
moted in June from Triple-A Syracuse, 
where he had a losing mark, Guzman 
dropped his first two major league starts and 
then reeled off a club-record 10 straight tri- 
umphs. The Twins countered with Kevin Ta- 
pani (16-9, 2.99), who went 15 starts 
without a loss at one point during the 
season. 
For the second time, the tone 
was set by the top of the order. 
In the opener, Dan Gladden 
and Chuck Knoblauch each 
collected two hits and a run for 
Minnesota; in Game 2, Devon 
White and Roberto Alomar com- 
bined for four hits and four runs in 

Toronto’s victory. The Blue Jays 
scored in their first at bat on a single 

and stolen base by White, a sacrifice by 
Alomar, and a single by Joe Carter. They 
increased their lead to 3-0 in the third on a 
ground-rule double by White, an infield hit 
by Alomar, and a two-out broken-bat single 
by Kelly Gruber, 

The Twins scored a run in the bottom of 
the third on a two-out single by Knoblauch, a 
wild pitch, and a single by Kirby Puckett. 
Knoblauch scored again in the sixth after he 
walked, went to second on a groundout, and 
came home on a single by Brian Harper. 

Toronto collected its final two runs in the 
seventh. After a walk to Manny Lee, Steve 
Bedrosian replaced Tapani. White walked 
and Alomar singled, with Lee scoring on an 
error by Shane Mack in right field. Carter 
then hit a sacrifice fly to deliver White. 


TOLOMIGt ase seceeeesets 102 000 200— 5 90 
Minnesota............. 001 001 000— 2 51 
Guzman, Henke (6), Ward (8), and Borders; 
Tapani, Bedrosian (7), Guthrie (7), and 
Harper. W-Guzman, S-Ward, L-Tapani. 


The series shifted to the SkyDome in Toron- 
to, where the visiting Twins rallied for a 3-2 
victory in 10 innings. 

Scott Erickson (20-8, 3.18), in his first full 
season, was one of just four 20-game win- 
ners in 1991. He ran off 12 victories in a row 
before a sore elbow disabled him in July, 


Roberto Alomar slid past Brian Harper for 
Toronto’s third run in Game 2. A.L.C.S. MVP 
Kirby Puckett (above) 
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then recovered and finished impressively, 
defeating the Blue Jays on the final week- 
end. Erickson surrendered a pair of runs in 
the first inning of his postseason debut on a 
homer by Joe Carter, a walk to John Olerud, 
an infield hit by Kelly Gruber, and a double 
by Candy Maldonado—all with two out. He 
escaped further damage in the fourth de- 
spite walking the first two batters. When he 
walked Roberto Alomar to open the fifth, 
Erickson was replaced by David West, one 
of four relievers who would shut out the Jays 
on two hits over the final six innings. : 

Minnesota had cut the lead in half in the 
top of the fifth against left-hander Jimmy Key 
(16-12, 3.05), one of two major leaguers with 
at least 12 victories in each of the past seven 
seasons (Frank Viola is the other). Shane 
Mack tripled off the right-field wall, against 
which Joe Carter jammed his right ankie in 
an attempt to make a leaping catch. Mack 
got a quick jump on Kent Hrbek's subse- 
quent grounder to second and slid home 
ahead of the throw from Alomar, The Twins 
tied the game an inning later. Chuck Knob- 
lauch doubled and raced home on a single 
by Kirby Puckett, sliding headfirst and evad- 
ing the tag of catcher Pat Borders. 

The score remained tied until the tenth, 
when Mike Pagliarulo, batting for Scott 
Leius, hit a home run off Mike Timlin. Rick 
Aguilera set down the Blue Jays in order in 
the bottom of the inning to record his second 
save, with Mark Guthrie the winning pitcher. 


Minnesota........... 000 011 000 1i—- 3 7 0 
TOFOntOs asec severe 200 000: 000 0O— 251 


Erickson, West (5), Willis (7), Guthrie (9), 
Aguilera (10), and Ortiz, Harper; Key, Wells 
(7), Henke (8), Timlin (10), and Borders. W- 
Guthrie, S-Aguilera, L-Timlin. HR-Carter, 
Pagliarulo. 
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GAME 4 Minnesota 9, Toronto 3 
Pitching after three days of rest, Minnesota's 
Jack Morris scattered nine hits over eight 
innings and picked up his second victory of 
the series. He surrendered a run-scoring 
single in the second and double in the sixth 
to Pat Borders, but received plenty of offen- 
sive support in between. 

The Twins collected four runs off Todd 
Stottlemyre (15-8, 3.78) in the fourth on a 
home run by Kirby Puckett, a double by Chili 
Davis, a walk to Shane Mack, a single by 
Mike Pagliarulo, a hit batsman (Greg 
Gagne), and a single by Dan Gladden. They 
added five more runs against Toronto's bull- 
pen in the final four innings to put the game 
out of reach. 

Toronto right fielder Joe Carter, hobbled 
by an ankle he injured in Game 3, was limit- 
ed to duty as the DH and went hitless in five 
at bats, striking out three times and strand- 
ing five runners in scoring position. 


Minnesota............. 000 402 111— 9 13 1 
Te) fa) gl ic pee epee 010 001 001i— 3 11 2 


Morris, Bedrosian (9), and Harper; Stottle- 
myre, Wells (4), Acker (6), Timlin (7), Mac- 
Donald (9), and Borders. W-Morris, L-Stott- 
lemyre. HR-Puckett. 


GAME 5 Minnesota 8, Toronto 5 

The Twins completed a sweep of the Blue 
Jays at the SkyDome and captured their 
second pennant in five years. 

Kirby Puckett, the Most Valuable Player of 
the championship series, put the Twins 
ahead with a solo home run in the first in- 
ning, then broke a 5-5 score in the eighth 


Joe Carter (bottom right) scoring for Toronto 
in Game 1 and Dan Gladden for Minnesota 
in Game 5; Toronto’s Rob Ducey leaps 

for Mike Pagliarulo’s homer in Game 3 

Kent Hrbek (below) 
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Play the greatest game 
for baseball fans since 
baseball! 


Use the ONLY stat 
service run by the 
people who created 
Rotisserie® Baseball! 


FOR FREE RULE and 
STAT SERVICE INFO: 


Rotisserie® League Stats 
370 Seventh Ave., Su. 312S 


New York, N.Y. 10001 
or Call: 212-695-3463 


Fast. Timely. 
Accurate. Reliable. 


HOOKED ON 
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Do you have an insatiable desire 
for accurate and timely stats? 


The USA TODAY Sports Center 
has the cure. Foras little as $4.00 
a week plus online time ($9.95 
monthly minimum), we provide 
stats by team or individual player 
and situational stats for every MLB 


player. Stats are updated daily 
and compatible with most fan- 
tasy baseball software. Stats for 
every minor league player up- 
dated weekly. 


1-800-826-9688 Ext 49 


or 1-919-855-3491 (outside US) 
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CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES 
with a run-scoring single. The bullpen was 
the difference for the second straight time. 
Toronto's yielded four runs in the last four 
innings while three Minnesota relievers shut 
out the Blue Jays on one hit, with Rick Agui- 
lera picking up his third save. Neither start- 
ing pitcher, Tom Candiotti of Toronto and 
Kevin Tapani of Minnesota, was involved in 
the decision. Candiotti allowed nine hits and 
four runs in five inings, but he was victimized 
by two passed balls and an error by catcher 
Pat Borders and two stolen bases. 

The Twins got their second run in the sec- 
ond inning on two singles (Chili Davis and 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS BATTING 


Shane Mack) sandwiched around a strike- 
out and two passed balls. Tapani saw his 
lead disappear in the third on three singles 
(Manny Lee, Devon White, and Roberto Alo- 
mar), a double (Joe Carter), and a ground- 
out (John Olerud). Toronto increased its 
lead to 5-2 an inning later on a single by Lee, 
a single and stolen base by Mookie Wilson, 
a walk to White, and a single by Alomar. 
Leading off the sixth for the Twins, Mack 
singled, stole second, and went to third on a 
single by Mike Pagliarulo. Mike Timlin re- 
placed Candiotti. Greg Gagne fouled out 
and Dan Gladden grounded to third base- 
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DP—Toranto 5, Minnesota 3, LOB—Toronte 35, Minnesota 38. E-Borders 2. Gruber 3, Lee, Timlin, Mack, Harper, 


Gagne 2. Umpires—Barnett, Johnson, Roe, Welke, Reill 
; son, ’ , ly. MeKean, T—Game 1, 3:17. Game 2, 3:02. Game 3, 3:36 
Game 4, 3:15. Game 5, 3:29, A-Game 1, 54,766. Game 2, 54816; Game 3.51,454. Game 4.51,526 Game 5. 51,425, 
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man Kelly Gruber, whose throw home was 
wide. Mack slid across the plate as Borders 
tagged him with the wrong hand. Chuck 
Knoblauch followed with a double to tie the 
score. Two innings later, the Twins untied it 
onatwo-out single and stolen base by Glad- 
den, a walk to Knoblauch, and singles by 
Puckett and Kent Hrbek. 


Minnesota............. 110 003 030— 8 14 2 
TOFONTO\<scsasssensmrasrs 003 200 000— 5 91 
Tapani, West (5), Willis (8), Aguilera (9), and 
Harper, Ortiz; Candiotti, Timlin (6), Ward (6), 
Wells (8), and Borders. W-West, S-Aguilera, 
L-Ward. HR-Puckett. 


Rick Aquilera had three saves for the Twins 
in the championship series. Scott Erickson 
(bottom) of Minnesota 
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TODAY'S BASEBALL GAME!! 
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>home run frequency in 7 locations >collisions, injuries, blown calls 
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COMING THIS SPRING! 

PURSUE THE PENNANT PC BASEBALL VERSION 4.0 
Computer manager, autoplay, and many more new features that you've wanted. 
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Call or write now for entry details! © 
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PURSUE THE PENNANT 
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GREENSBORO, NC 27419 
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It was the hit of the 
Series, in Game 4, but 
Lonnie Smith was out 

at home when Minnesota 
catcher Brian Harper 
held the ball. 


SERIES RECAP 


For symbolic purposes, the 88th World 
Series should have been played in 
Phoenix, for it featured two teams which rose 
in storybook fashion from the ashes of last 
place in 1990. The Minnesota Twins dis- 
placed Oakland from its perch atop the 
American League for their second title in five 
years and the Atlanta Braves soared above 
the National League field for the first time 
since 1958. 

The Twins outlasted the Braves in seven 
games, five of which were decided by one 
run and four in the final at bat. The teams 
gave meaning to the term “home-field ad- 
vantage,” with the host winning every game 
for only the second time in World Series his- 
tory. (The first was in 1987, when Minnesota 
defeated St. Louis.) Given those circum- 
stances, it was only fitting that a hometown 
hero, St. Paul native Jack Morris, who per- 
mitted just three earned runs in 23 innings 
and won Games 7 and 7, be named the 
Most Valuable Player. 


GAME 1 Minnesota 5, Atlanta 2 

Minnesota, with the best home record in the 
American League, continued its mastery in 
the Metrodome with an opening-game tri- 
umph. Jack Morris, who had two victories in 
the championship series (and two in the 
1984 World Series for Detroit), limited the 
Braves to five singles and two runs—both 
driven in by Ron Gant—before exiting in the 
eighth inning. Dan Gladden (walk and stolen 
base) and Chuck Knoblauch (single) staked 
Morris to a lead in the third inning and Greg 
Gagne chased Atlanta starter Charlie Lei- 
brandt with a three-run homer in the fifth. 
Kent Hrbek added a solo home run an in- 
ning later. 


GAME 2 Minnesota 3, Atlanta 2 

The Twins capitalized on a fielding misplay 
by the Braves for two runs in the first inning 
and on Scott Leius’s home run in the eighth 
for their second World Series victory in as 
many nights and their sixth straight in the 
Metrodome. 

Dan Gladden led off the home half of the 
first with a pop-up to short right field. Atlanta 
second baseman Mark Lemke drifted back 
to make the catch, but right fielder Dave 
Justice bumped him from behind to jar the 
ball loose as Gladden hustled to second 
base. Left-hander Tom Glavine, the first 20- 
game winner for the Braves since Phil Niekro 
in 1979, then walked Chuck Knoblauch. Kir- 
by Puckett grounded into a double play and 
Chili Davis homered. 

The Braves got one run back in their next 
at bat against Kevin Tapani. Justice singled, 
went to third when Sid Bream doubled in- 
side the left-field line, and scored on a sacri- 
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fice fly by Brian Hunter. They mounted a 
threat in the third. With one out, Lonnie 
Smith, playing for his fourth Series team 
(1980 Phillies, 1982 Cardinals, and 1985 
Royals), reached first on an error by third 
baseman Leius. Terry Pendleton flied out 
but Ron Gant followed with a hit-and-run sin- 
gle to left field. The return throw from Glad- 
den slipped past third base and was re- 
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a-Gounded out for Leius in 6th. b—Flied oul tor Belliard in 7th 


E—Treadway, Gladden. DP—Atjanta 2 (Belliard and Treadway), 
(Hunter, Pendieton and Olson); Minnesota 2 (Gagne and Hrbek), 
(Knoblauch, Gagne and Hrbek). LOB—Atlanta 7, Minnesota 5. 
HR—Gagne, Hrbek. SB—Knoblauch 2, Gladden. CS—Gladden, 
S—Belliard, GIDP—Belliard, Pendleton. 


R ER BB SO 

15 4. “Sh 93 

1 1 2 0 

0G Ue iy et 

Oy) Oat wires 

SP te die Ws 

iE. Daa O Oe TH 80) 
Aguilera (S) 1... ae ete eA. fT 0 
Leibrandt pitched to 3 batters in the Sth, Morris pitched to 2 


batters in the 8th. 


BB—off Lelbrandt 1 (Gladden), off Clancy 2 (Knoblauch, Da- 
vis), off Wohlers 1 (Gladden), off Morris 4 (Justice, Olson, Smith, 
Treadway), off Guthrie 1 (Justice). 188—off Clancy 1 (Davis), 
SO—by Lelbrandt 3 (Puckett 2, Gagne), by Wohlers 1 (Davis), by 
Stanton 2 (Mack, Hrbek), by Morris 3 (Treadway 2, Bream). 

U—Denkinget, Wendelstedt, Coble, Tata, Reed, Montague. 
1300. A—55,108. 


trieved by Tapani, who fired the ball to first 
base. Gant, who had rounded the bag, re- 
treated safely, but a hard tag by Kent Hrbek 
lifted him off the base and he was called out 
by umpire Drew Coble despite protestations 
by Gant that he was forced off the base. 
The Braves tied the game in the fifth on a 


Despite protesting that Kent Hrbek pulled 
him off first base, Atlanta's Ron Gant was 
called out in Game 2. Mark Lemke slid past 
Brian Harper for the winning run in Game 4. 
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Q double by Greg Olson, a groundout, and a 
< sacrifice fly by Rafael Belliard. 

© The Twins, limited to one hit after Davis's 
Wu 

it 


home run in the first, untied the score in the 


eighth inning when Leius, a rookie platoon- 

ing at third base with Mike Pagliarulo, hit 
ly Glavine's first pitch over the left-field fence. 
== Rick Aguilera struck out the side in the ninth 
Mt to preserve the victory for Tapani. 


0) GAME 3 Atlanta 5, Minnesota 4 

Q The teams moved South to Atlanta, where 

=J the Braves took 12 innings to gain their first 

(© Series victory in 33 years. A record 42 play- 

O ers, including 12 pinch hitters, were used. 

r4 Steve Avery, Atlanta's starting pitcher, 
had his scoreless streak snapped at 16% 
innings when outfielders Ron Gant and Dave 
Justice misplayed Dan Gladden's leadoff hit 
into a triple in the first. Chuck Knoblauch 
followed with a sacrifice fly. 

The Braves tied the game an inning later 
against Scott Erickson on a walk to Greg 
Olson and singles by Mark Lemke and Ra- 
fael Belliard. They took the lead in the fourth 
on a home run by Justice and went up 4-1 in 
the fifth on a homer by Lonnie Smith, a walk 
to Terry Pendleton and a wild pitch, an error 
by Knoblauch, and walks (from reliever 
Dave West) to Sid Bream and Olson. 

Kirby Puckett led off the seventh with a 
home run. Brian Harper, batting for Junior 
Ortiz, reached first on an error by Pendleton 
to open the eighth. Atlanta manager Bobby 
Cox then removed Avery and brought in Ale- 
jandro Pena, who surrendered a game-tying 
home run to pinch hitter Chili Davis. 

The game remained tied until the 12th. 
Minnesota had the go-ahead run on third 
base with two out, but manager Tom Kelly, 
having used 22 players, was forced to bat 
Rick Aguilera for fellow reliever Mark Guth- 
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Minnesota, 200 
a—Struck out for Lemke in the Sth. 


E—Justice, Leius. DP—Atlanta 2 (Pendieton and Bream), (Gla- 
ving, Lemke and Bream). LOB—Atianta 6, Minnesota 3. HR— 
Davis, Leius. S—Smith. SF—Hunter, Belliard. GIDP—Puckett, 
Leius. 


Atlanta IP H R ER 8B SO 
Glavine (L) 0-1... scccomnon8 Me 341 oobe  Iee 
Minnesota 

Tapani (W) 1-0. 7 2 2 0 3 


Aguilera (S) 2. 1 LP ME CN BS, 


BB—olf Glavine 3 (Knoblauch, Harper, Hrbek). SO—by Glavine 6 
(Gladden, Puckett, Mack 2, Gagne, Hrbek); by Tapani 3 (Pendle- 
ton, Lemke, Hunter), by Aguilera 3 (Bream, Olson, Gregg). 

Balk—Glavine. U—Wendelsted, Coble, Tata, Reed, Montague 
and Denkinger. T—2:37. A—55,145. 


Greg Gagne (#7) provided the margin of victory for the Twins with a three-run homer in 


ey Se ae 


Game 1; Dave Justice scored the winning run for the Braves in Game 3. 
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Two out when winning run scored. 


a—Singled for Leach in the 6th. b—Reached on an error for Ortiz 
in the 8th, c—Homered for Bedrosian in the 8th. d—Struck out 
for Leius in the 9th, e—Struck out for Brown in the 9th. {— 
Sacrificed for Pena in the 9th. g—Struck out for Willis in the 10th, 
h—Grounded out for Bream in the 10th. i—Popped out for 
Belliard in the 10th. j—Popped out for Pagliarulo in, the 11th. kK— 
Lined out for Stanton in 11th. |—Flied out for Guthrie in the 12th. 

E—Knoblauch, Pendleton, Lemke, LOB—Minnesola, 10, At- 
lanta 12. HR—Justice, Smith, Puckett, Davis, SB—Knoblauch, 
Justice, S—Treadway. SF—Knoblauch. 
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% 
Avery pitched to 1 batter in the 8th. 


BB—off Erickson 2 (Olson, Pendleton), off West 2 (Bream, Ol- 
son), off Willis 2 (Belliard, Pendleton), off Guthrie 1 (Lemke), off 
Aguilera 1 (Olson); off Stanton 1 (Puckett), off Clancy 1 (Puckett). 
1BB—off Willis 1 (Pendleton) off Stanton 1 (Puckett), off Clancy 1 
(Puckett), SO—By Erickson 3 (Smith, Justice, Avery), by Leach 1 
(Lemke), by Bedrosian 1 (Avery), by Guthrie 1 (Mitchell); by Avery 
5 (Puckett, Mack, Leius, Erickson, Gladden), by Pena 4 (Puckett, 
Mack, Pagliarulo, Bush) by Stanton 3 (Hrbek, Sorrento, Gagne), 
by Mercker 1 (Hrbek). 

WP—Erickson; Pena. U—Coble, Tata, Reed, Montague, Den- 
kinger, Wendelstedt. T—4:04. A—50,878. 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


rie. The first pitcher to pinch hit in the World 
Series since the Dodgers’ Don Drysdale in 
1965 (against Minnesota), Aguilera flied out. 

Aguilera took the mound in the bottom of 
the inning. Justice singled with one out and 
stole second with two out. Olson walked and 
Lemke singled to left to score Justice just 
ahead of the throw from Gladden. 


GAME 4 Atlanta 3, Minnesota 2 

For the second night in a row the Braves 
pulled out a victory in their final at bat. Mark 
Lemke, whose 12th-inning single won Game 
3, tripled and scored the winning run in the 
ninth to even the World Series. 

Minnesota catcher Brian Harper, who 
doubled and scored the game's first run, 
made two exceptional defensive plays in the 
fifth inning. First, he withstood a jarring colli- 
sion at home with Lonnie Smith, who unsuc- 
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a—Grounded out for Morris in the 7th. b—Flied out for Belliard 
in the 7th, c—Struck out for Smoltz in the 7th. d—Flied out for 
Bream in the 8th. e—Lined out for Pagliarulo in the Sth, {— 
Announced for Stanton in the 9th. g—Hit a sacrifice fly for 
Cabrera in the 9th, 

LOB—Minnesota 5, Atlanta 7, HR—Pendleton, Paaliarulo, 
Smith, SB—Gant, Smith. CS—Mack. SF—Willard. 


Minnesota IP H AR ER BB SO 
Mortis. 6 6 1 1 3 4 
Willis... 1A 1 1 1 0 1 
Guthrie (L) 0-1. 1 1 1 1 1 
Bedrosian..... 0) 5 Phe [Ole so 
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BB—olf Mortis’3 (Olson, Justice, Gant), off Guthrie 1 (Blase), off 
Wohlers 1 (Knoblauch). IBB—off Guthrie 1 (Blauser). SO—by 
Marris 4 (Bream, Smoltz, Smith, Olson), by Willis 1 (Gregg), by 
Guthrie 1 (Justice), by Smoltz 7 (Mack 2, Gagne 3, Morris, 
Knoblauch), by Stanton 1 (Hrbek). 

WP—Morris. U—Tala, Reed, Montague, Denkinger, Wendel- 
sledt; Coble, T—2,57, A—50,878. 
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* Fax and Modem service 
« Free 1991 Stats and Positions 
* Weekly Service Starts At $40/Team 


New for ‘92: 
Daily Transactions 


* Free Custom Categories and Transactions 
» 900 Satisfied Clients 


report! 


Call for free 


information 
and sample 


Call 1-800-STAT-FAC 


7307 Venice Street 


Play The Baseball Game 


"MOST FUN TO PLAY’ 


Recently Game World magazine again rated Sherco “The most tun to play 


Imagine a quick-playing, dice- 
aclivated tabletop baseball game so 
much fun to play that it features: 

BAIl 26 Major League Ballparks with 
play results affected by stadium 
dimensions, a wind factor, astroturf, and 
ricochets off the wall... 

@ Defensive positioning of players so 
precise that you can actually adjust 
where each fielder plays to within 15 
feet -- in, out, left, or right against pull 
hitters, bunts, plays at the plate, etc. 
And, when the ball is hit you see exactly 
where it goes.... 

@Umpires who rule on close plays, 
throw out players, and sometimes even 
disagree among themselves... 
@injuries and freak events including 
serious mishaps both on and off the 
field; rainouts, rundowns, unusual errors 
and crazy plays like deflected hits, 
broken bat singles, power failures in 
domed stadiums.... 

Add complete managerial control 
of 800+ players and you'll understand 
why our game is always the ‘most fun 
to play.’ You decide when to call fora 
count pickup, when to attempt a pick-off, 
when to bunt, swing away, hit-and-run, 
steal, stretch a base hit, pinch hit, move 
your fielders, lead off base, and more. 
You even can try to roll for a rain out! 


All Offensive/Defensive Ratings 


Each player is statistically rated for 
important offensive and defensive skills 
including batting average, home runs, 
triples, clutch hits, speed, walks, 
strikeouts, times hit by pitch, errors, 
throwing arm, fielding range, etc. 
Pitchers are rated for innings of 
effectiveness, earned run average, K's 
and base-on-balls, ability to relieve, 
righty vs. lefty and lefty vs. right-handed 
batters, gopher balls allowed, and hit 
batsmen. 


2K can Be Played Solitaire, Too 


GrandSlam Baseball is a thinking 
person's game. Yet, it's so easy and 
quick to learn, you'll be playing in 
minutes. Then, as you start to make 
managerial (and coaching) decisions, 


Falls Church, VA 22043 


you can learn the special rules that 
make our game so unique. Average 
game time is only 45 - 60 minutes -- 
less when playing solitaire. 


No Need To Reorder Teams 
GrandSlam tells you exactly how to 
tate the players so you can add rookies, 
keep your teams current -- even rate 
fotisserie and fantasy teams! With 
GrandSlam you'll never have to spend 
another penny to update your rosters. 


* Money-back Guarantee 
If you're not completely satisfied with 
our game, return it within 10 days- 


Teams of Yesteryear 


DO SET A (03 Prrates. ‘04 Rec Sox 05 A's & Giants 06 Write Sow & Cubs. 09 Tigers A Pirates),, $ 4.95 
OOSET 8 /'11 A's, 13 Giants B A's. '14 Braves, 15 Red Sox & Philhes. ‘17 Giants, "18 Cubs 


19 Write Sox & Reds) . 


Oserc G 2 indians & Dodgers. 21 Yankees 2 Browns & Giants. 24 Senators. 26 Cards. 
7 Yankees & Pirates 29 A's 8 Cubs) ..- 
Oseto fy A's, 32 Yankees. 33 Senators & Giants 34 Cards 35 Tigers & Cubs 
farkees & Giants, 39 Yankees) .....- a 
Osere ee (a0 eae 4) Dodgers, 42 Cards, 43 Yankees & Cards, "44 Browns. "45 Tigers & Cubs. 
eds Soxs A Cards, 47 Yankees. 48 Inchans & Braves)... 4.6.6 + sees errr rere $ 4.95 
Ose Fy 3 aes ‘51 Giants. 'S3 Yankees. 54 Indians & Giants, 55 Dodgers, '57 Braves. 
59 Write SOxS) .. eee nee ree eee enie 
Oser Bey Pirates. 6) Yankees & Recs. 62 Giants, ‘63 Dodgers. '64 Cards, 65 Twins. 
Red Sox. 68 Tigers & Cards. 69 Orwies & Mots! . 
OsetH zy Onoles. 73 A's & Mets. 74 Dodgers, 75 Red Sox & Reds, "76 Reds. "77 and 78 
Yankees & Dodgers. 79 Oriotes & Pirates. 60 Royals & Philties) ... 1. reve eres . $595 


DOOLD-TIME BALL PARKS .... 
020 ALL-TIME "SUPER TEAMS 
GALL OF FAME ROSTER 


6 ee res SERIES (03 Hos-Pitt. (05 Phal-NY.'19 Chi-Cin. 27 NY-Put, “41 NY-Brkiyn 
Y-Grkiyn. 60 NY-Pat, 63 NY-LA, 6a Det-StL. 75 Gos-Cin} .. . $595 
o GREATEST ALSO-RANS (04 Highiancers, ‘08 Giants, 46 
‘54 Yankees. 59 Braves. 62 Dodgers. 64 ssomaeip a 7 hee tna 


192) AMERICAN LEAGUE SEASON ..... 
1 1927 AMERICAN LEAGUE SEASON .. 


SAVER =a=saseeee 


SEND ORDER TO: SHERCO GAMES, INC. BOX 524 -II 


Free Bonus If You Order Now 


Order now and get a free $5.95 
bonus -- Greatest Also Rans, ten teams 
that almost won the pennant. 


send $1 

for a 

detailed 
brochure 
(applied towards 
your purchase) 


hie year's Roster) . . 


48 Red Sox, 51 Dodgers 
as FREE BONUS $ 5.95 


MALAGA, NJ 08328 


City 


State 2p 


PLEASE INDICATE METHOD OF PAYMENT 


O check Money Order OCasn — O Charge 
Ovisa OmasTencarno 


ACCOUNT NUMBER EXP DATE 


SIGNATURE OF CARDHOLDER 


' CALL 609- 728- 4O7 Tier 0005 | 
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ADD $4 To Above Total Amount For 
Postage and Handling. 
H you ive in Canada or Mexico, add 20% 
(New Jersey residents please add 6% 
sales tax when ordenng) 
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Q cessfully tried to score from second on a 
€ double by Terry Pendleton (whose third-in- 
© ning homer had tied the score), with Pendle- 
LW ton taking third on the play. Then Harper 
( scampered after a wild pitch and dived 
1) back across the plate to nail Pendleton as 
Wi he tried to score. 

== The teams traded runs in the seventh on 
(© solo homers by Mike Pagliarulo and Smith. 
In the ninth, Lemke tripled with one out and 
” raced home on Jerry Willard’s pinch-hit sac 
Q fly, barely beating the tag by Harper. 

onl 


(fC GAME 5 Atlanta 14, Minnesota 5 
The Braves won their third consecutive 
s game to move within one victory of their first 
World Series championship since 1957. Un- 
like the previous two games, which were de- 
cided by one run, the Braves won in com- 
fortable fashion, jumping to an early lead 


= i 


and pulling away late. They collected 17 
hits, including eight for extra bases. Among 
the offensive stars were Lonnie Smith, who 
had a home run for the third night in a row; 
Dave Justice, with a homer and five runs 
batted in; Mark Lemke, who had two triples 
and three RBIs; and Ron Gant, who went 3- 
for-4 and scored three times. 

The Braves led 5-0 after five innings when 
their starting pitcher, Tom Glavine, lost his 
control. He yielded three runs on four walks 
and just one hit before giving way to Kent 
Mercker in the sixth. An inning later, the 
Braves put the game out of reach. Dave 
West, the third Minnesota pitcher, faced four 
batters, all of whom scored. Atlanta added 


The Twins congratulate Kirby Puckett after 
11th-inning homer in Game 6; Series MVP 
Jack Morris won two games. 


five more runs against Steve Bedrosian and 
Carl Willis in sending Minnesota to its ninth 
straight Series road loss. 


GAME 6 Minnesota 4, Atlanta 3 
The teams returned to the Metrodome, 
where the Twins had never lost a World Se- 
ries game. They extended their unbeaten 
streak there to seven with a 4-3 victory in 11 
innings. Kirby Puckett insured there would 
be a seventh game, supplying most of the 
offense and the defensive play of the night. 
Puckett broke out of a 3-for-18 slump with 
an RBI triple off Steve Avery in the first in- 
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Flied out for Mercker in the 6th. c—Grounded out for Leach in the 
7th. d—Singled for Bream in the 7th. e—Grounded out for 
Puckett in the 8th. {Grounded out for Harper in the 8th. g— 
Walked for Hrbek in the 8th, 

E—Harper, Pendleton. DP—Minnesota 1 (Newman, Gagne 
and Sorrento). LOB—Minnesota 7, Atlanta 5. HR—Justice, 
Smith, Hunter, SB—Olson, Justice. CS—Leius. S—Puckett, 
GIDP—Lemke. 
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BB—off Tapani 2 (Lemke, Bream), off West 2 (Pendleton, 
Gant), off Glavine 4 (Knoblauch, Davis, Harper, Leius), off Clancy 
1 (Sorrento). SO—by Tapani 4 (Gant, Justice, Bream, Smith), by 
Leach 1 (Lemke), by Bedrosian 1 (Clancy), by Glavine 2 (Harper, 
Leius), by Clancy 2 (Gladden, Knoblauch), WP—Bedrosian. 

U—Reed, Montague, Denkinger, Wendelstedt, Coble, Tata. 
T—2:59. A—50,878. 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 
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a—Announced for Belliard in the 7th. b-Struck out for Gregg in 
the 7th. c-Struck out for Ortiz in the 7th, d-Struck out for Leius in 
the 9th. e-Ran for Bream in the 11th. 

£—Hunter, OP—Atlanta 2 (Bream and Belliard), (Blauser, 
Lemke and Bream); Minnesota 2 (Gagne and Hrbek), (Gagne). 
LOB—Atlanta 7, Minnesota 5. HR—Pendileton, Puckett, SB— 
Gladden, Puckett. CS—Mitchell, SF—Puckelt. GIDP—Smith, 
Hrbek, Gladden. 
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Erickson pitched to 1 batter in the 7th, 


BB—off Avery 1 (Gladden), off Erickson 2 (Justice, Bream), olf 
Guthrie 1 (Smith). SO—by Avery 3 (Puckett, Ortiz, Davis), by 
Stanton 1 (Harper), by Pena 2 (Pagliarulo, Hrbek), by Erickson 2 
(Belliard, Olson), by Guthrie 1 (Blauser), by Willis 1 (Justice). 

HBP—by Erickson (Smith), U—Montague, Denkinger, Wan- 
delstedt, Coble, Tata, Reed. T—3:36. A—55,155, 


ning. He then scored on Shane Mack's first 
hit in 16 at bats. In the third, he made a 
leaping catch against the left-center field 
fence to rob Ron Gant of an extra-base hit 
and Atlanta of at least one run. The Braves 
tied the score on Terry Pendleton's two-run 
homer off Scott Erickson in the fifth, but 
Puckett put the Twins back in front in the 
bottom of the inning with a sacrifice fly. 

Atlanta loaded the bases in the seventh 
on singles by Mark Lemke and Pendleton 
around a walk to Lonnie Smith and a strike- 
out. The tying run crossed when the Twins 
could not turn a double play on Gant's slow 
grounder to shortstop. 

The score remained tied until the 11th in- 
ning, when Puckett led off with a home run 
against Charlie Leibrandt. 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


HOT CORNER’ PRESENTS 
THE ULTIMATE TABLETOP 


FANTASY 
OWNERS 


BASEBALL GAME 


THE ONLY GAME 


THAT OFFERS EVERY 
MAJOR LEAGUER 


SINCE 1871 


FINALLY GET WHAT YOU WANT! GO WITH THE ONLY 
GAME COMPANY THAT CUSTOMIZES ORDERS TO SUIT 


eee YOU!ITHEFAN! ¢¢¢ 


Ordering by phoee is exry! Marier Card and Visa accepled foe phone orders, Free benchure available 


Let us handle the hassle 
of your paperwork, 


® Clean, concise reports 
® Unlimited free transactions 
® Categories can be ‘‘weighted”’ 


® Same Day activation on all } 


1-800-352-4445 


THREE GREAT EDITIONS FOR YOU TO 
CHOOSE FROM: 


EDITION A 
REGULAR 25 ALL-TIME GREAT TEAM EDITION. (13 individvel player card 


style teams and 13 roster style teams). $34.95 per game. 


EDITION B 
“SELECTOR SEASON” EDITION. Select ony season in MLB history since 


901. Your selected season with all game parts only $44.95 


transacti EDITION € 
Meer "FAN SELECIOR SET” EDITION. You may select any 26 teams in MIB 
® Your choice of over 35 bisiry since 1901. Simply send us your list, Pro Sports Action will send 
scoring categories you ail your teams with all game parts for 09.98 p per gome. 
® Receive reports by mail or fax er tt 
FL shahotsereaovetheedd To oa rere 
Plocse rush me the following edition(s) fotal Price 
Call or write Me examples (Altople 26 IhTiae gd om edn ; 
and brochure. {B) Selector Season edition [socson selected )$ 
P.O. Box 58906 (C) Fon Selacer Set Rit 26 looms on seporote piace of pope) $ 


Phila., PA 19102-8906 
609-499-4143 


Switch to Stat-King 


"Thanks Stat-King for a great scason. 
Your reports were timely, accurate and reliable. 
And best of all, your prices were great, Your 
service was top notch, Sce you next season.” 


B.M.- WFAN Sports Radio Fantasy Lgc 
New York City, New York 


If you are interested in being placed in a league with players trom across America, give us a call at (516)-366-4470, 
We conduct LIVE telephone conference call drafts or mail-in drafts, Win great prizes. No computer needed. 


Tolal amount enclosad (check or money order} $ 


Nome. 

Address 

City Stole 
Phone { SS 


PRO SPORTS ACTION, INC. 
S| 320 Washington Street * Norwell, MA 02061 


THE EXTRAS THAT DON’T 
COST EXTRA at STAT-KING 


We offer "daily transactions”, which allow 
you to make roster moves effective any 
date you want, not once a week like other 
services, 


ie 


A full-time staff of experienced rotisserie 
players always available to assist you. 


We have a wide range of catcgorics 
available to mect your league's needs. 


Receive your reports by first class mail, 
FAX or modem. All for the same price. 


Our reports are sent out promptly cach 
week. We have a perfect delivery record. 


Authe c MLB Jerseys 


All MLB Teams Available $84.99 Sizes (40-52) (Cardinals, Braves, Blue Jays, Mariners) $104.99 


Customizing Available — Meets exact MLB specifications 
Authentic MLB Caps by New Era $15.95 Sizes (6-3/4 - 7-3/4) 


College Baseball Caps by New Era $17.50 Sizes (6-3/4 - 7-3/4) 30 Colleges Available 


DeLong Award Jackets — Wool body/leather sleeves, team logo left chest & 


DeLong Contrasting Wool Jackets — Wool body/contrasting wool sleeves, team logo left chest & 


back — $149 Sizes (S-XXXXL) 
DeLong Official Black Leather Jackets — Genuine leather, team logo left chest, 


team name back — 


from $299 Sizes (S-XXXXL) 


Cooperstown Wool/Leather Jackets — Youth Rookie League Jackets 


CALL For FREE Brochure Exclusive Pro Sports 815-226-5656 


Sorry, returns cannot be accepted on customized items. 
VISA/MasterCard, Check, Money Order 
Store Hours: Weekdays 5PM-10PM Saturdays 8AM-SPM CST 
1941 Highridge Road + Rockford, IL 61108 


| back — from $195. Sizes (S-XXXXL) 
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WORLD SERIES RECAP 


ATLANTA BRAVES BATTING 
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ATLANTA BRAVES PITCHING 

Wie sl ea g gs cg sv ip A r hr hb bb ib so wp 
AVE cin ntinneitionsistens OO (S46 32 2 O) ASO NAG a. ty 0 tee “SO 
Clancy wl, (Ol abo 38 TORO SO © Act 3 ay 0 4 2 ae 8) 
Glavine ... wel ih ez Oy 2 ae OF sy 8 Bare 0 Cg “830 
Liebrandt.... sO MT eO te LG OF ¥ 4.0 8 nL!) TAO 3) 
Mercker.. 30°" Bi 0,00) 2" (0. 10" 10 1.0 0 OF 0. "Os Scio 1) “0 
Pena..... TOM BSNS Se 10S oO) 10" 5.1 6 210 K Leas Taek 
Smoltz.. QOL Pa26) 2 (2a Oa 13 eet nt CoD. An! eo 
St. Claire. 0) 10) BOOT ST) OO) 16 1.0 1 T iO2G Doe 2 Cee. 
Stanton ... YO 0 CGO a OO Oi ral Su OY NO OE 2s ee a0 
WON Ginmsinecr cor Poes O02 O00 3) 00) _ 10 1.2 2 0. 0 0 2 0 1 
Totals Sa Eeogee. Tee iO. eusou os: | Damns iiwo mu) WAR a 
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DP—Atlanta 9, Minnesota 6. LOB—Atlanta 52, Minnesota 47. E-Atlanla 6 (Pendleton 2, Hunter, Justice, Lemke, 
Treadway), Minnesota 4 (Gladden, Harper, Knoblauch, Leius). Balk—Glavine. PB—Harper, Umpirés—Coble, Den- 
kinger, Montague, Reed, Tata, Wendelstedt, T—Game 1, 3:00. Game 2, 2:37. Game 3, 4:04. Game 4, 2:57. Game 5, 
2:59. Game 6, 3:36. Game 7, 3:23. A-Game 1, 55,108. Game 2, 55,145. Game 3, 50,878: Game 4, 50,878. Game 5, 
50,878. Game 6, 55,155. Game 7, 55,118. 
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GAME 7 Minnesota 1, Atlanta 1 

In a thrilling conclusion to the World Series 
baseball commissioner Fay Vincent called 
“probably the greatest ever,” Minnesota 
prevailed in 10 innings for its second cham- 
pionship in five years. It was a memorable 
seventh game, the first to go to extra innings 
since 1924 (when Washington, with Walter 
Johnson in relief, defeated the New York Gi- 
ants) and the first ever to be scoreless after 
nine innings. 

It was also a classic pitchers’ duel be- 
tween John Smoltz and Jack Morris. Smoltz, 
14-2 for the Braves since the All-Star break, 
held the Twins to six hits before leaving the 
game in the eighth inning. That lowered his 
Series earned-run average to 1.26. Morris 
was even more impressive. In his third start 
in nine days, he went the distance to pick up 
his second victory (and his seventh in eight 
postseason career decisions). 

Each team had opportunities to win in reg- 
ulation time. Lonnie Smith led off the eighth 
inning with his second single off Morris. With 
the hit-and-run on, Terry Pendleton doubled 
up the left-center-field alley, but Smith inex- 
plicably and momentarily stopped at sec- 
ond base. The hesitation was costly, for 
Smith, who should have scored easily, had 
to hold at third base. He was stranded there 
when Ron Gant grounded to first and Sid 


Kirby Puckett and Gene Larkin (above) 
provided the winning hits in Games 6 and 7 
for the Minnesota Twins. 


Bream, following an intentional walk to Dave 
Justice, bounced into a 3-6-3 double play. 

In the bottom of that inning the Twins loaa- 
ed the bases with one out before reliever 
Mike Stanton induced Kent Hrbek to line into 
an unassisted double play at second. The 
Twins put their first two batters on base in 
the ninth, but Shane Mack grounded into a 
double play and Alejandro Pena struck out 
Paul Sorrento. 

In the tenth, Dan Gladden blooped a bro- 
ken-bat hit into left-center field and hustled it 
into a double. Chuck Knoblauch sacrificed 
him to third and Kirby Puckett and Hrbek 
were intentionally walked to set up a force at 
any base. But pinch hitter Gene Larkin hit 
Pena’s first pitch over a drawn-in outfield for 
the Series-winning RBI. 
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Atlanta..... 0 00 000 000 0-0 
Minnesota... 00 000 000 1-1 


a—Singled for Gagne in the 8th. b-Struck out for Newman in the 
Sth. c-Fouled out for Betliard In the 10th. d-Singled for Brown in 
the 10th. e-Ran for Bush in the 8th. {-Ran for Davis in the 9th, 

DP—Atlanta 3 (Bream and Belliard), (Lemke), (Lemke, Belliard 
and Bream); Minnesota 1 (Hrbek and Harper). LOB—Atlanta 8, 
Minnesota 12. S—Belliard, Knoblauch. GIDP—Bream, Davis, 
Mack. 


H R ER 8B SO 
ord) Ky Mt 44 
ei TD Pee 
ae WS 
Minnesota 
Morris (W) 2-0..............10 T 0 1] 2 


Stanton pitched to 2 batters in the 9th 


BB—off Smoltz 1 (Puckett), off Stanton 1 (Puckett), off Pena 3 
(Pagliarulo, Puckett, Hrbek); off Morris 2 (Smith, Justice). 1BB— 
off Stanton 1 (Puckett), off Pena 3 (Pagliarulo, Puckett, Hroek); off 
Morris 1 (Justice). SO—by Smoltz 4 (Gladden, Davis, Puckett, 
Gagne), by Pena 7 (Sorrento); by Morris 8 (Gant 2, Hunter, 
dustice, Olson, Belliard, Lemke, Smith). 

HBP—by Smoltz (Hrbek), PB—Harper. U—Denkinger, Wen- 
delstedt, Coble, Tata, Reed, Montague. T~3:23. A—55,118 
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> One Low Price Covers Everything 


» Free Unlimited Transactions 


REDS FANS! 


Here’s A Publication Just For You! 


eds Report is must reading for every Reds fan. 
Re monthly information-filled issue includes player 
features; historical articles; extensive minor league 
coverage with features on top prospects, complete statistics 
and farm club updates; nationally known columnists; Reds 
trivia and crossword; box scores 
and game summaries for every 
Reds game; complete team and FREE 
individual statistics; a Reds mem- | —__with your order. 
orabilia section and much more. It 1992 Reds 


is a must for every Reds fan. Schedule Poster 

45"x21":* Full Golor:: 
With TV Listings 

Mailed:in the spring 


1 Year (12 Issues) 


REDS REPORT « Dept. SS- 10050 Montgomery Rd., Suite 301 - Cincinnati, OH 45242 


O Please start my one-year (12 issues) sub- 
scription to Reds Report for $21.95 and send Name. 
me a FREE Reds Schedule Poster in the 
spring. 

Canadian Subscribers add $8.00 per year Bric yes. 

for postage. U.S. funds only. 
Gj My check or money order payable to Reds City 
Report is enclosed. 
; Vi 

OChargetomy: OVisa OMC OAE State Zip. 


Card No. 
Exp. Date For Credit Card Orders, Call 


“Charges will appear as Coman Publishing Co., Inc. 1-800-42 1-775 1 


on your bank statement 
Free Agents 


® TROPHY TO LEAGUE 
CHAMPION 


> FAX SERVICE 


> PHONE 
SUPPORT 


> START-UP 
PACKAGE 


> Finest Quolity Reports Anywhere 


Newspaper formot. laser panted. no copies 


> Unmatched Flexibility 


Choase your own cotegones 
Use NL players, Al players or both 


i 3] CALL NOW FOR FREE START-UP PACKAGE A 


- 1-800-257-5563 


Precision 
Sports 
Statistics 


No hidden fees or costly options 


He 


r 


Vio toll free phone 


BASEBALL STAT LEAGUES 


$38 Per Team Fee Includes: 
® Commissioner's Report 
(Fax or Mail) FREE 
® No Transaction Charges 
® Weekly Free Agent, Transaction 
and Injury Reports 
® Transaction Audits 


For FREE Information Package: 
Write: P.O. Box 758, Lincroft, NJ 07738 


®@ Weekly League Standings and 
Team Summary Reports with Active, 
Last Week's and Year-To-Date Stats 

®@ Many Customized Options Including: 
Contracts, Free Agents’ Stats, Position 
Reports, and Standings by Phone 


Call: (800) 245-STAT 
or (908) 918-8888 


SYRACUS 


Having made our selections for the 1992 
all-rookie team (see page 24), we now 
offer a closer look at the top prospects per- 
haps still a year away from the majors: 


RIGHT-HANDED PITCHER 
Pedro Martinez, Los Angeles. The younger 
brother of Dodgers' ace Ramon Martinez may 
not spend much more time on the farm. In 
some Minor League Player of the Year vot- 
ing, Martinez topped the ballot for his 18 vic- 
tories, 2.29 ERA, and 192 strikeouts accu- 
mulated while climbing the ladder from A-ball 
to Triple-A. 
Contenders: Todd Van Poppel, Oakland; 
Roger Salkeld, Seattle; Mo Sanford, Cincin- 
nati; Jose Martinez, New York Mets. Van Pop- 
pel had a losing year for a bad Double-A club, 
but the 1990 first-round pick remains a very 
hot pitching property who must improve his 
control. Salkeld continues to average more 
than a strikeout per inning and his control was 
terrific at the Double-A level. Sanford was the 
minor league's strikeout king among starters 
(11.3 per nine innings in AA/AAA) and may be 
ready for the Reds. Martinez is a long shot, but 
any kid who wins 20 for the same club (no- 
body had done that since 1980) has to attract 
special attention. Yes, it was in A-ball, and the 
Mets don't rush pitchers, but a fellow named 
Gooden made the big jump after an overpow- 
ering performance at Lynchburg in 1983. 


LEFT-HANDED PITCHER 

Arthur Rhodes, Baltimore. While we're on the 
subject of not rushing an arm along, let's con- 
sider the best southpaw in the minors. Rhodes 
is slotted for a stop in Triple-A after striking out 
more than one batter per inning at Double-A 
Hagerstown. 

Contenders; Brien Taylor, New York Yan- 
kees; Jeff Mutis, Cleveland. The No. 1 pick in 
last summer's draft, Taylor was sensational in 
the Instructional League. Mutis went 11-5 with 
a 1.80 ERA in 25 games at Double-A Canton- 
Akron. 


RELIEF PITCHER 

Bruce Walton, Oakland. If the A's didn't have a 
stopper by the name of Dennis Eckersley, 
Walton might have been our selection for the 
all-rookie team. Despite a 1.835 ERA and more 
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than a strikeout per inning, plus a P.C.L.-high 
20 saves, Walton may have to spend another 
year in Triple-A. 

Contenders: Hector Fajardo, Texas; Steve 
Foster, Cincinnati; Rudy Seanez, Los Ange- 
les. Fajardo led the Pirates’ chain in strikeouts 
and worked primarily as a starter in A/AA, but 
he had an ERA of 0.96 as a Triple-A reliever 
before being traded to the Rangers. Foster 
paced the Reds’ organization with 22 saves in 
AA/AAA. Seanez, acquired from the Indians, 
struck out an incredible 72 batters in 38% in- 
nings in Double-A but was ineffective in 17 
innings at Triple-A. 


CATCHER 
Dan Wilson, Cincinnati. If Dave Nilsson sticks 
with Milwaukee, Wilson is our choice here. He 
played more than 50 games in A-ball, then hit 
.328 at Double-A Chattanooga and is out- 
standing behind the plate. 

Contender: Scott Servais, Houston. He hit 
.324 in Triple-A and could compete with Ed 
Taubensee for a job with the Astros. 


FIRST BASE 

Ryan Ktesko, Atlanta. His power potential has 
the Braves excited, but they won't rush Klesko 
after a year in Double-A (.308). 


Contenders: Domingo Martinez, Toronto; 
Jim Bowie, Seattle; Rob Maurer, Texas; Elvin 
Paulino, Chicago Cubs; J.T. Snow, New York 
Yankees. A good crop here. Martinez was an 
all-star in Triple-A with power and an excellent 
glove. Bowie hit over .300 in Double-A and is 
sure-handed. Maurer was the American Asso- 
ciation Rookie of the Year. Paulino hit 24 
homers in Double-A. Snow is a switch hitter 
who was the Eastern League's best defensive 
first baseman." 


SECOND BASE 

John Patterson, San Francisco. After sitting 
out most of the '90 season (arm surgery), Pat- 
terson returned to hit .295 with 13 triples and 
40 stolen bases and capture almost as many 
Texas League raves as his Shreveport dou- 
ble-play partner Royce Clayton. 

Contenders: Jeff Gardner, San Diego; Rod- 
ney Lofton, Baltimore; Matt Stairs, Montreal. 
Gardner earned International League all-star 
honors before coming over from the Mets. Lof- 
ton stole 56 bases in Double-A. Stairs, a Ca- 
nadian, was MVP and batting champ in the 
Eastern League. 


SHORTSTOP 
Carlos Garcia, Pittsburgh. He ran well enough 
to steal 30 bases and had a productive 
enough bat to hit .266 and drive in 60 runs in 
Triple-A, but one more season in Buffalo might 
be beneficial, 

Contenders: Alex Arias, Chicago Cubs; 
Vinny Castilla, Atlanta; Dave Silvestri, New 
York Yankees. Arias has a strong arm and 
only struck out every 11.9 at bats in Double-A. 
Castilla drove in 80 runs in AA/AAA and has a 
big-league glove. Silvestri displayed power 
(19 home runs) at the Double-A level but 
needs to make better contact. 


THIRD BASE 
Juan Guerrero, Houston. On a Texas League 
team that won everything, Guerrero was 
Shreveport's MVP. He batted .334, had 40 
doubles, and hit for power, But the Giants lost 
him for $50,000 in the Rule V draft. 
Contender: Cheo Garcia, Minnesota. He hit 
Double-A pitching (.282 with 75 runs batted 
in) and was the top defensive third baseman 
in the Southern League. 


OUTFIELD 

Turner Ward, Toronto; Tom Goodwin, Los An- 
geles; Scott Bryant, Cincinnati. Former Indi- 
ans’ chattel Ward batted .239 in 113 at bats 
with the Blue Jays and .330 in Triple-A, where 
he had a 50-game errorless streak. Goodwin's 
blazing speed and base-running smarts make 
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him a threat. He stole 48 bases in Triple-A last 
season and has 190 the past three years. Bry- 
ant, a former collegiate pitcher who hit over 
300 in Double-A, has the arm destined for 
right field at Riverfront. 

Contenders: Jim Olander, Milwaukee; John 
Vander Wal, Montreal; Raul Mondesi, Los An- 
geles, Olander was the American Associa- 
tlon’s MVP, a .325 hitter, and the league's best 
defensive outfielder Vander Wal proved him- 
self by hitting lefties as well as any left-handed 
batter in the American Association. Mondesi, 
a long shot for '92, began the season in Class- 
A and made his way to Triple-A, where he 
figures to spend this summer, receiving more 
kudos for his tremendous throwing arm, 


DESIGNATED HITTER 

John Jaha, Milwaukee. A burly first baseman, 
Jaha led all minor leaguers with his 134 RBIs, 
71 extra-base hits, and .619 slugging per- 
centage en route to Double-A Player of the 
Year honors. 

Contenders: Mark Howie, California; Troy 
Neel, Oakland, Howle hit 364, drove in 123 
runs, struck oul only 49 times in over 500 at 
bats, and was the Most Valuable Player in the 
Texas League, Neel, an outfielder who was 
traded by Cleveland, was the Southern 
League's all-star DH 


ATLANTA BRAVES 

Reliever Mark Wohlers was the outstanding 
pitcher in the Double-A Southern League (0-0, 
0.57, 21 saves at Greenville), was 1-0, 1.03, 
11 saves for Richmond of the Triple-A Interna- 
tional League, and worked 19% innings for the 
parent Braves (3-1, 3.20, 4 saves). In sum, he 
worked in 68 games, saving 36. Wohlers fig- 
ures to be a cog in Atlanta's pen this season. 
Shortstop Vinny Castilla (.270 in Double-A, 
.225 in Triple-A) had a combined 14 homers 
and 80 runs batted in. His glove is major 
league. Armando Reynoso (10-6, 2.61 at 
Richmona) led the |.L, in earned run average. 
Greenville's Double-A club set a franchise 
record for victories (88-56), All-star first base- 
man Ryan Klesko’s power from the left side 
(.291, 14, 67) has the Braves chomping at the 
bit. But Triple-A is his expected stop in 1992, 
Napoleon Robinson (16-6, 2.27) led the 
Southern League in victories. David Nied 
(combined 15-6, 2.01, 178 strikeouts, just 43 
walks in 170 innings in A/AA) had the lowest 
starter's ERA in the organization. Outfielder 
Bobby Moore (.243 at Omaha), second in the 
American Association in stolen bases (35), 
Was acquired in a deal with Kansas City. 
Lefty-swinging third baseman Boi Rodriguez 
had AA/AAA stats of .281, 63 RBIs, and 116 
strikeouts. Lefty Pat Gomez was 5-2, 1.81 in 
Double-A, but 2-9, 4.39 in Triple-A, where he 
no doubt will be returning. Reliever Bill Taylor 
was 6-2, 1.51, 22 saves at Greenville. Switch- 
hitting second baseman Ramon Carabello 
(250, 53 SB in A-ball at Durham) excels on 
the bases and in the field. Player for the future: 
And it may not be long, either, when it comes 
to 1990 top draft pick Chipper Jones, The 
switch-hitting shortstop led the organization in 
batting (.323), homers (15) and RBIs (98). The 
South Atlantic League's best player also 
scored 104 runs, had 11 triples, and stole 39 
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bases for Macon, Jones was guilty of 56 er- 
rors, but his strong arm and 94-point jump in 
his batting average from his initial season 
make him a can't-miss prospect. 


CHICAGO CUBS 

Don't expect a lot of help from down on the 
farm. Shortstop Rey Sanchez (.290, 13 SB at 
lowa) is a possibility, Ditto curveball specialist 
Lance Dickson, the lefty who went from Class- 
A to the majors in 1990 but has had physical 
problems. Last season, Dickson was 4-4, 3.11 
with 101 strikeouts in as many innings in Tri- 
ple-A. Lefty-swinging outfielder Steve Carter 
had solid numbers in Triple-A (.287, 11 tri- 
ples, 67 RBI, 11 SB at lowa). Laddie Renfroe 
(8-5, 4.21, 18 saves at lowa) was considered 
the top reliever in the American Association. 
Other than Dickson, the most immediate 
pitching help could come from a deal with 
Atlanta, in which the Cubs obtained lefty Yor- 
kis Perez, a nine-year minor leaguer who was 
12-3, 3.79 at Richmond, and Turk Wendell 
(11-3, 2.56 at Greenville, 0-3, 3.43 at Rich- 
mond). Third baseman Gary Scott hit only 
.208 in Triple-A, but he is considered a pros- 
pect, Charlotte had a pair of Southern Leaque 
all-star infielders in lefty-swinging first base- 
man Elvin Paulino (.257, 24, 81), who led the 
S.L. in homers and RBis, and strong-armed 
shortstop Alex Arias (.275, 22 SB), who struck 
out only 41 times in 489 at bats. Southern 
League all-star outfielder Fernando Ramsey 
(.276, 37 SB) topped the Double-A league in 
hits. Despite going up to Double-A after 20 
appearances for Winston-Salem, Ryan Haw- 
bitzel shared the Carolina League lead in vic- 
tories (15-2, 2.28). He was 1-2, 3.21 in Dou- 
ble-A, averaging over six innings per start. 
Player for the future: Third baseman Pete Cas- 
tellano (.303, 10, 88, 11 SB at Winston-Salem) 
was MVP in the Class-A Carolina League, 
where he impressed with the bat and glove. 


CINCINNATI REDS 

Center field appears to be Reggie Sanders’ 
for the taking. Eric the Red now wears Dodger 
blue. Sanders (.315, 15 SB in 86 games at 
Chattanooga) was a Southern League all-star 
who has overcome ankle problems and easily 
made the conversion from rifle-armed short- 
stop to alley-to-alley center fielder. Consid- 
ered the Southern League’s most exciting 
player, its top hitting prospect, and best de- 
fensive outfielder, Sanders still must make the 
jump from Double-A, Chris Jones batted a ho- 
hum .243 in Triple-A at Nashville but was con- 
sidered the top outfield gun in the American 
Association, And he hit .292 in 89 at bats with 
the Reds, First baseman Terry Lee (.304, 15, 
67, 12 SB) was an American Association all- 
star. Mo Sanford was a combined 10-4, 2.44, 
162 strikeouts, just 88 hits in 129 innings in 
AA/AAA, and he fanned 31 in 28 innings in the 
bigs (1-2, 3.86). He led minor league starters 
with 11.30 strikeouts per nine innings. Reliev- 
er Steve Foster led the organization with 22 
saves (0-2, 1.15, 10 saves in Double-A; 2-3, 
2.14, 12 saves in Triple-A), Outfielder Scott 
Bryant (.304 in Double-A, a pitcher in the Tex- 
as Longhorns’ rotation and one of the best 
outfield arms in the minors, is the Reds’ right 
fielder of the future. The seventh player cho- 


sen in the 1990 draft, catcher Dan Wilson is a 
defensive standout who batted .315 in 52 
games in A-ball and .257 in 81 games in Dou- 
ble-A, If he doesn't stick in the spring, he'll be 
behind the plate before '92 is history. Trevor 
Hoffman, almost released as a shortstop, has 
found a home.on the hill. Between A/AA, he 
recorded 20 saves (1-0, 1.93, 8 saves in Dou- 
ble-A; 1-1, 1.87, 12 saves in Class-A) and 
fanned 75 batters in 48 innings. He'll be a 
starter this season. Player for the future: John 
Roper (14-9, 2.31, 189 strikeouts, just 134 hits 
in 187 innings at Charleston) led the organiza- 
tion and the South Atlantic League in Ks. 


HOUSTON ASTROS 

Craig Biggio's move from behind the plate to 
second base meant the Astros would turn 
catching chores over to Scott Servais (.324 at 
Pacific Coast League champion Tucson) or to 
the Texas League's best defensive backstop, 
Eddie "Scooter" Tucker (.284 at Shreveport), 
who was acquired on waivers from the Giants, 
Or would the Astros deal? They dealt, with the 
Indians for lefty-swinging Eddie Taubensee 
(.310, 13 homers at Colorado Springs), P.C.L. 
all-stars included the strong-hitting but errat- 
ic-fielding shortstop Andujar Cedeno (,303 in 
Triple-A, .243 in 67 games with Houston) and 
third baseman Gary Cooper (.305, 14, 75). 
The Astros had the worst save percentage 
(.610) in the National League West, and Ri- 
chie Simon was an excellent closer in Double- 
A (4-2, 2.18, 20 saves at Jackson). But the 
Astros may seek relief with a pair of hard 
throwers: lefty Todd Jones (8-7 at Osceola/ 
Jackson) and Matt Turner (2-4 at Richmond/ 
Tucson), who was acquired from Atlanta. 
Candidates for starting jobs include Ryan 
Bowen (5-5 in Triple-A, 6-4 with Houston), 
Chris Gardner (13-5, 3.15 at Jackson, 1-2 with 
Houston), 6-7 Jeff Juden (9-5, 3.13 in AA/ 
AAA), who lost his two decisions in the bigs, 
and Brian Williams, who in his first full pro 
season climbed the ladder from Class-A to 
the majors. Williams was a combined 8-7 in 
the minors. Outfielders Mike Simms (.246, 15 
HR In Triple-A) and lefty-swinging Karl 
Rhodes (.260 at Tucson) didn't hit well for av- 
erage during shots with the Astros. But lefty- 
hitting Eric Anthony (.336 in an all-star season 
in the P.C.L.) did, after flopping with the bat in 
Houston. Texas League all-star third baseman 
Juan Guerrero (.334, 19, 94, 14 SB at Shreve- 
port) was picked up from the Giants in the 
Rule V draft. Did the Astros deal away the 
future when they sent outfielder Kenny Lofton, 
the ex-basketball star at Arizona, to Cleve- 
land? Time will tell, Player for the future: Short- 
stop Orlando Miller (.298 at Osceola), a 1990 
acquisition from the Yankees. 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS 

Remember when the Dodger infield remained 
intact for nearly a decade? Doesn't seem that 
long ago that Cey and Russell manned the left 
side, year after year. Well, it's face-lift time this 
season. With Eddie Murray gone to the Mets, 
the first-base job has gone to Eric Karros 
(326, 22, 101 at Albuquerque), Over at third, 
\efty-swinging Dave Hansen has exhibited the 
stroke (.303 in Triple-A), but does he possess 
the power to be an everyday major league 
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third baseman? Hansen hit .268 in 56 at bats 
with the Dodgers, including 10-for-30 as a 
pinch hitter. Switch-hitting Jose Offerman 
(.298, 32 stolen bases in Triple-A; .195 with 
L.A.) was the minor league Player of the Year 
in 1990 and is ticketed to be the Dodgers’ 
starting shortstop. Pacific Coast League all- 
star catcher Carlos Hernandez threw out 45 
percent of potential base-stealers, was sec- 
ond in the P.C.L. in batting (.345), and figures 
to be the right-handed complement to Mike 
Sciosia. The Dodgers have always had an af- 
finity for hard throwers. They acquired one 
from Cleveland in Rudy Seanez (4-2, 2.58, 7 
saves), who struck out an unbelievable 73 
batters in 381 innings in Double-A at Canton- 
Akron but was wild during his Triple-A stint. 
Jamie McAndrew could move up off a 12-10 
year in Triple-A. But the No. 1 pitcher in the 
farm system is Ramon Martinez's brother, Pe- 
dro, whose A/AA/AAA stats were a combined 
18-8, 2.29, which earned the 20-year-old mi- 
nor league Player of the Year honors. Martinez 
was 8-0, 2.05 at Bakersfield, 7-5, 1.76 at San 
Antonio, and 3-3, 3.66 at Albuquerque. He 
struck out 192 batters in 177% innings and 
Walked just 66. He'll begin the year in the 
P.C.L. But can a call from L.A. to join his broth- 
er be long away? Cracking a Davis-Butler- 
Strawberry outfield requires an injury. But 
waiting in the wings are lefty-swinging speed- 
ster Tom Goodwin (.273, 28 stolen bases in 
AAA), who possesses 3.3 speed from home to 
first, and lefty-hitting outfielder/first baseman 
Henry Rodriguez (.271, 10, 67 in Triple-A). 


Player for the future: Outfielder Raul Mondesi 
climbed the A/AA/AAA ladder, spending a 
majority of the year at San Antonio, batting a 
combined .277 with 17 stolen bases. His arm 
has drawn raves. 


MONTREAL EXPOS 

The Expos had to find a way to spell relief. 
They feel they did that during the offseason. 
In John Wetteland, the ex-Dodger right- 
hander acquired from Cincinnati, the Expos 
picked up a stopper who doesn't blow 
saves—something the Expos did more of than 
any team in the majors. Wetteland (4.3, 2.79, 
20 saves in 21 opportunities at Albuquerque) 
should be the saver the Expos need. Lefty- 
swinging outfielder John Vander Wal (.293, 
15, 71 at Indianapolis) was an American As- 
sociation all-star, along with second baseman 
Todd Haney (.312). Switch-hitting shortstop 
Bret Barberie (.353 in 156 at bats with Montre- 
al) played just enough to eliminate himself 
from 1992 rookie consideration. He hit .312 at 
Indy. Southpaw Chris Haney (3-7 in 84%, in- 
nings in the bigs) is another non-rookie of the 
year possibility, although he began last sea- 
son at Harrisburg (5-3, 2.16) and was briefly in 
Triple-A. Perhaps the '91 minor leaguer with 
the best chance to have an impact on the '92 
Expos is shortstop Wil Cordero, whose poten- 
tial is unlimited, matching his range. And Cor- 
dero (.261, 11 homers at Indy) can hit. Jona- 
than Hurst is a 25-year-old who began ‘91 in 
the Texas chain, pitching for a Class-A inde- 
pendent team at Miami. He moved to Double- 


A at Tulsa, was dealt to the Expos in the Oil 
Can Boyd transaction, and then tore up the 
Eastern League for Harrisburg (5-0, 0.88). His 
overall stats for’91 were 15-3, 2.27, 142 strike- 
outs and 49 walks in 166% innings. If he 
doesn't open the season with the Expos, can 
he remain on the farm very long? And what 
about Eastern League MVP and batting 
champ Matt Stairs, the Canadian native who 
played for Canada’s Olympic team in 1988 
and last season batted 333, with 13 home 
runs, 78 RBis, and 23 stolen bases at Harris- 
burg? The Expos haven't given up on catcher 
Greg Colbrunn, who missed all of last season 
after undergoing elbow surgery (tendon trans- 
fer), then played winter ball in Mexico. Lefty 
Doug Piatt impressed in 21 relief appear- 
ances with the Expos (0-0, 2.60) and was 6-4, 
3.45, 13 saves, 61 strikeouts in 47 innings in 
Double-A. Player for the future: outfielder Ron- 
dell White (.260, 12, 67, 51 SB at Sumter), a 
first-round pick in '90. There wasn't a more 
exciting player in the South Atlantic League. 


NEW YORK METS 

The Mets turned down a Benito Santiago for 
Gregg Jefferies and Todd Hundley deal. Jef- 
feries is gone—to Kansas City in the trade for 
Bret Saberhagen—but Hundley, son of ex-big 
league catcher Randy Hundley, has a chance 
to be back of the plate for the Mets this sea- 
son. An International League all-star, the 
switch-hitting Hundley (.273, 14, 66 at Tide- 
water) may be ready despite batting just .133 
in 60 at bats in New York. Hundley may be on 
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the receiving end of pitches from Anthony 
Young (7-9, 3.73 in Triple-A; 2-5, 3.10 for the 
Mets) and 6-9 reliever Terry Bross (4-0, 7 
saves in AA/AAA), the former St. John's bas- 
ketball reserve who pitched well (1.80 in 8 
appearances) during a brief stint with the par- 
ent club. Lefty-hitting third baseman Chris 
Donnels (.303, 56 RBI in 84 games at Tidewat- 
er) hit .225 in 89 at bats for the Mets and 
played some first, second, and third base. He 
could claim a utility berth. Lefty-swinging all- 
star outfielder Jeromy Burnitz impressed folks 
in the Eastern League despite batting a mere 
.225. The Mets' first pick in the '90 draft, Bur- 
nitz became the first Eastern Leaguer to put 
together a 30-30 season, and the first any- 
where in the minors since Greg Vaughn in 
‘1987. His 31 homers and 31 stolen bases, 
plus 85 RBIs and 10 triples, were clear indica- 
tors that Burnitz possesses great power and 
good speed. Switch-hitting shortstop Tito Na- 
varro (.288, 42 SB in Double-A) had an out- 
standing year at Williamsport. John Johnstone 
(7-9, 3.97 at Williamsport) figures to be a year 
away. So does Julian Vasquez (3-2, 0,28, 25 
saves at St. Lucie), who was overwhelming in 
the Florida State League, allowing only 35 hits 
in 64 innings and just two earned runs in 56 
appearances. Player for the future: Jose Mar- 
tinez, the South Atlantic League leader in just 
about every pitching category (20-4, 1.49, 
158 strikeouts and just 30 walks at Columbia). 
Martinez became the first minor leaguer to win 
20 for one club since Fort Lauderdale's Gene 
Nelson in 1980. 


a i> 
Second full 
season of 
coverage! 
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PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES 

The Phillies should be singing, “California, 
Here We Come!" In bringing the Phils back to 
respectability, trader Lee Thomas may have 
pulled off one of his better deals when he ac- 
quired outfielder Ruben Amaro Jr. and south- 
paw Kyle Abbott, both Pacific Coast League 
all-stars, from the Angels. The switch-hitting 
Amaro (.326, 36 SB, minor-league-leading 42 
doubles at Edmonton) is the son of the former 
Phillie. Abbott (14-10, 3.99 at Edmonton), the 
Angels’ top draft pick in '89, fanned 120 and 
walked just 46 in 1801 innings. Shortstop Kim 
Batiste (.292, 18 SB at Scranton/Wilkes-Barre 
of the International League) made 37 errors in 
121 games but only one in seven games with 
the Phils. Switch-hitting outfielder Julio Pe- 
quero (.273, 21 SB in Triple-A) made only four 
errors in 127 games. Andy Ashby was 11-11, 
346 in Triple-A. At Double-A, Doug Lindsey 
(.259 at Reading) was rated the best defen- 
sive catcher in the Eastern League and Cary 
Williams (.278, 12 SB) exhibited one of the 
league's strongest arms. Left-handed-hitting 
outfielder Bruce Dostal (.313, 38 SB) earned 
Eastern League all-star honors. On the 
mound, reliever Toby Borland was 8-3, 2.70, 
24 saves, but must sharpen his control. And 
southpaw Andy Carter went 11-5, 4.84, Split- 
ting the season between Clearwater (Class-A) 
and Reading, Mike Williams made 29 starts 
and had a combined 14-8 record. In the 
Class-A Florida State League, shortstop Troy 
Paulsen (.288) and Elliott Gray (10-4, 2.45, 99 
strikeouts in 117 innings) were all-stars for 


Clearwater, Player for the future: Donnie Elliott 
split time in A-ball between Clearwater and 
Spartanburg of the South Atlantic League. His 
fastball was overwhelming in the S.A.L. (81 
whiffs in 51 innings). Overall, Elliott's season 
produced an 11-9 record and 184 strikeouts 
in 158 innings, 


PITTSBURGH PIRATES 

Tom Prince batted an unimpressive .208 in 
Triple-A, but the Buffalo backstop was rated 
the best defensive catcher in the American 
Association. In 34 at bats with the Pirates, he 
hit .265, and could challenge for the Bucs’ No, 
1 job. Prince threw out base-stealers at an 
outstanding .567 clip. Shortstop Carlos Gar- 
cia (.266, 60 RBI, 30 SB at Buffalo) had'a 
productive year in Triple-A. Veteran Rick 
Reed (14-4, 2.15) led the American Associa- 
tion in wins and ERA, and was its most valu- 
able pitcher. Paul Miller fashioned terrific AA/ 
AAA stats (12-4, 2.01, 101 hits in 156% in- 
nings) pitching for Carolina and Buffalo. Third 
baseman John Wehner (.277 in AA/AAA) hit 
.340 in 106 at bats for the Bucs. Lefty Rosario 
Rodriguez (4-3, 3.00, 8 saves at Buffalo) split 
a pair of big-league decisions. Third baseman 
Kevin Young had combined A/AA stats of 
.330, 31 doubles, 61 RBI, but he was also 
charged with 40 errors. Tim Wakefield was the 
organization leader in victories (15-8, 2.90, 8 
complete games at Carolina). Mike Roesler 
was a combined 7-8, 14 saves in AA/AAA. 
Player for the future: Outfielder Scott Bullett 
had a terrific year in Class-A at Augusta and 
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then Salem. Bullett hit a combined .298 with 
29 doubles, 11 triples, and stole 63 bases in 
87 attempts. He's up there swinging (only 35 
walks in 579 plate appearances), but he also 
misses a bit too often (108 strikeouts). With 
Bobby Bonilla gone and Barry Bonds having 
one foot out the door this winter, the Pirates 
may need to rush an outfielder along for '93. 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS 

Ray Stephens (.279 in 165 Triple-A at bats) 
should stick as a backup catcher. The most 
fascinating part of the Louisville franchise was 
not its players—they went 51-92, the worst 
record in club history—but rather the fans. 
Despite a sorry Triple-A team, turnstiles 
clicked to the tune of 565, 716. That was sec- 
ond in the minors to runaway winner Buffalo. 
Third baseman Stan Royer (.254, 14, 74) was 
the team MVP, despite striking out 126 times. 
Southpaw Rheal Cormier (7-9, 4.23) dis- 
played great control at Louisville and with the 
parent club (4-5, 4.12 in 11 appearances with 
the Redbirds), Arkansas’ Double-A club was 
just as bad (49-87) as its Triple-A counterpart. 
Mark Clark (5-5; 4.00 in Double-A; 3.2, 2.98 
Triple-A) could make the Cards’ staff. Out- 
fielder Brian Jordan (.264, 10 SB in Triple-A) is 
better known for secondary play for the Atlan- 
ta Falcons. Outfielder Cliff Brannon (.281, 11 
SB) was Arkansas’ best hitter, while first base- 
man John Sellick (.245, 18, 63) exhibited the 
most power. John Ericks (5-14, 4.77) had one 
of the best fastballs among Texas Leaguers. 
And lefty Donovan Osborne (8-12, 3.63) 
pitched well for Arkansas. Lefty-hitting out- 
fielder John "Skeets" Thomas (.298, 10 tri- 
ples) had a solid year in A-ball at St. Peters- 
burg, Tom Urbani (11-9, 2.28 in A-ball at 
Springfield and St, Petersburg) led the organi- 
zation in victories and ERA. Player for the fu- 
ture: Fireman Clyde Keller (5-0, 0.75, 76 
strikeouts, just 30 hits in 60 innings at Spring- 
field) saved 32 games. 


SAN DIEGO PADRES 

There's little help coming from Triple-A, where 
Las Vegas was virtually devoid of Pacific 
Coast League statistical leaders. Ricky Bones 
(8-6, 4.22 at Vegas) Was 4-6, 4.83 in 11 starts 
for the Padres and could remain in San Die- 
go's thin rotation, Perhaps providing the most 
from last year's Triple-A crop is third base- 
man/first baseman Dave Staton (.267, 22, 74). 
Outfielder Will Taylor (.259) led the P.C.L. in 
stolen bases (62 in 84 attempts). Catcher Dan 
Walters hit .317 in 96 games for Las Vegas. 
Lefty-hitting second baseman Jeff Gardner 
(.292 at Tidewater) comes over from the Mets. 
Outfielder Jim Vatcher had a good year in Tri- 
ple-A (.266, 17, 67), Lefty-swinging first base- 
man Guillermo Velasquez produced solid 
power numbers in Double-A at Wichita of the 
Texas League (.295, 21, 100). There's outfield 
speed in the switch-hitting Vince Harris (.286, 
48 SB). Switch-hitting shortstop Jose Valentin 
(.251, 17, 68) packs some power and, despite 
his 40 errors, was considered to have the best 
infield arm in the Texas League. The top Dou- 
ble-A pitching came from Frank Seminara, 
who had been claimed in last year's Rule V 
draft from the Yankees. The Padres protected 
Seminara after a 15-10, 3.38 season at Wichi- 
ta. Southpaw Kerry Knox was a modest 4-4, 
4.91 in Double-A, but his only complete game 
was also the only no-hitter tossed in the Texas 
League last season. Starter-reliever Doug 


Brocail (10-7, 3.87, 6 saves) fashioned a hot 
streak in which he twirled three consecutive 
shutouts. Player for the future: Outfielder Matt 
Mieske (.341, 15, 119, 39 SB at High Desert) 
led the California League in batting, total 
bases (261), walks (94), hits (168), and dou- 
bles (36). Mieske, who topped the minors with 
his .456 on-base percentage, was the Class-A 
league's MVP and most exciting player. 


SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS 
Switch-hitting second baseman Andres San- 
tana (.316, 45 SB at Phoenix) earned Pacific 
Coast League all-star honors. Lefty-swinging 
outfielder Ted Wood (,311, 11, 109, 12 SB) 
paced the P.C.L. in RBIs and walks (86), Out- 
fielder Darren Lewis tore up the P.C.L. (.340, 
10 triples, 52 RBI, 32 SB in 63 games) before 
going up and losing his big-league rookie sta- 
tus (.248, 13 SB in 72 games with the Giants). 
He's up to stay, Shreveport’s Double-A Texas 
League club was loaded with talent in 1991, 
And one player, all-star shortstop Royce Clay- 
ton, is ticketed for major league duty in '92. 
Clayton (,280, 68 RBI, 36 SB) was the Texas 
League's most exciting player, and despite 
too many strikeouts (102) and just 3-for-26 hit- 
ting with the Giants in September, look for him 
at short on opening day, Outfielder Steve Ho- 
sey (.293, 17, 74, 24 SB) was a T.L. all-star 
who earned a spot on the Giants’ winter roster. 
Lefty-hitting first baseman Dan Lewis was pro- 
ductive in Double-A (.291, 13, 90). Ditto for 
switch-hitting second baseman John Patter- 
son (.295, 13 triples, 40 SB). On the mound, 
Paul McClellan was the Texas League's most 
valuable pitcher (11-1, 2.82) and was 2-2, 
2.82 in Triple-A. Pat Rapp was a combined 
13-7, 2.57 in A/AA, Johnny Ard was 9-3, 2,74 
in Double-A but was hit hard in Triple-A. Larry 
Carter earned T.L. all-star honors, going 9-8, 
2.95, 133 strikeouts in 149 innings. Dan 
Rambo was 12-6, 3.67 in Double-A. And re- 
liever Jim Myers (6-4, 2.48) recorded 24 
saves. The top pitching performance for the 
Giants—and was there a better year any- 
where—was turned in by Rich Huisman (16-4, 
1,83, 216 strikeouts and only 126 hits in 182 
innings at San Jose). He won the California 
League pitching triple crown and led the mi- 
nors in whiffs. Player for the future: Salornon 
Torres (16-5, 1.41, 214 strikeouts and only 
148 hits in 211 innings at Clinton) won two 
postseason games for the Midwest League 
champs and is 29-6 since being signed as.an 
undrafted free agent, 


BALTIMORE ORIOLES 

Mike Mussina spent the last two months of 
1991 with the Orioles but still was named In- 
ternational League Pitcher of the Year for his 
10-4, 2.87 stats, With the Birds, his earned run 
average was also 2.87, and while his won-lost 
was a modest 4-5, he had an eye-catching 
1.66 ERA over 48% innings the last month of 
the season, You have to pencil Mussina into 
the Orioles’ rotation. Another |.L. all-star was 
outfielder Luis Mercedes (.334, 23 stolen 
bases at Rochester), who was second in the 
league In batting after winning titles in ‘89 
(Carolina League) and '90 (Eastern League). 
Lefty-swinging outfielder Chito Martinez lost 
rookie status after spending three months with 
the Orioles (.269, 13 HR), but he stayed long 
enough at Rochester (.322, 20 HR) to win or- 
ganizational Player of the Year honors. He's 
up to stay, of course, Catcher Jeff Tackett 
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(.236 in Triple-A) had a .993 fielding percent- 
age and led the organization in throwing out 
would-be base stealers (521), Shortstop 
Ricky Gutierrez hit 236 at Hagerstown and 
then swung a .306 bat when promoted to Tri- 
ple-A. Anthony Telford (12-9, 3.95) was a de- 
pendable starter at Rochester. Lefty-hitting 
first baseman Benny DiStefano (.267, 18, 83) 
provided punch in Triple-A. There were a 
number of fine performances at Hagerstown, 
including those by Eastern League all-star 
second baseman Rodney Lofton (.284, 56 
$B), first baseman Ken Shamburg (.275, 10, 
82, league-leading 36 doubles), and relievers 
Todd Stephan (5-5, 2.12, 14 saves) and Jeff 
Williams (3-5, 2.60, 17 saves). Player for the 
future: Although he already made it to the ma- 
jors (and was roughed up in eight starts), the 
O's are taking it slowly with potentially the best 
left-hander in the minors. Arthur Rhodes (7-4, 
2.70, 115 Ks in 106% innings at Hagerstown) 
was an Eastern League all-star who figures to 
pitch this season al Rochester, 


BOSTON RED SOX 

Lefty-swinging third baseman Scott Cooper 
(.277, 15, 72 at Pawtucket) was an Internation- 
al League all-star who tore it up in 14 games 
for the Red Sox (.457, .686 slugging percent- 
age in 35 at bats), Only problem, there's a guy 
named Wade Boggs ahead of him. Phil Plan- 
tier also earned |.L. all-star honors, despite 
playing just 84 games for Pawtucket (.305, 16, 
61). The Sox’ 11th-round pick in 1987 assured 
himself of a '92 spot at Fenway by swinging a 
very solid bat in the majors (.331, 11, 35 in 148 
at bats), Outfielder Bob Zupcic (.240, 18, 70 in 
Triple-A) covers a lot of ground, yet made only 
two errors for the Pawsox. Fireman Pete Hoy, 
all 6-foot-7 of him, recorded 20 saves in AA/ 
AAA last season. He was 4-4, 1.46, 15 saves 
at New Britain and 1-2, 2.38, 5 saves at Paw- 
tucket. Reliever Daryl Irvine (1-1, 3.00, 17 
saves at Pawtucket) had an outstanding year 
in Triple-A. Left-handed-hitting first baseman 
Mo Vaughn (.260 in 219 at bats for the Red 
Sox) surrendered his rookie status. He had 
begun '91 at Pawtucket (.274, 14, 50 in 69 
games). Paul Quantrill moved from Double-A 
(2-1, 2.06 at New Britain) to Triple-A (10-7, 
4.45 at Pawtucket). The Sox had a pair of Car- 
olina League all-stars: switch-hitting second 
baseman Willie Tatum (.287, 15 SB) and out- 
fielder Jeff McNeely (.322, 38 SB in 59 al- 
tempts). McNeely is a pure athlete, speed 
now, potential power down the road, and a 
great defensive center fielder who may force 
Ellis Burks to move elsewhere. Player for the 
future: The question surrounding teen-ager 
Frankie Rodriguez is whether he'll remain a 
shortstop or become a pitcher. Actually, he 
did both in leading his team to the '91 Junior 
College World Series, fanning 17 in the final 
game and going 14-1 for the season. But he 
also batted .450, and when he signed with the 
Sox, he opted to play every day. At Elmira, he 
batted .271, and while he committed 24 er- 
rors, Rodriguez has a rocket arm, A two-way 
threat who plays the field when he is not pitch- 
ing? Interesting, but unlikely. 


CALIFORNIA ANGELS 

There'll be plenty of pressure on Lee Stevens 
this spring. Wally Joyner was a popular Angel, 
but not with Jackie Autry, wife of The Cowboy 
whose saddlebags have become a lot lighter 
in pursuit of the Angels’ first World Series 
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championship, Joyner jumped to Kansas City 
as a free agent and the lefty-swinging Stevens 
(.314, 19, 96 at Edmonton) is on first base for 
the Halos. Stevens hit .293 for California in 
September, homerless but with seven dou- 
bles in 58 at bats. Outfielder Chad Curtis 
(.316, 46 stolen bases) had a big year in the 
Pacific Coast League. Joe Grahe was 9-3, 
4.01 in Triple-A before spending the last three 
months (and losing rookie status) with the An- 
gels, going 3-7, 4.81 but pitching so well at 
home (1.23 ERA) that he's still considered a 
candidate for a spot in the Halos’ rotation. 
Chris Beasley (3-5 at Edmonton) lost his only 
big-league decision but had a 3.38 ERA in 22 
relief appearances and was very impressive 
hurling at home (1.23 ERA and .184 oppo- 
nents’ batting average). Shortstop Gary Di- 
Sarcina (.316, 16 SB in Triple-A) was Edmon- 
ton’s Player of the Year, not only for clutch 
hitting (.345 with runners in scoring position) 
but for his outstanding defense (.967 fielding 
percentage, 99 DP). DiSarcina improved his 
batting average more than 100 points. Out- 
fielder Mark Davis (.278, 13 HR, 32 SB at Ed- 
monton) could be ready, At Midland in the 
Texas League (Double-A), first baseman/third 
baseman Mark Howie (.364, 18, 123) earned 
MVP honors, won the batting title by 20 points, 
and struck out only 49 times in 516 at bats. 
Can he DH for someone in the majors in '92 or 
'93? Second baseman Kevin Flora (.285, 12, 
67, 40 SB) led the Texas League in triples 
(15), Outfielder Tim Salmon (.245, 23, 94, 12 
SB) packs power but must cut down on his 
166 strikeouts from last season, On the 
mound, Michael Butcher was 9-6 with three 
saves; reliever Mark Zappelli was 2-2, 2.48, 
11 saves (and was 2-1 in AAA); and Don Vid- 
mar posted all-star figures of 13-5, 3.16. Play- 
er for the future: Reliever Paul Swingle (5-4, 
4.42, 10 saves) struck out 63 in 57 innings in 
A-ball at Palm Springs. 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX 

Southern League all-star southbaw and ERA 
leader Wilson Alvarez (10-6, 1.83, 165 strike- 
outs and just 109 hits in 152‘ innings at Bir- 
mingham) certainly proved he was ready to 
climb right into a major league rotation. With 
the White Sox, Alvarez was 3-2, 3.51 and 
threw a no-hitter. Roberto Hernandez won his 
lone big-league decision but was roughed up 
during his stay with the Chisox. However, he 
was outstanding in the minors (2-1, 1.99 in 
Double-A; 4-1, 3.22 in Triple-A), striking out 65 
in 67 innings. Ramon Garcia split eight deci- 
sions with the Sox after dominating Southern 
League batters (4-0, 0.93) and going 2-2, 4.05 
in Triple-A. Steve Wapnick has bounced 
around, overcome adversity, and may have 
settled in with the Chisox, Last season, he was 
6-3, 2.76, 20 saves with Toronto's Triple-A 
club in Syracuse and 0-1, 1.80 with the Sox, 
Chris Howard had an excellent season in 
Double-A (6-1, 2.04, 9 saves at Birmingham), 
where he fanned 52 and walked just 16 in 53 
innings. Infielders Esteban Beltre (.271 in Tri- 
ple-A) and switch-hitting Norberto Martin 
(.278, 11 SB in Triple-A) have a shot at moving 
up in a backup role. Jeff Carter lost his lone 
decision with the Sox and had an unimpres- 
sive 3-7 Triple-A ledger, bul posted a 3.05 
ERA and four saves, working mostly in relief. 
Lefty-swinging outfielder Derek Lee had com- 
bined AA/AAA stats of .305, 11, 60, 13 steals. 
Player for the future: Lefty-hitting first base- 
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MINOR LEAGUES 
man Scott Cepicky (.290) led the Florida State 
League in runs batted in (76). 


CLEVELAND INDIANS 

The Indians have a third baseman. Cause 
enough for celebration for a team mired in the 
basement. And best of all, they'll have the left- 
handed-hitting machine named Jim Thome 
(pronounced To-may) for years to come. He's 
only 21, but has been impressive with the bat 
most of the past two seasons. In 1990, he hit 
.373 at Burlington (Rookie) and .308 at Kin- 
ston (Class A), popping 16 homers for the 
year. In '91, he jumped to Double-A and hit 
.337, earning an Eastern League all-star berth 
playing for Canton-Akron, then spent the last 
1% months in Triple-A at Colorado Springs 
(.285 in 151 at-bats). His combined AA/AAA 
stats were .319 with 73 RBIs. The Indians ac- 
quired some pitching help from the Dodgers, 
trading for southpaw Dennis Cook (7-3, 3,63, 
84 whiffs in 91% innings at Albuquerque), who 
was 1-0, 0.51 briefly with L.A., and Pacific 
Coast League teammate Mike Christopher (7- 
2, 2.44, 16 saves in Triple-A), who worked four 
scoreless frames with L.A. Also on the hill, 
where the Indians can use all the help they 
can find, there's southpaw changeup/curve- 
ball specialist Jeff Mutis, Can he make the 
jump from Double-A? At Canton-Akron, he 
was 11-5, Eastern League-low 1.80 ERA, with 
seven complete games and four shutouts in 
24 starts. Also pitching well in the Eastern 
League were Mike Walker (9-4, 2.79, 11 
saves), Tom Kramer (7-3, 2.38, 6 saves; plus 
1-0, 0.79, 4 saves in Triple-A), and Eric Bell (9- 
5, 2.89; plus 2-1, 2.13 in Triple-A). Lefty Mike 
Thomas (8-3, 3.04, 20 saves, 89 Ks in 68 In- 
nings in A-ball) was the top Rule V draft pick, 
lost by the Expos. In a deal with the Astros, the 
Indians picked up ex-Arizona basketball star 
Kenny Lofton (.308, 17 triples at Tucson), an 
exciting outfield prospect, and infielder Dave 
Rohde (.372 in 253 at bats at Tucson). Switch- 
hitting first baseman Reggie Jefferson spent 
more time changing uniforms (Nashville, Cin- 
cinnati, Cleveland, Canton-Akron, Colorado 
Springs) than anything else, but he did hit Tri- 
ple-A pitching well (.307 at Nashville, 309 at 
Colorado Springs). After being so highly-tout- 
ed by the Reds, then hurt most of '90, could 
Jefferson be ready in '92 to become an every- 
day first sacker? Among the numerous eye- 
catching pitching stats from the A-ball staff at 
Kinston (89-49 record), the most impressive 
was by reliever Mike Soper (3-2, 2.47, 72 
strikeouts in 73 innings). Soper tied the all- 
time National Association record with 41 
saves. Player for the future: Outfielder Manny 
Ramirez (.326, 19, 63) nearly won the Triple 
Crown in Rookie ball, after being a June '91 
first-round pick. 


DETROIT TIGERS 

The farm system didn't produce much last 
season. But there may be a few hitters to help 
the club that was last in the A.L. in batting. 
Left-handea-hitting Scott Livingstone (.302, 
62 RBI in 92 games at Toledo) was the starting 
third baseman in the Triple-A Alliance All-Star 
game and hit .291 in 127 at bats for the Tigers. 
Despite a midseason back ailment, catcher 
Rich Rowland had an outstanding year in the 
International League (.272, 13 HR) and ought 
to stick at Tiger Stadium. Lefty-swinging first 
baseman Rico Brogna did not take a step for- 
ward last season. The Tigers’ first pick in the 


‘88 draft and the Eastern League home-run 
leader in 90, Brogna started slowly in '91, bat- 
ted only 220 in Triple-A, but had .273, 13, 51 
stats in 77 games in Double-A. A former foot- 
ball/baseball standout at Georgia Tech, out- 
fielder Riccardo Ingram had his best year 
(.271, 18, 64 at London). Eastern League 
teammate Jody Hurst sat out a good deal of 
'91, but the outfielder hit .278 in 54 games for 
London. The Tigers also need pitching help. 
Lefty Scott Aldred (8-8, 3.92 in Triple-A) was 
2-4 in 11 starts for the Tigers and could remain 
in the rotation, Kevin Ritz was 8-7, 3,28 at To- 
ledo, but 0-3 and horribly wild for the Tigers. 
Greg Gohr (10-8, 4.61 in Triple-A) and John 
DeSilva (combined 10-8, 136 strikeouts in 132 
innings in AA/AAA) may be among those hurl- 
ers who move up and stick, but it may have to 
be In solving the Tigers’ primary mound need, 
which is finding a setup man for Mike Henne- 
man, Gohr, a first-round pick in '89, made the 
big club's roster after just 22 seasons and is 
23-13 for his career, DeSilva is 28-17 in three 
years as a minor league starter. On the mound 
in Double-A, John Doherty (3-3, 2.22) led Lon- 
don with 15 saves. Lefty Randy Marshall, who 
had a tremendous year |n ‘90, was 8-10, 4.47 
at London, where southpaw Buddy Groom 
was 7-1, 3.48 (and 2-5 in Triple-A). Player for 
the future: Brian Warren was a combined 11- 
3, 2.44 and walked just 20 batters in 129 in- 
nings in A-ball at Fayetteville and Lakeland, 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS 

Most of the Royals’ minor jeague talent is, pro- 
fessionally, wet behind the ears...a few 
years away. But American Association all-star 
catcher Tim Spehr (.274 in 215 at bats at 
Omaha) hit three home runs in 74 at bats for 
the Royals (.189). Veteran lefty Bob Buchanan 
was 11-7, 3.26 at Omaha, where he earned 
all-star honors. Archie Corbin (8-8, 4.66 at 
Memphis) led the organization in strikeouts 
(166). Joel Johnston (4-7, 5.21, 8 saves in 
AAA) could win a spot in middle relief. Lefty- 
swinging outfielder Kevin Koslofski (.324, 10 
stolen bases at Memphis) was a Southern 
League all-star, and hit .298 in 94 at bats at 
Omaha. Mark Huismann (6-5, 3.16 in Triple- 
A), Mark Parnell (4-5, 3.04 in Double-A), and 
Skip Wiley (4-2, 1.68 in A) each notched 17 
saves. A couple of new acquisitions could be 
in the pitching mix. Rusty Meacham (9-7, 3.09 
at Toledo) was 2-1, 5.20 with Detroit. Alex 
Sanchez, Toronto's top pick in '87, out of 
UCLA, and once thought to be one of the 
game's premier mound prospects, fell out of 
Triple-A last season after going 1-4, 10.29 at 
Syracuse, where he couldn't locate the plate, 
but was then 4-2, 3.07 at Knoxville. Player for 
the future: Switch-hitting teen-age outfielder 
Darren Burton (.269 at Appleton) had 32 dou- 
bles and 37 steals, but also fanned 122 times 
in the Class-A Midwest League. 


MILWAUKEE BREWERS 

There could be an infusion of right-handed 
pitching from the minors to the Brewers’ staff 
this spring. Cal Eldred, the team's No, 1 pick 
in 1989, was selected as Milwaukee's minor 
league Player of the Year. He didn't appear 
headed for any honors early in '91, but re- 
bounded from a 3-8 start to finish 13-9, 3.75, 
with an American Association-high 168 strike- 
outs in 185 innings at Triple-A champion Den- 
ver, And he won his two decisions with the 
Brewers. Chris George (4-5, 2.33, 4 saves in 
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Triple-A) was the organization's minor league 
Player of the Year in '89. Mark Kiefer, whose 
brother Steve was a big-league infielder, was 
selected MVP of the Triple-A Alliance champi- 
onship series and posted combined numbers 
of 16-6, 4.07 at El Paso and Denver. Australian 
Dave Nilsson, a switch-hitting catcher, was 
the minors’ top full-season batter with a .366 
average between El Paso (.418 in 65 games) 
and Denver. Nilsson had 71 RBIs last season, 
was named to the Texas League and Double- 
A all-stars, and was expected to be at full 
strength this spring following left shoulder sur- 
gery last August. First baseman John Jaha 
(.344, 30, 134, 12 SB at El Paso) was the Dou- 
ble-A Player of the Year and the Texas League 
MVP. He led the league in homers and paced 
the minors in RBIs, extra-base hits (71, includ- 
ing 38 doubles), and slugging percentage 
(.619). Middle infielder Pat Listach was the 
glue of Denver's interior defense. He hit a 
combined. 252 in AA/AAA and stole 37 bases 
(he's averaged 43 in four pro seasons). Sec- 
ond baseman William Suero batted a feeble 
-198 for Syracuse (International), but an early- 
August trade seemed to give his bat new life. 
With Denver, he hit .386 in 20 games, stole 20 
bases for the season, and was a key perform- 
er in postseason play. Outfielder Jim Olander 
(.325, 32 doubles, 10 triples, 78 RBI, 14 SB at 
Denver) was the MVP in the American Associ- 
ation. An interesting story to follow in the 
Brewers’ organization is that of southpaw Otis 
Green. He used to wear No. 00 as an outfield- 
er/first baseman in the Blue Jays’ chain. Now, 
he's moving up the Brews' ladder as a strike- 
out pitcher (combined A/AA stats of 12-4, 
2.43, 155 Ks, only 76 hits in 126 innings). Play- 
er for the future: '91 first-round pick Tyrone 
Hill. The lefty was 4-2, 3.15, 76 Ks in 60 in- 
nings at Helena in the Pioneer League. 


MINNESOTA TWINS 

Catcher Lenny Webster (.252 at Portland) had 
three homers among his 10 hits (.294) for the 
Twins. He can throw and could be their requ- 
lar backstop this season. Outfielder Jarvis 
Brown (.289, 26 SB in the P.C.L.) has big- 
league speed. And flychaser Pedro Munoz 
(.316 in 212 Portland at-bats) already has dis- 
played his ability to hit major league pitching 
(.283, 7, 26 in 138 at bats for the Twins). 

The World Series champions lost Jack Mor- 
ris to all the millions the Blue Jays could mus- 
ter. So the Twins have a spot open in the rota- 
tion. Tom Edens (10-7, 3.01 at Portland) was a 
Pacific Coast League all-star hurler and sec- 
ond in the league in ERA. Lefty Denny Neagle 
was 9-4, 3.27, 94 Ks in 105 innings at Port- 
land, where Willie Banks went 9-8, 4.55. Pat 
Mahomes was a Southern League all-star (8- 
5, 1.78, 136 Ks in 116 innings). And combined 
with effective hurling in Triple-A, Mahomes's 
combined stats read 11-10, 2.32, 177 Ks in 
171 innings. Mike Trombley had an outstand- 
ing year in AA (12-7, 2.54, 175 Ks in 191 in- 
nings). Lefty-swinging first baseman Paul Sor- 
rento appeared in the Series for the Twins af- 
ter a .308, 13, 79 season in the P.C.L. Veteran 
DH Bernardo Brito (.259, 27, 83 in Triple-A) 
shared P.C.L. home-run honors, his sixth HR 
title in the minors. Fireman Greg Johnson (3-3, 
2.40 at Orlando) saved 25 games and struck 
out 61 Southern League batters in 56 innings. 
Cheo Garcia (.282, 75 RBI, 13 SB at Orlando) 
was the Southern League all-star third base- 
man. Third baseman Paul Russo (.271, 20, 
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100 at Kenosha) was the top power hitter in 
the Midwest League, where switch-hitting out- 
fielder Midre Cummings (.322, 28 SB) won the 
batting title. Player for the future; Top draft 
pick, third baseman Scott Stahoviak (.278 at 
Visalia), bypassed rookie ball. 


NEW YORK YANKEES 

Darrin Chapin (10-3, 1.95, 12 saves at Interna- 
tional League champ Columbus) had a shot at 
working his way into the Yankee bullpen. But 
he was traded to Philadelphia. Catcher John 
Ramos (.308, 10, 63 in Triple-A) went 8-for-23 
in a brief stint with the Yankees. Switch-hitting 
Gerald Williams (combined .271, 27 SB in AA/ 
AAA) possesses a center fielder's range and 
the arm of a right fielder. Outfielder Mike Hum- 
phreys (,283, 34 SB at Columbus) could chal- 
lenge for 4 reserve role. Eastern League play- 
off-winning Albany had an outstanding offen- 
sive infield duo in shortstop Dave Silvestri 
(.262, 19, 83, 20 SB), who needs to cut down 
on his strikeouts (126), and switch-hitting first 
baseman J.T. Snow (.279, 13, 76). The pair 
was joined on the E.L. all-stars by Ed Martel 
(13-6, 2.81, league-high 141 Ks in 163% in- 
nings) and reliever Larry Stanford (2-3, 1,89, 
61 Ks and just 41 hits in 62 innings), who 
shared the league lead in saves (24). At the 
Class-A level, Sam Militello led the Yankee 
organization in ERA (1.57), combining for a 
14-4 record, 168 strikeouts, just 46 walks, and 
105 hits in 149% innings. Russ Springer was 
5-9, 3.49 at Fort Lauderdale and 1-0, 1.80 with 
Albany, combining for 154 strikeouts in 167% 
innings. And 6-7 Roberto Munoz was 5-8, 2.33 
in the Florida State League. Robert Eenhoorn, 
a native of The Netherlands, possesses big- 
league defensive skills at shortstop. But his 
bat (.241 at Prince William) is a couple of 
years away. The Yankees picked up a pair of 
promising pitching prospects from the White 
Sox in the Steve Sax trade: right-handers Rob- 
ert Wickman and Domingo Jean. Player for 
the future: Who else? Southpaw Brien Taylor, 
the $1.55 million bonus pitcher who wowed 
‘em in the Instructional League (2.25 ERA, 27 
strikeouts in 16 innings). 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS 

A trio of right-handers will get a look this 
spring. Todd Van Poppel, the heralded first- 
round pick in 1990, was 6-13 in Double-A at 
Huntsville but had a fine 3.47 ERA for a team 
22 games under .500. He still must sharpen 
his control. Bruce Walton (1-1, 1.35, 49 strike- 
outs in 46% innings at Tacoma) led the Pacific 
Coast League with 20 saves and was select- 
ed to the Triple-A all-star team. Kevin Camp- 
bell (9-2, 1.80, 2 saves, just 53 hits in 75 in- 
nings in Triple-A) won his only decision with 
Oakland (2.74, 13 hits in 23 innings). The A's 
should get some infield help from their farm 
system. Third baseman Scott Brosius (,286 at 
Tacoma, .235 in 68 at bats with the A's) and 
versatile infielder Scott Hemond (.272, 11 SB 
at Tacorna) figure in the third-base picture. 
Lefty-swinging right fielder/first baseman 
Dann Howitt (.267, 14, 73 in Triple-A), third 
baseman Craig Paquette (.262 at Huntsville), 
southpaw David Zancanaro (5-10, 3.38 in the 
Southern League), and lefty-hitting outfielder 
Troy Nee! (.272, 23, 75 at Huntsville in his first 
season with the A's since coming over from 
the Indians) could be in the big leagues by 
'93. Tim Peek (2-4, 3.26 at Huntsville) led the 
Southern League in saves (26), Henry Mer- 


cedes (.258 at Modesto) was rated the top 
catching prospect in the California League. 
Lefty Doug Johns (12-6, 3.23 in A-ball) tossed 
the only no-hitter in Madison history, a 9-in- 
ning, 83-pitch gem. Player for the future: Todd 
Revenig may be a long shot, a 37th-round 
draft pick in '90. But in A/AA, Revenig pitched 
to an 0.96 ERA (1-0, 0.94, 13 saves at Madi- 
son; 1-2, 0.98 at Huntsville). In 62 appear- 
ances during his two-year pro career, Reven- 
ig's ERA is 0.88, and he's allowed just 57 hits 
in 9134 innings, fanning 83 and walking 23. 


SEATTLE MARINERS 

Left-handed-hitting first baseman Tino Marti- 
nez (.326, 18, 86, 34 doubles at Calgary) was 
MVP in the Pacific Coast League. But in 112 at 
bats with the Mariners, he hit just .205, This 
figures to be his breakthrough year. Middle 
infielder Rich Amaral (.346, 30 stolen bases in 
86 games in Triple-A) led the P.C,L. in batting. 
Outfielder Pat Lennon (.329, 15, 74, 12 SB) 
had a solid year in Triple-A, finishing second 
to Amaral among P.C.L. batsmen. Lefty- 
swinging outfielder Dave Brundage doesn't 
pack much power, but he hit .310 in AAA and 
committed only one error in 94 games. Lefty- 
hitting Jim Bowie (.310, 10, 67 at Jacksonville) 
was considered the top defensive first base- 
man, led the Southern League in hitting, then 
hit .340 in 50 at bats with Calgary. Southpaw 
Dave Fleming was a combined 12-6, organi- 
zation-low 2.54 ERA at Jacksonville/Calgary. 
He walked just 28 batters in 156 innings, strik- 
ing out 125, and completed seven of his 21 
starts. He won his only decision with the Mari- 
ners but was roughed up for 10 extra-base 
hits in 17% innings. If he doesn't open with 
Seattle, he should be with the big club during 
the season. Southern League all-star second 
baseman Bret Boone (,255, 19, 75) may find 
himself playing shortstop for the Mariners if 
they can adjust his throwing; if not, Bob 
Boone's boy will be in their lineup anyway be- 
cause of his bat. Roger Salkeld is the classic 
strikeout pitcher. Again in '91, Salkeld (8-8, 
3.05) posted big whiff stats: 159 in 154 innings 
in the Southern League, where he was rated 
the top hill prospect and had the best control 
(he walked just 55). Jeff Nelson posted 19 
saves and won seven more in AA/AAA. Out- 
fielder Tow Maynard (.275 in A/AA) led the 
minor leagues with 88 stolen bases, But the 
singles hitter has to cut way down on strike- 
outs (110 in 461 at bats). Player for the future: 
Marc Newfield (.300, 11, 68, 12 SB at San 
Bernardino) was rated the top batting pros- 
pect in the California League. He's only 19, 
and he could add power to the Mariners’ line- 
up within a couple of years. 


TEXAS RANGERS 

No, he can't win Rookie of the Year in the 
American League, even though he was last 
season's home-run king in the American As- 
sociation. That's because Triple-A all-star 
third baseman Dean Palmer (.299, 22, 59 at 
Oklahoma City) had only 234 at bats in Triple- 
A before going up June 25 and sticking with 
the Rangers (.187, 15 homers, 96 strikeouts in 
268 at bats). Palmer's up there to stay, and 
you shouldn't be surprised if in the same in- 
field is second baseman Monty Fariss (.271, 
13, 73 at Okie City), who has to cut down on 
his strikeouts (143). Left-handed-hitting first 
baseman Rob Maurer (.301, 20, 77 at Okie 
City) led the American Association in doubles 
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(41), total bases (245), and walks (96). The 
league’s Rookie of the Year, Maurer also 
fanned too much (134). Hector Fajardo, the 
player to be named later in the Steve Bue- 
chele deal, was the only player in pro ball to 
play for every full-season club in his organiza- 
tion, Fajardo led Pirate farm hands in strike- 
outs (151) and did the bulk of his pitching as a 
starter for Carolina (Southern) and Augusta 
(South Atlantic). In eight Triple-A relief ap- 
pearances, he was 1-0, 0.96, 1 save with 12 
strikeouts in 9% innings. Although he didn’t 
play Triple-A ball, |lvan Rodriguez also lost his 
big-league rookie status for ‘92. Rodriguez 
(.274 in 175 at bats at Tulsa) shared Texas 
League all-star catching honors, then hit .264 
in 288 at bats with the Rangers. He's their 
catcher of the '90s. Reliever Barry Manuel (2- 
7, 3.29 at Tulsa) recorded 25 saves. Lefty- 
swinging outfielder Rusty Greer (.294, 12 sto- 
len bases at Charlotte) was a Florida State 
League all-star. Lefty Terry Burrows (12-8, 
4.45 at Gastonia) led the farm system with 151 
strikeouts in the South Atlantic League. Player 
for the future: Matt Whiteside (3-1, 2.15, 71 
strikeouts in 63 innings at Gastonia) led the 
organization in saves (29). 


TORONTO BLUE JAYS 

Outfielder Derek Bell was last season's minor 
league Player of the Year. At Syracuse, he led 
the International League in batting (.346), runs 
(89), hits (158), total bases (243), and RBIs 
(93). And Bell, who hit 13 homers, also had 12 
triples and stole 27 bases. Get the idea that 
this kid is ready to play every day north of the 
border? Toronto has cleared some room in the 
outfield and Bell is ready. International Lea- 
gure all-star shortstop Eddie Zosky (.264 at 
Syracuse) had the best infield arm and was 
the top defensive shortstop in the league. 
Zosky might beat out Manny Lee for the start- 
ing job. Acquired from Cleveland, switch-hit- 
ting outfielder Turner Ward (.330 in 218 at bats 
at Syracuse) impressed International Lea- 
guers after coming over from the Pacific 
Coast League (10-for-51 at Colorado 
Springs). Domingo Martinez (.313, 17, 83 at 
Syracuse) was the International League all- 
star first baseman, and he's excellent defen- 
sively. Pat Hentgen (8-9, 4.47) led the |.L. and 
Jays’ farm hands in strikeouts (155). There 
wasn't a better fastball in the league. Lefty 
Vince Horsman (4-1, 2.34, 80 strikeouts anc 
19 walks in 81 innings at Knoxville) jumped 
from Double-A to pitching four shutout innings 
for the Jays and a spot on the winter roster. 
Rick Trlicek (2-5, 2.45, 16 saves at Knoxville) 
should be the No. 1 closer at Syracuse this 
season. Lefty-swinging third baseman Ray 
Giannelli (.276 in the Southern League) 
worked on playing the outfield in the Instruc- 
tional League. Knoxville second baseman Jeff 
Kent (.256, 12, 61, 25 SB) had a solid year in 
Double-A. Third baseman Howard Battle 
(.283, 20, 86, 15 SB at Myrtle Beach) was the 
farm system's home-run leader. Player for the 
future: Never give up on a No. 1 pick just 
because of a 4-9 record. The Jays certainly 
won't give up on Steve Karsay, who had a 
respectable 3.58 ERA and 100 Ks in 111 in- 
nings in the South Atlantic League. And on a 
hunch, because the Connecticut star basket- 
ball player is such a great athlete, keep your 
eye on hard-throwing Scott Burrell (1-0, 2.00, 
31 strikeouts in 27 innings in a curtailed sea- 
son at Myrtle Beach). 
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A PAIR OF ACES continued from page 41 


National League Fireman of the Year honors. 

Through the years, consistency has been 
the trademark of both pitchers. Last year, 
Reardon became the first to record 10 con- 
secutive 20-save seasons. And on August 14, 
he became the first to record six 30-save sea- 
sons. Hours later on the same day, Smith be- 
came the second man to save 30 six times. 

"| think our success has come pretty much 
because we both go right after hitters," said 
Reardon. "We don't walk a lot of guys." 

And while both throw in the 90s and can be 
intimidating, especially for right-handed bat- 
ters, they rarely hit batters. Smith, in fact, has 
hit just one in six years, "There are not many 
guys in the majors you can intimidate," said 
Smith. "My feeling is you don't have to hit a 
guy to make a point. And I've never been an 
inside pitcher, anyway. I’ve made a lot of mon- 
ey on that outside corner.” 

Although Smith's conversion to the bullpen 
coincided with Reardon's following their 1978 
seasons, Smith was not as quick to find suc- 
cess. "| was ticked off, man. The year before 
at Midland, | had pitched 155 innings and 
walked 130 batters. My coach, Randy Hund- 
ley, said they wanted to make me a relief 
pitcher. | thought, '! just walked 130 guys and 
he wants to make me a closer. He needs to go 
to rehab.’ " But 15 saves at Triple-A Wichita a 
year later prompted the Cubs to bring the 22- 
year-old Smith to the big leagues. 

"They had Willie Hernandez, Bruce Sutter, 
and Bill Caudill in their bullpen," Smith re- 
called. "My job was to make sure everyone's 
jackets and towels made it from the bullpen to 
the clubhouse after the game." 

Smith made a total of 57 relief appearances 
in 1980 and 1981, but it was almost never with 
the game on the line, He earned just one save. 
After more long-relief work to open the 1982 
season, he made five starts, then returned to 
the bullpen for good. By season's end he had 
17 saves and the closer job was his the next 
spring. In 1983, he made his first of three All- 
Star appearances, 

“| was always slow getting to the mound in 
Wrigley Field,” he said. “! was waiting for 
those shadows to creep in [across home 
plate]. Dallas Green [the Cubs’ GM at the 
time] asked me why | took so long to get to the 
mound. | told him | didn't see anyone else 
running out there to face Mike Schmidt." 

Smith led the league with 29 saves in 1983; 
he's never had fewer than 25 in a season 
since—another major league record. 

“That's the one thing | thrive on: consisten- 
cy," he said. "When | get respect from the 
great players in the game, that's what counts 
most. The guys | saw in Miami this winter [the 
300-save club mel at the winter meetings]— 
that's an elite group. There's just five of us 
[Fingers, Reardon, Smith, Rich Gossage, and 
Sutter]. Some other guys have had great 
years, but then maybe they'll come back and 
get eight saves the next year. |'ve really felt 
good the last three or four years, the best I've 
felt in my career. And it's really great to be 
back in the National League.” 

Smith spent 1988, 1989, and the beginning 
of 1990 with the Boston Red Sox, having been 
traded for Calvin Schiraldi and Al Nipper. He 
certainly pitched well enough, leading the 
club in saves. Give Smith a choice and he'll 
take the Green Monster and Fenway's nooks 


and crannies over the friendly confines of 
Wrigley Field any day. But after the '89 sea- 
son, the Red Sox signed, of all people, Rear- 
don to a three-year, $6.8 million contract. Sud- 
denly the Red Sox had one more closer than 
any club needs. 

"| barely had 30 opportunities the year be- 
fore,” said Smith. “We didn't have enough 
room for one guy, let alone two. Saves don't 
come every day. They come three or four days 
in a row and then you may not see another one 
fora week.” 

Said Reardon, “! had known Lee trom the 
National League. It was a lot of fun playing 
with him. We had respect for each other and 
we never knew who was going to get into the 
game that night and who wasn't. And we knew 
itwasn't going to last very long, Neither one of 
us complained the whole time, but I'm sure 
Lee thought he was the best and I'm sure | 
thought | was the best.” 

Smith was finally dealt to St. Louis for out- 
fielder Tom Brunansky, and the big man has 
had no complaints since, Once again, there is 
plenty of work for Reardon and Smith. Former 
Red Sox pitching coach Bill Fischer had the 
good fortune to work with both, 

"When you talk about them, you're talking 
about a Cadillac and a Lincoln Continental, 
two of the best ever,” Fischer said. “Others 
have been dominant for two or three years, 
but they've been doing It for a long time. Both 
men have excellent control. They can hit the 
black on the black, Both can get ready to 
come into a game after about 10 pitches. 
That's important. 

“Both are durable, Reardon pitched in six 
straight games for us last year and was warm- 
ing up for a seventh. Lee's a little more domi- 
nant against left-handed batters. What made 
Lee so good is he stopped nibbling. He used 
to go to 3-2 on every hitter. Now he goes out 
and throws strikes, Lee is going to be domi- 
nant if he stays in St. Louis, That's a big ball- 
park and a fly-ball park, and that’s good for 
him. Reardon pitches in a smaller park.” 

But Reardon wouldn't have it any other way, 
"| really don't make any adjustments when | 
pitch there and that's why I’ve given up my 
share of home runs. | don't change my style. | 
go right after the hitters with my fastball, | am 
not going to become a sidearm groundball 
pitcher just because of where | pitch," he said. 

Fenway has tortured its share of pitchers, 
but Reardon can only fulfill his dreams if he 
stays there. He pitched the final out of the 
seventh game of the 1987 World Series for the 
Minnesota Twins, which some would consider 
the ultimate for any relief pitcher. But the Dal- 
ton, MA, native longs to do the same for the 
Red Sox. 

“Ever since '87, people have asked me how 
| can top that. | say it's easy. Do it for Boston. | 
grew up here and | know the history. It's been 
80 years or whatever (74, actually] since the 
Red Sox won it all, The seventh game for Bos- 
ton—that would be the ultimate." 

Smith, who missed his best chance to pitch 
in a World Series when he gave up Steve Gar- 
vey's winning home run in Game 4 of the 1984 
National League playoffs, has similar dreams. 
“It would be a great feeling to pitch in the 
Series. Everyone tells me it's like seven All- 
Star games," Smith said. "| wouldn't want sev- 
en. I'd just want four.” Oo 
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CONSISTENCY IN BASEBALL continued from page 39 


League in home runs two years in a row since 
Jim Rice in 1977-78 and the first to lead in 
runs batted in two years in a row since Roger 
Maris in 1960-61. 

The National League hasn't had a repeat 
home-run champion since Dale Murphy in 
1984-85 nor a repeat RBI champion since 
Murphy in 1982-83. In the previous 20 years, 
however, repeaters were common, Willie 
Mays led in home runs in 1964-65, Hank Aar- 
on in '66-67, Willie McCovey in '68-69, Mike 
Schmidt in '74—75-76, George Foster in '77— 
78, and Schmidt in '80-81 and '83-84 (tying 
Murphy in '84). McCovey was the RBI champi- 
on in ‘68-69, Foster in ‘76-77-78, and 
Schmidt in '80-81. 

Repeating has become a thing of the past, 
but there have been these performances: 

® Runs batted in the last five years for Will 
Clark: 91, 109, 111, 95, 116; for Ruben Sierra: 
109, 91, 119, 96, 116. 

@ Home runs and runs batted in for Carter 
the last six years: 29-121, 32-106, 27-98, 35- 
105, 24-115, 33-108. 

® Home runs and runs batted in for Can- 
seco since 1986, except for his injury-short- 
ened 1989: 33-117, 31-113, 42-124, 37-101, 
44-122, 

@ Home runs and runs batted in for Darryl 
Strawberry the last six years: 27-93, 39-104, 
39-101, 29-77, 37-108, 28-99. 

No A.L. player has been the Most Valuable 
Player two years in a row since Maris in '60— 
61, and no N.L. player has repeated as MVP 
since Murphy in '82-83. The last A.L, pitcher 
to win two consecutive Cy Young Awards was 
Roger Clemens in '86-87 (he also won last 
year), but the National League hasn't had a 
repeater since Sandy Koufax in '65-66, Re- 
peat 20-game winners have been unheard of 
except for Dave Stewart, whose streak ended 
last season. He was the first to win 20 four 
years in a row since Jim Palmer in 1975-78. 
‘No N.L. pitcher has won 20 twice in a row 
since Joaquin Andujar in '84—85. 


CONSISTENT PITCHERS 


Clemens clearly has been the most consis- 
tently successful pitcher in recent years, al- 
though Nolan Ryan holds a special place for 
his consistency over a period of time almost 
too long to measure. Clemens is the first pitch- 
er since Catfish Hunter (1970-76) to win 17 or 
more games in six successive seasons. No 
one is near him. Ramon Martinez and Chuck 
Finley are the only other pitchers who have 
had at least 17 victories in each of the past 
two seasons. That should not be too surpris- 
ing, though, considering that only four N.L. 
pitchers and nine A.L. pitchers had 17 or more 
last season. 

Clemens had struck out 200 or more batters 
each of the last six seasons and Ryan has a 
five-year streak going, but David Cone, with 
two years, is the only other pitcher entering 
this season with a 200-strikeout streak, Clem- 
ens has had the lowest earned run average in 
the American League the last two years, the 
first repeater since Ron Guidry in ‘78-79, but 
the National hasn't had a repeat leader since 
Tom Seaver in ‘70-71. Among relief pitchers, 
Lee Smith is working on a record nine straight 
years of 25 or more saves and a record 10 
straight of 60 or more games. Jeff Reardon 
had had at least 20 saves 10 years in a row. 
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The only consistency involved with pitching 
is the constant search for it. Teams scour ros- 
ters for pitchers in the winter, spring, and sum- 
mer. Itis a quest for all seasons. 

“A lot of clubs don't even have a quality No. 
1 guy,” Melvin said. Once a minor-league 
pitcher himself, Melvin believes teams rush 
young pitchers to the majors before they have 
mastered their lessons in the minors. "You see 
agood young arm—Avery, Benes, McDonald, 
Fernandez—and you say, ‘I'd rather have 
those guys out there every fifth day than these 
other guys.’ So you put them in the majors 
before they're ready, before they've learned 
what they should know about pitching. Some- 
times you wonder if you mentally ruin a guy, 
Maybe he won't come out of adversity,” 

One reason for rushing pitchers, Melvin 
suspects, is the potentially limited time a team 
has a young one, "You have a guy for six 
years, and you try to get as much out of him as 
you can,” he said. “! heard a guy say we 
should go to a four-man rotation and not worry 
about the pitchers’ arms because we proba- 
bly won't have them after six years." But, Mel- 
vin reasons, anyone who thinks that way-can 
outsmart himself. “They come up and have 
two losing years,” he notes, “so you'll have 
less time out of them when they can win.” 

Pitchers or hitters, Rosen believes the over- 
tiding problem is money. “Money," he said, 
“is the ruination of many fine athletes. It cre- 
ates too many anxieties. Players are more 
anxious to make the money than they are to 


pul up the numbers.” The way Rosen sees it, 
players are so preoccupied with making the 
astounding salaries prevalent today—the 
1991 average salary was $851,492, and 223 
players earned $1 million or more—that the 
contracts have a negative impact on a recipi- 
ent's teammates. “A lot of players feel left out 
or feel anxiety to get to the point where they'll 
get these huge guaranteed contracts," he 
said. “So there's an emphasis placed on that. 
Players in past times didn't have that factor. 
They focused on playing the game.” 

But even Rosen acknowledges another ma- 
jor factor in the decline of talented players 
who can sustain productive careers. "There's 
a dearth of players,” he said. “Years ago, 
baseball was the No. 1 sport. Today you have 
football and basketball, the golf tour, the ten- 
nis tour, so you're losing a great many athletes 
to other sports and you don't have the supply 
side of the quotient you had before.” 

Along with the reduction in the supply has 
come an increase in the number of teams 
needing that supply. Obviously, the 650 play- 
ers who stock the 26 major league teams are 
not going to be as good collectively as the 400 
who played when the majors had 16 teams, 
Players who in those days were in the minors 
today play in the majors. When the National 
League expands by two teams for 1993, even 
more minor leaguers will play in the majors. 

Consistency is one of the elements of the 
game thal has suffered and most likely will 
continue to suffer. iB 
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programs in stock—available for sale! 


LOU MADDEN 
4545 E. SHEA BLVD. #210 
PHOENIX, AZ 85028 


1-800-345-7474 
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PITCHERS’ TARGETS 


SHUTOUTS 
(Inactive players 40 or more) 


Walter Johnson 
Grover Alexander... 
Christy Mathewson... tt. 
Cy Young......... aes 
Ed Plank ... 
Warren Spahn.......... 

RYAN, Nolan, Rangers 
Tom Seaver... 61 
Bert Blyleven 
Don Sutton........ 
Mordecai Brown... 
Jim Galvin 
Ed Walsh 
Bob Gibson .. 
Steve Carlton 
Jim Palmer .... 
eT Lolcoll =)4 w Pbeecereereresteccerececese errr Cette 53 
ALAN Marichal scsisdessarsesserestersesteetscorseu fasuns 52 
Rube Waddell... 
Vic Willis ....... 
Don Drysdale.... 
Ferguson Jenkins 
Luis Tiant... 

Early Wynn. 

Kid Nichols ... 
Red Ruffing... 
Babe Adams. 
Jack Powell... 
Bob Feller ..... 
Tommy John . 
Addie Joss.... 
Doc White.. 

Whitey Ford... 
Phil Niekro.... 
Robin Roberts... 
Milt Pappas... 
Jim Hunter .... 
Bucky Walters... 
Chief Bender .... 
Mickey Lolich.... 
Hippo Vaughn... 
Jim Bunning.. 
Larry French. 
Tim Keefe ..... 
Sandy Koufax ... 
Claude Osteen . 
Ed Reulbach..... oa 
Mel Stottlemyre.... Littiacadtiageastt tains 40 
Mickey Welch 
TANANA, Frank, Tigers... 
STIEB, Dave, Blue Jays ..... 
CLEMENS, Roger, Red Sox... 
VALENZUELA, Fernando ......cccssssereseserses 29 
WELCH, Bob, A's 
REUSCHEL, Rick 
MORRIS, Jack, Blue Jays. 
MARTINEZ, Dennis, Expos... 
HERSHISER, Orel, Dodgers .. 
SCOTT, MiKo... .cccccccenees 
GOODEN, Dwight, Mets. 
ECKERSLEY, Dennis, A’s.. 


FLANAGAN, Mike, Orioles. 19 
HURST, Bruce, Padres ...... 19 
SUTCLIFFE, Rick, Orioles... 16 
BANNISTER, Floyd............ 16 
LEIBRANDT, Charlie, Braves. 16 


OJEDA, Bob, Dodgers.......... 1S 


BODDICKER, Mike, Royals 15 
LANGSTON, Mark, Angels 14 
VIOLA, Frank, Red Sox...... 14 
SABERHAGEN, Bret, Mets . 14 
TERRELL, Walt, Tigers.... 14 
MOORE, Mike, A's............. 13 
CANDELARIA, John, Dodgers... 13 
GUBICZA, Mark, Royals... 12 
HIGUERA, Ted, Brewers..... 12 
HOUGH, Chariie, White Sox.. 12 


DRABEK, Doug, Pirates...... 12 


JACKSON, Danny, Cubs 12 
BELCHER, Tim, Reds ..... 12 
WHITSON, Ed, Padres........jceccseseceenseereer 12 
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STRIKEOUTS 

(Inactive players 2000 or more) 
RYAN, Nolan, Rangers........scsescssseeessreess §511 
Steve CarhtOn ......2...cceccecceeegseceeeeeeereeereeen 4136 
Tom Seaver.... .3640 
BOWUBIVIGUGI i cens-cssossausccaaser merrier 3631 
Gaylord Perry. 3534 
BOSON Tes erec secs tonesttsfernectetitioteet ees cds 3530 
Walter Johnson. geactgattessods 3508 
Phil Niekro ........ 3342 
Ferguson Jenkins . 3192 
Bob Gibson........ 3117 
Jim Bunning... .2855 
Mickey Lolich. vn 202 
OF NOU Prcstperestaveneceecnss hire ess couestrseseinee 2799 
Warren Spahn .2583 
Bob Feller “a 2581 
TANANA, Frank, Tigers 2566 
Jerry Koosman ....... 2556 
Tim Keefe .......... 2533 
Christy Mathewson... 2502 
Don Drysdale..... 2486 
dim Kaat......... 2461 
Sam McDowell... 2453 
Luis Tiant....... .2416 
Sandy Koufax 2396 
Robin Roberts 2357 
Early Wynn..... 2334 
Rube Waddell........c..csseces 2316 
Juan Marichal .... .2303 
Lefty Grove. .2266 
Ed Plank...... 2246 
Tommy John... 2245 
dim Palmer 
Grover Alexander 
Vida Blue........... 


MORRIS, Jack, Blue Jays... 


HOUGH, Charlie, White Sox ............ cece 2096 
Bobo Newsom... 

Dazzy Vance......... 

ECKERSLEY, Dennis, A's : 
John Clarkson... 2015 
REUSCHEE “Fick pteeisawses tiara a 2015 
PULLS Sore deer ceo rpirertrneceet cote eee 2012 
WELCH, Bob, A’'s...... 1815 


VALENZUELA, Fernando. 
BANNISTER, Floyd .......... 
CLEMENS, Roger, Red Sox.... ft 
CANDELARIA, John, Dodgers.......c1r+ 1633 
LANGSTON, Mark, Angels... 
VIOLA, Frank, Red Sox.... 
STIEB, Dave, Blue Jays... 
MARTINEZ, Dennis, Expos. 
GOODEN, Dwight, Mets... 
HURST, Bruce, Padres... 
FLANAGAN, Mike, Orioles.. 


SCOTT, MiKe@ .....cccccceecscee 1469 
SUTCLIFFE, Rick, Orioles... 1464 
CLANCY, Jim........ 1422 
GOSSAGE, Rich... 1407 
STEWART, Dave, A’s 1346 


WITT, Mike, Yankees.... 
DeLEON, Jose, Cardinals... 
SANDERSON, Scott, Yankees 
MOORE, Mike, A's.........-...- 
DARWIN, Danny, Red Sox.. 
WHITSON, Ed, Padres........ 
BODDICKER, Mike, Royals 
ROBINSON, Don, Angels... 
DARLING, Ron, A’s..... 
FERNANDEZ, Sid, Mets... 

HERSHISER, Orel, Dodgers... 
SABERHAGEN, Bret, Mets . 
GROSS, Kevin. Dodgers..... 
GULLICKSON, Bill, Tigers... 


VICTORIES 
(Inactive players 250 or more) 


Christy Mathewson... 
Warren Spahn... 


Jim Galvin. 361 
Kid Nichols 360 
Tim Keefe ...... «344 
Steve Carlton. 329 
Ed Plank ........ el 
JOAN ClarkSOn........cccseseseeeee 826 
Don Sutton............ ..324 
Phil Niekro . ..318 
Gaylord Perry........ 314 
RYAN, Nolan, Rangers, 314 
HOM SSAVEN: A ersten teva sretaics Negectorseetect 311 
Mickey: WEIGH i; 205, acres tesevertssvurtosvovves ease 311 
Charles Radbourn 308 
Lefty Grove........ 

Early Wynn,. 

Tommy John .. 

Robin Roberts... 

Tony Mullane...... 5 
Ferguson Jenkins . 284 
Jim Kaat.....ce. 283 
Bert Blyleven . 279 
Red Ruffing.... 273 
Burleigh Grimes. ..270 
Jim Palmer..... 268 
Bob Feller ... 266 
Eppa Rixey ...:. 266 
Jim McCormick.. 264 
Gus Weyhing. 264 
Ted Lyons ... «260 
Red Faber... 254 
Car! Hubbell .. 253 
Bob Gibson ... 251 


TANANA, Frank, Tigers.... 

MORRIS, Jack, Blue Jays... 
HOUGH, Charlie, White Sox... 
CANDELARIA, John, Dodgers 
WELCH, Bob, A’s 
FLANAGAN, Mike, ie 
MARTINEZ, Dennis, Expos.. 
ECKERSLEY, Dennis, A's 
STIEB, Dave, Blue Jays... 
VIOLA, Frank, Red Sox. 
VALENZUELA, Fernando. 
CLANCY, JIM... ccecceensesees 
SUTCLIFFE, Rick, Orioles... 
CLEMENS, Roger, Red Sox. 
STEWART, Dave, A's ........... 
GOODEN, Dwight, Mets......... 
SANDERSON, Scott, Yankees 
GULLICKSON, Bill, Tigers... 
BODDICKER, Mike, Royals . 
HURST, Bruce, Padres 


LEIBRANDT, Charlie, Braves.. 
LANGSTON, Mark, Angels... 
MOORE, Mike, A's........... 
DARWIN, Danny, Red Sox... 
WITT, Mike, Yankees........ 
SABERHAGEN, Bret, Mets .. 
OJEDA, Bob, Dodgers..... 
ROBINSON, Don, Angels. e 
DAVIS, Storm, Orioles ....... ..102 
SMITH, Bryn, Cardinals 
DARLING, Ron, A’'s.... 
SHOW, Eric, A's......... 
HONEYCUTT, Rick, A’s 
LaCOSS, Mike, Giants 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


COACHES: Terry Crowley (46), Ron Gardenhire (35), Rick Stelmaszek (43), Dick Such (42). Wayne Terwilliger (45) 


TRAINER; Dick Martin 


MINNESOTA TWINS -vecrry Humenrey merrooome 


MANAGER: Torn Kelly (10) 


9. 
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STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


, Terry Bevington (18), Walter Hriniak (6), Doug Mansolino, Joe Nossek (15), Mike Squires 


CHICAGO WHITE SOX comisiey park 


MANAGER: Gene Lamont (7) 


COACHES: Jackie Brown, 
TRAINERS: Herm Schneider, Mark Anderson 
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COACHES; Ray Burris, Orlando Gomez (13), Toby Harrah (11), Tor Hause (35), Dave Oliver (26), Tom Robson (31) 


TRAINERS: Danny Wheat, Marty Stajduhar 


TEXAS RANGERS anincronstaoum 


MANAGER: Bobby Valentine (2) 
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STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


Larry Davis 


Tony LaRussa (10) 
Barry Weinberg, 


COACHES: Dave Duncan (18), Reggie Jackson (44), Art Kusnyer (5), Rene Lachemann (15), Dave McKay (8), Tommie Reynolds (47) 


TRAINERS 


OAKLAND ATHLETICS oricanocoriseum 


MANAGER, 
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COACHES: Gene Clines (16), Roger Hansen, Rusty Kuntz (22), Marty Martinez, Russ Nixon, Dan Warthen (49) 


TRAINERS: Rick Griffin, Tom Newberg 


SEATTLE MARINERS kicoome 


MANAGER: Bill Plummer (3) 
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STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


COACHES: Glenn Ezell (44), Guy Hansen (45), Bruce Kison, Adrian Garrett (41), Lynn Jones (35), Lee May 


TRAINERS: Nick Swartz, Steve Morrow 


KANSAS CITY ROYALS iovasstoum 


MANAGER: Hal McRae (11) 
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CALIFORNIA ANGELS jyaicistaoum 


MANAGER; Buck Rodgers (7) 


; 


. Bobby Knoop (1), Marcel Lachemann (53), Ken Macha (39), Jimmie Reese (50), Rick Turner (57), John Wathan (37) 


COACHES: Rod Carew (29), Deron Johnson (2) 


TRAINERS; Rick Smith, Ned Bergert 
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STREET AND SMITH’S BASEBALL 
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Cito Gaston (43) 
COACHES: Gene Tenace (18), Bob Bailor (3), John Sullivan (8), Rich Hacker (7), Larry Hisle (39), Galen Cisco (42) 


TRAINERS; Tommy Craig, Brent Andrews 
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Gary Allenson, Al Bumbry (37), Rick Burleson, Rich Gale, Don Zimmer 


Butch Hobson 
Charlie Moss 
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STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


= 
ies) 
nm 


TWS3SVE S.\HLIWS ONY 133H1S 


SSS SS SS SSS SS SSS SS a 


NO. PITCHERS Be Wo) tae Wr DATE & PLACE OF BIRTH RESIDENCE 1991CLUB W-L ERA G GS CG SV “|p Hi BB ‘SO: 
Armstrong, Jack «0.0.0... RR 65 215 3/7/65 Englewood, Nu .............., Neptune, NJ... Cincinnati....... 7-13 548 27 24 O O 139.2 158 54 93 
Nashville....... ee! 265° 16 eee Ole Sr 31 BF, aS 

63 Bell, Eric... wb L 60 165 10/27/63 Modesto, CA.. Canton-Akron..9-5 2.89 18 16 #1 #O 93.1 82 37 84 
Colorado Sp. ... 2-1 2.13 4 4 ue Po 25.1 23 1 16 

Cleveland ........ 4-0 050 10 BO Or Seo 5 5 7 

Cook, Dennis... a Ewe! 5 6-3 185 10/4/62 Lamarque, TX. ..Dickinson, TX........-...... San Antonio.....1-3. 2.49 7 7 Th) © 502 43 10 #445 
Albuquerque....7-3 3.63 14 14 A GY S32 73° 32 84 

Los Angeles.....1-0 051 20 1 Oo 0 17.2 12 7 8 

45 DiPoto, Jerry........... R 6-2 203 5/24/68 Jersey City, NJ Leawood, KS Canton-Akron 6-11 3.81 28 26 2 0 1560 143 74 97 
46 Egloff, Bruce........... R \@2 215 4/10/65 Denver, Co...... ..Cleveland.......0-0 4.76 6 (ole WCC nS 5.2 8 4 8 
1-2) +238) 15 Oe GG 2 28.4 31 13 «17 

38 Hillegas, Shawn.............-.. R R 62 223 8/21/64 Dos Palos, CA... 3-4 434 51 2 VOL re 8310 67 46 66 
64 Kramer, TOM v.cccccceeseeeeeeeee S Vit® 6-0) &}85: 1/9/68 Cincinnati, OH .. 73 2.38 35 5 0 6 79.1 61 34 — «6 
1-0 0.79 10 TL TO, mal ts 5 Bi to 

26 Lilliquist, Derek ................. L L 60 214 2/20/66 Winter Park, FL.. ..Vero Beach, FL .. 0-2 8.79 6 PBS WR | 25 4 7 
»4-6 538 933 14 O 2 1051 142 66 89 

50 Mutis, Jeff... L LCL 62 185 12/20/66 Allentown, PA................LONGON, ONE... Canton-Akron 11-5 180 25 24 7 O 169.2 138 51 89 
Cleveland........0-°3 11.68 3 oy IOS SO ri2H 23 7 6 

41 Nagy, Charles... R 63 200 5/5/67 Fairfield, CT... ePIQINO,, UXrastearsraanaaacsacand Cleveland .... 413 33 33 #6 O 21:1 228 66 109 
54 Nichols, Rod R 62 190 12/29/64 Burlington, IA.. ..Columbus, GA. ..Cleveland 394 31 #16 3 1 1374 145 30 76 
31 Olin, Steve... R 62 190 10/10/65 Portland, OR .. Vancouver, WA Cleveland . 3.36 48 Ow Dl stts* “561 Gt! | N2it 538) 
3 Colorado Sp. .. 4.47 22 Oy jO), iG) 441 45 TON *36 

27 Otto, Dave... L -6-7 210 11/12/64 Chicago, IL... eens Elk Grove, IL................Colorado Sp. .. Ate i ASs Hy Gil (9aies aTOl <4sy (62 
Cleveland 4.00) 18) S14 4) M0) TOG:OF FIOB 27 F4y. 

33 Scudder, Scott. R 6-2 185 2/14/68 Paris, TX...........- Pea ecest Perish Ux hss e-ssetes e553 ..Cincinnati........ 435 27 14 O 1 1014 91 56.) 54 
57 Shaw, Jeff........ R 6-2 185 7/7/66 Washington CH, OH....... .. Washington CH, OH ....Colorado Sp. .. 4:64) 12) AS ah Gi rS:2 Tee 125i. 5S 
Cleveland ....... 3.36 29 due, eat exer) he rect aaa 

53 Wickander, Kevin............. Dri 6-2 202 1/4/65 Fort Dodge, IA ....-........0.5 Glendale, AZ ............... Colorado Sp. .. 2.31 12 ie} OD 72 11.2 9 5 10 
Canton-Akron..1-2 3.91 20 0 ig 2 25.1 24 13 21 


——  r -o———en— oo — — —————— — — — eS es— 
CATCHERS AVG G AB R H 2B 3B HR RBI SB 

15 Alomar, Sandy. R 6-5 200 6/18/66 Salinas, P.R. 217 51 184 10 40 eS 7 0 
4 Skinner, Joel... R 64 204 2/2/61 LaJolla, CA... 243 99 284 23 69 14 O 1 24 0 


INFIELDERS 
9 Baerga, Carlos ............00.. 5-11 165 11/4/68 San Juan, P.R........ eee Rio Piedras, P.R...........Cleveland........ .288 158 593 BO!) “71; 28 2. A! P69. 3 
14 Browne, Jerry 5-10 170 2/13/66 St. Croix, Vil. eee . Arlington, TX.. Cleveland. 228 107 290 28 66 5. 2 1” 229 2 
16 Fermin, Feli 5-11 170 10/9/63. Mao Valverde, D.R .. Santiago, D.R. Cleveland. 262 129 424 30" With > 2 0 31 5 
44 Jefferson, Reggie 6-4 210 9/25/68 Tallahassee, FL.... . Tallahassee, FL .Nashville......... 307 27 101 14 31 oe it 3 20 3 
Cleveland......... .198 26 101 10 SO! 9 93,710. ee WAS: 91.0 
Colorado Sp.... .309 39 136 29 42 11 O x 2) 0 
10 Lewis, Mark .................0005 R R 6-1 190 §=©11/30/69 Hamilton, OH.......... Colorado Sp....  .279 46 179 29 50 10 3 2) 33} 2 
Cleveland........ 264 84 314 29 Soul Glo: wnt 0 30 2 
42 Martinez, Carlos ............... RR 6-5 175 8/11/65 LaGuaira, Ven. .Canton-Akron.. .329 80 295 48 Ofs s2e5 0122 i) ezele an 
Cleveland........ 284 72 ~=«257 22 73) He VO, Soi" TS 
20 Perezchica, Tony ....... itt» A Tong 165 4/20/66 Mexicali, Mex. ............4. TEMPE, AZ ..cccccceccenes Phoenix .. .293 51 «49491 41 Di OL 4 8 34 1 
SF-Clev.. % Sari 40 70 6 19 6 1 0 3 0 
DE THOM, SUM A vescercscceepsss ons L OR 6-3 200 GAA RU PEON at cccticsesescsieisraacans P@OFIE) Wee csecs css secsscseeeees Canton-Akron.. .337 84 294 47 3! 22) ae 5 45 8 
Colorado Sp.... .285 Al 151 20 43 aaa | 2 -28 0 
Cleveland... .255 27 98 7 25 4 2 1 9 1 

OUTFIELDERS 

29 Aldrete, Mike .............. onempl Le LER” Saad 185 1/29/61 Carmel, CA ..........:cccceee Cleveland. .262 85 183 22 48 eae iy] an aks] 1 
8 Belle, Albert... RoR (6&2 (200 8/25/66 Shreveport, LA ..Cleveland. .282 123 461 60" "1S0) (Sil 28 28) COR 
Colorado Sp....  .328 16 61 9 20 x 2 2 16 1 
ZMUGOIGNAIGX forcccsecousseseee ok 6-2 170 8/17/65 Fayetteville, NC.....0....0.2.. Clearwater, FL ............. Cleveland........ .295 122 387 SATITA AW 3 Of 21 -27 
1 Hill, Glenalien aR TR s62 (210 3/22/65 Santa Cruz, CA.......... vas Santa Cruz, CA... Tor-Clev .......... ess, 72 «(221 29 57 Clee Bs 25) 6 
Lofton, Kenny HES WL 6-0 180 5/31/67 East Chicago, IN .. Tucson, AZ..... .. Tucson . 808 130 545 93 168 19 17 2 50 40 
12. Tinsley, Lee... .S§ R 540 180 3/4/69 Shelbyville, KY... Shelbyville, KY .. Huntsville .224 92 303 47 68 THI, Mel) EPA SG 
Canton-Akron.. .295 38 §=«139 26 41 rie Fr 3 8 18 
23 Whiten, Mark.. S R 6-3 215 11/25/66 Pensacola, FL.. Pensacola, FL.........000 Tor-Clev wee. 243 116 407 46 99 18 7 9 45 4 


Foose 
293 
ao8 
Dim m 
OOD 
— 
225 
zz% 
292 
@ +a 
25 
— 
© 
2 
a) 


Bzznoids |Ned 


(Sg) UeWMan Hep (21) Losjan eneq ‘(pe) sejeloy asop (9) ye UOY ‘(OE) MUD WOg '(1S) ¥elog LAY '(p2) sePY HOIY “SSHOWOD 


GNI GNV TaAS19 


a 
Fe 
e 
> 
z 
S 
B 
> 
9 
e 
= 


NATIONAL LEAGUE ROSTERS 


ao tele}: eGE 26 eat. ected cetk. Sie Bueny YD “Byars qo6eoug scezel of 6S YH YO TT eMWUOT ‘UMS 2Z 
Zzogk S € 9 ve Of Of 62 ze ~~ PpuoWYoR 
if 2G po OE aie sel" Toke. ivan s Tet “Byeny YD “eneeudiy™ “qa ‘sehen iy 19/6/8 S6k 9 uo ‘sIapuBS pz 
zz o92 O + OL GEL 18 Oh Pet Lec BURY 0eqSND "eaNUOW\” “ON ‘use:639A3 6S/6/! os} 29 oY SUT SHO UOMN 4 
£ ce 6 0 te €s 1€ 10¢ +9 9c weuying=="" Hd ‘uoweAeg Yd ‘venr ues LZ/ee/el SBL cg he ULAfaYY "SBAZINN «99 
2 cm fF op ASSP s Gearse oes puowuory 
zt ode OF € St OL OF vic O89 “ee BIIAUBSID 
& ifs 2 Gee ae We "es. eh. are “BURY "WO ‘oBaIg ug vo ‘oBaiq ues 69/9/8 oet. DES -ub as uyey NEUOUN Zt 
Of 2h vy ok sob fs). “al erties “tee =" UOYSOQ’ "ZW "BPBPSYOIG es WM ‘BWOoe, O9/E/9 ot ¢9 Yu 1”  BABIS ‘SUOAT 
8 48 t2 | Se 6Ot 49 966 GOL Sue Se. | a yD ‘eqweny ‘HO 'HeUUIDUID 99/FIL/y = 00s piaeg ‘sousnp €z 
ce be ieee Sa OS EL» GOR. ck. ZeP “Bluey” ON “Wejes-UO}SUIM “ON ‘au0Og «EO/6c/L O68 19 FT 17 “Auwuuo) “6Ga15 of 
bE. SOL ze £ ce LPL LOL iss Sl +, a eens Buen "¥5 "euAwsS XL BUCA So/Z/E cit og Bankic, ae. cae UOyH WED ¢ 
suaq1a1aLno 
3 e Meee & “ele, “sey Cie see so Oe eee WD "UIE WO'snqunjog ¢gezt OL ILS 4 ~~ yor ‘ABMpRalL SL 
FA Ol 98 zz 8 +e J8t ve 985 ES! GIE “YO 'PIBUXQ” ogee s6k 6S 4H S™ Aus} ‘uoyspued 6 
2 b -¢ 2 @ Vb 69 9¢ G9c SEL tee AN ‘oH09S81U, ceive  i9t 6S Yo Su EW ‘eyWs] OZ 
z OF 06> 2l. f “9 eg: ze We Ye tse 
Zz € O€ OL O 4 4 8 I8L Sr 09 i WO ‘yoeeg Buoy "WO 'S0URvO] gQ/F/E Gai, Opa.) Sled ‘ueug YalUNH yh 
q 0 ww 2 € Zt OL ve 68 99 OLE 
SI by Obed bp oer ee ae Sze" ee eee XBW "BOBKEQ! XBW "BDEXEQ L9/b/L ST f-Sine gee Auul, "BYNSED Sb 
2 eS 2S 9% 8 cb Lik G2 veh Oct ose rg ‘oBulwiog oyueS™ ‘ya 'uenpuRsoy Eg9/eZ/S Ost GOST uOWRY ‘OyeqeIegQ «G9 
5 Ge (GbS Se On ek 93) S2G) “com ie Ee" - “id BUOpKayy Vd 'SISIUED Og/E/E Geet ee 4s pig 'weag zt 
= G “9S IL -€ bE JG «GP ‘eSe-. Gero Esc yD) "equeny vO ‘soe s0] soB/lL O4L OF Y Y™ yer uesneg yp 
a € wz 0 2€@ 6 88 9 SE Gr 6b “YQ “ZnIQ RUBS HC ‘OB OASNNO|Geng j19/P/OL O98 BS H HOO Pe2ey 'PRNEG Zz 
= SUSCTSIANI 
3 3 i eo) 0 se ce. BRL Tie esis eS een NW ‘2uip3 09/9/6 00s: (09 Weer os 6215 'vosiIQ. OL 
S| 2 Ol 1S tl 2 +L 6 bh vee ELL Gre "Yd '89U0g" oust set 9 4Y “selaep 'zado] 79 
Ee] § 02 ch da ote? Sas Se eee © eae "74 ‘uopuRIg SsiSfe OBL tio 4u """" SWAN UIEBH 8 
> 5 SF ODL be. 2 Soe the 
Sy Te Aide. Oba te cece HSE. Se: NY" YO ‘OBuIWOg OWES" Yq ‘OBuIWOg OWES 99/0L/0l 86 Po Bw HO OOSIOURIY EISIGEQ 6h 
Se eh 1G SBS) COL. OOE Les) ger wUO" "WO ‘enBiy eunBeqe" vo‘eunbeyuinog ¢gg/et S0e O09 Yu Su vowed "!yAUueg th 
a ae aS ISH HH Se GB H HY ay O OW SHSHOLVD 
= ao ~ 
Qo) = ww Cl 6 tie $20 0 82 40 
a wz at. “fen Use fe. O-. O - ee Ok 
z| 5 SL Che Ze “ce Se ons “De a oe WIN ‘@x0A0}} loz ro Yu WEIN 'SISIUOM EF 
=] o oS. -sle> 22, (ORK, “Fe {Deer ee “XL ‘uo}snoH™ Pr £COl al “BHI UOWUEIS OF 
Zap BrL 22 902 zcéec 0 S QE OF OBE El-p BEAy YD ‘Bqueny ot eo «6Y 62 
A g 62 7 8 O8 O 0 OL tt gOS 
<1 5 tio, a Stieaca <Oeee “Sane. aes receerseenees a *YOUBUING oo 29 4 cz 
= GrEicr. “Sol. west (0: <a> ‘ae uisevse BIIAUBEIE) "YC 'SUODRW SP ‘dS UG "suODBW ep d's GAIL O12 99 HY is 
bes 16 6 Zbb OGL O © Gt ze 192 PUOWYIY 
i 633 % “OF -Sc ee 0. 6 =<S =o ZS “= BUY XOW ‘OOSIIER”""""" XB 'ISOIOg SINT UES 99/L/S ost o9 4H zy 
Bi = ees OS celts ethos tos sk Tork BIUELY 
“le 6h 6 €9 O€8 + O O & Ike FO7CIN)wOK MAND WO “OWEQayUOyy HG ‘oseiqweg egiszi9 edz «St 
— JTS eG SOR 0s SSL BE OSL 
22 10k Oc 642 zc6B O -F St St Ibe E4- OIAUaEIQE XL “SyAuoUN rrr x ‘seeq goede. Sul 29 Yo oyu PIAEG ‘P3IN 29 
ge Tae fie OS sk, OU More, see Ge YIN HOosdwemg™ WW 'uoisog OvOZ/6 002 39 HY I “Wey ‘Aeuni ¢9 
1] oe 22> GE 8G.) INGA Pas Ge Ge 0S. ASS. SS lee HO ‘uyaNg” “HO “UHaNG . B9/L/Z SEL 255 ee quay wayQIBy) OS 
See Sl 9S zie cece O -L 96 9 GE S Poomes] q'o6e0uD gciol «6 ozs eeu ‘IPUeIqiIe] Ze 
@itss  i€ eS 262 0 O fF Gt It 
ége lp tb 66 O@B O O 1 SI 6& Ge PUOWUDIY "yO ‘sIUBIEH SMIIQ™ WD ‘emNesON BOVE SOL LG QT Wed ‘ZawOD 9S 
Cae zt 69 «tO: z9HZ 0 CCECECSGZ “yp ‘BIEL WW 'plcqUeg ggcz/e =OOSL st ““"WOL "BUR Lp 
Baw ro o£ ve Of +t 0 O ve OOF == ‘oBeoWD™ “qyoBeaug Egle ze £9 YH H™ “UIE “URWESL4 OF 
qic&8 S608 rl FI9t O € 92 9 LOE “PN ‘INH BOHIN™ “PN 'Aingpoom 69/419 00 +9 Y HY" Slug ‘eweBUING 19 
eae SL 95 Wb cell O O Se Ir SFP “= 'oBeo1yD” “QNW'aowneg é6s/le/L Sék €9 Yo YUU SHIN “DHORIFIG SE 
a BG) ~ 0g) See TES YL OU. Gr bce “4 ‘poomBuoy""" BweueY ‘soinpenBy S/OE/LL Oc? tS H H™ “uenp uenbusieg gb 
202 iS s9) S81 Lore £2 “Se. “sev<ke's. Se enya WW WO|Aep re IW ‘UOWwa O/pl/y OBL 9 Tow anaig ‘Luany €f 
qd z Se os ag H di AS 99 So 9 Wud TM amoleél JONAGISSY HINIG4OSOVId PalvO IM UH 1 @ SUSHOLId “ON 
ne 


133 


STREET AND SMITH’'S BASEBALL 


(58), Joe Ferguson, Ben Hines (37), Manny Mota, Ron Perranoski (16) 


Joe Amallitano (8), Mark Crasse 


+ 
Hi 


LOS ANGELES DODGERS povcex stain 


MANAGER; Tom Lasorda (2) 


COACHES 
TRAINERS: Bill Buhler, Charlie Strasser 
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CINCINNATI REDS RIVERFRONT STADIUM 
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Bob Cluck (55), Matt Galante (48), Rudy Jaramillo (42), Ed Ott (14), Tom Spencer (52) 


HOUSTON ASTROS ésirop0me 


MANAGER: Art Howe (18) 


COACHES: 


TRAINERS: Dave Labossiere, Rex Jones 
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MANAGER; Jim Leyland (10) 
COACHES: Rich Donnelly (45), Milt May (39), Ray Millar (31), Tornmy Sandt (37) 


TRAINERS: Kent Biggerstaff, Dave Tumbas 
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STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


(15), Bucky Dent (30), Joe Goleman (40) 


(2), Don Baylor, Gaylen Pitts (4), Dave Collins 


; Gene Gieselmann, Brad Henderson 


ST. LOUIS CARDINALS «usci stoi 


MANAGER: Joe Torre (9) 
COACHES: Red Schoendienst 
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, Sammy Ellis (46), Jose Martinez (3), Tom Trebelhorn (41) 


CHICAGO CUBS wriciey Fico 


MANAGER: Jim Lefebvre 
COACHES: Billy Connors (38), Chuck Cottier (5) 


TRAINERS: John Fierro, Dave Cilladi 


Re foe Ly eb 6s oF vO ‘wnquie sg vO ‘ueuMeN soe Sut IS oY oz 
el ve 9 + OL 96 IS 7 062014 SW uosyoer gg/ez/lL Set 6S oY vz 
% Ws. “cy 2) He, SE vo "Bqweny Ty ‘eesseyeyer eg/B/Lt = SZL LS gt 
4b 29 GL Z ve OGL 22 LOS SEL 9Se ~~ ~eHOeYQE TW snyeseqn Wameceg gg/ez/t = Olé sr ve 
L 6& € +» BL 6G LF 

Cy Pood eas Soar ee 2e,2-Sbl te ag 30 YeMaN AN USISSYOON BO/PI/L S0Z FO HY lz 
ae a es eee 

ae eral hare Ue ie TW JBIEM JOOMG rere Twienng eoe/e OL OS YU ez 
¥ wl ie ¥ Iz eS 69 695 Gh die “sgnge TH Wey Tame SOL 26h €9 4Y 8 
FORE. OURS EB) cP eee? BEE gar ee egngs Vd ‘119827 HO "PURI POD O98 BS 1 6z 
z 98 S¢ O fe 6st &9 UC 'suodeW ap ‘dS HC “SUCDeW EP aS ES/IZOL OZ 19 UY it 
2 10ES ON DO 5 Tee Fo Str pe! zee sng wo ‘uoleg 1a ua eqosugues ggez/e OBL LDU ot 
Ol 95 8 S SE Gr 9 

i 005-0 een 30 Zv ‘arepsnoage OS ‘aINUED OEY OL 29 Y \ 
2 iy Oe) Bio se 

Oo ef SOF er 4g : “BMOp re AN ‘weujeg™ AN ‘OH9U90N MON B9zZ/B =SLL O09 OY 4 
z Ol 92 zZ Ze OL Ot : Ses Ziv ‘adap WM ‘sueyods 6S/8i/6 SB 29 iY ez 
el 9 Z S 9b tz 09 = 

ay <<. Go -Os SF Ud 'SEIPAl ONY Ud ‘SesPeIg OR L/S sot 6S Y St 
0 8€ vl L wv 98 ve BYaNZeUa/ "SBOBIEQ™”BISNZBUS) “BUOIBIIEG SS/GI/S OGL OS HY ot 
8 18 be t Le Bt 29 oF 19 Y 6 
€ 9 8 S 82 el ZB ol 29 7 Zt 
iz oS zi 4 z B82 65 Tatar) Scat WO “uouseng AN‘UApIOOIG EO/IZ/E SLL 19 Y 2k 
tL 28 OL € Gz 6 65 

Corey ah) LOO By ce BIONZEURA "BET" Bjenzeuep Be] OWE 8=Sét to yoy oupag OURIaISeEQ LE 
€& iy v O 92 PEL 69 BBY EL Ste ~~“ eNO"RYQe AN. HOA mapy AN HOAMEN Z9/O¢/LL SBL ES Hy xaly ‘SeUY IZ 
@S ig§ BH 8€ 8 H SUaqTSI4NI 

BD eis oP Te Bee 

oS se8) (016) SR Te 7d "aauosyoep Ty'amauosyser ZV Olé az OY “SUDIIM Z 
Deve. So 0 ee Caa” Ke 

0 ce f£b Ft OF € & Hd SBupalg OQ Yd ‘uenpues P9/Z/0l Ode t-9 a Oe a JO}NBH EASNUEYIA BL 
t 6 6 | 8& 2 & 

ce oe (US hh ec eeaey czy 

Ge POE le eet =e VO Hed Buange vo "Aig senng g97Zi0L soz 08 YY 361089 “ipaq 

Be he roy CO AS ae Ue 

ON ee sed Ket oe = TN eg PURTYB I ree TN euced POPOL «S6L LES Hoy sop 'Ipresy L 
gS iY HH S€ Ss HY SUSHILVD 

wt 1S Of ZL O 1 02 

Ghee BE ed I bot hee Sagoo WWW “UOHeg’ WN 'PIOUSHId L9/EWS  S4b 29 Hw Su un WePUEM Eb 
gt 61 6€ Of “4tO Oo WO "ureyUaAYQe wovoosiouesjyueS Sc/iz/t 6 S6k t- aneg "WIS 2F 
a) 6% Pte IP bee 

ve 06 «85 «c79 § 0 O eS SRE be sang AN ‘SII PuOUIYoIy AN ‘Bower 99/9 Ol E9 BY" YNOWMIBEH “QuiNoOIg 1s 
Se Ob th 18th 0 O ¢& 

vy Or ptt OL t O ft reves ‘saeBuy sO] 9B = SIZ OO Qog ‘uEIueIS OE 
Ort 19 set foez Lt S- €e ae oa) a) “SHIN ‘URBIOWW OE 
ze 4S €£ ll € 0 O te sangre" XL uouneag XLUOISaNeD 4O/L0L O8 OF FT 17" “yond ‘AosZOW SE 
el 99 zz of 0 4 LE Le sang’ “XL oGuyues 9/Fl/y Sut O98 yoy Bei “xnppew LE 
Zot Gy OSt OBSL E€ | LL 1 ve ime Ci cammeeaaean xL‘serea zo/izp 8600 29 S27 JeISEOUE] 0S 
16 8 68 ga 00 rt Lb sang momen xy ‘OMY URS ZO/S/L SoZ O09 7 Ho ““Auueg "vosyoer Ze 
fzl 8£ €St OMSL 0 0 9 6 9-2} “enbuenbngiy Sens HO'pIeweY go/6E/IL O06 O98 4 Yo” “yer 920SURH FF 
Bpgs les eo. SO Or ae sang" ““ yo ‘oBeigues ga/Szi0lL oz SS wy Ho” “SHIN ABWEH ZZ 
tor- 2S se trot O ft St SE EO oe WOLESON EY a VO ‘uouSING 69/6L/0l SB 9 7 ge goueT 'uOsyaIIg = ££ 
oO £ -0g. 09 0 be & M0} 

eZ €€ 4Ob cllt O Ff et 8b mee ° Senate mae dl 7 bela om XL‘OSEd (a BO/L/F OBL 9 = NUD: Fae arene UBL OUNSED GP 
9zt 19 Zel czhl Oo 8 Of @HOoueYD 

oe €z Lv coP 0. 6(O 8 8 ‘ > ter 1 fae Seam TH ‘Bloseuege VW] ‘SuesuQO MEN SO/LZ/B sel og Bo cel wit seBuying ZS 
6 iL €& to 29 2 EMO} 

z 2G OSt Ot 0 0 o2 8 patric ae AN ‘ous "AN oMOUMeH Loz = SOS UMBUS ‘arfSOG Lb 
as a 0) a) 7 sqngre VO) “SHUANOUg rete WW'voHEQ OgOI/GL OO €9 TW Ine “eySeWUESSy Sp 
os a8 H di AS 59 S89 9 wu TM SND 166 3ONSGIS3Y HINIG4O30vVId BBIVO =IM IH =1 @ SUBHILId “ON 


141 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


, Denis Menke (14), Mel Roberts, Johnny Podres (46), Mike Ryan (5) 


PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES VETERANS STADIUM 


MANAGER; Jim Fregosi (11) 
COACHES: John Vukovich (18), Larry Bowa (2) 


TRAINERS: Jeff Cooper, Mark Andersen 
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Dave LaRoche (28), Tom McCraw (27), Mel Stottlemyre (30) 


NEW YORK METS sic staoum 


MANAGER; Jeff Torborg (10) 
COACHES: Mike Cubbage (4), Barry Foote (26), 


TRAINERS: Steve Garland, Sam McCrary 
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STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


COACHES: Felipe Alou (17), Tommy Harper (21), Joa Kerrigan (45), Jerry Manuel (6), Jay Ward (35) 


TRAINERS: Ron McClain, Mike Kozak 


MONTREAL EXPOS owwricstaoium 


MANAGER: Tom Runnells (10) 
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WALKS “a GRAND SLAMS VICTORIES 


108...Butler, B...LA 2...Clark, W...SF 20...Glavine, T...Atl 

107...Bonds, B...Pit 2...Bream, S...Atl 20...Smiley, J...Pit 

105...McGriff, F...SD 2...McGriff, F...SD 18...Avery, S...Atl 
95...DeShields, D...Mon 2...Dawson, A...Chi 17...Martinez, R...LA 


90...Bonilla, B...Pit 16,..Mulholland, T...Phi 


28...Strawberry, D...LA 
28...0'Neill, P...Cin 
27...Mitchell, K...SF 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


.645,..Glavine, T...Atl...(20-11) 
.615...Smith, Z...Pit...(16-10) 
611.,.Olivares, O.,.St. L...(11-7) 


87...Sandberg, R...Chi Se EER ss 16...Smith, Z...Pit 
83...Magadan, D...NY . 4 
BS AGRO SEL 6/15-7/12 GAMES STARTED 
ce iy ae 20...Nixon, O...Atl 37...Maddux, G...Chi 
sae OU SOD Way 7/11-7/31 36...Smoltz, J...At! 
ON-BASE PERCENTAGE 19...Grace, M...Chi 36...Browning, T...Cin 
BATTING .410...Bonds, B...Pit 7/24-8/13 36...Leibrandit, C...Atl 
.401...Butler, B...LA 19...Larkin, B...Cin 35..,Avery, S...Atl 
BATTING AVERAGE .896...McGriff, F...SD 8/17-9/6 35...Drabek, D...Pit 
319...Pendleton, T...Atl .391...Bonilla, B...Pit 19...McGee, W...SF 35...Smith, Z...Pit 
318...Morris, H...Cin .387...Bagwell, J...Hou 5/26-6/15 35...Viola, F...NY 
.317...Gwynn, T...SD -380...Smith, O...St.L EXTRA-BASE HITS INNINGS 
.312...McGee, W...SF .379...Sandberg, R...Chi 7 i 
3 M 6...Johnson, H...NY 263.0...Maddux, G...Chi 
-305...Jose, F...St. L 878...Magadan, D...NY 70...Gant, R...All 246.2...Glavine, T.,.Atl 
.302...Larkin, B...Cin -378...Larkin, B...Cin 68...Clark, W...SF 236.1...Morgan, M...LA 
.302...Bonilla, B...Pit 374...Morris, H...Cin 68...Bonilla, B...Pit 234.2...Drabek, D...Pit 
-301...Clark, W...SF RUNS BATTED IN 64,..Sabo, C...Cin 232.2...Cone, D...NY 
.301...Sabo, C...Cin 117...Johnson, H...NY 64...Pendleton, T...Atl 232.0...Mulholland, T...Phi 
.300...Calderon, |...Mon 116...Bonds, B...Pit 64...0'Neill, P...Cin 231.1...Viola, F...NY 
RUNS 116...Clark, W...SF 63...Williams, M...SF 230.1...Browning, T...Cin 
112...Butler, B...LA 106...McGriff, F..SD 60...Sandberg, R...Chi 229.2.,.Smoltz, J...Atl 
108...Johnson, H...NY 105...Gant, R...Atl 58...Bonds, B...Pit 229.2.,.Leibrandt, C...Atl 
104...Sandberg, R...Chi 104...Dawson, A...Chi SHUTOUTS 
102...Bonilla, B...Pit 100...Bonilla, B...Pit 5...Martinez, De...Mon 
101...Gant, R...Atl 100...Sandberg, R...Chi 4...Martinez, R...LA 
96...Bell, J...Pit 99...Strawberry, D...LA 3... Mulholland, T...Phi 
96...Smith, O...St. L 98...Williams, M...SF PITCHING | 3..Smith, z..Pit 
eee er ‘ TOTAL BASES 3...Black, B...SF 
...Pendleton, T... 
91. Sabo. C...Cin 303...Clark, W...SF EARNED RUN AVERAGE WINNING STREAKS 
soe »&...CI 303...Pendileton, T...Atl 2.39,..Martinez, De...Mon 
le \ 10...Benes, A...SD 
HITS 302...Johnson, H...NY 2.51...Rijo, J...Cin 7/28-9/25 
187...Pendleton, T...Atl 294,..Williams, M...SF 2.55...Glavine, T...Atl 8...Glavine, T...Atl 
182...Butler, B...LA 294...Sabo, C...Cin 2.62...Belcher, T...LA 5/3-6/9 
175...Sabo, C...Cin , 284...Bonilla,B...Pit 2.70...Harnisch, P...Hou 8...Downs, K...SF 
174...Bonilla, B...Pit 284...Sandberg, R...Chi 2.71...DeLeon, J...St.L 6/11-8/20 
173...Jose, F...St. L 278...Gant, R...Atl : 2.78...Morgan, M...LA 
170...Finley, S...Hou 275...Dawson, A...Chi 2.98...Tomlin, R...Pit COMPLETE GAMES 
170...Clark, W...SF 262...Bonds, B...Pit 3.03...Benes, A...SD 9,,.Glavine, T...Atl 
170...Sandberg, R...Chi STOLEN BASES 3.07...Drabek, D...Pit 9...Martinez, De...Mon 
469. Grace. M..Chi = 8.,..Mulholland, T...Phi 
' 76...Grissom, M...Mon SAVES 7..M i 
168...Gwynn, T...SD i wiMaddux,i..Cht 
wynn, 72...Nixon, O...Atl 47...Smith, L...St. Lb i 
d ! ‘ 6..,Martinez, R...LA 
DOUBLES 56...DeShields, D,..Mon 31...Dibble, R...Cin 6...Smith, Z...Pit 
44...Bonilla, B...Pit 44...Lankford, R...St. L 30...Williams, M...Phi 5...Smoltz, J...Atl 
40...Jose, F...St. L 43...Bonds, B...Pit 30...Franco, J...NY 5...Drabek, D...Pit 
36...Zeile, T...St.L 38,..Butler, B...LA 24...Righetti, D...SF 5...Morgan, M...LA 
36...O'Neill, P...Cin 37...Coleman, V...NY 23...Lefferts, C...SD 5...Cone, D...NY 
35...Sabo, C...Cin 35...Smith, O...St.L 17...Landrum, B...Pit 
35...Gant, R...Atl 34...Finley, S...Hou 17...Smith, Da...Chi STRIKEOUTS 
34...Pendieton, T...Atl 34...Gant, R...Atl 17.,.Berenguer, J...At! 241...Cone,D...NY 
Aa lohRBOnHERIY. 198...Maddux, G...Chi 
son, SLUGGING PERCENTAGE GAMES 192,.G] ThA 
33...Morris, H...Cin arate Ae Ra 
; ; .536...Clark, W...SF 77...Jones, B...Mon 172.,.Harnisch, P...Hou 
33...Murphy, D...Phi .635..,Johnson, H...NY 75...Assenmacher, P...Chi 172...Rijo, J...Cin 
TRIPLES 517.,.Pendleton, T...Atl 74...Stanton, M...Atl 167...Benes, A.,.SD 
15,..Lankford, R...St. L .514,,.Bonds, B...Pit 72...Burke, T...Mon-NY 156...Belcher, T...LA 
11...Gwynn, T...SD 506...Larkin, B...Cin 72..,Agosto, J...St.L 154...Greene, T...Phi 
10...Finley, S...Hou 505...Sabo, C...Cin 71...Osuna, A...Hou 150...Martinez, R...LA 
9,..Gonzalez, L...Hou 499...Williams, M...SF 71...McElroy, C...Chi 150...Gooden, D...NY 
9...Grissom, M...Mon .496...Gant, R...Atl 71...McDowell, R...Phi-LA 
8. Bell, J...Pit 494...McGriff, F...SD 69...Innis, J...NY OPPONENTS BATTING 
8. Pendleton, T...Atl .492...Bonilla, B...Pit 69...Williams, M...Phi AVERAGE AGAINST 
aitowen Suen .212..,Harnisch, P...Hou 
' MULTI-HIT GAMES WINNING PERCENTAGE .219...Rijo, J...Cin 
HOME RUNS §2...Pendleton, T...Atl .714...Smiley, J...Pit...(20-8) 222. .Glavine, T...Atl 
38...Johnson, H...NY 51...Jose, F...St. L 714, ..Rijo, J...Cin...(15-6) 224..,Hill, K...St. L 
34...Williams, M...SF 50...Gwynn, T...SD .706...Williams, M...Phi...(12-5) .224.,.DeJesus, J...Phi 
32...Gant, R...Atl 50...Murray, E...LA 692...Avery, S...Atl...(18-8) .226...Martinez, De...Mon 
31...McGriff, F...SD 49...Sabo, C...Cin .652...Hurst, B...SD...(15-8) .226...Morgan, M...LA 
31...Dawson, A...Chi 48...Biggio, C...Hou 650...Greene, T...Phi...(13-7) .229.,.Martinez, R...LA 
29,..Clark, W...SF 48...Clark, W...SF .650...Gooden, D...NY...(13-7) 230...Gardner, M...Mon 


.230...Greene, T..,.Phi 
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CLUB NG Gae CART SeR I © He. TBO 228 


Pittsburgh 
Cincinnaii......... 
Atlanta 
St. Louis . 
Chicago... 
Los Angeles 
SAN FFANCiSCO ...evesvvev » 
Montreal...... 
Houston... 
San Diego... 


PITCHING AND FIELDING 

CLUB ERA CG SHO SV IP H 
15 14 40 1458.0 1312 

18 11 51 1456.2 1411 

Fea 18 7 48 1452.2 1304 

12 11 39 1437.1 1403 

14 «11 «47 +=«-1452.2 1385 

Montreal... 364 12 14 39 1440.1 1304 
St. Louis... 369 9 5 51 14351 . 1367 
Cincinnati. 383 7 11 43 1440.0 1372 
Philadelphia... 3.86 16 11 35 1463.0 1346 
Houston... 400 7 13 36 1453.0 1347 
San Francisc » 403 10 10 45 1442.0 1397 
CHICAQO.......0cssseeee 4.038 12 4 40 1456.2 1415 


Triple Plays: Houston 2, Montreal, Philadelphia, St. Louis 


Chicago. 

Cincinnati .. 39-42 
Houston... 37-44 
Los Angeles. 54-27 
Montreal... 33-35 
New York.. 40-42 
Philadelphia... 47-36 
Pittsburgh..... 52-32 
St. Louis .. .52-32 
San Diego..... 42-39 
San Francisco... 43-38 

146 


31-46 


28-53 
39-42 


37-42 
31-48 


32-46 
42-39 
32-49 


VSEAST 


43-29 
46-42 
34-38 
28-44 
42-30 
28-61 
44-45 
43-47 
58-32 
49-41 
36-36 
32-40 


BRPSSsssesagsy 


8 


or fH KH MO WBROWNM WwW 
oa 


vsLHP . 


28-16 
31-33 
30-25 
23-39 
38-30 
21-32 
32-32 
30-32 
34-19 
35-37 
27-30 
23-25 


vsRHP 


66-52 
46-50 
44-63 
42-58 
55-39 
50-58 
45-52 
48-52 
64-45 
49-41 
57-48 
52-62 


GRASS 


70-50 
59-56 
22-26 
18-30 
75-45 
19-27 
54-61 
17-25 
20-22 
15-27 
62-58 
58-62 


21-19 


20-21 
15-23 
24-21 
17-28 
24-29 
20-26 
25-18 
24-22 
26-20 
34-27 


NIGHT 


73-49 
33-44 
54-67 
50-74 
69-48 
54-62 
53-55 
58-58 
73-46 
60-56 
58-58 
41-60 


1-RUN 


22-26 
33-29 
21-25 
19-28 
29-27 
28-39 
20-29 
36-27 
27-22 
37-22 
27-16 
23-32 


oP 


126 
134 
122 
112 
130 
128 
133 
131 
11 
129 
151 
120 


OH 
WLS 


103 
110 
002 
000 
012 
202 
003 
001 
012 
013 
000 
000 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


; 


yom ppeaeat gy 
= =. 
ef 
& 


CLUB AG 6G AB R H 
Minnesola..... 280 162 5556 776 1557 
Milwaukee. 271 162 5611 799 1523 
162 5703 829 1539 
162 5530 731 1486 
162 5584 727 1475 
162 5594 758 1464 
Toronto....... 162 5489 684 1412 
New York.... 162 5541 674 1418 
California... 162 5470 653 1396 
Seattle... 162 5494 702 1400 
Cleveland... 162 5470 576 1390 
162 5604 686 1421 
162 5410 760 1342 
162 5547 817 1372 
PITCHING AND FIELDING 
CLUB ERA CG SHO SV IP 
Toronto...... 10 16 60 1462.2 
California... 18°10 50 1441.2 
Minnesola...... 21. 12 «53 «(1449.1 
10 13 48 1464.1 
28 #8 «40 «1478.0 
17 12 41 1466.0 
15 13 45 1439.2 
23. «11 «41 +=: 1463.2 
22. 8 33 = «1441.1 
3 11 37 1444.0 
9 10 41 1479.0 
18 8 38 1450.1 
Oakland...... 1 144 10 49 1444.1 
Baltimre.........ssssssessssee» 8 8 42 1457.2 
Triple Plays: Seattle 2 
MISCELLANEOUS 
CLUB HOME ROAD 
34-47 
41-40 
41-40 
41-40 
Cleveland... 27-53 
Detroit 35-46 
Kansas City. 40-41 42-39 
Milwaukee... 43-37 40-42 
Minnesoia.... 51-30 44-37 
New York. 39-42 32-49 
Oakland... 37-44 
38-43 
Texas...... 39-42 
Toronto .. 45-36 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


vsWEST 


34-50 
43-41 
37-41 
42-36 
28-56 
45-39 
36-42 
38-46 
40-38 
31-53 
40-38 
35-43 
43-35 
45-39 


HR GS RBI SH SF 
140 4 733 44 49 
116 4 750 52 66 
177 2 774 59 41 
126 5 691 50 651 
117 7 +689 §3 47 
189 6 722 76 41 
133 0 649 56 65 
147 1 630 37 50 
115 3 607 63 31 
126 4 665 55 62 
79 1 546 62 46 
170 5 660 47 45 
1569 7 716 41 49 
209 5 778 38 44 
HR HB BBO 
121. 43 «52341 
1414. 38 543 «29 
139 27 488 39 
136 47 628 50 
154 31 «601 «5 
105 43 «4529 «44 
147. 31 +530 59 
147 45 «(527 «31 
110 39 441° 61 
152 42 506 29 
151 45 662 37 
148 24 593 88 
1557 (55> 1656) 5.30 
147 28 504 40 
vsLHP vsRHP 
18-24 49-71 
24-20 60-58 
25-18 56-63 
21-27 66-48 
14-30 43-75 
23-21 61-57 
20-29 62-51 
20-26 63-53 
26-16 69-51 
27-28 44-63 
26-19 58-62 
18-24 65-55 
24-19 61-58 
28-19 63-52 


GRASS 


58-80 
70-67 
64-71 
74-64 
53-85 
74-63 
31-31 
75-62 
35-27 
64-74 
76-60 
32-30 
71-66 
33-30 


o 
a 


= 


Shit ok 
ONONNHN FOO SBADMAH + wo 


ARTIF 


9-15 
14-11 
17-10 
13-11 

4-20 
10-15 
51-49 

8-17 
60-40 

7-17 

8-18 
51-49 
14-11 
58-41 


DAY 


17-26 
25-29 
22-18 
23-20 
19-29 
25-26 
22-24 
26-19 
26-20 
24-27 
32-22 
17-26 
17-13 
28-24 


CS GDP LOB SHO SiG 
68 157 1137 8 420 
68 137 1122 11 396 
50 128 1187 9 .424 
39 143 1216 12 401 
Gar 26 tie” SF 2384 
74 «132 «1183 «412 ~=«.391 
53 108 1134 9 400 
36 125 «#1101 10 387 
56 114 1073 15 .374 
44 139 1150 10 383 
58 146 1106 18  .350 
33 147 1162 6 401 
64 131 1105 14 389 
47 90 1194 7 416 
PO A E TC 
4388 1686 127 6201 
4325 1858 102 6285 
4348 1779 95 6222 
4393 1783 110 6286 
4434 1740 116 6290 
4398 1694 125 6217 
4319 1768 116 6203 
4391 1770 118 6279 
4324 1712 149 6185 
4332 1762 133 6217 
4437 1712 134 6283 
4351 1796 104 6251 
4333 1608 107 6048 
4373 1807 91 6271 
NIGHT 1-RUN X-INN 
50-69 18-35 6-12 
59-49 23-21 4-5 
59-63 23-21 2-9 
64-55 32-27 15-9 
38-76 21-30 5-10 
59-52 24-18 12-4 
60-56 24-17 11-8 
57-60 19-30 5-12 
69-47 22-18 9-7. 
47-64 20-21 8-7 
52-56 22-18 9-4 
66-53 27-25 9-10 
68-64 21-23 14-10 
63-47 28-20 8-10 


OH 
WLS 


201 
102 
001 
110 
013 
210 
110 
002 
010 
120 
001 
001 
013 
000 
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TOP 15 QUALIFIERS FOR BATTING CHAMPIONSHIP 


PLAYER, TEAM AVG G AB R H 1 28 38 HR RB SH) = SF_—sHB 8B 1B SO SB CS GOP SLG OBP 
Pendleton, T., Att... B19 ses ‘ 
Mortis, H., Cin”. B1B..... 
Gwynn, T., SD"... OT 


McGee, W., SF# eh Pe 
Jose, F., StL# 305....... 
Larkin, B., Cin U2 tices 
Bonilla, B., Pit# . Ban 
Clark, W., SF* SOOT sin 
Sabo, C., Cin. 301....... 
Calderon, |., Mon 300....... 
Butler, B., LA”..... 296... 
Biggio, C., Hou... 295 ..is.ee 
Bagwell, J., Hou... 1294... 
Kruk, J., Phi* . 294... 


PPONHLIONNONNOS> 


11 OR MORE GAMES 
Abner, S., SD ie 
Aldrete, M., SD*. 
Alicea, L., SIL# 
Anderson, D., SF. 
Anthony, E., Hou* 
Azocar, 0., SD”... 
Backman, W., Phi# 
Barberie, B., Mon# 
Barrett, M., SD... 
Bass, K., SF# 
Bell, G., Chi... 
Bell, J., Pit 
Bell, M., Atl*.. 


MPMRROONSOS=4o 


Benjamin, M., Ses 

Benzinger, T., Cin 
Berryhill, D., Chi-Atl 
Bilardello, D., SD 
Blauser, J., Altl...... 
Booker, R., Phi”. 
Boston, D., NY*.. 
Braggs, G., Cin 
Bream, S., Atl*.... 
Brewer, R., StL”. 
Brooks, H., NY... 
Buechele, S., Pit... 
Bullock, E., Mon* 
Cabrera, F., Alt... 
Caminiti, K., Hou#.. 
Campusano, S., Phi. 
Candaele, C., Hou# 
Carreon, M., NY.. 
Carter, G., LA. 
Castillo, B., Phi... 
Cedeno, A., Hou... 
Cerone, R., NY... 

Chamberlain, W., Ph 
Clark, J., SD........ 

Coleman, V., NY#... 
Coles, D., SF. 
Coolbaugh, S., SD... 
Daniels, K., LA*.. 

Dascenzo, D., Chi#. 
Daulton, D., Phi®...... 
Davidson, M., Hou... 
Davis, E., Cin. 
Dawson, A., Ch 
Decker, S., SF..... 
DeShields, D., Mon” 
Donnels, C., NY". 
Doran, B. Cin#....... 


SHWRBSMONSSDS=5 


Seeoses+s9n5N 


pos +s 


hoe BTA... 359 
continued 
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PLAYER, TEAM AVG G AB R H T% 2B 38 HR RB SH SF HB BB IB CSO) SBS CS:s«S GDP LGC 


Franco, J., Tex 
Boggs, W., Bos.* 
Randolph, W., Mil... 
Griffey Jr,, K., Sea.” , 
Molitor, P., Mil... 
Ripken Jr., C., Bal 
Palmeiro, R., Tex. 
Puckett, K., Min. , 
Thomas, F., Chi. .. 
Tartabull, D., KC 
Sierra, R., Tex.#. 
Martinez, E., Sea. 
Sax, S., NY....... 

Joyner, W,, Cal.*. ‘ 
Greenwell, M., BOS.*.......... 


SSMSMOSCEWSS 


25 OR MORE GAMES 
Abner, $., Calc 228 
Aldrete, M., Cle.*. 262. 
Allanson, A., Det. 
Allred, B., Cle.*.... 
Alomar, R., Tor.# 
Alomar, S., Cle..... 
Anderson, B., Bal, 
Baerga, C., Cle.# 
Baines, H., Oak,”.. 
Barfield, J., NY 
Barnes, S., Det 
Bell, J., Bal.#. 
Belle, A., Cle........ 
Benzinger, T., KO#.. 
Bergman, D., Det. 
Berry, S., KC... 
Bichette, D., Mil... 
Blankenship, L., Oak. 
Borders, P., Tor... 
Bordick, M., Oak. 
Bradley, S., Sea.”. 
Brelt, G., KC*.. 
Briley, G., Sea. 
Brock, G., Mil.” 
Brosius, S., Oak. .. 
Brown, J., Min. .... 
Browne, J., Cle. # 
Brumley, M., Bos. #. 
Brunansky, T., Bos... 
Buechele, S., Tex. 
Buhner, J., Sea...., 
Burks, E., Bos, 
Bush, R., Min.* 
Canseco, J., Oak. . 
Carter, J., Tor.. 
Clark, J, Bos. . 
Cochrane, D., Sea. 
Cole, A., Cle.*...... 
Cora, J., Chia 
Cotto, H., Sea....... 
Cromartie, W., KC 
Cuyler, M., Del.#.... 
Daugherty, J, TeX sss IDA ssreces DBs: 4A nesses Bissessees QBvenns Ne 
Davis, C., Min.#. abs ie Pa Hines thellesidivd 
Davis, G., Bal. : Mab pis niaian leh 
Deer, R., Det... IK, i wal aes 
Dempsey, R., Mil. 
Devereaux, M., Bal... : Fens OO Deth eres 4 
Diaz, M., Tex........ ‘ foethiossensegive AOvvais Noise? 
Downing, B., Tex.. tee i an a Mii 
Ducey, Ri, TOF," .,..:.ssssssseses 28D 5  sscts4 ; ination 


—: 


SSSSNPNSSEN HHH HH OMBSBN-SSH+SENSOSS=! 
ge Se ces = 2s Sage one aye te SE et) ae Se 
PH NSY ween oc-naBn rn aE SS+aanrws: 


— 


HOH HWERNHSNSSSHYNSH=SSHYS=HNENSHNWSSESO=> 
HN OBNSNSSENEONH-SBeNmMBanSH som: 


= 


BSRSARSSRRENSSSESSS: Se ee ag eae ae ae ee a at ets ae = Se = ae 
~ 
o 
~ 


2 
0, 
0 
0 
2 
2 


Pettis (Aly COMIN WBE Pam i lM hfe neh iMRi Ns state Suter lnate 
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PLAYER, TEAM AVG 


Dorsett, B., SD.....cccssssseese 
Duncan, M., Cin 
Dunston, S., Chi 
Dykstra, L., Phi* 
Elster, K., NY..... 
Espy, C., Pit#... 
Faries, P., SD..... 


Finley, S., Hou”..... 
Fitzgerald, M., Mon 
Fletcher, D., Phi* 
Foley, T., Mon’...... 
Galarraga, A., Mon. 


Gilkey, B., StL... 
Girardi, J., Chi. 
Gonzalez, J., LA-Pit 
Gonzalez, L., Hou". 
Grace, M., Chi*. 
Gregg, T., Atl”... 
Griffin, A., LA#. 
Grissom, M., Mon.. 
Guerrero, P., SIL... 


Harris, L., LA*... 
Hassey, R., Mon 


Heep, D., Atl*.... 
Herr, T., NY-SF#... 
Hollins, D., Phi#... 
Howard, T., SD#... 
Howell, J., SD”. 
Hudler, R., StL. 
Hundley, T., NY#.. 
Hunter, B., Atl... 
Jackson, D,, SD 
Javier, S., LA#.. 
Jefferies, G., NY#.. 
Johnson, H., NY#. 
Jones, C., Cin... 
Jones, T., StL*.. 
Jordan, R., Phi... 
Justice, D., Atl’. 


Lankford, R., StL”... 
Lemke, M., Atl# 
Leonard, M., SF* 
Lewis, D., SF. 
Lind, J., Pit... 
Lindeman, J., 
Litton, G., SF...... 
Lofton, K., Hou". 
Magadan, D., NY”... 
Manwaring, K., SF. 
Martinez, C., Pit-Cin# 
Martinez, Da., Mon* 
May, D., Chi”..... 
McClendon, L., Pit... 
McDaniel, T., NY#. 
McGriff, F,, SD”...... 


McReynolds, K., NY... 
Merced, 0., Pit# 
Miller, K., NY..... 
Mitchell, K., SF. ae 
Mitchell, K., Atl... 
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Bwo+ReRoo+aaoNnNo 


= 


SL ee rk 97 COUNSEL O8 k ah 1 20'S, S98 C009. 8S) 9) SO 


mr 
Rtas 


Sryeesnwananar 
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PON EH ONNMHSMNSHSHHDHSSNSSHWS 


SH OHwae=Noowns 


Speen INNS Kin iaaae Sok nts ee mEe AP RA in tt 2t Soon eee US SUL Ace oa Ree! welll g Bee hss io 


SO PPOHAHSOHSONSOH Ha, 


— 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


PLAYER, TEAM AVG 6 AB ui) H 1] 2 38 HR RB SH SF HB 


Elsenreich, J., KC*.... 
Espinoza, A., NY... 


Felix, J., Cal.# 
Fermin, F., Cle. 
Fielder, C., Det. 
Fisk, C., Chi.*, 
Fletcher, S., Chi... 
Fryman, T., Det. ... 
Gaalti, G., Cal. 
Gagne, G., Min 
Gallagher, D., Cal. 
Gallego, M., Oak, . 
Gantner, J., Mil." 
Geren, R., NY....... 
Gibson, K., KC”... 
Gladden, D., Min.. 


Gonzales, R., Tor.. 
Gonzalez, J., Cle. . 
Gonzalez, J., Tex. . 
Grebeck, C., Chi... 
Griffey, Sr., K., Sea.*. 
Gruber, K., Tor. 
Guillen, 0,, Chi.*. 
Hall, M,, NY*.. 
Hamilton, D., Mil. 
Harper, B., Min. ... 
Henderson, D., Oak... 
Henderson, R,, Oak... 
Hernandez, J., Tex. 
Hill, D., Cal.¥e..... 
Hill, G., Tor-Cle 
Hoiles. C,, Bal, 
Horn, S., Bal.”...... 
Howard, D., KC#. 
Howell, J, Cal. 
Hroek, K., Min, 
Huff, M., Cle-Chi. 
Hulett, T., Bal... 
Humphreys, M., NY.. 
Huson, J., Tex.”... 
Incaviglia, P., Del. 
Jacoby, B., Cle-Oak. . 
James, C., Cle...... 
Jefferson, R., Cle.#.. 
Johnson, L., Chi,* 
Jones, T., Sea. ..... 
Karkovice, R., Chi. 
Kelly, P., NY 


Wa Bwosnenwmone 
BANCwROOH-wA=Meos? 


ROH MSHS = O= = MBDOSS]=OMS=NNSBHWSHRSSOMUEU=ONUS 
SNrHH= eS SSHNSEHOE- 


Po hPea-weNyuascope 
Tere ah Sa EN NS Se 


Kelly, R., NY 

Knoblauch, C., Vivssllans P 
Larkin, G., Min.# Bites 3. 
Law, V,, Oak. heen 0) 0., 
Lee, M,, Tor.# reall framerctst ce: 
Leius, S., Min. Buissintle Civses 
Lewis, M., Cle. Divvatieay 2. 
Leyrit2, J., NY. erase 13 
Livingston, S., Det iain is 
Lopez, L., Cle....... Vijaiivels 0,, 
Lyons, S., Bos. Oriel 3h 
Maas, K., NY*...... Discerins Oi fl, 
Macfarlane, M., KC... LETT 0., 
Mack, S., Min, 

Maldonado, C., an ie I 
Manto, J., Cle. acs bem 0, 
Martinez, C., KC.. DiirtncOs i 
Martinez, C., Bal.* Duties > 1., 
Martinez, C., Cle, . \ ea 2n 
Martinez, T., Sea.” Oiniames 0. 
Marzano, J., Bos, . Nyiisssay ec 0. 
Mattingly, D., NY" pistes 0., 
Mayne, B., KC’... aitnarecs bee 
McGwire, M., Oak, Aivcuanes 1 
MoRae, B., KC...... Biievast Os cates 
Melvin, B., Bal... Abevnteas 0. 
Merullo, M., Chi.” aie 0. 
Meulens, H., NY... Aisne 0., 
Milligan, R., Ba Qhranae 6; 
Moseby, L., Det.*. ier i 
Mulliniks, R., Tor: Oi vines 0., 
Munoz, P., Min... A seasricin eeenen frntird ts 38 


continued 
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PLAYER, TEAM AVG GAB R H 1B 2B 3B HA RB 


nan 
= 
a 
x 
= 
= 
s 
S 
a 
oS 
8 
2 
a 
ry 
S 
= 
s 
=S 
3 


Morandini, M., Phi* 
Mortis, J., Phi’... 
Mola, A., Hou...... 
Mota, J., SD# .... 
Murphy, D., Phi. 
Murray, E., LAg#., 
Nichols, C., Hou. 
Nixon, 0., All#... 
Noboa, J., Mon... 
O'Brien, C., NY... 
O'Neill, P., Cin*.., 
Oberkfell, K., Hou"... 
Offerman, J., LA 
Oliver, J, Cin...... 
Olson, G., All... 


— 


onsos-onn 


SSenesessnsse 


Owen, S., Mon#. 
Pagnozzi, T., StL. 
Pena, G., StL#... 
Perezchica, T., SF. 
Perry, G., SIL”... 
Presley, J., SD... 
Prince, T., Pil...... 
Quinones, L., Cin#. 
Ramirez, R,, Hou. 
Ready, R., Phi..... 
Redus, G., Pit. 

Reed, J., Cin”...... 
Reyes, G., Mon... 
Rhodes, K., Hou" 
Roberts, L., SD# 
Rohde, D., Hour 
Salazar, L. Chi..... 
Samuel, J., LA..... 
Sanchez, A., Chi. 
Sandberg, R., Chi 
Sanders, D,, All”. 
Santiago, B., SD....... 
Santovenia, N., Mon 
Sasser, M., NY*.. 
Schu, R., Phi....... 
Scioscia, M., LA* 
Scott, G., Chi...... 
Sharperson, M., LA.. 
Shipley, C., SD... 
Simms, M., Hou.. 
Slaught, O., Pit... 
Smith, Dw,, Chi". 
Smith, L., Ath... 
Smith, 0., StL#., 
Strawberry, D,, LA* sess 
Templeton, G., SD-NY#.... 
Teulel, T., NY-SD osc 
Thompson, M., StL* 


ee 


Cmoo-anoEeaNHEa—OS 


SE Sn Se ee SE 


=n: 


Treadway, J., Atl* 
Uribe, J., SF#.... 
Van Slyke, A., Pit 
Vanderwal, J., Mon* 
Varsho, G., Pit*.. 
Vatcher, J., SD... 
Villanueva, H,, Chi... 
Vizcaino, J., Chi#... 
Walker, C., Chi#..... 
Walker, L., Mon’...... 
Wallach, T., Mon 
Walton, J., Chi... 
Ward, Ky SD seeeiscsesssocesaie 
Webster, M., Pit-LAW........ 2 
Wehner, J,, Pit... ; 

Wilkerson, C., Pilw#. 
Wilkins, R., Chi* 
Willard, J., Atl® .. 
Williams, K., Mon 
Williams, M., SF. 
WIISON, C., Sthesssisrsssreses 
Winningham, H., Cin*........ 
Yelding, E., Hou...... 
Young, G., Hou 
Zeile, T., StL....... 
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PLAYER, TEAM 


Myers, G., Tor.” ... 
Naehring, T., Bos. 
Newman, A., Min.#. 
Newson, W., Chi.” 
Nokes, M., NY"... 
O'Brien, P., Sea 
Olerud, J., Tor.” ... 
Orsulak, J., Bal.”. 
Ortiz, J., Min. .. 
Orton, J., Cal... 
Pagliarulo, M., Min. 
Palmer, D., Tex......... 
Parker, D., Cal-Tor.* 
Parrish, L., Cal.... 
Pasqua, D., Chi.* 
Pecota, B., KC 
Pena, T., Bos... 
Petralli, G., Tex.”. 
Pettis, G., Tex.#. 
Phillips, T., Det.# 
Plantier, P., Bos.” 
Polonia, L., Cal.* 


Raines, T., Chi.# 
Reed, J., Bos. . 
Reimer, K., Tex.” . 
Reynolds, H., Sea. 


SHOWMON SWAN ENB OSHN EH ODWWOOMES 


a Pale SUN 
VYPsae 


Rodriguez, |., Tex. 
Romine, K., Bos. . 
Salas, M., Det.”.... 
Schaefer, J., Sea. 
Schofield, D., Cal. 
Sequi, D., Bal. #. 
Seitzer, K., KC..... 
Sheffield, G., Mil. 
Shelby, J., Det..... 
Sheridan, P., NY* 
Shumpert, T., KC 
Skinner, J., Cle. ... 
Snyder, C., Chi-Tor.. 
Sojo, L., Cal... 
Sorrento, P., Min. 
Sosa, S., Chi... 
Spehr, T., KC... 
Spiers, B., Mil. 
Sprague, E., Tor. . 
Stanley, M., Tex.. 
Steinbach, T., Oak 
Stillwell, K., KC#.... 
Stubbs, F., Mil.” . 
Surhoff, B., Mil.*. 
Sveum, D., Mil.# 
Tabler, P., Tor...... 
Taubensee, E., Cle.” 
Tettleton, M., Det-#. 
Thome, J., Cle.”.. 
Thurman, G., KC. 
Tingley, R., Cal... 
Trammell, A., Det. 
Valle, D., Sea. . 


ABH NSHHSN ANN WN ANSMSAMNSAWNOWONSSWSOHAMNEANNAHHWSOSENWNWWWHHRHDAMOHSS 


PWSSSNMBSOMONSSHNnSSsaSn san s-wnmaos 


Velarde, R., NY“... 
Venable, M., Cal.* 
Ventura, R., Chi.” 
Vizquel, 0., Sea... 
Ward, T., Cle-Tor.#. 
Weiss, W., Oak. # 
Whitaker, L., Det.” 
White, D., Tor.#...... 
Whiten, M., Tor-Cle.#.. 
Whitt, E., Bal.”......... 
Williams, B., NY#.... 
Wilson, M., Tor.# 
Wilson, W., Oak. #... 
Winfield, D., Cal.. 
Worthington, C., Bal. é 
Yount, R., Mil... 


SSOSSNON Aw 


PA NRANMNOSSOHNH=POEMRMONED< 


fea ROmOWws. 
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OFFICIAL 


AVERAGES 


TOP 15 QUALIFIERS FOR ERA LEADERSHIP 


W 


PITCHER, TEAM 


Martinez, De., Mon 
Rijo, J., Cin....... 
Glavine, T., Atl". 
Belcher, T,, LA... 
Harnisch, P., Hou... 
DeLeon, J., St. L. 


Smith, Z., Pit" .... ail. 
Tewksbury, B., St. L seit 
Martinez, R., LA.......:ccsssssseee 7 


36 OR MORE INNINGS 


Agosto, J., St. L*.... 5 


_— 


Belinda, S., Pit... 
Berenguer, J., Atl 
Bielecki, M., Chi,-Atl... 
Black, B., SF*..... 


as 


Brantly, J., SF... 
Browning, T., Cin 
Burke, T., Mon.-NY . 
Burkett, J., SF...... 

Carman, D., Cin* 
Carpenter, C., St. L.. 
Castillo, F., Chi.. 
Charlton, N., Cin*... 
Clancy, J., Hou.-All. 
Combs, P., Phi* . 


= 


= 


DeJesus, J., Phi...... 
Deshaies, J., Hou”... 
Dibble, R., Cin... 


= 
NYCOWOMOAINVFSL OLS MWWRMOOCNHMSAMBMWHLAaWNHOWON |] ODN WPM 


Fernandez, S., NY*.. 
Franco, J., NY*... 
Fraser, W., St. L. 
Freeman, M., Atl. 
Frey, S., Mon”... 
Gardner, M., Mon... 
Gooden, D., NY.. 
Gott, J., LA... 
Greene, T., Phi 
Grimsley, J., Phi 
Gross, K., LA. 
Gross, K., Cin... 
Hammond, C., Cin” 
Haney, C., Mon” .... 
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2.39 


31 
30 
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19 


8B SO PITCHER. TEAM Ww 
62 123 Harris, G., SD... 9 
55 172 Hartley, M., LA-Phi .. at 
69 192 Heaton, N., Pit*.... eK] 
75 156 Henry, D., Hou..... aK 
83 172 Hernandez, X., Hou ... ate 
61 118 | Hershiser, 0., LA. ie 
61 140 Hickerson, B., SF me Xe 
54 104 | Hill, K, StL... WW 
59 167 Howell, J., LA. . 6 
62 142 | Hurst, B., SD" 15 
44 129 Innis, J., NY... re 
70 120 | Jackson, D., Chi* on 
29 120 | Jones, B., Mon 4 
38 (75 Jones,.J., Hou ee) 
69 150 Kile, D., Hou... tale 
Kipper, B., Pit* aie 
La Coss, M., SF.. ml 
39 34 Lancaster, L., Chi ant) 
27 «31 Landrum, B., Pit. coat 
13 40 | Lefferts, C., SD". aed 
54 93 Leibrandt, C., Atl* 019 
19 26 | Maddux, C., Chi... 18 
31 117 Maddux, M., SD... ae 
65 137 Mahler, R., Mon.- =i 
84 117 | McClellan, P., SF ce 
13 38 McElroy, C., Chi* ee 
35 71 McDowell, R., Phi-LA......... 9 
20 53 Melendez, J., SD rt: 
56 75 Mercker, K., Atl”. on 8 
71 104 Mulholland, T., PRi™........00+ 16 
54 g9 | Myers,R., Cin*.. a 6 
18 31 Nabholz, C., Mon 18 
52 62 Olivares, 0., St. L wt 
36 49 | Dliveras, F., SF... apis 
40 82 Osuna, A., Hou" rena he 
52 81 Palacios, V., P wo 6 
56 115 Patterson, B., Pit” sani 
26 59 | Pena, A, NY-All. 2418 
60 131 Peterson, A., SD. oan 
19 15 Portugal, M., Hou 10 
20 47 Power, T., Cin...... ok) 
33 73 | Rasmussen, D.,S lO 
34 77 Righetti, D., SF*. mare 
34 50 Ritchie, W., Phi". mel 
43°44 Robinson, D., SF nad) 
73 241 Rodriguez, R., SD”... 3 
8 38 Rojas, M., Mon... Pek) 
23 53 | Ruffin, B., Phi*.. a 4 
39 46 Ruskin, S., Mon* rs, 
19 53 Sampen, B., Mon con 
33 69 Scanlan, B., Cin, a, 
128 118 Schilling, C., Hou on oO 
72 98 Schourek, P., NY ea 
25 124 Scudder, S., Cin. Roh) 
53 62 Simons, D., NY*. ae 
17 42 Slocumb, H., Cin a7 
9 31 | Smith,B., SLL... 12 
18 45 Smith, L., StL... mA) 
21 25 Smith, P., Atl. aml 
13 34 | Smoltz.J,, Atl 4 
23 «21 Stanton, M., A =f 
75 107 Sutcliffe, R., Chi. we i) 
56 150 Terry, S., St. L tS 
32 73 Viola, F., NY* aK} 
66 154 | Walk, B., Pit.. ang 
41 42 Whitehurst, W., NY. spelt 
50 95 Whitson, E., SD.. ee! 
40 40 Williams, M., Ph Arle, 
48 50 Wilson, T., SF*.. we 13 
43 51 Young, A., NY... 2 
* Throws Left-Handed 
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GS CG SV IP H RHR BB SO 
20 3 O 133.0 116 42 16 27 95 
0 0 2 831 74 40 11 47 68 
1.00 0) 68:2 72:37" 6) (21. "94 
Oi 02” B72 651,25), 07% 39545) 
6 0 3 630 66 34 6 32 55 
21.0 0 1120 112 43 3 32 73 
6 0 0 500 5 20 3 17 4@ 
30 0 0 181.1 147 76 15 67 121 
0016 510 39 19 3 11 40 
31 4 0 221.2 201 89 17 59 141 
00 0 842 66 30 2 2 47 
140 0 702 89 59 8 48 31 
0013 882 7 3 8 33 46 
22 1 O 1351 148 73 9 51 88 
22 0 O 153.2 144 81 16 84 100 
0 0 4 #600 6 3% 7 2 3% 
5 0 0 471 61 39 4 24 30 
11 1 3 156.0 150 68 13 49 102 
0 017 761 76 32 4 19 4 
0 023 690 74 35 5 14 48 
36 1 0 229.2 212 105 18 56 128 
37 7 O 263.0 232 113 18 66 189 
10 5 982 78 30: 4 27 S57 
8 0 0 660 70 37 4 2 27 
12 1 0 710 68 41 12 2 44 
0 0 3 1011 73 33 7 S57 92 
0 0 10 101.1 100 40 4 48 50 
9 0:3 932 77 35 11 24 (60 
4 0 6 731 56 23 5 35 62 
34 8 O 232.0 231 100 15 49 142 
12 1 6 1320 116 61 8 80 108 
24.1 0 1532 134 66 5 57 99 
24 0 1 167.1 148 72 13 61 9 
10 3 791 69 36 12 22 48 
0 012 812 59 39 5 46 68 
7 1 3 812 69 34 12 38 64 
1.0 2 652 67 32 7 15 57 
0 015 821 74 23 6 22 62 
110 0 542 50 33 10 28 37 
27. 1 «+1 «(168.1 163 91 19 59 120 
00 3 #870 8 37 6 31 5 
24.1 0 1462 155 74 12 49 75 
0 0 24 71.2 64 29 4 2 51 
0 0 0 501 44 17 4 17 26 
16 0 1 121.1 123 64 12 50 78 
10 0 800 6 31 8 44 40 
00 6 480 42 21 4 13 37 
15 1 0 1190 125 52 6 38 85 
0 0 6 632 57 31 4 30 46 
8 0 0 921 9 49 13 46 §2 
130 1 «1110 114 60 5 40 44 
0:0) 8: (75.2). 79.135. 92) "30" 71 
8 1 2 861 8 49 7 43 67 
144.0 1 1011 91 52 6 56 5 
10 1 602 55 40 5 19 38 
00 1 622 5 2 3 30 34 
31 3 0 1982 188 95 16 45 94 
0 047 #730 70 19 5 13 67 
10 0 0 480 48 33 5 22 2g 
36 5 O 2292 206 101 16 77 148 
0 0 7 780 62 27 6 21 54 
18 0 0 962 96 52 4 45 82 
001 $81 76 31 1 32 $82 
35 3 0 2311 259 112 25 54 132 
20 0 0 115.0 104 53 10 35 67 
20 0 1 133.1 142 67 12 25 87 
12 2 0 782 93 47 13 17 40 
0 0 30 881 56 24 4 62 84 
29 2 0 2020 173 87 13 77 139 
8 0 0 491 48 20 4 12 20 


STREET AND SMITH’'S BASEBALL 


TOP 15 QUALIFIERS FOR ERA LEADERSHIP 


PITCHER, TEAM 


Clemens, R., BOS.......ss0sss00» 
Candiotti, T., Cle-Tor. 
Wegman, B., Mil... 
Abbott, J., Cal”. 
Ryan, N., Tex... 
Moore, M., Oak 
Tapani, K. Min.. 
Langston, M., Cal" 
Key, J., Tor*..... 
Saberhagen, B., 
Guzman, J. Tex. 
Erickson, S. Min 
Bosio, C., Mil... 
McDowell, J., Chi... 
Appier, K:, KC 


60 OR MORE INNINGS 


Acker, J., Tor : 
Aguilera, R., Min... 
Alexander, G., Tex. 
Anderson, A., Min” 
Aquino, L., KC.. 
August, D., Mil. 
Ballard, J., Bal” 
Bankhead, S., Si 
Barfield, J., Tex"... 
Bedrosian, S., Minn... 
Boddicker, M., KC. 
Bohanon, B., Tex" . 
Bolton, T., Bos” 
Boyd, D., Tex... 
Brown, K., Tex.. 
Brown, K., Mil* 
Cadaret, G., NY 
Cerutti, J., Det* 
Chitren, S., Oak 
Crim, C., Mil... 
Darling, Oak..... 
Darwin, D., Bos 
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DeLucia, R., Sea... 
Eckersley, D., Oa 
Eichhorn, M., Cal. 
Eiland, D., NY... 


Bonwown 


Finley, C., Cal”..... 
Flanagan, M., Bal" 
Frohwirth, T., Bal... 
Gakeler, D., Det 
Garcia, R., Chi. 
Gardiner, M., Bos. 
Gibson, P., Det* 
Gleaton, J., Det 
Gordon, T., KC 
Grahe, J., Cal... 
Gray, J., Bos... 
Gubicza, M., KC. 
Guetterman, L., NY". 
Gullickson, B., Det... 
Guthrie, M., Min* 
Guzman, J., Tor... 
Habyan, J., NY... 
Hanson, E., Sea... 


Swornwownwn-wn 


Sny-oLlon 
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Henneman, M,., Det. 


Hesketh, J, BOS" sessnsnenne 12 


L ERA G GS CG SV 
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STREET AND SMITH’S BASEBALL 
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PITCHER, TEAM 


Hibbard, G., Chi” ........ssss0e 
Hillegas, S., Cle... 
Holman, B., Sea... 
Holmes, 0., Mil 
Hough, C., Chi 
Jackson, M., Sea. 
Jeffcoat, M., Tex”. 
Johnson, D., Bal... 
Johnson, J., NY"*.. 
Johnson, R., Sea” 
Jones, D., Cle.. 
Kilgus, P., Bal” 
King, E., Cle... 
Klink, J., Oak”. 
Krueger, B., Sea”... 
Lamp, D., Bos. 
Leach, T., Min. 


— 


Lee, M., Mil”... 
Leiter, M., Det. 
Lewis, S., Cal... 
Machado, J., Mil... 
McCaskill, K., Cal 
McDonald, B., Bal 
Mesa, J., Bal... 
Milacki, B., Bal 
Montgomery, J., KC. 
Morris, J., Min..... 

Morton, K., Bos”... 
Mussina, M., Bal.. 
Nagy, C., Cle... 
Navarro, J. Mil 
Nichols, R., Cle 
Olson, G. Bal... 
Otto, D., Cle*... 
Pall, D., Chi..... 
Patterson, K., Chi 
Perez, M., Chi... 
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Plunk, E., NY... 
Radinsky, S., Chi" 
Robinson, J., Bal. 
Rogers, K., Tex”. 
Rosenthal, W., Tex 
Russell, J., Tex.... 


_ 


Slusarski, J., Oak 
Smith, R., Bal...... 
Stewart, D., Oak... 
Stottlemyre, T., Tor... 
Swan, R., Sea” 
Swift, B. Sea... 
Swindell, G., Cle 
Tanana, F., Det”... 
Taylor, W., NY..... 
Terrell, W., Det... 
Thigpen, B., Chi.. 
Timlin, M., Tor 
Ward, D., Tor.. 
Welch, B., Oak 
Wells, D., Tor” 
West, D., Min” 
Williamson, M., Bal. 
Willis, C., Min 
Witt, B., Tex.... 
Young, C., Oak" .. 
Young, M., Bos”....... 


Sve 
NMONWOH] OOH NNO ODDM$ CL MHNMNMNMNM WW 


* Throws Lelt-Handed 


= 


— 


= 


aa 
ANY SO]|=WOWNNTMONWOW—WOD 


= —.e* 
o—nn 


— = 
MON OH NOOO SSOOUNNINWESNONM®D 


=> 


= =i 


SOHC TOMAICOOCOMOWACOHNMOHONOTOCTCCOCCCCCCCO HOW OOM HK$ COOWN “COOK OHRF OOK ONC ONC OOCOSOoOMOoOMNm 


= 


eocoocoowo—-—$COOCOONCHNOCOCOH-fOWONSO 


ont w wo aw 
N—MOCOCCOH-CSCHMNOWTWOe-Co- $$ CCH C0C0CCOwW 


Nm 
Sconnos=cbwScc00 


ni... ING 


PLAYER, TEAM. PCT 
OUTFIELDERS (103 or move total chances) 
Bass, S-F....... : 

Bell, Chi... 


Boston, N.Y. 
Braggs, Cin.. 
Brooks, N.Y.. 
Butler, L.A”. 
Calderon, Mon. 
Carreon, N.Y... 
Chamberlain, Phi. . 
Clark, $.D. ....... 

Coleman, N.Y... 
Daniels, L.A...... 
Dascenzo, Chi.* 
Davis, Cin. .. 
Dawson, Chi 
Dykstra, Phi. 
Felder, S.F.. 
Finley, Hou.” 


Gonzalez, Hou. . 
Grissom, Mon.. 
Gwynn, S.D. 
Hatcher, Cin, 
Hayes, Phi... 
Howard, S.D. 
Hudler, St.L. 
Jackson, S.D. 
Jose, SLL... 
Justice, Atl.” 
Kruk, Phi.”.. 
Lankford, St.L.” 
Lewis, S.F... 
Martinez, Mon. 
McGee, S.F...... 

McReynolds, N.Y. . 
Mitchell, S.F. ... 
Murphy, Phi. 
Nixon, Att... 
O'Neill, Cin." 
Roberts, S.D. 
Smith, Atl... 
Strawberry, L. 
Thompson, St.L 


Van Slyke, Pit... 

Walker, Mon 

Walton, Chi. 

Winningham, Cin... 

CATCHERS 

(358 or more total chances) PCT 
Biggio, Hou. : 
Carter, L.A... : 
Cerone, N.Y. 987 
Daulton, Phi. 985 
Decker, S.F. . 984 
La Valliere, Pit. .998 
O'Brien, N.Y. 


Oliver, Cin, 


Reed, Cin. .... 


Slaught, Pit. . 
Wilkins, Chi...... 
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Triple plays: Houston (2), Montreal, Philadelphia, St. Louis 


PLAYER. TEAM PCT 6 
FIRST BASEMEN (406 or more total chances) 
Bagwell, Hou.. 99 155 
Bream, Att.” +! 85 
Clark, S.F.*..... a 144 
Galarraga, Mon.. ..991 105 
Grace, Chi.*... ..995 160 
Guerrero, StL. ..985 112 
Hunter, Atti.”... ..988 85 
Jordan, Phi . 987 72 
Kruk, Phi.”..... ..997 = 102 
Magadan, N.Y. ..996 122 
McGriff, $.D.* . 990 153 
Merced, Pit. ... a 105 
Morris, Cin.” 128 
Murray, L.A. 149 
Perry, StL. 61 
Redus, Pit..... - 47 
SECOND BASEMEN (267 or more toial chances) 
Candaele, Hou. .. .. 982 109 
DeShields, Mon... . 962 148 
Doran, Cin. ... .. 981 88 
Duncan, Cin.. .. 974 62 
Jefferies, N.Y. . .982 77 
Lemke, Atl. 978 110 
Lind, Pit... .. .989 149 
Miller, N.Y. .. 972 60 
Morandini, Phi... .. 986 97 
Oquendo, StL 988 = 118 
Ready, Phi..... . 989 66 
Roberts, S.D.. .. 978 68 
Samuel, L.A. .. ..978 182 
Sandberg, Chi 995 167 
Thompson, S.F. . 985 = 144 
Treadway, Atl 93 
SHORTSTOPS (183 or more tola! aces) 
Anderson, S.F... 63 
Bell, Pit... ae 156 
Belliard, Atl ra or 145 
Benjamin, S.F net 51 
Blauser, Atl. .. a 85 
Cedeno, Hou. ny, 66 
Dunston, Chi. a 142 
Elster, N.Y... ay 107 
Fernandez, $0... a 145 
Griffin, L.A... .. 961 109 
Larkin, Cin... oe) ) 
Owen, Mon. .. 986 133 
Smith, St. .. 987 150 
Thon, Phi. 969 = 146 
Uribe, S.F. .. 966 87 
Yelding, Hou...... sie FecRiesensiyss O09 72 
THIRD BASEMEN (103 or more total chances) 
Bonilla, Pit... ie sveee 932 67 
Caminiti, Hou... 948 152 
Cootieagh § $.D. .. 952 54 
Harris, LA... . 943-113 
Hayes, Phi 958 138 
Howell, S.D. .. 985 54 
Jefferies, N.Y . 916 51 
Johnson, N.Y. 927 104 
Pendleton, Atl 950 148 
Sabo, Cin....... 966 151 
Salazar, Chi... .. 956 86 
Sharperson, L.A. .. 981 68 
Teufel, N.Y.-S.D. .. 947 53 
Wallach, Mon .. 968 149 
Williams, S.F 964 155 
Zeile, St.L.......... at 154 


* Throws Left-Handed 


107 
131 
124 


ass =t nm es ali = 
Aa ea waDwowwowas 30 SLaIysOnrwSrmowowrowofl wn 


—m 
woowl@ 


14 
16 
25 


27 
30 
18 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


PLAYER, TEAM 


PCT 


OUTFIELDERS (130 or more total chances) 


ANGETSON | Ball izcsisardcht leans on ooreechons: 981 
Barfield, N.Y.. .. 1.000 
Belle, Cle. 952 
Bichette, Mil. 976 
Briley, Sea..... 980 
Brunansky, Bos. 989 
Buhner, Sea. . 981 
Burks, Bos. ... 993 
Canseco, Oak 965 
Carter, Tor. 974 
Cole, Cle.* 970 
Cuyler, Det .986 
Deer, Det... 978 
Devereaux, 993 
Eisenreich, K.C. 973 
Felix, Cal....... 977 
Gallagher, Cal . 1,000 
Gibson, K.C.* 976 
Gladden, Min. 988 
Gonzalez, Tex. 981 
Greenwell, Bos... 989 
Griffey, Jr., Sea.” 989 
Hall, N.Y.*..... 987 
Hamilton, Mil. 996 
Henderson, D., Oak. 997 
Henderson, R., Oak. 970 
Huff, Cle.-Chi..... 988 
Johnson, Chi.* 995 
Kelly, N.Y... 986 
Mack, Min. 977 
Maldonado, Mil.-Tor... 986 
McRae, K.C.... 993 
Meulens, N.Y. 967 
Moseby, Det.. 955 
Orsulak, Bal.* 997 
Pettis, Tex. .... 977 
Polonia, Cal.” 981 
Puckett, Min.. 985 
Raines, Chi w. 990 
Sierra, Tex. wa 979 
Sosa, Chi. . 973 
Tartabull, K.C, 965 
Thurman, K.C. 970 
Vaughn, Mi wo 994 
White, Tor...... .. 998 
Whiten, Tor.-Cle, . 975 
Williams, N.Y. 979 
Winfield, Cal. 990 
Yount, Mil...... as 
CATCHERS 

(422 or more total chances) PCT 
Borders, Tor. . ov 993 
Fisk, Chi... 993 
Harper, Min... 988 
Hoiles, Bal. ... 998 
Macfarlane, K.C. 993 
Mayne, K.C.... 987 
Myers, Tor. 979 
Nokes, N.Y. 992 


Rodriguez, Tex. .. 983 
Skinner, Cle. . 991 
Steinbach, Oak... 980 


Surhoff, Mil... 995 
Tettleton, Det. 990 
Valle, Sea........... tl 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 
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Triple Plays: Seattle (2) 


PLAYER, TEAM PCT G 
FIRST BASEMEN (427 or more total chances) 
Benzinger, K.C.... 75 
Fielder, Det. “993 122 
Hrbek, Min... 994 128 
Jacoby, Cle.-Oak.. . 989 58 
Joyner, Cal.*.... 994 141 
Mattingly, N.Y." .... ..996 127 
McGwire, Oak. . ..997 152 
Milligan, Bal. 990 106 
Molitor, Mil. . 986 46 
O'Brien, Sea 997 =: 182 
Olerud, Tor.* ..996 135 
Palmeiro, Tex.* ..992 157 
Pasqua, Chi.*... ..991 83 
Quintana, Bos. . ..993 138 
Stubbs, Mil.” ..991 92 
Thomas, Chi. .. \ 56 
SECOND BASEMEN (301 or more total chances) 
Alomar, Tor tego 160 
Baerga, Cle, 75 
Bell, Bal. .... a 77 
Fletcher, Chi. .. . 992 86 
Franco, Tex. .... 979 = 146 
Gallego, Oak. .. ..989 = 135 
Gantner, Mil... 977 59 
Knoblauch, Min. .. ..975 148 
Randolph, Mil. 969 121 
Reed, Bos.... ..982 152 
Reynolds, Sea. 978 159 
Ripken, Bal... ..986 103 
Sax, N.Y... d 149 
Shumpert, K. Gs aannavnanncitemsaccattere: 144 
Sojo, Cal..... 107 
Whitaker, Det, . 7 135 
SHORTSTOPS (292 or more (otal chances) 

Bordick, Oak. ...... ..972 84 
Espinoza, N.Y.. -969 147 
Fermin, Cle, ..980 129 
Fryman, Det. . 963 71 
Gagne, Min. 984 137 
Guillen, Chi. ..970 149 
Howard, K.C ..962 63 
Huson, Tex... 965 == 116 
Lee, Tor. 967 138 
Ripken, Bal.. 986 162 
Rivera, Bos. .959 = 129 
Schofield, Cal. Mofo. © 183 
Spiers, Mil... ..970 = 128 
Stillwell, KC... . 959 118 
Trammell, Det. 979 92 
Vizquel, Sea...... : 138 
THIRD BASEMEN (152 or move total chances) 
Baerga sles, sicnssutcsanioammeteruataey 944 89 
Boggs, Bos. ..968 140 
Buechele, Tex.. etn hhh 
Fryman, Det. . 946 85 
Gaetti, Cal... ..965 152 
Gantner, Mil . 976 90 
Gomez, Bal... ..972 105 
Gruber, Tor...... 962111 
Jacoby, Cle.-Oak.. . 987 67 
Kelly, N.Y. cscs . 926 80 
Martinez, Sea. 962-144 
Pagliarulo, Min. .965 =: 118 
Pecota, K.C. ..983 102 
Riles, Oak «939 69 
Seitzer, K.C. . 940 68 
Ventura, Chi.... e999" F151 
“Throws Left-Handed 
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BATTING 


BATTING AVERAGE 


341 


..Franco, J...Tex 
OG2.a 
827. 
O2r: 
.325.. 
.323.. 
soae:: 
319... 
318:. 
316.. 


Boggs, W...Bos 
.Randolph, W...Mil 
.Griffey Jr, K...Sea 
.Molitor, P...Mil 
Ripken, C...Bal 
.Palmeiro, R...Tex 
Puckett, K...Min 
Thomas, F...Chi 
Tartabull, D...KC 


RUNS 


133%, 
.Palmeiro, R...Tex 
.Canseco, J...Oak 
110... 
White, D...Tor 
..Franco, J...Tex 

... Henderson, R...Oak 
.. Thomas, F...Chi 
...Fielder, C...Det 
...Raines, T...Chi 


115.. 
115.. 


110.. 


Molitor, P...Mil 


Sierra, R...Tex 


... Molitor, P...Mil 
...Ripken, C...Bal 
...Palmeiro, R...Tex 
... sierra, R...Tex 
...Franco, J...Tex 
...9ax, S...NY 
...Puckett, K...Min 
...Alomar, R...Tor 
...White, D...Tor 

. Boggs, W...Bos 


DOUBLES 
49...Palmeiro, R...Tex 
46...Ripken, C...Bal 
44...Sierra, R...Tex 
42...Griffey Jr, K...Sea 
42...Reed, J...Bos 
42...Carter, J...Tor 
42...Boggs, W...Bos 
41...Alomar, R...Tor 
40...White, D...Tor 
40...Brett, G...KC 


TRIPLES 
.. Johnson, L...Chi 
... Molitor, P...Mil 
.. Alomar, R...Tor 
...Devereaux, M...Bal 


.. McRae, B...KC 
...Gladden, D...Min 
...Mack, S...Min 
...Polonia, L...Cal 


160 


13 
13 
11 
10 
10...White, D...Tor 
9 
9 
8 
8 


HOME RUNS 
44...Fielder, C...Det 
44...Canseco, J...Oak 
34...Ripken, C...Bal 
33...Carter, J...Tor 
32...Thomas, F...Chi 
31...Tettleton, M...Det 
31...Tartabull, D...KC 
29...Davis, C...Min 


WALKS 

138...Thomas, F...Chi 

101...Tettleton, M...Det 
98...Henderson, R...Oak 
96...Clark, J...Bos 
95...Davis, C...Min 
93...McGwire, M...Oak 
90...Whitaker, L...Det 
89...Deer, R...Det 
89...Boggs, W...Bos 


ON-BASE PERCENTAGE 
.453...Thomas, F...Chi 
.424...Randolph, W...Mil 
.421...Boggs, W...Bos 
.408...Franco, J...Tex 
.405...Martinez, E...Sea 
.400...Henderson, R...Oak 
.399...Molitor, P...Mil 
.399...Griffey Jr, K...Sea 
.397...Tartabull, D...KC 
.391...Whitaker, L...Det 


RUNS BATTED IN 
133...Fielder, C...Det 
122...Canseco, J...Oak 
116...Sierra, R...Tex 
114...Ripken, C...Bal 
109...Thomas, F...Chi 
108...Carter, J...Tor 
102...Gonzalez, J...Tex 
100...Ventura, R...Chi 
100...Griffey, Jr, K...Sea 
100... Tartabull, D...KC 


TOTAL BASES 
368...Ripken, C...Bal 
336...Palmeiro, R...Tex 
332...Sierra, R...Tex 
325...Molitor, P...Mil 
321...Carter, J... Tor 
320...Fielder, C...Det 
318...Canseco, J...Oak 
309...Thomas, F...Chi 
292...White, D...Tor 
289...Griffey Jr, K...Sea 


STOLEN BASES 
58...Henderson, R...Oak 
53...Alomar, R...Tor 
51...Raines, T...Chi 
48...Polonia, L...Cal 
41...Cuyler, M...Det 
36...Franco, J...Tex 
33...White, D...Tor 
32...Kelly, R...NY 
31...Sax, S...NY 
29...Pettis, G...Tex 


SLUGGING PERCENTAGE 
.593...Tartabull, D...KC 
.566...Ripken, C...Bal 
.556...Canseco, J...Oak 
.553...Thomas, F...Chi 
.532...Palmeiro, R...Tex 
.527...Griffey Jr, K...Sea 
513...Fielder, C...Det 
.507...Davis, C...Min 
.503...Carter, J...Tor 
.502...Sierra, R...Tex 


EXTRA-BASE HITS 
85...Ripken, C...Bal 
78...Palmeiro, R...Tex 
78...Carter, J...Tor 
77...Canseco, J...Oak 
74...Sierra, R...Tex 
69...Fielder, C...Det 
69...Tartabull, D...KC 
67...White, D...Tor 
65... Thomas, F...Chi 
65...Griffey Jr, K...Sea 


GRAND SLAMS 
...Griffey Jr, K...Sea 
... Ventura, R...Chi 
..Mack, S...Min 
...Canseco, J...Oak 
...Clark, J...Bos 
...Baines, H...Oak 


HITTING STREAKS 
22...McRae, B...KC 
7/20-8/13 
21...Orsulak, J...Bal 
8/2-8/25 
20,..Knoblauch, C...Min 
9/2-9/25 
19...Hamilton, D...Mil 
7/25-8/14 
18...Sierra, R...Tex 
6/12-6/30 


MULTI-HIT GAMES 
73...Ripken, C...Bal 
65...Molitor, P...Mil 
64...Franco, J...Tex 
64...Puckett, K...Min 
59...Palmeiro, R...Tex 
58...Sierra, R...Tex 
58...Sax, S...NY 
56...White, D...Tor 


NNMNMNNW& 


PITCHING 


EARNED RUN AVERAGE 
2.62...Clemens, R...Bos 
2.65...Candiotti, T...Cle-Tor 
2.84...Wegman, B...Mil 
2.89...Abbott, J...Cal 
2.91...Ryan, N...Tex 
2.96...Moore, M...Oak 
2.99...Tapani, K...Min 
3.00...Langston, M...Cal 
3.05...Key, J...Tor 
3.07...Saberhagen, B...KC 


SAVES 

46...Harvey, B...Cal 
43...Eckersley, D...Oak 
42...Aguilera, R...Min 
40...Reardon, J...Bos 
33...Montgomery, J...KC 
32...Henke, T...Tor 
31,..Olson, G...Bal 

30... Thigpen, B...Chi 
30...Russell, J...Tex 


GAMES 

81...Ward, D...Tor 
72...Olson, G...Bal 
72...Jackson, M...Sea 
71...Swift, B...Sea 
70...Jeffcoat, M...Tex 
70...Eichhorn, M...Cal 
68...Cadaret, G...NY 
68...Gibson, P...Det 
68...Russell, J...Tex 


WINNING PERCENTAGE 
.750...Hesketh, J...Bos...(12-4) 
.714...Erickson, S...Min...(20-8) 
.704...Langston, M...Cal...(19-8) 
.690...Gullickson, B...Det...(20-9) 
.682...Wegman, B...Mil...(15-7) 
.680...Moore, M...Oak...(17-8) 
.667...Finley, C...Cal...(18-9) 
.667...Ryan, N...Tex...(12-6) 
.652...Stottlemyre, T...Tor...(15-8) 
.650...Guzman, J...Tex...(13-7) 


VICTORIES 
20...Erickson, S...Min 
20...Gullickson, B...Det 
19...Langston, M...Cal 
18...Abbott, J...Cal 
18...Finley, C...Cal 
18...Clemens, R...Bos 
18...Morris, J...Min 
17...McDowell, J...Chi 
17...Moore, M...Oak 


GAMES STARTED 
35...McDowell, J...Chi 
35...Gullickson, B...Det 
35...Stewart, D...Oak 
35...Clemens, R...Bos 
35...Morris, J...Min 
35...Welch, B...Oak 


INNINGS 
271.1...Clemens, R...Bos 
253.2...McDowell, J...Chi 
246.2...Morris, J...Min 
246.1...Langston, M...Cal 
244.0...Tapani, K...Min 
243.0...Abbott, J...Cal 
238.0...Swindell, G...Cle 
238.0...Candiotti, T...Cle-Tor 
234.0...Navarro, J...Mil 
227.1...Finley, C...Cal 


SHUTOUTS 
4...Clemens, R...Bos 
3...Erickson, S...Min 
3...Appier, K...KC 
3...McDowell, J...Chi 
3...Holman, B...Sea 


WINNING STREAKS 
12...Erickson, S...Min 
4/21-6/24 
10...Guzman, J...Tor 
6/22-10/1 
9... Tapani, K...Min 
7/21-9/6 
8.,.Morris, J...Min 
5/24-6/30 


COMPLETE GAMES 
15...McDowell, J...Chi 
13...Clemens, R...Bos 
10...Navarro, J...Mil 
10...Morris, J...Min 
8... Terrell, W...Det 
7...Swindell, G...Cle 
7...Saberhagen, B...KC 
7...Langston, M...Cal 
7...Wegman, B...Mil 
7...Welch, B...Oak 


STRIKEOUTS 
241...Clemens, R...Bos 
228...Johnson, R...Sea 
203...Ryan, N...Tex 
191...McDowell, J...Chi 
183...Langston, M...Cal 
171...Finley, C...Cal 
169...Swindell, G...Cle 
167...Gordon, T...KC 
167...Candiotti, T...Cle-Tor 
163...Morris, J...Min 


OPPONENTS BATTING 
AVERAGE AGAINST 
.172...Ryan, N...Tex 
.213...Johnson, R...Sea 
.215...Langston, M...Cal 
.221...Clemens, R...Bos 
.228...Candiotti, T...Cle-Tor 
.228...Saberhagen, B...KC 
.228...McDowell, J...Chi 
.229,..Hough, C...Chi 
.229...Moore, M...Oak 
.235...Stottlemyre, T...Tor 


STREET AND SMITH'S BASEBALL 


© 199) Joseph E Seagrac & Sons. NY, NY Blended Canadian Whisky 40% Aic,/Veh (60 Proof) 
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The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking 
Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. 


